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PREFACE 


TUB term Taboo is one of the very few words which the 
English language ha* burrowed from the speech of savages. 
In the Polynesian tongue, from which »g ha« adopted it. Um 
word designate a remarkable system which hro deeply in- 
It ug need the religious, social, .md political life of ihc Oceanic 
blunders, both Polynesian* and Melanesians, particularly 
hy inculcating s suiwrstitious veneration for the persona of 
nohie* and Uie rights or private property. When about the 
year 1885 my ever-‘lamented friend William Robertson 
Smith asked me to write «n article on Taboo for the Ninth 
Edition of the Etuydspitdin Snianmm. I ihrared what 1 
believe U> have been at the time the current view of 
■liihropolngirt*, <hat Uie institution in question was con¬ 
fined to the btown and black raxrrr* of the Pacific- Rut 
an attentive study of the accounts given of Taboo by 
observers wlv> wrote while It still flourished in Polynesia 
soon led me to modify that view. The wialtgte which the 
system presents to the superstitions, not only of ravages 
cite where, but of the civilised races of antiquity* were loo 
numerous and too striking to be overlooked ; and I came m 
the conclusion Shot Taboo is only one of a number of similar 
system* of superstition which among many, perhaps among 
all races of men have contributed in large measure, under 
many <Q&rtnt names and with numy variation o( detail, to 
bulk) op the complex fabric of society In all the various rides 
or d cine ills of It which we describe u religious, social, 
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politic*!, moral itsd cocmaititc. This CTnctdion 1 briefly 
indicated in my sir title. My literal view* an tb* ubjeci 
were iccc^ned by my friend Robtfftffnn Smith .ind applied 
by him in his celebrated [starts to Lhe dttddAtion of some 
aspects of Semitic religion* Since them tile importance of 
Taboo and nf ^ysterns like it in the evolution of religion and 
morality, of government and property, has been generally 
recognised and hii^ Indeed became a commonplace tA 
mthnopol ogy- 

The present volume is merely an expansion of the 
oan^pO fvJJng chapter in the first edition of Tht Gold** 
Bmgk* it treats of the principle* of tnbon in their ^serial 
ipplication to sacred personages inch as kings and priests, 
who ate the proper theme of the book It does not profess 
to handle the subject n* a whole, to pursue \l into all its 
ramifications, to trace lhe manifold influence* which systems 
of thh fort have exerted in moulding the imiiLitudincmi 
form5 of human society A ircau-e which should adequately 
discuss these topics would far exceed Ilia Ifmiis which f have 
prescribed for myself in Tfe Gcf&n For example i 

have barely touched in pacing on the part which these 
superstitions heive played in shaping the moral Idcu and 
dircctiug the moral practice of mankind, a profound subject 
fraught perhaps with iMmmtaus issues for the time when 
men shall seriously set themselves to revise their e!hi at 
code in tJsii light of its origin. For that the ethical like 
the legal code of 4 people stands in need of constant 
revision will hardly Kl dreputed by any attentive and t! :*{»*- 
slonrdc observer. Tlie old view that the principle* of right 
and wrung are immutable ami eternal h no looker tenable 
The mural world h as little exempt ai she physical world 
from the law of ceaseless change, of perpetual flax* Con¬ 
template the diversities, the inconaistcucie^ the contradiction* 
of the ethical ideas and the ethical practice, not motif of 
different peoples in different countries, but of the ame 
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people hi ilic tune country In different ages, then say 
whether the foundation* of nmraltty *sr. eternally fixed and 
unchanging. If ihcy seem » lu us, m tJjcy Vinvt: probably 
.rented tu men in all ages who did not extend their views 
beyond tbr narrow limits tif their time and country, it is in 
ail lihcliirood merely because the rate of change i« commonly 
^ ,[ ow tJmt it tr> [rn|H!i cejitihle at any moment and can only 
be detected bv a Comparison of accurate observations 
extending over tong period* of time. Such a comparison, 
could we make it, would probably convince ns that if we 
apeak of die moral law as immutable and eternal, it ta« 
only be in the relative sr figurative sense in which we apply 
the same words to the outline* of the B>«l mountains, by 
comparison with the shortlived generations of men. The 

mountain^ too. t'^ n S aua >’’ l1,ou £ h w do ” ot "* 
It ‘ t nothing la stable and tthidinB under or above the sun. 
We can as little arrest the process of mom! evolution u“t 
can stay the sweep of the tide) or the courses of the start. 

Therefore, whether we like it or not, the moral code by 
which we regulate our conduct is being constantly 
and altered : old rules are being silently expunged »nd new 
rules silently inscribed In the palimpsest by the busy, the 
unresting hand or an invisible scribe. For unlike the public 
and formal revision of a kgal rode, the revision of the moral 
co.lt is al ways private, tacit, and informal. The legbhu.n 
who make and the judge* who adm.nisler it are not dad In 
emtoc and scarlet, their edict, nut p^lulmcd with the 
hi roe of trumpet? and the pomp uf heraldry. W = 
are the lawgivers amd the judge- 1 it i* the whok people who 
make and alter the ethical standard end judge every case by 
reference to lb We sit in the highest courl of appeal, 
Sng Olfendert daily. and we cannot If we would rfd 
ourselves of the m F x.n*Mlty. AJ1 that wc can dojs to 
,ake as clear and comprehensive a view as foible of the 
evidence. Ie=st from too narrow and partial a v-Lew we 
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ihoulit Jo injustice, perhaps gros* and irreparable injustice, 
to the prisoners at the bar. Few things, perhaps can better 
gmnd lli from narrowness ant! illibcrality in our moral judg¬ 
ments than s survey of the a liming diversities uf ethical 
theory and practice which have been recorded among the 
various races of mankind in different age-.; and accordingly 
the Corn [(am live Met her i applied to the study of ethical 
phenomena may bo expected to do for morality what the 
eatne method applied to religious phenomena is now doing 
for religion, by enlarging our menial horirtm, extending the 
boundaries of knowledge, throwing light on the origin of 
current beliefs and practice*, and thereby directly assisting 
us to replace what is effete by what is vigorous, and wli.it is 
false by whnt is true. The hurts which 1 have put together 
in thiE volume as well as in some of my other writings may 
perhap? 'erve a.* materials for a future science of Compara¬ 
tive Fillies, They are rough stones which await the master- 
builder, ritdc sketches which mnrrr cunning hands than mine 
may hereafter work up into a finished picture. 

G, FRAZER. 

C AMIBIIKE, 
tJdfthwy iftiib 
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bcwltahMl tlwiiujjte llte eiiji)iiiig* of iW» hair ani ita fan*** <lf 'Wit 
Mila. SJOl l«aJiehn* aM*l lif Apjpi ^1 ’ ™ * **• 

tWw, an I miitalt* —J <* <*' WIi, *?1 *. £ «* M' * nli »■«» 

u, t ju Wagn tot tbtt (peri bthavimn «f lhi:ii .ippiiat «T* 

l}4 : cm hail «*> twit, ifcfwtad ^ tuml r^=, «‘ l “ ‘"“P 1 ” 
eeisn-riw.. ir«Y £ un *=■■> *■■'»» lmrlnl "«*» ,ps “ Clf 
1 ■ . ,. ihe iiiandm. STS v- 1 011 U *’ n * ntl nWl1 " ! "™ r4 '"■» IT ' '*> 
„f„ pun. :i9! e=t. b* «* ««•' < 9 * 1 * ‘W 

» 79 jd, , cut ‘iuir -ail milk litmt W 1*"“ ,ct0 l,lfl 

Wtof aia-tr^ a«f»-sSl- to* •*«■«■; « » rtHC=««]f "> 

ri.l p-num ..r lj.c mm of laliw* « th* P*thrtifl«i ^ ^ i &7- 

« * SfStoixW;^ sSj.i 90 ,. |Mi»f!Wi p^iilrowrWWaltalwattiwaeh 

'[Jsi-ii tiiullt, 1*7 H- l b«»tt r^lnm. Ukan *Tr** ,1 'i '* 

AU , U , m ( Hn r . ii i Mi aiijuk man Into .Jit !u».d. rJ 

KKcrtii, t»S a«o £ wc tif tpiUU irt maiJiiff • e^Enidl. 

I tea J 5 *^ At.W. w * u»>.awi to 

HU rnnmc *M»ll umtfllk. ikt «li V l< »jO*U (*f W 

4 „ «!Mm t**W. ina *W-.il 7 --Kn«. Mil r.1*. ^ <T 

srHaiu 4 HT.nl pcMMU. 3*1 if. I liriiiii iiau<J. ! am * 

Lil - , at dlftittnitl. if tooltw- ’ w -«-f, ^t-3yS £ Lhr »<*“( 

lh ; te , .n-.pimt lit cWMWrtli M «F.<J llt'i'CV * 9 * at- l * 

.appall t* rt«tnt tW mo.im.niattw n' ^1®*' « |J 

kcKtu .| Utam.«t 1« Haul, JO' i kf- > avml a. '*■ *"*■' w tff 

iiktapr, ■, bi-ii i 1 *™ srrs 

j,- „. . liCKit. cred at thami. tr inwif* “«'l ' 

h«Mk .iwd .1 (H««eti»t a*wit«» ai Wi.«i* a««l Mr. »ob m • 1 * 
naerckt vfiiwi m ■ ima ^ ^ Wjj-iUjMt i*~ «t nU ,v"> 

_ *1 ,l„t Its lull dlintdi bt lot :< .mi H» rrrr 1,11 f 1 f" 4 ’’ ,l **' 
au 1 itw csitma fJ coda® «• “i™*" " rt ** L "' 1 “ Ul '''“J 

u, iaj li^bia «™r. l*i-|H J tat *" 

t-i ijnriu* JU V ■ "-V - •"*» -*" 011 ' , ‘* l,, “- 

wiMIc.an.ltil - m r •■ -■> '■■'= ■®3 : 

an) up, jt ; tf. i ti* ki « pni-V « •“■Wi J 10 V 


cwteiy: ra 
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1 t Ar-.nml iVavft iUcJ’. jvp. jlS jj* —1 ptn -Oftl mw hViuM bj 

-l* 4 *kiil jiut nf fajuuelf £b.r...i fa i wlidbi be jej. U m^k^ily 

itijumt, mmt* kepi ■e-cict imn ffir of iokhj h-lhxi^ 

|Jm AirttruJkP 5=03U, in b'cfpfr, Afrit** Ame t *ni tbc tail 

Iwto, wt4 Hi* A»«!«a ItkJSw. Jt 4 ^i <*UM 

LLVil,;‘*. though Slley will ON ILiVUtiVtl OkH WS irj.tfc|-:j,. will invite lUbtll 
u* do pj itw ibrm, j&d-jjo ■ ilt* proluUtktn ip rncfmupi ptmiftnl nnim-i 11 
p^flaiitra enljf teapmij, jjajf i k the r,? ;«mpk k l 

iijrb nflmN jcp.ra"J 3 J|. am puiictLfflSa ttAMUfa l i ft n Lhrn r hlJJ n-n hntc’l i*i ami 

•inn* ftftcf thm eciibtwt e*wi glron, efc.i ||l^ 

| “r AW y /s-'v^.J pp 3i5 - }4>^—P^liildsSLHi iff Wiffitifta 

tjAiim &f rdttintA. «tp 4 ciiir^ of «int*r*n l»f autfhtft, J35 iff. x womta\ 
*rwn mrog Cb* traffic** 3 jj 17 , i iwinie* of kiuilMiuli,, wira, fira-taim 

«Rt»* <lf,, ^rfci» tnpi^ r*l teEiEianm 

uf irlJliuUi by EiitwaJ 111 tfei* J : 4 «. JloJla* 

415 K*w Gaines, 34^34 J, in Ifriuncila, 343-34$, ®*ld H* AuiltiUs* 315 - 
3471 thie*c inhor* a,; 1 So b* explained bj the mirinjjm n- M j^-^m 
dJjferrEit Ui'i'injfr*, J47~£t9i 

I j *f tH pp- 3411-374.—Nsirm tlir <i=ii twi nrera 

tSajirH Siy iUc \wit! il™ «horif,mei, 1P1* \mcnpin imtiani* ini! Other 

J4^5J3« ll * uOao r-r. « fat Ily ghoufc 35J JW s 

fsciiii * UV(e feu FiKnrc mIl-cI ul I In' ilail eheup* I Knti itimrv j-33 3 

fc iPietimenh lb* ittif leUUOfli irflhe 3r™j--4 damKe ibnir nam^t, JS^ 
! wbffi jhrt mtrn n« ihn -isrcci^ | Tr ihaj a fitufed, Hm 

wont Ik Ciflt;ii ilmppcil III ..p-llumj PlMT -Jj trnl lUiOlli^l KJjl«liLUtr>J fto it, 
jjrf J m ixtifirjliEhn i 4 fa.: - ip in ^'a piuducril fej Lliii etuJEuq, 

j ;ji> j .’jl l hatdntaJ in»Iit|c^ intpn{*J !:>- ilir cvNtoeia 3^,1 -v p c-r^vil 

til the t-lilOL* 111 Ltr -ImJ uJLiF X tllHT, ^4 ^ j the JvjJ SO 

tcuuj-nuilcJ ni shetr Pwnn-^ix. i fUnra iff Ih* Oj-jiJ «Jb*sr] la 

he msp:jiiiMil ifl it slmii b^Tori itf dfif^yi^l ^ 3:4 1 ffnVHtrtLn^ ccrr- 
Hwfcf anrah^ itK ArtUiSu, J? l^ 7 + 

1 t Aj<« ^ JU4 5'iL r*n/ /Vr.-^i tol&md, |I|J^ J.74^5.—Dltlll* 

miniKi. nf kinp 374-37^ | tutnti op' Zulu rhmii md kia|i 

37 & If, i i w t tH * nt It^Hi khifi Awi tHbA E«W:*|J hi Vfi-'U^ju- 

cur, 4“8 f f ; nxKfc^ of iU j_i kip5-1 end ti'-LcCi tat-ciueiJ III Wjiiif^^, 
379-j^l ; fURTn uf dkinEI !» htfj-JtclH, 381 If^ S d^Eid af 

f .VmlOiOft prlnln tihoonl,, jSj |Jr k j nxmo ftl lliilmhcli- of 1 hie Ve»c 

Ot'in l Li Tui|[P ;i. c*J, j|j i T v ; tliF u M it;ui^ r of tir (unn (fodi ajul 
fpmia npponed io dUiiub tilt eztoitt e! n^uff. J!>4-3 ^i5 : t truer vu'l 

rsTirmirt b«]pa iif (W KwokotU tu.Ujui:, 380 

| y iVjLivl- if Wij /a t WJ, ;if:. 1 ^ 7-301 - .0 tc^i Mgrfil* 3 S 7 . !U 

w 4 Euf t s iriunn iwEiisi mti ! ie CMPjutf ^iih by wUjiUj t\ 

%yft. Kwdi Ain.-A, sod Chine, 3 % «f. . liiunc mmta luicej r:> ik 
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CHAPTER I 

THE miRDRN OK fcOVAI.TY 


g i. R^al o»rf Pritiih Tab w* 

\t »c«min nv «f «■»» «*•»** i-ssr 

rftc dud* >° be «b 

:o be an inCWlMlioit of * fln ' w n**a»«'i 

Ju# lidief the Goiino of nuttire l»«W«d ^ hS 

I cm utJiier his otpntntl, ■«** he bc *j' 0 

gather failure of the craps, urf sttniW *» * 

some extent « »!■ ! P ' •"“> 10 «',. aw J rfaw*. » 

mta- raitutt, tike that over fats «“£ L ™ * , r(i if 

- . t ^Anien \cie- of «fil1 : and therefore ir 
(.xciten through -infinite -ici w ,„i_ 

*r5^rjs=.p£S 

55 S stag S 

■ ?fc " jar it £*5 ntsrs -«&«* 

of hk-ii« J«2« ' l(1 „ 1A ;, tftttmb 

" f W'ppflrt ir " * hifh 

«™* I>art nr mwe- ’jne^Urlty 
*»"£> tJW tata* of U . - The 

« ** P 9 * “* T«W t* taken !U 3 £ of hint 
tncalest tarts iriusU therefore, « lawrT1 

„ « TV Jfcfr -tnf "J t*t Mm*&* 

**■-- £'» »"» 

Jtt fi 

FT. I I 


# 



I 


Tlf£ MUFflEX or ROYALTY 


t H IP- 


Tm 

MAdJu €4 

him t4 
J“S™^ 


i\ni) hi* whole life, down to h* TTihnite^t dct+TtFfi, must he sd 
regulated that no rtCt of hb, vo)notary or invohmE .ny f may 
disarrange or upset rhe established order of nrclprr. Of thb 
ctass of monarch* the Mikado or Da id* the spiritual emperor 
of Japan, is or miser used to be a typical example He b 
ail inearftitLtoEi of tiie sun goddess the deity who rales the 
imiver^, gods and men included ; oncc ci year alt the godii 
wait upon him and spend a mu tilb at Ms court. During 
that month, the name of wjlfch means “ without god*" no one 
frequents Lite temples, for they are believed tu l*e deserted, 1 
The MJkado receive from hit people 4nd assumes in 1m 
nftfci&t proclamation* and decreet the title of M manifest nr 
incarnate deity " (jfijrViw Kami) ami hr chiim ,v general 
authority over the gr^ta of Japan 1 For example, in an 


1 M.vttnr- v *md tAf /tf m-r 

r:« r»> tk* Xitotmmk Xlmtwf?: /rwi 
r*s*mt WWW t?/afLiM t atJMg 

Ctrmxm if Dr, >4|. A. 4M $■*£**/ 
(IxiwktL, ifiiik I'fL Ml jjy. 

1 \\\ Ck AirtWt Ji.liW ffJtr U <7 
ft* i il^QcJtrO, r>. 4 1 i 

Shihtt ![cTTTfli| Lj’S&mftitmi* L O'un-. 

IWI. Pf* I&9 W Tlw J*fMhtH 
JM f^ul ot tlrity Jfc iati E: it 
itiMi J* the rjihvc *di jSii 

MuliKiri, nf tis thttf l. 4 ltluthm B* 

JftjHiKW rrii|[H*t S d, Thf <mn AftWi 
i« VTO^IClJ In :.Ln: fix it jiljf;.= CO lt>£ i it! 
<h* ileiiirx nf imi f’anh who 

ire milaJonud in Uuc jti.iurnt *.* 

«W ■» ihdr *piHn r*rf->£roral which 
tciiJc in (h* thrhpt *htft they ri*t 

MlWDOTT, ftftt Mj I p 

burriitn rtfOrtEi, 3al bind** fctitt, plafili 

|*r=A, leu u4 X-ifltl i!| 

oilv» llsm£? thaww wh^H iEir*flrpe 
lq fcc my I IrvispBd jjfitc cj 

tmnnirrairy anil fk-c-nnkornl powtui 
wtftclk Ibrj fwwiit ne &LL*il £,bm£. 
They we4 rwt hr ttriitiiirt fn* mrpH~ 
Mf ioWcnnM, ^nffecahJe- 

Alsm-C. Rjirl Uh^fthfty 

hpiTri^ irr ■ Ei=ri fiflkd tl nftly 

ibcj -.ns ibe <(f |*Rt±ial 

Aniomj A * wj w 3¥* itt^ IttiinBn t^rinsi 
1 li:^: iLDi^Jy mcTifcloo fiui <J| nU Ul = 
VQtirrTVVF: Wifciitm—*iLh mTrrni^ Ijf 
I? *piiktn. . , . I'licn iSirtt \iav* Lhr=-ii 
»n'.ntt.^r> mttiplrt Hitttts knmun 

Mcin.-.t bo^ll tu fllideul n:li tr,tkli- tn 


itftwrt* atlhTma^i fMH f/j 

ihc udka putpiillii m imi^l ** 
£<«k. Utah hi* MrrtJia dtaaitr, «> 
» lingS^ ^lroviricc, tiling, m lbiih- u 
LTIl^ljh, 4iivlhef until* #mbaiiif w* 
)*y&nt%s fplc^kin, defievn t*mi m » 
lertti w^iidb c^ipiici m\l U>Enu* 

• im-hIxml nM in'-Hcvilngt narfof mirne 

Ab.I a ftisnl itLctimaaiy r ;^*s lh: fti 

»• • «r«h£ dfthnl' -^n. 11 ^’? vts. |. }>cX=rr€ 

Ihiiij' wKlcIl hi ■ ai» l hiu h u ki 

• i?iH(, uhEnn 11 ^ k ntjmtrm z ] p* * , 

OhiEtlh* vul fnrtirtKi 

SivnsUttA iitfrnv tcta£fJ« ij^uic. 

2 . H-iTtirijpi! ill iinifa, wiie unul 

frizEiuiQ] iweu. rnt>E^Mj fttid bciuie [put 

M--n whaw + 1 wiiTfl lie Iniii r] to ifkn 

iheii desUi, J. Lbvii^ ikln^i whldi 
ttnitVTsd hmtwn iiai*lkc=t. 4 ^ Tfcr 

• rlljili Ulr ULHl t CcCl tblp^itiUVtU£ Lonl. 1 ’ 

S*t w, Gi Aittrtij tlflt // 

tTa/Oi !>>v $-10, fnTm phicli ihc 
Lisci^im^ 41¥ madt. >tf, 

Alton hntiP^] mviiiik'i liiat^lhe M- 
fcalkii fit liiiflj Milajli* «ivi rnuinx 
liihrf ibui» ff=l« W -ini h* ^il«I il f 
■Hi mH iivine ituE any D^ifk to* 
mlonf^i par*tn itiili^n. 

EBlEvBtr cEiiiiu',1 Ihl ihtftn ^ {*/., aA P 
111 * Kt> diiilk* it :» e TV '■■• : ilL trn 

1 he WniTTTf mini! t£i 5:1 it f(,M dE iKc 
jjJfU wt ‘hw Ib^r OtiEZliid >,rnl Ly 
■ftUi (he |irp r rT^ |mhih iif in on be i3nl 
10 vsi^H vrhnc! Lhs illvinv fiul -j irm. 
1 ht homiTi i-r Lbr hnuxiini Em^filiin* into 
Mk ill Hu?. In flwWstin^ u mi unai 
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official decree of the year 6qG the emperor ia devilled « 

<* [lift incarnate god who governs the uni vow*. 

Th.: following description (if the M (kudo's mod« of life u.ii-» 
wm written about mo hundred y.at: ago:—‘ 

- Kvcn to this day the prince* iltsccndcd of Shb family, ^ 
more |inrticulariy those who rit on tiler Ititcmr, am looked vllLil ,,, 
iijkjii as persons most holy in themselves, and as by 

birtli And. in order to preserve ihcvc silvantay,cost- notions 
in the minds of their subjects, they are obliged to take an 
uncommon cure ot (heir sacred pertWU, and In do <nch 
things, which, examined according to the custom* of olinn 
jintion,. would be thought ridiculous and impertinent. ft 
wiU not Ik improper to give .1 few instance- -if it. He 
thinks that it would be very prejudicial tv his dignity and 
litfltncks In touch tire ground with his Fc^S ; for tin* ttaHiu. 
when he intends to go anywhere, he mu»l he cutried timber 
on men’s ahcwldcrs, Much tec* will they suffer that he 
should expose his sacred person to the open stir, and the 
mn ia not ihnsight worthy to shine On hi* head. Vhcre » 
dtch x holiness uMxilcd to all the parts of his Wy that he 
(lutes to cut off neither his hair, nor his heard, nor his tialii 
1 iowL'vcr, lest lie should grow too dirty, they may dean him 
in the night when he is asleep: because, they wt>\ that 
which is Ui-xn from life body at that time, hath 1-nt stolen 
from him. and that such a thrft doth not prejudice bb 
holiness or dignity In ancient rime-., he wa* <d)Hgnl to dt 
on iiic thro tie for some hours every morning, with slur 
imperial cmwti on his head, but to tut altogether like a 


tin, ih* * ttwliT tbM- 

Icgi Suty tut cMmtmty tlRr 
r4 EUifffK /*« rtim 

4 IIjmv fni * ftmiisinahV *ttt/ ^ Ot*r** 

■ -l-i >■' !ii3C tbp I" 1 -- ' lt I«|HI 

il.U- iKt^™ 11.™ « > l «*** * 

tv! ijliwErinittl P m ^ 

U»i rr-iiTTS ^ ^ ll T KLJ ? *lir*MX 
ifrr ■irrfcitg Sig’H nl philnfc ^J 
■di4 r- 1 — 


i:P K-ITl-'r^ 

< M Uptor* *fr ^ i I?** 

* Kwfffr* ■’ Htflflff -1 >J« r *‘ 

m rinVirtw * Rt4|fw dwi ^; r " 1 • J 
i,4L Jiti b- tLtwfVicr. W. ** 
i*lU ^ Ifail *H* 

mam ih* ***** cismat 


tfw |1 Li Aifo'i (bcnb-u OPnf-nl I* 1 *1 

nn (Mr#*,#* ^J* "a* ^Ai«- p. 4 f - 
nti\w f% W. KMW|>^ * 

Mj-x±vml *Uh LH*4^3Min«fsria ltlPf, M 
u jiT^m pfr/lfwf jWlw ' K= * rf ^ 

Hj Stouten**. j« liJfH «Mirr '|- 

To me ll >^ Hij tUu K- i lIi 1 

Wljfi^fTn i* VfTt ifmnjj L-jf«hrmo! <» 
ill* Ift '■'(•(ft 

1$?* nnilir .tiwuin'.i afi't 

•thbfh tec** b rnr.(fi *p 

siciulrm-^® *» M»f p"* 
eF Elie Tt wM with *bkh U »* jtitut 

lr 1 jlrf?f iJit'- Utemt^ri 

Thu »' 11 N 1 

mil in itwi P^ll-u*lmc 
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Ki^lrt 
ftia mri !v 

h? t£» 

M ^_!i! 


TttK BtinitE# Of KvX'Ai.ry 

nJ.ilur. without stirring either hands or feet, head or eyee. 
nor Indeed any part of his body, tuxansc, by this mean.*, |t 
was thought that he cntjld preserve pc-icc ami ttan-jnillrty 
in his entire ; for if. unfortunately. Ill- turned himself on 
one side or the other* or if lie l«,L lc d a good white toward* 
any purt of his dominions, it was apprehended that war. 
Ihmine, n«, or some other great miaftirtune was near at hand 
to desolate the country. But it having been afterwards dis¬ 
covered, that the imperial crown wu the palladium, which by 
its (mmobility 1 could preserve peace in the empire, it was 
thought expedient to deliver his imperial person, consecrated 
only to iiheiress and pleasures, from this bnrtbensome duty, 
aml thetefore the crown is at present placed on the throne 
for some hours every* morning. Mb victuals must bo dressed 
every time in new pot*, ami served nt table m new -j idles: 
botls ore very dean and neat, hut made only of common 
day i that without any conai(bmbk expense they mny be 
luiil aside, or biokc, after they have served once. They 
are generally broke, for fear they should come into! he ban da 
nf laymen, fur they believe religiously, that if any lay nun 
slum Id presume to eat Ida food r>m of these sacred diril * . ft 
wouhl swell and inflame hi, mouth and throat. The Me Nl 
dfret is dreaded from the Dam's sotted habits; for they 
believe that if a layman should wear them, wit hunt the 
Emperori* express leave or command, they would occasion 
tvrdllngv and pains in all parts of his body." To the same 
effect an earlier account of the Mikado sav* "Itu'is . . ini 

» » W-t f„ Uta, S3 

ivilli his loot The sun and moon were not even permitted 
to shine upon ha lic.uL None of ihe iiipcrihntics of the 
body were ever taken from him, neither his lair, hi* heard 
nor his pails were cut. Whatever he eat was dressed It- 
new vessels.*' * 


' In PlrliMiimS tcpdtti n» *,.h 
*H(**rt m ■■ TnntHJiijp*“ I few* miit 
|Ik tXtnpCIIot- flfifli it OptiJ^iiif4ls.ibi ■rliJt, 
On! Q%1U| li Ks ii nitu , /far? r, ,f 

irtMUtril inn. itit wiripj 
iNUa uunuen;a J f J. 41. Stbtwhn,, 
ljjnn.iri. i : A, vuL i m 150). 

* L , .4nsn 1 * m Aj^kmuU JtMn," in 

Vo-™/.. .4 


61 ' . tow p is |L Vartniun, fliutifa, 
''f m ‘ * #*** (£ 

pr IIJ ** AVw yuam mt 
WuMuLftitA/im a .kkiit ij «/!_„ 
if tart rrrmm rmA'it St/ii .nAut 

«£» ’*” f *■•***? 1C, Tfmtfa 

™ nI ■' " ; i” <«k.|c • u puliLial nJ L , 
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Simllur priwlfy of rntlarr divine king* are found, at .1 k>i« 
lower level of barbarism, oti the coul of Afdci. 

Shark S ni.it near Cape IVlnnn. in 1 -OWw Guinea, live* thej^ 
priestly king Kiiknlu, alone in a wood He may not touch <i A(rli: . 
toman nor leave hi* house, indeed he may wit even 
hit diair, in which he is obliged 1* sleep Siting, for tf he l ft > 
down tie wind would arise anti navigation would t* topped 
He regulates' storma, and in genera! mains ains a wholesome 
ajitl equable state ol She atmosphere . 1 On Mount Ago 111 
Togo, a Gorman possessing in West Africa, there live* a fetish 
or spirit called Bagba, who is of great Importance lor the 
whole (.f the surrounding country. The power of giving or 
withholding rain is ascribed to him, ami lie t* Imd of the 
winds. Including the Hunnattwr, the dry. hot wind which 
blows from the interior. His priest dwells in * hi.ws.e «» 
llu: highest peak of Hie mountain, where lie keep* the »mkb 
bottled up in huge jam. Applications for ram, too, are 
nnite to him. anti he does a good faurinev in amulets, wMdt 
corrrii* of the teeth anr] claws ol leopard* Yh though h» 
tnjwrr is great and he is indeed thn real chief of the un™, 
the rule of the fetish forbids him ever to leave the innunUin, 
and Hr ifltBt spend the whole of his life on Us itimmfl- Only 
oner a ye#r may lie cum a down to make purchases in llie 
nmrkrt . but even then he may not set Foot In the hut of any 
mortal man, and must return to hi* place of exile the «mr 
ilav. The business of government in the villages is con¬ 
ducted by vubordJn.iti: chiefs, who arc appofnted by him. 

In tlw West African kingdom of Congo there wiu » supreme 
wmttff called Chitwtrf or Chliomtrf, whom Hie negrtes 
regarded as a god on earlh and all-powerful in heaven. 

Hence before tlicy would laste Hie new crop they offered 
him the fint-frulls, fearing that manifold ml'tortum would 
befall them if they broke this rule. When he left hi» rcsidente 
to visit other plm** HtbiWw Jurisdiction, ftll married people 
had to observe ntict continence the whole time he was out; 
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N'-n .j Heir h wra* nijpposed ilmt any act of incmitim nee «-ttiErl pmw 
bul Hi him. And if he wet* |Q flic a naxural death* they 
thfittghE that the vi l rl(S would perish* and the earth, which h« 

aiml* fcjhd sustained by hi* power and merits woeiH Immediately 

Aftfftm he aimjhihitrtlp 1 Similarly in Humbe t a kingdom nf Anj^i «ia fc 
ihti incontinence nf young people under ihc ngc of puberty 
used to be a capital crime* because It was believed to 
entail the death uf ihn king within the year. Of kit the 
death penalty hits been commuted for a fine of ten ns^n 
tush cirri on each of the culprits. This eom imitation ]iaa 
attracted thousands of dissolute youth to Hum be from the 
neighbouring tribes among whom ihe old penalty Is *till 
rigOTOusly exactedA myn^st Hie scinJ-L irbii^u? uatloiu 
of the New World, at the date of the Spanish cofiqueal, 
tijere w ere found hierarchic ur ihcocradis like Um^c of 
japan ; 1 to particular, the high pontiff of the Zajftjto:* 
ill Southern Mettle* apj^arfl In have presented a do sb 
parallel to the Mikado. A powerful rival to the king liirn- 
*cLt; this spiritual lord govtirited Yop*a* nne of the riilrl 
dries of the kingdom, with ahvolute dominion. It b 
Impoiofcte, we are told, to overrate the inference in which 
In: was Itdd He was looked on aj a god whom the earth 
vw nil* worthy in hold nor the s\m to shine upon Ho 
profaned hi- ^nctity if he even touched I ho grnumt with his 
lbol_ The officers who I >irt hi: pal a n*] urn on thor shoulders 
were tnember* of the highlit families ; he hardily deigned in 
^ ik on anything around him i and all who met him Ml 
with ihrir bees to The earth* fearing that death would over- 
lakr_ rticm if they flaw even lib shadow, A rule of continence 
was regularly imposed on the Zapotcc priests, especially 
upon the high pontiff: hut 11 on ccruin days in cm;h year, 
which were generally celebrated with fcasta and dances. It 
was customary for the high priest to become drunk While 
in this state* seeming to belong neither to heaven not U> 
earth, one of the most beautiful of Lhc virgins consecrated to 
the service of the crodtt was brought to him” If the child 

1 f . II, Lf 1 sll. ■ f ilu CurLnpr," Jfiff.'stfi Qf/ij, i/.vfk 

rfirijiffh' ..-M'Vfj/jJV [Tkki, 1 7l + ll&Sftj iL ;i>j 

J Vf. 

* Cli. yiS™rl«t C tf* -1 j» IfMiiW ftff * $« TU Jr / tfr £fe£ 

\t HfiUMtf lit llniiil-. nu k. wi. tfmtfKtfrp, Ljrp ^t;. r - 



, ROYAt, ASH PNt&STLV 7 AH 0 QS 7 

sh r bo* liim wm a son, he wn* hn.uylit up U * 

the UtaHl, mill the elded son «nxtttkil Ollier on tU 

'"rone.’ The P™™» < ttt flb " tc l *^ 

K ljtJiUifF me noi hut poshly they resembled 

H-« *' ** ;" ,d Ch jT^ t , fr{ „ a h BUpfWtped Tfr m^> 

that the ordc, of and cvw Mr ST X» 

IsUwwwi up with the life ol the kittg or i* 1 - 1 ' . f «iiv 

that he i n lull be yarded by hit *>$**» JJ ‘g^gT 

infinite btertng Slf L^the rain «d SKT 

the people Iwve to than - t m k the w '« 

L| e i, fon i cr «i w fruits of the earth, fur t it ^ w 
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inight he Impenll - * ^ cx[ict d f their king or finest 

by his death, tlw 1 P tht observance of which » 
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dismissed f^ominbusiy, ami may tic thankful jf tii- escij** 
with ho life. Worshipped d » a god one day, fit is killed 
;ih a criminal the next. But III tlm changed behaviour 
of the people ILcre is nothing capricious or inconsistent. 
On the euntrary. their curnJuci It entirely of a piece If 
their Wng b lhnr gni, he b or should be also their 
preserver; and if he will not preserve them, he rmifit 
make roam for another who will. So long, however, rn 
™ answer* their expectations, liicrc is no limit to the 
cj.re which tlu:y take of him, awl which they compel Iiirti |.> 
take of IilmseiC A king of tJiU sort lives hedged io by a 
ceremonious etiquette, a network of prohibition' and observ¬ 
ances. of which the intention is not to contribute to his 
dignity, much less to his comfort, but In restrain him from 
conduct which, by disturbing i)ir harmony of nature, might 
involve hiniwlf. his people, and the universe in one common 
catastrophe. I“’nr from adding to bin comfort, these obtierv- 
amx-s. by trammelling his every net, amttfillntc- his freedom 
and olscn render the very life, which it is tlidr object in 
firE^crre^ a hutden and ^rroiv to him. 

., 0f ,bc «*l«rnamnilly endowed kings uf f.nango it it 

It w<>™ Silld 1,1111 rt, e ware powerful a king k the more u|W< is he 

Was* bound to observe ; they regulate all hi* actions, hh walking 
and hht itandin g, lus eating am! drinking, his «Ice ping and 
waking. To these restraint' the heir to the throne it 
.njbject from infancy; but u he advances in life the number 
o ab*tineiiGfi mid ceremonies. which he must ohseive 
increases, “until at the moment that he ascends the throne 
he is lost in tin: ocean of rites nnd taboos . 4 4 Tn the trater 
of an extinct volcano, enclosed on atf side* by grassy slopes, 
lie the scattered huts and yam-fields of Khibbs, the capital 
ol the native king of Fernando i’o. This mysterious being 
livt, in the lowest dcptlis of the crater, surrounded by a 
Itarwni of fmty women, and covered, it h said, with old silver 
J™ Nakrd savage ax lie is, he yet exorcises far ninrc 
influence in the island than Iim Spanish governor at Santa 
Era be!. In him the conservatlvi; spirit of She lloobiei or 
aboriginal inhabiunti of the Island i\ as it were, Jncor- 
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|lurtlfc He has never *cn .* while w»> ^ ; lcc ^' iin E * 

L firm coiJSL Of all the Boobie*. the *ig1u «f* 

T a would cause fal* M Mth. IU cun* ta-i -w to* 

ttpentte «a; indeed it » « J<1 u ‘ Ht 1ie l ,l1il >’ nc ^1,1 

Xi in the dinner, and that ***** **£*%^& 

SJVw. « hi. Leg, in the 

1 rttain h L. I hat he hM never et ft--. «* the 1 ‘ ; 

the ^tCeptieii of his IWlAlet uvd knife, lw uses no mil, 
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to tlw= prohibition «tf beholding ' , T1 ]a tf,,, 

of Ln-^-pl ilnr 

f lfth«V *l^ten«l with death by their jK.e-ts if 

tt «d their kin gr ^ „ believed (hut (he king 

ever tfay^ ^g infjltuW y dlc within the >^r if he 

of Cny-inSen^^ ^^^ , I n. tM-M 

W ' : L ,he chief* would i»l erTt«n, 

down to ircent mm , Nviidlri: o««l the 

rivers, pnrtkuL.rly the amt the Tiy^r , 
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custom wa$ Mill aftictly observed by at least one chid 
within the last few yrjra, " On no aermint wfli tbr chirr 
cross the river. If it is absolutely ncewsar f fur him Xq dti 
ao* he Ja blindfolded and carried across with ahmiLhtg and 
singing Should he walk across* he will go blind or die and 
certainly lose the cbicfbumhfp /* 3 So among the Mjth*fiily& 
a nil Sa ha Urns in the south of Madagascar some king^s are 
forbidden J.:o sail on the sea or to ernss certain rivers- : The 
liorro raft! sc vr: aim ot pcc ulliir t o 1 : i n g $. The Basil tos iu a ■■a i d 

10 Share it inst iiLciivcl though they have pp fr ftC seen Salt water, 

and live hundreds of miles from the Indian Ocean* The 
Egyptian priest;* loadied the «£a, and called it the foam ol 
Typhwii , ihey were forbidden to *et salt on their table, and 
they would not speak to pilots because they got thdr 
living by tin? hence too they would mit eat fish, and 

the hieroglyphic symbol for hatred wm a fish* When 
the Induing of the Peruvian Andes were lent by the Spaniards 
to work fn the hot valleys of the coajt, the vmt ocean which 
they he lore I hern ns the)' descended the Cordillera was 
dreaded by them as a cause of disease; hence they 
prayed to it that they might not fall ilk This they all 
did without exception, even the little children,* Similarly 
the inland people of Lamporvg in Sumatra are said to 
pay a kind oi adoration to the sea* and to make it «n 
ode ring of cakes and sweetmeats when they behold si 
for the first time, deprecating its power of doing them 
mischief 1 

Among the SukakvAs of southern Madagascar thr chid 
is regarded as ji sacred ibcifig, but Hi he is held in Wash by a 
crowd of restrictions, which regtiLite hb behavtnor like that 
i A the emperor of China. He cun undertake Eiothing what¬ 
ever unless the -ioiocrcrs has^c declined Lhc omens lavoutabhr 
he may not eat warm food: on certain days he may nm quit 

* W_ S fnUrr=i |Otrcl iLnn mljjJ.jELiuiiic ilu llfriii bJornl** 1 ' 
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bring down mWortimc w tj ki nfthcT^ 
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Connaught might nut eontfurJe a -reiiiy respecting tii# undent 
pa.ace of Cnwchmi * after making peace on AJI HhJJqw* 
Lay oat gi> fti a ipecWeti garment on ;i grey speckled need 
to tlx* hcaiEi of Dal Chais, nor repair lo an asaemlilv 0 t 
wutiieii i*| ^caghtiia, nor nit in autumn on Llie ^cpulJlnaf 
mPUliiU ol this wife of Maine, nor contend In miming with 
Uir rider of * grey one-eyed horse at A Ur CalJtu Ik tween 

iv ?'r Tiw; kin s> r of Uteer was forbidden to attend the 
horw fair at Rath line among the youth# of pal Antidhe, 

c tS ‘? *° thc nutt «««g of «h« flocks of hint* of Linn 
Mluch after unset, to edebmte the fowl of the bull of 
Dafre-mic-Dafre, to go into Magh Cobh* hi the month of 
March, and to drink of the water of Bo Kdtnfiidh Utwwn 
If the ki, lj: , of Ireland strictly ob^rwd 
““ and mart >' W? custom*. which were enjoined by 
natncmaml u^ge. it was believed that they would never 
mc:t with mischance or misfortune, and would live for nine tv 
years without experiencing thr decay of 0 jh nee • that no 
endemic or mortality would occur during their n%nii; and 
that the seaaotis would bo favourable and the earth yield Fts 
frtut HI ahun Jane, . w&evai*. if they ** the ancient usages 

LT5£2*$** **“ bc rfliM wiI " mm 

The kings of Egypt were worshipped .id. md** and 
in routine of their daily life was regulated In every detail 

t a "‘ 1 "The life ol the kmuv 

uf Egypt, <mys Diodorus, ‘ was not like that of other 

ffmnareHii who are urcspomiibk and may do Ju« what 

hey choose , »n the contrary, everything was fixed for thr m 

X.-3* .1 D| ™ ,y lhcJr bat even the tlulafa ol 

the.r dauy life, .The hours both of day and uigltt were 
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the limit, ■? *•’’ ” L t lhc VCTV hoar, tot hl< 

bushier* a. > Lt ' . wil h h)3 wife, j.lltl. m 

«W»S timi .i" 1 " 1 * Lv -hi settled- .:«*• 

short. performing «W*y »c- -I ^ ^ ^ v^l 

crtjwrwtl a C|in V ,,: t1c • , ^ ^ wtsdibd quantity i>l 

eml g°°W. *■» hC r 1.!_ ,.rS .tot .here rule. 

wine." 1 ' How^r.Lh^ phflItoh6 , but by the 

were observed, n<* >.■ 1 t^bea unil in Ethiopia 

**»# m& t ^^ n J trth dynasty-* a™** ,hc 

A t the chnfc * u„ rma n, chief nttoiits l»s jxmiion. 

Karen-nut of t»W«t • | ir . .imi nf his habit o< 

not by hereditary »K l < .j.^ aMJ ihcr, t-yo, of B 

jibaiaiuiTiG fr 0 ™ nc f.“ n . .- have eschewed these 

candidate for the d*A*>« k«( «■ 
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observe shew habit'* * we IT mv see A striking 

Of the fee Uw Flamtti Di*li> fig 

esarapie in the ^ 4 livl«c image uf £j^ 

.tt Rome, who hw l*eii - < ^ hc aty* spirit * Kum( ._ 

. uniter, or « hu**" jr^men Dialis 

T h e y were such as the fo ™ ( thtr ^ an army 

might no! ride or «*«" «« (Krt broken. nof 

under * 1 of \ ; , pBnnC „t»; n, fire except 

hove a knot on any £*^ ™ P r)( ht9 how**; ** *‘6* 
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btans , 1 iinrf ivy ; he might m»t walk under *vme ; the of 
his bed linrf to be daubed with mud ; his luir coufd be cut 
only by u ( Ke man md with n bto„*e knife, and hi, hair 
and na.ls when cut had to be buried under „ lucky uce ; he 
"light n <*l touch a dead body nor enter a place where otic 

T“ bu l ncd l J,c *>« «= wort being done on holy 
J?* : he might not be UttoOttfed in the open air; fr a OTim 
in bonds Waft uken into hb house, the captive bad to be 
unboumi and the cords had to be drawn tip through a hole 

b't nd i**? 30 , !ct down fn, ° the III.' wifev the 

I [.iinmica, had to olr-erve ready the same rules, ot1ter , 

i r r;; bB s*? r shc ** h * -™—«£ £ 

f^tivnL f hi k T StttiT T* CHjlcd Grcek : « fl certain 

f h die might not comb her hair; (he lather of J lCr 

„ ttlighl not l« made from a beast that had died a 

Afield y\ ! "'I* ^ t, " C *** ,,aii h « n «>»'" «r 

' - hc irRTt! th,,,,der -hc wa * talmocvl ,[il ^ had 
ofifetcl an expiatory sacrifice.* 

Grebe people or Skrxa Lco W there j s a 

jfcS* JHlLh T S l,oJh iu,d been compared, 

■*"» IT i ICf l * <*« high priest of ,j lc 

t*„„ He «> .ipiKimied in .ircordance with tile behest of an omefr 
At an elaborate ceremony of installation hc « mminted * 
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,: n ™ irtit qti hifi inkle ns -1 badge of WH**- ^ 1|>C d ™ T j 
Sl * uf ki» house are sprinkled with tkr Wood Of 1 i * uri ’ L 
5 ^ He to Oa«c of Ae pM> 

he fc* with rice end oil every new morel i end he «MnRee> 

tZSl-ZZ* S 

rr* gg»!gS 

^jSSSSSSffi re 2 i“U c »5 ,TtowV 

®s^^s*JK 3 ? 

\ tulz. Hr ri.iv no! cat while » cor^ is i« U« l ‘ J '"' 

,2 hemoy not irmum for the dead If he J" 

'.,« i.„ bo burled Hi dead of night; few tnay !■“» '■ 
ffti!, S Lc .nay mourn for him when hi* death * 

■Jr public Shuck! he to* W*" " SS 

onto! by drinking » decor,™ =( HjMtolS “ ^ 

- r„* 

, 1 ... t<s *irir-il of the :nci'cd dairy, is subject • a , ? wrent 

U tiSn \U taiKloownte lartifctlon. during 

Thu, he to *»MWg£ " 35 * ^ 

h„ .nimc or an^ ; Qn ^ account may 

|,e i* aiarrud h -^‘ s, ; C t ^ milkman nr ,1* holy 

ayjty.’sa^S** *&• - «- ** 
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wotiM forfeit hifl office. It in only on h*o d4ys a wa?k p 
i,* nmncly Mondays arid Tlsiifadjiy^ limt u meie litytmln may 

nb.m.M even ai prooch «!ie milkman- <ji» other d;iy< If !.. h;i* arsy 

lEu?,?' business with litirt, he (must stand at a distance (same my a 

■] Liar ter of a milej .mJ shout his ni£**agc aernis iJie jnttr- 
vctiinc spuce. Further, dig holy milkman never cut-v his 
haii or pares hia nails so long a* he lurid* office j he never 
crosses rim by a bridge. IhiE wades through a ford a„<t 

only certain ford* ; if a death occurs in his dan, he may not 

attend any of the funeral ceremonies unless he- first resigns 
liis office and descends from the e.valted rank of milkman to 
thm of a mere common mortal. Indeed it iipjicam that m 
old days he h.iJ to rtaign the seals, or rather the palls, of 
office whenever any member of his dan departed this life. 
However, these he-.vy restraints urr laid in their entirety 
only on milkmen of the very highest class. 1 Among the 
Tm1a» tlime .ire milkmen arid milkmen; and sumo of Uicm 
get off more lightly in consideration of their humbler 
•iUiion in liter Still, apart from the dignlt y they enjoy, the 
let even of these other milkmen t> not aTtdgetliflf .% happy 
one Tim?, for example, at a place called Kunodm there is 
a dairy-temple of a cniifcaJ form- The milkman wfu, has 
charge of n must be celibate during the tenure of hi* office i 
he must sleep in the calves' home, a very flimsy structure 
with Jin Open door uml a me place that gives little heat: h c 
may wear only one very scanty gftnttait: he must take his 
meals sitting on the outer trail which surrounds the dairy : 
in eating he may not put Ids hand p> l.is ftps, but must throw 
the food Into hi* tripnth ; and in drinking he may not put to 
,tI# 1( P J the leaf which -crvci as j cup, he m«M tilt his bead 
back -md pour the Ikjuiri into hh mouth in a jet Irom above. 
Wfth the exception of a single layman, who i« a I lowed to 
laiiir tire uiiikin.su company, hut who K also bound to celi¬ 
bacy and has a bed rigged tip for him in the calves 1 houvo, 
n.j otlwr jc'tiii it allowed to gn near this very sue ret i dairy 
under any pretext whatever, No wonder that some years 
Eg» the dairy w*. unoccupied and the office of mflknum 
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stood VBCilrt. "At the pre-^nt lime, M)» 

Mnwn fat m**<* ■** ^ 

to thirty or forty only. So br *. j 
the failure to Occupy the dairy constantly i> due o H 

«tt*lcnfate hardship* «a ^rf™ wln C h inve lo bc 
endured by the holder of the oitue or rb.ryiTum. n«d jj* 
time & probably not far dim ant when lids dairy, our of 
mo* tarred among the Tod*% will altogether to be 

u*od."' 

^ 3. /Vrwt* ^ /&- .C/iVi/«rtf>n*i Mr 7 Vwr/*™f ?**** 

The temJHUBtWf observances attached to >N? royal s- 
nriHtlv office produced their natural eiTrtt. I'.itl.rr tll - u IjumJ.m. 

Srf SIS SU KUdk — WM jH 

abeyant* I or (touting i-. they sank under 

spiritless creature*. doUtoetl recluses it«tn whoat JJ™^S3ft5 
Vr* the reins of government slipped into the hn«r g««P « 
otmrni Who were often content to wield the MW « 
sovereignty without its mmt In some country ihw r ft 
in the supreme power deepened into a total 'J*J 

MDaratfon of the "pMtod and temporal powers, the oW 

tovalhonse retaining iheir pM& 

Lbc civil government passed into the hands of a younger 

i» * pyr* ^ ”‘ ,,, t ii r'htsr 

« » that in Cnmlwili. il i* <*“ 

kinpbii. oI «™ .nd Wto npon itin -= 1 «™< ^ 

Ls.^'Jl to In S.vnjn itod d» toinniy **«%«». 
^ .p an end because at last no cue could hr induced*.™* 

[p ucer.it Ihc djmgcn-u, distinction.* In some parts 

U wct Africa, when the ft* dies, e toni y emmed Is 

«3 held to determine his success- He ™ 

t | 1( , choice falls b suddenly smed, bound, mil) tW« 

into Ihe fetiiti-how*. whore b- « hep! u» du«,m L n in 

t* to accept the crown. SOCtBUmO the h«r find* 
mean" or evading the honour which it b sought 10 thru, 
him. » toel«. chief U> been huoum to go *>« 
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Jfciiictuw constantly firmed, n^olutc to rrj«flt by GifUe any a! letup! u 
ISi™ishirh«ti ' ni ^ l& The ^ivagc Tiinmes uf Slnr* 

iiiih i« Leslie, who etect their kfng^ reserve to tlwrmdvcft the rigid 
iHJitWef- Q f (mating him on the eve uf hfa curaiaifoii ; am! they avail 


•ittaiMfc ihninsslvc* of Ebb ttnatiUittonal priirtfege with *uch hearty 
goodwili that sometimes the unhappy rnotinrch does nol 
hmg survive hi# dcvulfon to t]ir throne. Hence when the 
leading cbfefy haw a spite at a man and wfiti to rid them 
>clves of him, they deet him king, 1 Formerly* before a 
man was proclaimed Wm; of SEcmi 1 .etine, ir used to be the 
custom to laid him with chains and thrash him* Then the 
fetters were knocked njT, the kingly robe was placed cm him, 
and he received in his hands the symix;] of royal dignity* 
which was nothing but the axe of the executioner. 1 It L§ 
not therefore surprising to read that in Sierra Leone* where 
such customs have prevailed* “ except among Hie Mandlngoc* 
Md Suxces, few kings are natives of the com Utica they 
go vent. So different are tbdr idem from aur\ that very 

few ;,re solicitous of the honour, and COTtipctflion b very 
seldom heard of** Another writer on Sierra I^unt; tells 
ufl that Bs the honour of reigning* so much coveted In Europe, 
ij very frequently rejected m Africa, m\ recount of the 
attached to it* which smmihtm greatly exceed* 
the revcmxn of the crown." 1 A fufuctanoe to accept the 
sovereignty In the Ethiopian kingdom of G Ingiro iv.is 
simulated, if not really felt, as we team from the old Jesuit 
mi^tunarfes, ** They wrap up the dead king's body (u 
cosily garments, and killing a cow* put it into the hide ; 
tbeti nil those who hope to succeed him. being his sous at 
others of the royal blood* flyirig from the honour they covet* 
abscond and hide tlwmsdves in the wnoda. Tills done* the 
doctors, who are nil great sorccrerj, agree among themsdve* 
who shah be king, and go out Co seek him, when entering 
the wfwh by means of their enchantment!* they say, a Iurge 

* jATtir-cfritmi, p, jt 0 

Pit /c* A'jj.Y/, i m tf ri . H 4 t * * | 

a || T * f Minimi* mg;# fti Srsm 
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, ittvom-*: of srwruAL mom tumwkal mwm n 

bird ealtel ■* % » *w «glc, come <l»»n *\tb mighty 

dies over the place where he is hid, anti they find » » 
Mmitnut’d Uy lymw. tyym. snake, anti filter «■“■*** 
gather'd *l»u< him by witchcraft. The * «'.»" ( ' , ' rce '. > 

#0«t LiM ***** *“* l ’P°" who wk «" “«?» 

and sometime kifllofi SOB* of thr.n, to m*^ ;; 1 ; 

Thev take all in p*d port, ifcfcfldmg them*?U«> fT 

2? »n. .Ill 4 <4 h)« n* fer ».n 

awny by fort*. be Still struggles and ew«i} I" **'"* 
taking upon him ttm httnhe" of fiWWmdWfc a" ***4. ^ 
meto^fantt anti hypocrisy. 1 ■ T1 ^ ftrtef i i, -&*»-- ** 

The Mikados of Japan «*«> ^ 10 ^ 7^ ofl ™ 
*. expoiiCT! of Wmfatlnft <**??*/& S?2’^SS1. 

«. preB ,e powor tol tot .. to; 1 ^ i-SgT 1 

Tycoons. long th(s l«irr|K»rfti 'O.cr i, _f„,i,rt-l 

traced to (he nbdieUon of * «rtnln Mtkado in &**£*52 l 
U three-ycar-otd w>n- The having b«n 

wretod by a usurper fmm ihc iufini pmn the «y« «*J 

U* Mil Jo was chtnpioned by YofHn.no. a mao *rg 

srrssr 

tH«Y *W-«U mt0 ^TEyE round Of empty 

Ihtir palace and «*•**“*' £ f —,*»«( was 

mrnm !** t1,c ™ £S 1 n Tonquin the men- 
managed J ^ , ikr h fa lessors in 

anchy ran a wmOitf “jine. * M f rea the throne 

effeminacy and doth the to f. _ ufhQ fron , „ 

fc SJS^tSM^S? *• «£ 

brother Tring pul *-* S 

retaining, however, for tiiitiself 

■ r*, ft*rw» * /*"*** V* “"?'(/!!'.;.*» *iJ CaU-o 'f th * 
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dignity of general of all the forces. 1 lies set forward the 
kings »r «frw, though invested wttfc the title and pomp of 
sovereignty, ceased io gwetm While they Jived secluded 
in their palaces all real political power was wielded by Ukc 
hereditary general* or rfej. 1 The present king of SikWifi, 
*flkc most of hh> predecessors In ibr kingship, h a mere 
puppet in the hands of Lis crafty prints, who have made 
a sort of finest-ting of him. They encourage hfm by 
every means In their pointer to leave the government tii 
ihem. wtiM he cfevcLe* all hh time to ihv degrading rites 
of devil-worship, and the ceaseless muttering <d meaningless 
Jargon, of which the Tibetan form of Llutidhbm chiefly 
cortdflt^ They <fouLirr that lie i - a saint by birth, that he 
h the direct descendant nl” the grenlc^l king of Tibet, the 
curmnised Srotigtsan Gatnpo, who was a contemporary ol 
Mahomed in the seventh century Ad* and who first intro- 
*1 uCcit RuHSmni to Tibet, 1 * “ This* saintly lineage, which 
^ectitcs for the king's penfon popular homage amounting to 
worship, is pmbchlv, however* a mere invention of the 
prints to glorify their puppet-prince for their own sordid 
ends. Such devices are common in the East/** The 
custom regularly observed by the Tahitian king? of alrdi- 
carhig on the berth ol" a son* who \vils Immediately pm- 
c!alined sovereign and received his tulier's honiAye, may 
perhaps have originated,, like the similar custom uccastanaHy 
practised by the Mikado^ fri a with io shift to other 
shoulders ihe irksome burden of royalty; for in Tahiti a* 
elsewhere Use sovereign wiu subjected to a sy^rem of 
vexaUous restriction* Jit Msngaia, annthri Polynesian 
island, religious and civil authority Were lodged in separate 
hands, spiritual run ctions being dif-i Wg<-ri by a line of 
hereditary kings, while the temporal govern mens was en¬ 
trusted from I infer us time to a victorious warahid, whose 
investiture, however, had to bit completed by the king. To 
the latter were assigned the hsl lands, and he received 
daily offerings of the choicest food. 4 Thu Mikado and 
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Tycoon of Japan had their coimterparti in tin* JU*» Till 
,iliJ VtmUvdii i>r Fiji, The Knkti Tui “ = ‘ * ln ' Reverend ll|( ^>i 
of Sacred Ivins- Tin: Vt mi vain was the K*4 «f VV: " ;' r 
War King- In one kingdom 3 qcrtuiin 1 liaketnbau. who rtwJ , 
«u the War King, kept all power in 10 * own tomb, but in JJ™ 
a neighbouring kingdom the real ruler was the Sacred 
Kim-.* Stmil 'ly In Tonga, besides the civil king or Hvw. 
whose right i.jthc throne was partly hereditary and partly 
derived iroirt hU warlike reputation and the number of Ha 
fighting tiieti. there was a great divine chief attfod 7 <mte*£» 
nr “Chief of Tonga," who ranked above the Sting and the 
other chief. in virtue oi lu* supposed descent from one of «he 
chid goil 3 . Once a yt-itr the first-frutts of the ground were 
offered to him at a -olemn ceremony, and it was bdteved 
that if there offering* wnte not made the vefieciiw* of the 
goiU would tali in a signal mmuicr on the people. I cciihat 
forms of speech, and. ft* were applied to no oncciM, wtm 
user! in speaking of him, and everyihing that he chanced U> 
touch became saenrd Or Hbodcd- When he and the king 
met. the monarch hurl * down on the ground m token 
Of respect unih his tell** had part ** Vet though he 
enjoyed the highest veneration by ft*** of hi? . mne 
origin, this sacred peonage po**s«d no gfben 
authority, and if he Veuttrrcd to meddle with .iffniw of 
slate it was at the risk ot receiving a rebuff irom the 
king, to whom the teal p<»vr, belong'd, ^hoGnalJy 
sJeM in ridding himself of bb 1*0*1 rival* The 
king of Lite Crtw rtSUUrly .hared his Rwer with a 
pSSk -hom hi, subjects called a god. Th.* » 

Ted a solitary life in * «ve on a to y moon am. scemg 

few people but the king and hi* “«*'d-nU HI* ““‘“J** 

HIM much to the kings Mm "» ^ 

IscUeved li.at he was thereby omWod to imparl to them the 
arnittumds and admonitions of the gud* M A the ns the 
king, degeoo»t «1 into little mote ih-n sacred futtetionari^ 
S it t laid that .he institution of <he new office 0 < 
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t*ofcmarch or War Lord w/i» mtdcnri fir«r>Wiy by tbdr 
pwinj effeminacy , 1 American examples of Use jiartlUnn 
of authority between i king ami a poj.r have already been 
dt»d From the early hiiuuy of Mexico and Colombia-* 

M w( ln "«"« P*«> of western Africa two king* reign tide by 
o.-.W «*** ■ foUh or wiigkmi king and a civil kin... but the 
* ' v “' fe ‘>*h Wnv i» ntallj' JHipfcnu Jle control* the weather and 
■o forth. Mild can put .1 Hop l« everything. When 1 st lay. 
fail red tlatT cm the ground, no one may tkt way Thh 
djvtifon of power between a uocii and .1 ocular ruhre it 
10 ire met with wherever the true negro cidlitre has. beet, 
left uttWofatoJ. but where the utgra Irnm of -ndety has 
been dritiobcj, 4, hi 1 tohamey and \ -hunter, there ii a 
tendency to consol ki*i* the two [»wcrt m a tingle 
kin;'/ Thus, for exansjitr, there Used to iw 4 frtuah kins 
id New CiUb*r who ranked above the ordinary Mm; (n 
all native mattem wlit'ther rrlipim or civil, and at* ay* 
walked in front of him ot» public oecTuiom, attended by w 
slavr who held ,m utnbrclla over hi 1 head. HI* opinion 
cwrrkii sprat welghl * The office and (lie cause* which led 
to it* extinctnm are ihm described by ■ mis titulary who 
ipcnt many yean in C.ilatar: The worship of the , oopk 
It now given npecblly to thdr various f./ew/, one of u. fetch, 
eadrti N'Hein link, ii u sort of Mtefory deity nf the country. 
An imiivntujl tfaj appointed to lake charge of Lists object 
of worship, nbti bore the name of King Calabar , and 
likely, in bypait timet. fN><*«vd Itie power indicated isy the 
Ihle. being both king ami priest. JI* fend il, a tribute the 
•kint of all leopard* killed, and hfeotdd a dive tnke refuge 
in bbshrine he belonged to NJcni ferik. The office, hi Z- 
ever, rrn posed certain restrict jcni? on it* occuj'uiiil He for 
instance, could not partake of food in the prenmat of 
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, wroxi-E u* srMWAi. F*Oif temporal Mivm n 

M.iy 0 .K and he w» p»hn>il«i r«m. engaging 

0.1 account t.r xbe* Bfl.J ‘Hh=f dUaMitlts, when the■ 

holder of the ou.ee dW.* pour old man of I he Cobhum-tag- 

Guntl,.. no sue^swr found for him, and [he priesthood 

h», b«oi»c extinct * 1 One of the . neon veme nee* 

a i «ueh an ofT.ee ii that the bat* of the fetish king enjoy* 

UiP tfuht gf sanctuary, *> t0 i**™* Tlllte 

limn a roukcry uf barf chaiaclws. Ihiu on the Grain 
Coo^l of Africa the fcthh king or Bo.ho, as he }ji 

cdkrf ‘’exercise* the functtotn of a hlgb-gt**b and is 
« pjotccior of the whole nation. He «*» * * 

2Se providerf for him by the people. ^ take core of the 
tetftmS fetiches. lie enjoy* *mr irn.mmlltc in virtue nt 
hii. oilier. hut in subject to certain restriction* *h.ch more 
sjiAi: courderbalimec h» pHVflq^*. H* boh* b * 

„Uch culprits may betake thaiudw* *• 

danger of being removed by »">' anc ««l» l ■ >' « ’«*»♦ 
himself " 1 One of these Idlin' reigned nffi^ be®«* of the 
tori of people who quartered thwirtdw «| bhn> Lhe eOs 
of feeding tiieuii ntsrf the wabbles they had oBWng diem- 

l\ n l Ur led a ctf-und^C ^ J 1 *' 0 io \ thl “ ^ 

n*i, tht-re C4.t« a ™n with homkMul mania wncJ by 

™n«tk fit*- surf toon afttWWM ‘he thcpiierd 

-*i-*« i* '-f “ - * 

and Busttfowl odiec bodily injury In a personal wntke 

um3 to & ^JESS'S 

Oriiluriy monarch, a Kin, of the Night, who «*^. *****'■ 

U.c incurs -if iforkneM from sp*et to sm-nsc t lc 

shew hira^df in the '■inset after the run was up HI- J > 

„. a3 to I^rai the struts with lib satellite* 

Whom he found abroad after a «rtflm hour, bach band a 

his catchpot* was led by a man ^Mbl™ 

from head to foot wider ■ COIUEIli c “ lns of * ? “*7 ta 
bksu on a shell which caused every one that braid u to 

rimd.icr. Tiw King or the Night never met the ordinary 
. I,. ihUK ^ W /A «j- SSSiSS 9 m *** * M “ 

■'#<■. JTr* bliii^ -iLcwt'^V 'S 0 h i ^ M«y It, KirmOrj, >• 

t, \v,u-i p HSe-,- ^ *** 

t &!?££; - '* - ^ ** **■ u>w> r 


rm buhuzn ;«/■ nor At f r 


kiitjj eaecy! Cfi t|w fin* ->mt L’.( iby-i of thtrfi 

leijir; Cofr e«H gf I hem invested the nthrr willt office aim! 
pa/4 hfrti lire Ui| honour* at death-' With (hi* King o) 
tla Night at I'mtu Novo *c may com jure a certain If lug 
Hawaii wit:, vtm «a very 'urrert that m> man mirht ■.<* 
ilfih, even accirirufAily, by thy- under pain ol dentil: liv 
wily shewed him id I by iiijhi* 

«ri ui!*'" in * Drllt oi die Kart Indian tdaml gf Timor wt 

ro*s'*m W** 1 * partition tif power like that which t- retur 

^ ,hc dvi * k "K "*> Uje fetkh Mug gf western 
Africa. bamr m rcf site 1 knurr,#: IrlJb*^* Twinin’ S aw rijm-lu, 
the ordinary or civil rapth. who goveent I he people and 
the Cetinb or Ucoo rajah iuj/j nhi> ii charged 

with the control of every thing ilia? cenwm the -nrth 
nnd It.i product* Tjit* Utter rtilej- h«> Hie right of 
dedtwn g anything taboo; h» pcntdcno.i mtui be obtained 
befoic new land may be limught under cuilivaiion, «ur| he 
nmst fK rfurfo certain necessary ttttttnanfrs when the work 
ia beitig carried out. |f dmugbl or Wight threaten* the 
ctopr., lift help j. Invoked to *ii*tr them. Though be rank* 
below ifir civil refill*, he rxcrcr.rt a momentmr* influence on 
t >e «nn>e cjf evcrilt. fur his *«nlnr colleague it bound 1o 
CtHJjiuU him jn all important mat!era. In wotne of the 
neighbouring lihmdi, nidi u Rptti and eastern Flore*. a 
spiritual ruler of the same vort If recognised under v«[ou« 
native mmo, which all mean "lord of the ground."* 
blmiiarly in the Mrkco district of Hrltidi New fiulnt ‘4 
there h a daubc due fin bin hip. The people i re divided 
into two jjnoapi according lo families. and each of the 
I^ujn has hi chief One of the two b Uic war chief, the 
oilier » !he taboo (0b) ebfc£ The office or the latter }* 
bcrcdirajj-; his duty ia to hnpo>e n taboo on any of the 
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viruses, or smrrvAt. rwu wra *1 


cmiu, Midi a* ihe COflomiM and ««<■ HU '*« wl«?iM!Vcr Uevritgto 
flunk* 11 dc.h-.iWe to prohibit thrir ^ l»* <llKv ' A ' r riii’-i■» 

may [wrhaps detect the hqjlnmng of a Iir1»t)>- dynasty, but **“» 
ai yd life functions appear to I* more nwgiral ,lmiJ 
fdJgwu*, being concerned with the mntnai of :lie lwn.au 
rat hr r thaw with the pJO^tMkm of hfgt*f i 
members of another family me bontni to ^ to it du- lh= 
taboo Unpored by the chief is **ricUy ebatned. F« 
tHirusw wine laiufcoeti or fifteen men of *1* family w™ 
a sort of constabulary- Every cvnnlr^r they go found the 
village urtn«l with efife end ditgulwal with mesluor 
All the time they are hi office they are forbidden (o live 
trith their wives and even to loci: at a woman, Hence 
wnmen may not *i«It their hmw» while the wn VWS 

tltdr renuufa Further, the constaMfcs on duty arc prv- 
hihilttl fioni Chdrin;; held nut and drinking 
tel the arena ami cW^tWU should nor ipow. **«« 
h a -how of mtU, the taboo M ptodanu* -hat o 

a certain day the teUietinti will wine ro a " , In 

i'onape, tint of the ftuohtte Island* the Stin&Mp u cwfdive 
within tbc limits of the blood royal, wlu.h nm* !n the 
fanafe line. » that the sovereignty jmk * back*«d*“T 
fonvanl, betw«n family which we ,«kcnhw^d^ 
the mak line. MA regard as distinct. Th**mm 
monarch mu*t he in 0 ccr,Jin S * 3 g* “JSJ 

know the places wlme Urn *icml *>"« are ^5 

he has to .rat fcfanttlf. H* must ^ 

word, and prayer, of the liturgy-, *ud after In* ***** £ 
mux rccim 11mm at the pUce of ti.* *** ^ * 

enjoy, only the honour* of hi* office: the real P»m «T 
JSmi an: in tire tar* of Ufa pnm*-®tmster or vfakr. 
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CMAl'TER II 


TH* T'KKII.S O) T1IE soin. 

| J. Tkt S*ml mi J Afawtilin 

The foregoing examples have taught a* Uwt the oflke of 
yibuiiw a lacrrd ting nr print is often hedged fu by * serins of 
burdensome nalrfrtioiis or taboos, of which * prlrvripal 
purpose apf¥-aj 1 lo hr to pn-^rve (Ik life cif the 4Mor limn 
for tic good of his people. Hut if thr abject pf rite tahr*,, 
b to live hi. life, the ijunlkm atim, ! low b their edoerv- 
vjcc suppaxd to effect ilm rinU To Mndcrutaiil this wr 
tmut Uiioip She Ti.ilitie of the danger which threaten! the 
kin^’i life, and which it 1* the intent inn of Hume curroui 
restrictions to guard against, Wc roust, therefore, silt t 
Whitt tlflo early man understand by tlctilh t To what 
Cauxa dues he attribute Jf? And how door he think 
it may be guarded agnjnet f 

.^.'.VV- l ^ c Iarli d*' couummly exjimiis the processes of 

it. ir U im» inanimate future by lEupp-vnrtg that tltcy ore produced by 
weTLw being! working in or behind the phenomena, « he 

ik|** explains I lie phenomena of life itidf if ji, aniinjJ live, and 
n|riVt3 i ' r fr ‘*n only* be. he think-. Ij-uiiv their b 4 little 
•J** live animal ftuhJe which move* ft: if a bum lives ml move* It 
C4t» only be because he has a lillle inun or intlmaj inside who 
e**A mow* him The xitimal inside tie aitJmaj, the man 

the man, if the Mill And ns tie activity of an animal or 
mar) fa explained by Ihe presence of the vail, -jj die repair 
of sleep or dcnlJi i. explained by Jl* absence, sleep Or trance 
t)ci»g the temporary, death being Uu* jerriuncnr absence of 
ihe :vouL Hence if death be the ixrniaacnt absence of the 

at 
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continued the mlwiofinryi 1 ,el ’ * - a-t there is*. 

3fiTk2w.1« .V Uttte 

... H T .v .Wj, «,mr- nf the blacks replied, i. > 
or,f - '■■ i j ^ [jtile body within the bfenst. 

Wn <bD *-two, «* *£j£ »«■ W ft(W *** 

(.In where lh . • ■ ^ |n£o ^ «j, 

«** k went bchhKl A Hu(onj tboufihl 

and mme nUd «*y not £» ■ audicgs; in «hort. 

,1 1C ^ lU ] titu-l ■ head nod twly. a,,T1 * j b 
th ' .1-fr- Hi tic cmxfct Oi the mnn himidf 1 tin 

that it w« * compkie lil*M= i">« ^ ahar* 

**** J- 

^ihcbodyhW^ of jj^ Colurnhu, 

tint toe, AccflfOWB w . b , he („„„ 

tltc soul hsii th® sh®!* o a , __ 1 t owner is hats and 

of live hrfttl. Si* MS A * ' L ciinse It W*e* l 19 u P ri ft ,n l’ &s '*l fon * 
lirarty, h ut when frtun.au* *•■ _■ ■ ( u f the Lower 
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llur:-are ih.ulnwt I h 1 [ U-: Malay* rtjmHv ttn' liiriiiin 

««* {jTi*.*ngaf t u j liiUc man. wwfly mvi-.tbv anti <if tli* 
of a. thumb, who 04 iTr»j*mJi» exactly (n shape, pit*' 
piMtlun. Oft J even In vuiuplexiim l» the man m whi<«c body 
he reside, Tbi* mamdkin It uf 4 Him tmauUtartM nature, 
though nr?! *o impalpable but that it ms) ettt*e di-fplnot 
inent on entering a physic*! object, tiki it can (tit quickly 
frrvtn pl*rs Id pUft. it Ei temporarily utiHrnt from the 
Indy 111 vtccpy trailer, and (iiirase, anil permaiMtnlly absent 
alter dir*til. 1 

IItt lihcierit t-pyj-ii.ini hdlneJ that <■ i,<- man hat a uitd 
v>», wliidt m hif exact amntopatt or rl.Mihlr, with the turtle 
features, the same galr, even the quw drw 41 the nun him- 
*e!f Many nf lhr monuments doting from the eighteenth 
cmt«r>’ onviaril-j represent vailcm* king* uppcurjng he hire 
divinities, while behind the king stands hie auui o» doubk. 
[n-rtruycd no a tittle man with the ieilitf* fcaturr^ Some <.<1 
the fd»i* in the temple at l.tixur illustrate the tuith uf King 
Amcnnphi* til. Willi*: the quern-mot hi t i» being tended 
by two gmfcfeaet nctin;: mfdwiwev two other grvldr-w 

arc bringing *',v4y iwu lininn. 11 iie*v-l» -r n clyil>|(.-*>, uniy mi 1 
Of which » iupponrd to Uj « child of ih >lt ami Nm*i the 
Inscription* engraved above (Iwlr be*d* ■h:* tli.iT, wink !lir 
fird !-. AiuenfjpliK the teeornJ i. his *udl nr -knjhk And 
an with kiitg-i «nd queen* wi it wa* with comm,*;* men and 
w'oiiionL Wlsmetrtr 4 child wn* botsi, lin e wan bom wiih 
him 4 double which fallowed hint Tbfv>«;,;h the various stages 
of life ; young while h: was ytmng, it ,;nrw to maturity and 
declined dong with him- And not only lmman hsingn, but 
grd. and owlirials. stones and trees, natural and artificial 
objects. every body and everything hid ilsown soul or d mb* 
Tlie dcnibk. of ..s-Tit and sheep wear the duplicate* t,f the 
original oxen or sheep; the double- of linen or tx»*k of 
Chairv nr knives, l id the same inrm 4* the mar iinrn, bedn. 
charm, and knives, So thin and 'mirth was The rtinT. ->0 fine 
fln*l delicate tht Its! nre oi these double*. that they made no 
impression on *rdJnaTy eycr. Only cemtti dosses ol priest j 
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II 


THE SOlft. AS A MAmtxm s$ 

or .. ci i vcrr enabled by natumi gifts or special imining to 
peretivr the double of lilt gods, and to win from them .1 
kiiwMite of Use j^ist and the future. The doubles of men 
anti thin;*? were bidden from sight in the ordinary cohiw of 
lift: , «itl. they sometime* flew out of the body endowed with 
cobut md voice, IcH it in a kind of tram*, and departed to 
nuicito-t itenselvca at a distance.' 

So enact I* Uie resemblance of the mannikin to the man, 
in other ft ord*. of the -mil to the body, that, as I he re :ut 
til bodies and thto bodies, so there are fat mauls am! thin 
4tmt« t* u (btreasc heavy bodies and light bodies, long txxlkn 
hi ! Iipsrt bodies, »o iLntr .ire Ju. Ay wit’s and light wills, long 
-ontswi I short »■ ■ids. The people erf Mas 'on irfond to the 
we-sr jf Sumatra' think that every man, before he is tora, 
U a.keii how limp or how heavy a soili he won Ed tike, and a 
i. ,nt of the detared weight or length U measured out ten him 
'["he heaviest soul ever glytrO nut weigh* about ten rnmines. 
The length of a itian’i life in prohibited 10 the length of 
hi* mid childicn who die young lmd short souls' The 

h'ijfan 1 -mi" pi Jon oftlw soul u* ,» liny human lictoy comes 
clearly out in the customs observed at the death uf a chief 
aiiinit.’ hr Sakcto tribe. when a chief dies, certain men. 
who irr the Iv icditary undertakers, call him, as he lies. oiled 
on.! noiaibented, tin fine mam, saying. " Riac, sir, ihc chief. 
,T.,d let it* hr going. The day has come over the bmt" 
Then they conduct him to llie liver side, where the ghostly 
ferryman coitus to ferry NaUU. ghosts neross the stream, 
1 <■ > 01 - » IW-, ( 1 S 4 O), j»c 
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A» they thw attend Lhr chirf on hit laid journey, they hold 
'thdr t-fesil fin derm to the ground to abater him, be^rw, 
ui oik <rf thrui explained so .* mu nonary, “ Mu *u»] iv only 
4 little child." * Pftopk tn the Pnnjiiab who tattoo thi-it*- 
idve* believe that at death the kjwI, *• tire littSr entire man 
or ttrotban" iniide the mortal frame, will (jo to Heaven 
hhironed with the amt tattoo pattern* which adorned 
the tiody in life. 1 Sometime*, however. 93 we dull .et 
the human *ouJ it conceived not m hutlurt but tn an bin I 
form. 


$ 3- A’tfi,- ,inj 4>f tKt A\W 


*'1™^ ^ ,,tlllJ 11 cc4tl,1w ' ll| y iuppwred to rvrjpc hy the 

natural opening* ot Use body. tipedaliy 1 t*e month and 
^ ouitriU. Hence In Celt bet they atmtime* in'ten fi*b- 

'rrw, <£ hook* to 4 tick iiufi't note. tuvei, and feet, ... that if h» 
nhouhf try lo escape it may be fonW arid held 
fa-^L* A I mik on ihe Kanm Kiver, in Borneo, rrfu«il so 
put with vijtne hi^ik'Ulie atone*, tn-au*-' ihry, a» it here, 
hooked hi-. stud lo hi- body, and ih» prevented she •prrtttMl 
I'.irtian of hitn Irom becoming detached from the inalrriiL' 
When a Set flyulr eorerrer or mMidne-man ii imitated, 
hi' finger* arc vuppuved to lie fnrtmhcd with lidr-houk*. 
wiih which he will thereafter tloteb the human soul in 
the act of flying away, and rectors it lo tin* body ci the 
mflerer 1 But hooka, it it plain, may he? used to catch the 
«ouh of ciretnic* a,i well a* nf (Wendi Acting cm thl*. 
principle head-hu liter* in Borneo hang u-ooden hr* <k% he ride 
the iktilh of their slain enemies hr die Irif-f that I hi* help* 

1 hem on 1 heir foray, to lrook in frcilr had*.' When it* 
epidemic ii racing, the Gtvsjiro. Indian* of Colombia attribute 
rt to an evil -.pfrft,il may be the prowling ^hontrif .in enemy 

'IklulUt. Ub fimm. In * 14‘ttMrl*. 
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eo ikes hung- *fnfi£* fbnilalioi with book* Imfn the roofs nf 
titcir hul* and (mm till ihe tn'c^ in ihc neighhaurhood, in 
ftnkrz lhal 11h: demon c;f yhn t itiny be caught an .1 hflfjjc 
ttrrd ihci rcimicmd paper Ice*; In harm thcm^ Simliarty the 
Cslr.haquif Indian* to the west of Paragpiay used 10 p3am 
itrrou? in thfr ground ab 'lit n nek truiu to keep death from 
getting it hrtiL 1 One af Ehr implements of a tlaada medicine- 
oiu n tv a holteiv bone* iu which he bottle 1 ! up departing 
r oub, and io raforL-v them to f hinr owners. 5 When any one fr*m 
pwrt’) tra then- presence the Hindoo* always atinp Lhdr 
thumbs, believing that this will hinder the soul from fining uuy 
thrfiijjjh the open mouth* 4 The iMarqumaas used to hold 
the mouth and nose of a dying man* in order to keep him in 
life by preventing hii tout from escaping ; 1 the same custom 
is reported o( the New Caledonians ;* and with the [fle* 
intention the Bagobro of the Philippine Island* put tings of 
brass wipe on thr wrisU or anklet of their stiekJ On the 
other hand* ihe Itnnatn&s in South America seal up the 
eyes* ik^c, and mouth of a dying person* in case Ids ghost 
ihoiilrt get out and any off other*; 1 and for a dinitar 
reaMii the people of Ninj, who fear the spirits of the 
wrady detent mfi identify them with the breath, seek tu 
coniine the vagrant toul in its earthly tabernacle by bunging 
up the nose or lying up the jaws tif the corpse^ Before 
[caving a corpse the Wukdljicra in Australia uj^hJ tu place 
hoi metis irt its cart in order to keep the gbiisl In the body, 
until they had got Such a gotni nm that lie could not 
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* 

overtake them liaiuinun* mourner* plus; thdr nostril* 
with detr?ki;t. huir, or hay Tor several days* probably to 
prevent their soiils from following thul of their <fap*rte 4 
rrtend ■ die custom 1 * especially incumliefit tin lire person* 
«*“ *«“ file Corpse.* Jn southern Cetebea, to hinder 

n* hSj. lh e escape uf 4 woman’* soul at thililhirtfa, the mine 
lies a band as lightly a- possible round the body 
of tlw expectant mother.* The Miriaogk^bauCT* of 
Siunutru ofo-nr it similar custom, .1 akein of threap or a 
Itriitj; it oniKtimen fastened rotUld the wrist nr loins nf a 
woman in childbed, m that when her soul sucks to depart 
in her hour of travail it may find the egress bund , 1 
Among tile Keyan* of Bomcv illnes> is aitr ibnteij to 
the absence of the -onl; 90 when a man has been ill and 
is wdl again, he attempts to prevent his soul from departing 
affr-U For this purpose he tfci tin; timtU in to his body 
bj' fastening round his wiiit a piece of string on which a 
lui-ftt. nr antique bead, is threaded; for a magical virtue 
appear* to lie ascribed to such heads. But lest the string 
and the brad sfcnuid be broken and lost, he will Mjniclim.m 
tattoo the pattern uf the bead 00 In* wrist, sod I hiss U found 
to answer the purpose of tethering lib soul quite as well." 
Again* the Koryak of North-Eastern Ada fancy that if 
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tlicre ;ue t'.v(V -i :k people In a house ami one of them is at tThlf , 

"Jn; L>t -■ vtirnjfty the '.■til of 'lie r■ tiler is. opt to lie lured lnlS " 
jitvay by tiler vf-ul of the dying man; hence jit order to 
hiinief iLt departure iliey tie the jtalrent’s neck by a siring 
to the band i of the sleeping-tent and recite a charm over 
the string so lltHl it may t« sure to detain the iOiiL 1 * * * * * * * 9 And 
feat live ftiitl of a babe should eieape iind be lost an 
aorijt as it i.i bom, the Affoors of Celebes, when i\ birth is, 
about to take place, tire careful to close every opening hi the 
hniMrr. even the keyhole ; and they stop up every chink and 
cranny in the waits Also they lie up tbs mouths of slU 
arifmals fiwlde and outside the house, for fear one ol tlieoi 
might vwalfcnr the child's tsout. For a afanllttr rtyt-wn all 
person* present in the house, even tlie mother herself, are 
obliged to keep their mom he shut the whole time the birth 
is taking place. When the question was put. Why they did 
not hold their noses also, test the chihfk soul should get into 
one of them ? the answer was that breath being exhaled 
as well as inhaled through the noiirik the sJuj would 
he expelled before it could have lime to settle down.' 

Popular expression* in Ihc b n gunge uf civilised jwopks, 
such aa to have oufr’a heart in one 1 # mouth, or the soul «n 
the tips or in tile none. then, how natural )» tile iiti il that the 
life or souf may escape by llie mouth or nostril*, 1 

Often ibc soul is conceived ns a bhd ready to take tw■»! 
(light. This conception hast probably left tracer in meet! Jl * Wni 
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* THE VKRTtS OF THE SOUL 


2^ k ' 1Kua F + - 1 111111 k fJj, ^ fs 113 » in poetry. H„ t 

"‘ lJK <* metaphor lo a modern European j> ( cf was w>bcr 
rantcsI to ,l “ 11 va -' <*wetor. ami ii .rill w to ninny 

peijple. The Bororos of fincfl fttky that the human 
aotil hss the simp* "I 4 bird, and f.r. v-.es in (lint stiaoc 
out of the body in tlnums.* According to the Hilmil* 
ni Bella Cools Indians of British Columbia the soul 
d\w]la in the (tape i>f the mck and resembled a bird 
enclosed In an tigg. if the shell breaks and the soul flic* 
uuyy, the men must die. Jf he swoons or becomes cnixed, 
« i* because his mul has I Sown aivay without breaking its 
*MI, The shaman can hear the buying of its wings. like 
the hint of a mastjufto, as (he soul lifts past ; ami he may 
catch and replace it in the nape of fin owner'* neck* \ 
Melanesian wizard in Uper* fslamj | iai Wn known to 
Kiid out hi?i soul in the form or an eagle to pursue a ship 
and learn the fortunes of some native* who wen? being- 
camcfl off In ft.‘ The soul of Arislca* of IWonncsua was 
”***” from lifs mouth In the shape of ■, men* 

there is a popular opinion In Bohemia that the piling soul 
conies forth from the month like a white bio!/ The Malays 
carry out the conception of (he bird-soul in a number of odd 
ways ft (lie soul i, a bin! on the wing, ii may be attracted 
by rice, and *> either prevented from Liking wing or lured 
’ ac ^ a - Lim flight. Thus in Java when n 

chfkttft pitted on the ground for the first time is moment 
which uncultured people seem to regard as csprcinllv 
1 .mgerous), {t !>. put in a hen-coop and the mother make* 4 
clue urn; sound, as tl she were calling hens/ Amongst the 
^ ittss of Sumatra, when a man returns from .1 dangerous 
enterprise, gmmr. of rice are placed on his head, and these 
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grsin^ are billed/W« ?< r W ,, /umit, that is, meaiu (r, make the t> t », a , 
- ,niJ (Jamii\ May *i home*" In f av-t also rice is placed on the " jncrl '«J 
of persons who have escaped * fifca t danger or havc^t? 
retnnicd home unexpectedly after jt had been support ■! that ^ 
they went lost. 1 Similarly in the dlutrlct of Sirsmtlg in 
W it Borneo, if any one has had a great fright, or '.'stuped a 
^*rif>H5 peril, m comes back after a long mul daugr-roin 
journey, or has taken u solemn oath, tfir first thing thal tus 
relations nr friends do is to strew yellow rice 011 Ida hnucL 
mumbling, " Cluck 1 cluck I uutl* (Jkttfr. hxr tanatt^ 

And when a person, whether man, woman, or child, has 
fallen nut of a house or off a tree, and has been hrought 
iitjmc, his wife nr other kinswoman goes an speedily a« 
possible? to the spot where the nee id cm happened, and there 
strews rice, which has been coloured vdlow, while »1ir- 
otters the words. “ Cluck I cluck '■ wall! Stt-and-io is m 
his house again. Cluck 1 cluck l soul I" flu?„ slur gxthers 
up the nee in a tasltth carrica ft tn the sufferer, and drop* 
the grains from her hand on Ids head, saying again, - Cluck I 
einck I soul ( ■ I Terr the intention clearly is to decoy hack 
the loitering bird-sou] and replace il in the head of its owner. 

In southern Celebes they think that a bridegroomsoul is 
apt to fly away at marriac;'-, so coloured rice is scattered over 
him to induct it to stay. Ami, in general, at Fuathralp in 
Smith l elcluj- rice is strewed on I lie head of the person in 
whose honour the festival h held, with the object of detaining 
his soul, which at auth limes is in especial danger of bring 
luroti away by envloua demons.’ For example, after a 
successful war the welcome to ihe victorious prince take? the 
I'iirm of strewing him with rat Med and coloured rice - to 
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CflJfcp* 


prevent hi> iife<pJri't, a* if it were a bin], from (lying our d 
hit Ixsdy In con^quetKC of the envy r>f evil • ptrits." 1 
lfl Central Celebes, when ,i party of head-hunter? itttimt 
front a Hucccasml expedition, a woman patters rice on their 
heads for -i similar purpose. 5 Among the Mfrungfcabaitcrs nl 
Sumatra the old rude notion- of the -soul seem to be dying 
ouL Nowaday* most of the people hold that ibe soul, being 
immaterial, has no shape or form. Hitt some of the sarcerrr-i 
jL^ert tint the soul goes and tome? in the sha|>c of a tiny 
man. I Hhcfs arc of opinion that it doe* so in the form of a 
fly; hence they make food ready to induce the absent 
soot to come back, and (he first fly that settles on the food 
is regarded as the returning truant, tint in native poetry* 
and popular expressions there are traces of the belief Uiat 
the soul quits the body in the form of a bird. 1 
Tta wmt The sou) of a sleeper is supposed to wander away from 
IT-* Ki^hotly and actually to visit the places, to sec the persons, 
hiiKmia and to perform the acta of which br dreams For example, 
when an Indian of Brazil or Guiana waltcs tip from a round 
deep, be is firmly convinced that Erl <■ soul hu> really t*--n away 
hunting, Gf-hing. fitlilni; trees, or whilever else he has dreamed 
of doing, while all the time his Irndy hat been lying motion' 
less In hi? hammock. A whole ikrroro village has been 
thrown into a panic and nearly deserted because somehuly 
luid dreams l that lie saw enemies stealthily approaching it 
A Mnrtid Indian in weak health, who dreamed tliat his 
employer hail marie him haul the canoe up a scries of 
difficult cataracts, bitterly reproached his master next 
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morning fur hi* want (if eon-idc ration hi thus making a jwor 
InvaN.i (jo mil im! loll during the night* The J iidmtii of 
the Gnu. Chacoareoften heard w rclale the most incredible 
stnrls 41* things which the;, have i hem selves Been an & heard ; 
lienee strange!* who do noi know them intimately say in 
their haste that these Indians are liars. In point of fact 
the Indfiirts are firmly convinced of the truth of what they 
relate; Tor these wonderful adventures are simply their 
dreams, which they dn not distinguish from waking re.iliib'J 

Notv the absence of the soul jn -deep has its dangers, lor ^ 
if from any nii» e the soul dinted lie permanently drin Inn I Jt»m 
auray from the bod}', the person thus deprived of the vital 
principle must die.* There is a German belief tbit the 
soul escapes from a sleeper's mouth in the form of a while tnaai#, 
mou-ic or a little bird, and that to prevent the return of t ,te 
the bird or animal would be fatal to the sleeper.* Hence * 
fn Tnwrrytvaniit they say that you ihould not Jet a child 
sleep with its mouth open, or its soul will slip out in 
the shape of a mouse, and the child will never wake* 

Many causes may detain the sleeper's soul. rims, lib v>u| 
mny meet flic soul of another dicker and the two W)ul* 
may fight; if 4 Guinea negro u-akctu with ^ore bones in the 
morning he thinks that his soul b.t-. been Umiibed by 
another soul tu sleep.* Dr it may meet the soul of a penuti 
just deceased am] be carried off hy it; hence In Ihe Aru 
Islands the inmates of a hnfte will not deep the night after 
3 death lias taken place in it. became thr <oul of ihc 
deceased is supposed to be atJH In the hottsc and they fe*r 
10 meet it In a dream.* Similarly among the Upper Tlmmp- 
-au Indians of nritiab Columbia, the frleitil* and in iglilhnlri 
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who gfelbsred In j botl&c .ifvcr a death and remained there 
LEI Lhc burial over were not allowed lo ^q\ !e*t tlidr 
^ouh should be drawn suvny by the giuwt oF the decease;! or 
by 3iLs >’u;irdiim spirflJ Tin I engua Itidbti^ of the <imn 
Chaco bb3i) that the vagrant spirits of the dead may come 
to life again if only they can lake possession of a sleeper* 
body during tbe a Lienee of his so id in dnta in a, Hence, 
when the shades of night have fid Ecu, the ghosts of the 
departed gather fmud the vfllngT^ p welching for n chance to 
[riitjncc on the bodies of dreamers and to enter into them 
through the gaLewryy of ihc brcasL 1 Again, the -soul of the 
stepper may be prevented by an accident or by physical 
force from returning to his Ircxly^ When a Uyak dreruns 
of falling into the water, he supposes that this accident 
has really befallen hi- spirit* and he semis for a wizard, 
who fishes for the spirit with a hand-net in a bay in of 
water till he catcher it arid restores it to its owners The 
SAntals tell how a man fell asleep* ami growing very 
thirty* Ids soul, in the furm of a 1 karri* left his body and 
entered a pitcher of water io drink, Just then the owner nf 
the pitcher hnpponbd' to cover It ; so the soul could not 
return to ilie body aiitl the nun died. While hi: friends 
were preparing to burn the body some one uncovered the 
phclier to get water. The lizard thus escaped and returned 
to the body, whfch Imincdmicly revived: so the man rose 
up and asked hi* friend* why they were weeping- They 
told him they thought he was dead and were about to burn 
his btely, He -aid he had been down a wdJ to gel water, 
but had found it hard to get out and bad jim returned So 
they s*ov it all 1 A similar >iory ri repotted from Transylvania 
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as fhlkm*. fri ihi-ai ajuiif of wfrdi‘* trial at Mirldlnch an 
ihi? eighteenth teimiry It b ^fcl that irom^n had engaged 
two mol la work En her vineyard. After noon they nil by 
fltjwn to rcil is imiaL An humx bier the rruni got up and 
tried |n irakcn the woman, but cow Ed not, She by mot fan * 
tesa with her mouth wide open. They came back tit sunset 
and still ibc by like a corps* just at that moment a big 
dy tame blazing pnat, vhitb one of the men caughi paid 
dnit up in hb leathern puucb Then they tried ;>gnin to 
waken the woman, bus could not Anertvarck they lei out 
the by ; it flew atnright into tlie womans mouth jiikI site 
awoke. Hn seeing till’s the men had no further doubt tltal: 

■sihi: wins :l witch. 1 

It b a common rule with primitive juxipTo not to waken Din^d 
h draper, beams* lib soul is away and might not have lime 
to gei hack ; so ff the man wakened without liis ataul, he MLbai^ 
would fall sick- 1/ It is absolutely necessary to rouse a 

sleeper it rnunt bn done very gradually, tu allow I lie sould”*** 
time to return. 1 A Fijian hi Maluku* suddenly wakened mim * 
from a nap by somebody treading on hb foot, has been 
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iitugn nf heard howling after hi* soul and iiiipluritit; jt to iciunt, 
^ J Usl ttocaitiiiig thiit lie veafl On away in Tong*, 
-MM'S;* and great was Ms alarm on suddenly wukcmjjig to find hi* 
Sto* tody in Maluku. Death i-utcd him In the fare: unless hi* 
semi could be Induced to speed At once annus tin- sea and 
'* ni " t reanimate Its deserted tenement. The man would probably 
Ilivq dted of fright If a mbrbniry bad not hren it hand to 
aJittv ids terror. 1 Some Brasilian Indian* explain the hcad- 
ache frum which a man sometimes suffers after ,1 broken 
sleep by saying that his M ,il ta tired with the exertions it 
mide to return rpiiclsly u> the body,* A Highland story, 
toKI t<> Hugh Miller on llie picturesque shores of Loch Shin, 
wdl inii'if ratei tht hiitt made b) 1 the soul to [fijain iislxxlv 
ii'hrn the sleeper bar tram preninUircIy ionised by an indiS' 
erect friend, fwo young men hud been spending the early 
part of a warm summer day In the open air. und sal down 
bit i mo-isy bank to rest. Hard by whs an ancient tuiu 
separated from the I wink on which they sat only by a 
akndcr runnel, across which there lay, immediately over a 
miniature cascade, a few withered stalks of grass. ■< Over¬ 
come by the hear ot the day, nne of the young men fell 
^deep; his companion watched drowsily beside him ; when 
nit at unoe tile watcher was around to atlcnliuu by seeing a 
Utile indistinct form, scarce larger than a humble-Ice. issue 
front the iitoiitlj of Lite sleeping man, and, leaping upon the 
moss, move downwards to the runnel, which It crossed alon( 
jhc withered grass sulks, Hud tltcti disappeared .itjioBg the 
nitcftticL’s of tlie ruin, Alarmed by ivlisu he aw, the 
watcher hastily shook hfs crnnpankm toy the shoulder, and 
awoke him , though, with alt his liuittr. the little duud-like 
crejture, still more tup! I in its move merits, issued fnuii the 
intcrslict Into which it had gnnr. and. (lying 11 cross the 
ruitnei, Instead of creeping along the grass stalks turd over 
llie sward, as I'cfi.-rr, it re-entf-red the mouth of (he sleeper, 
ju’t as hr H'aw in tht act uf awakening, ■ What is the 
matter with you?' safd the watcher*greatly alarmed. ' what 
siLs you T ' 1 Nothing alia me,' replied the other ; ■ but you 
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tUvtr robbed Hie of j must dell^hUbl dream. i dreamed 1 
wna walking liirou^h a fine rich country,*!*! came At length 
fo ihc shores of ,i noble river ; and, just where the dear 
water went thundering th-wu a pnaciplre. there w» a bridge 
.mI cl silver. «hid* I crushed: and ihen, enlerirg a noble 
place on the opposite ddc, | saw great heap* of gold and 
jewels; and I wjia just going | f > load mysdf with treasure, 
when you ruddy awoke inrr, urn l I tost ntl.'" 1 

Still inure dangerous is jl in the opinion of primitive rumm ^ 
man to move 4 sleeper of alter his appearance, for if this T***' 1 
were done the -oul cm its return night not U able to find JtertVL 
or recognbt- it; body, and »o the person would die. The 
Mtou ig te h i Utt a Of Sumatra Jtrem it highly improper to “ 
blacken or dirty the face of a sleeper, test the absent -soul 
should shrink from re-entering a body thus di*figured f 
I alani Malaya fancy I hat tf a pcfsitik face be painted while 
he »i«pa, the sod ivbldt tuts gone out of him i% til not recog¬ 
nise him, and he will sleep on till iiis face is vt- ]15 ihcct,* Tn 
IJombiy it in l hough) equivalent to murder to change the 
of n alec per, av by painting his. face i n fantastic 
colours or giving moustaches 10 a sleeping woman, f ar 
.vlu-n the soul return* it will urn know its uwi> U.dy and 
tlir iterant will die.* "I he Corwins are of opinion tfsai 
in deep ,l tin: soul gee* out of the body, and that if 
a piece of jwjter is put over the Face nf the sleeper be 
wjli surely die, for his sold cannot find its way back 
into him again"' The Servians believe that the soni of 
3 sleeping wilrh often Icavrcs her body fn the form of u 
butterfly fi during [ts ub.cme her body be : timed round, 
v> tint her feet are placed where her head was before, the 
biittcrily soul will not find its way back into Iter body 
through 1 he mouth, and tlir witch will die/ The htdiiuitot:- 
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of of the Isfarnt of Oesd think ih.it the (rust; whtdi sweep in 
a, l ^ jll “' of trifles frfMH tile r:rot! ih! ami whirl I!ir111 a i 011 L * 
■W™ jit the souls of old women, u. (iu have grille <u! in :hu diapc 
to seek what they eon find. Mmntirnc the beldame^ body 
lies slh stQJ au & stone, anil If you turn it round iter «oul will 
never be able to enter it again, milii you hate replaced the 
body In its original position. You can bear the sou] 
whining and whimpering lilt it has (bumf the right aperture. 1 
Similarly in Livonia they think that when the said of a 
uera-wolf is out ori hij tmleiiil badness, hi* body ties like 
dead ■ and if meanwhile the body were accidentally moved, 
the scut) would never more find Jis way into it, but would 
remain In the tody of a wolf till death.' in the picturesque 
hut little known ftlack Mountain of southern France, which 
form-, a sort nf link between the Pyrenees and the Ccvcnues, 
the)- tell hmv =l woman, who hud long tocu suspected of 
being a witch, one day fell asleep at noon among the 
reapers in the field. Resolved to put her to the lest, the 
reapers carried her, while die slept, to another part of the 
field, leaving a targe pitchrr on the spot from which they 
had moved her. When her soul returned, il entered the 
pitcher mid cunningly lolled it over and over till flic vessel 
lay bcbitdc her tody, el which the soul thereujMm took 
possession.* 

IJg . But m ° ,lkr *•»* a «'<! should quit his body, it 

|»*H H n,; ’* necessary that he rimuld be asleep. It may quit him 
£ 5 ?* llLl Wilk;n S ,10Ur> - aJ'd then sfekness. insanity* or death 
uLlJ be the result. Thin a man of the Wurnnjeri tribe in 
ikkuM. V i ct0r ia lay at Ids lost gasp because his spirit \tnump) had 
’**«“» departed from him. A medicine-man went in pursuit and 
* ‘ CillJ l^ lt 'be spirit by the middle just as it was .itou! to 
phmge into die ?un-ci glow, which is the tight ca.t by the 
souls of the dead as they pass in and out of tbc Wfl'lrr- 
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wwRwi "£ the sun goes to «*L Kayfog captured rhe**^ 

TORriim spirit, lie doctor brought it back under his opossum ^ 
ru, laid himself do wn on the dying ^n, „nd put thcl^ 
M'lil l:a::r.L into him, so that after a time he revived 1 tu * ,,Ma 

Ih '; V fJ " ° r nunfta “* pni«i«illr -ibout their 

souls, real Ui«c should go roving from their budfes, | c it vine 
the owners to die. When a man has reason to fear that 
fun sou] is about to take this fatal step, a ceremony is 
performed to retain or recall it. in which the whole family 
rniut take part. A meal is prepared curi'isting of a cock 
arid lien, a sjiccia! hind nf rice, and a hunch of bananas. 

Then the head nf the family lakes the bowl which is used to 
*kint rice, ami knocking with it thr ice on rbciopos the hoji.se- 
ladder »ys: " Prtrro*} Come back, soul, do not tarry 
outside I If it rairu.ymi Will be wet Jf the sun shine* 
you will be hot, The gnats will sting you. the leechci will 
Mtc you, the tiger? will devour you, the thunder will crush 
you, ftmw/ Come back, soul I Here it will be well 
with you, You shall want for nothing. Come end eat 
undiT dicker fmm the wind and the storm," After that Lite 
family partake* of the meal, and the ceremony ends with 
everybody tying their right wrist with a string which has 
Irecn charmed liy u sorcerer.? Similarly the l.oJew, an 
aboriginal tribe of western China, believe Out Lhr *oui 
lenviis the body in chronic illness. In that care they read 
a sort of elaborate litany. cajlmg on the soul by name and 
beseeching it to return from ihe Jiffis, fhr vales, the rivers, 
the forests, thr fichis. or from wherever It may be Graying! 

At the same lime cups of water, wine, and rice are net at tlw 
door for the teiicdi incut of the weary wondering spirit. When 
the ceremony is over, they lie a red coni round the arm of 
the sick man 10 tether the soul, and Lhia cord Is worn by him 
until it decays and drops uff. : So among the Krnvah ■ of 
Sarawak a medicine-man ha-, k-cu known to recall the at ray 
Wtil ol a child, and to fasten it Firmly In ft* body by 
lying a string round the child's, right wrist, and smearing 
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fcwmtltof its liti!< arm with the Wood of ;i fowl, 1 The Jlocin^of Lliiuij 
think that u man may 1 1mis hi* -out In the woods nr gardens, 
M*™ <M and that hr who has fhuu lost hi* *otd teat* also his senses, 
fci<y,3fodja. j.| rnCe before They <31311 th ; wood* of the fiofyfc they call in 
thtar ftoulg 15 Lei us go ! let u* go ! " bit it should loiter behind 
Or go astray. And when a man become* erased i>r iruid h they 
take him to the pk' S* ft'bcit Itc \<\ supposed to hive [obi his 
soul and invite the truant spirit to return to hU body. 1 The 
Mongols sometimes explain sickness by supposing thm the 
patient - ? soul h absent, and either does not caro to return 
to its body or cannot find the way hack. To secure the 
rciiim of the soil] it fa therefore necessary- on the one bond 
to make its body a- .i l tractive. a» po^ihle. und on \)ic other 
band to shew the soul the way home. To nuke the body 
attractive all the *tek inan s heat clothe* and raaa valued 
po<seas sriR ft are placed beside him ; he fa washed, Incensed, 
said made as eratfortisfale as may be; and all his friends 
march thrfee round the hut calling mu the sick man's name 
and coaxing hi* **ul to return* To help the wiirntercr t > find 
Its \ny back a coloured cord is drenched from ihr patknt 1 * 
head to the d*>^r of the liUi« The priest in his robe* r€^h 



«ul* which wilfully absent ihem^ves from their bodies 
Tiien turning to the a*=cmblcri frfend# and ihc patient he 
aiikaj "■ I* it come?* All answer “ Yc&J* and bowing 10 live 
reluming soul throw seed over She sick man. The cord 
which guided the son! hick b then rolled up md placed 
round the patient's neck, who must wear it for seven days 
without taking it off, No <mr may frighten or hurt him, 
test Kjs soul, not yet familiar with its body, diouM ig&iti 
lake llight. 1 

nuupT ^* Some of the Con^o tribe* bcjtevc that whm a man fa 
■*=l*te flip hti aoiil has left fats body and ta wandering at large. 

^ he ajtI l!ie sooner Is then tailed in to capture the 
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vagrant spit it !tn<J n^igre it to the invalid, General Ey llic 
phyrkititi .Irr Fares lhai hr has successfully chased Lhn muT 
into ll>c branch of n tree, The whole town there it juju IU 1 TL 1 
mi and aeccimpnnEes tin; doctor to tile tree, where the 
strongest men itre deputed to break off the branch hi which 
the sail! oF the rick man h supposed to be lodged This 
Ehrf do and carry the branch lack to the town, mb mating 
by their gestim.Tg ikit the burden h heavy acid hard to Bear. 

When the branch bon been brought to the iifok man's hut, he 
h plated in an upright position by its side and the sorcerer 
perform* the enchantments by which the soul h believed 
to Ik; restored 10 m owner/ The soul or shade of a Ddrrd or 
Timid* Indian in xhc oh] -Iays genendk reituiricd fnvMble, 
hut Appeared wandering ^boat in one form or a not her when¬ 
ever disease or death ww imminent. All lhe efforts of tlie 
sufferers friends were llmreforc concentrated cm catching 
the roving shade. The method adopted ivjis sample. 

They stulTfr] the patient's niDcc^aiiis with down and huti£ 
them up. if nest morn hr., r Lin down was w irm, they miuk 
sure that the tost $ou1 wus in tin! boot< with which ^ccord- 
ingty they Carefully ami silently i-ltod their suffering friend 
Nothing more could mL-undhly be dettimided for a perfon 
cure 1 An Ottawa mcvixdiie-tmm h»t* !«en known to catch 
>l stray soul in n little ho* r which he brought lack and 
inserted in, tile patient'* motnh 1 

lining* dcknt^i. great (righ^und death are ascribed by the iE^uir, t 
Hatta* or Ratal;* of Sumatra to the absence of the soiti (Imdo l™r* a 
fn>ro Ihc tody. At fir-/, they try £o beckon tlie wanderer 
back, and to lure him* like a fowl* by brewing rice. Then 
the following form of wauls iv . :mmonly repoitc-.]; w Come 
buck# O soul, whether thou art lingering in the wood, nr on 
tile hi! to, or in the dale See, 1 call thee wish k f&rm Sw 
&r*f. with an egg of the fowl Rajah mwftja, with the eleven 
hcnhiig leaver. IJeUtn it nob let it ccuue jtrafght tore. 
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detain it not, wittier in the wood, nor on Die lull, nur in 
S. lllc date. That urny not be. O come straight i, ame • "' 

IhMBWm Awn climes the means ndopiej by the RmLi- to procure 
the return of □ stick person's soul ate more elaborate. A 
procession sets out from the village to (he tuck of drum to 
finfl and bring home tlie stuj'tti ‘ 4 ul, First goes a person 
bearn^r 3 basket which contain* cakes of rice.meal, rice 
dyed yellow, ami a boiled fowl's egg. The - rarer foUnvi 
™ryi»£ 1 chicken, and behind him w«tJss a man with a 
black, re if. and white flag. A crowd of nympnthfsers brings 
ii|j iJm rear. Oil reaching the spot where the lost soul is 
supposed to tarry, they -rt up a small bamboo altar, and 
the sorcerer offers on it the chicken to the spirit ol t htJ place, 
tliL- drums fjeatiiig oil the time. Then, waving his shawl to 
attract the wju! of tiir sick man, be says: K CutTic hither, 
llimi sou! of So-and-iro, whether thou surest among die 
stones or in the mud. In the house is thy place We 
have besought the spirit to let tfirx go,” After that the 
procession reforms and marches back to the village to the 
mil of drums and the dash of cymbals. On reaching the 
door of the house the sorcerer calls out to the b nun tea, 
l ias i: eijme ?“ and a voice from within ,answers, " It k 
here, got*! sorcerer,** At evening tire dnum beat again.* 
A number of plants, Including rice, a tyccici of fig, and 
giirJic, are supposed fey the Rattan to possess mml-Ci impelling 
Virtue and are accordingly made u« of by them in rites 
for the recovery of lost <ouk When a child is .tick, the 
mm tier commonly waves a doth to beckon home in wander* 
mg spirit, and when a co;k crews or a hen cackles in the 
yard, she knows that the prodigal has returned, ff the 
liule sufferer persist* in being ill in spite of these favourable 
omens, the mother wilt hung ,, hag of rice at the head at 
cr bed whan ahs goe» to sleep, and next moniinf* on 
ycinug up die measures the rice. If the rice has increased 
in volume during the night, as it may do m A moisture* 


' ■ ^TflTitTa^ I'fef lerni, cfv Efdffi 

*if i^waoqicq ibs [Jj uki / 11 Mt£tdfg. 

*■» Itf .U 

-firs. Ml -rjt, i|tU ug*j) |i, 

4 &S. 

¥ J, H. MsciwHtdr, •' (jchfii&Gti 


Hffr U+!*kji m hat p mai 
Jrrttlj, f ir.yrFT f™ wfft fat 

aV/tto^Sttcfiriw £r*&/*n£i?tub!i .jrW 

M - '“.*?> n *$ ■/ t hr. Wt,,p 

I7mr. tffd i ,1 |hr fam j| ie | ts1ii 
*»VtA fui * s mniL " 





ABSKffCE AfflytitfCALl. Of Ttff. SOUL 


I.iU C ii atmosphere, she Li confident lhat the ton * ,ut has tr^i^ 
fn.lecd Mine home to stay . 1 The Knyaru of Borneo ^ 
fasten packets of rice, flesh, and fcdi to the window in rl^J, 
the rnof through which the wandering «nii of 11 sick 
man is expected to return home. The doctor *h» cross- 
legged on a mat tinder s Etc open window with a display 
of pretty things spread out temptingly before hint M hah* 
to entice the spirit back to its deserted tabernacle From 
the window hangs a string of precious corals or |Mrarli to serve 
the returning prodigal as a ladder and so fadllutc his descent 
into the house. The lower end of the string b an,idled to 
a bundle composed of wooden iiwki, a fowl's feather, JistSc 
[lackcli of rice, and sn forth- Chan liny hi* sjiclh. the doctor 
slnokfci the yiul down the string into the bundle, which he 
then deposits hi a basket arid hides Jn a corner till the dusk 
of the evening. When darkness ha* fallen, lit blows the 
captured *iul back into the pal ten I’* head ami strokes the 
suiTcrer’s arm downward* with the point pf an old spear in 
order to settle the soul firmly tti Jib body.' Once when a 
popular traveller was leaving a Kayan village, the mothers, 
tearing that their children's snub might follow him on fib 
journey, brought him th hoards on which they carry 
tlurir infants and begged him to pray that the souls of 
th* little ones would return to the familiar I Hoards and 
not go away with him into die far country, To each 
bjard was feat curd a looped string for the purpose of 
tethering the vagrant spirit*, and through the Inop 
cadi baby was in.i.te tn p*-s a dutbhy finger >o make sure 
that its tiny soul would nnl wander Mray* Wlten a Dyalc 
b dangerously ill. (lit- medicine-men may say that Ms soul 
h:is Reaped Far away, perhaps to the river; then they will 
wave a garment or doth about to imitate the casting of a 
net, signifying thereby that they are catching the soul like a 
fish in a net Or they may give out that the soul ho* 
ciHSaiH-d in in llur jungle; and then they will rush out of the 
house to circumvent and secure it there. Or again they 
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inny allege that it hi hern carried away over ?c;t 1 to some 
unknown land ; ,ind (hen they will play m paddling a boat 
to follow it across *lw great water. But mure ttimmaitly 
their mode of treatment in as fo|tou 3 A spear is act up hi 
the middle of the verandah with a fete leave* tied to it and 
the medicine-boxes of the medicine-men ]&ld at It* foot 
Round this the doctor* run At full speed, chanting the while, 
till Out of them Falla down and lies motionless The 
bystanders cover him with a blanket, mui wait while hit 
spirit hies away after the errant soul ami brings it back 
Presently he come* to himself, staret vacantly alrout like a 
man making from -seep. am! then ride*. Imltlfng the cul In 
his cletiehciJ right band lie then returns It to the [mbtnl 
through Llir crown of hi- he i t, while he mutters .1 spelL 1 
Among the Dyaks of the Kayun anti Loiver Mekwic 
district- you will often we, in Hemes where there are children, 
a basket of a peculiar shape with Sfcelb and dried Iruits 
attached us if. These vluiltsi contain the raimim of the 
childrens navel firings, anil <he basket to which they are 
fattened it commonly hung beside the place where the 
children sleep When a child b frightened, tor example by 
being bathed or by the bursting of a thuitiVtstorm, its =oul 
flees from its body and nestles beside it* old familiar friend 
the nttvcl-nfring in (lie basket, from which the mother casdlv 
induce* it to return by shaking the basket and pressing it to 
the child's body , 5 Tint TobeongltooS of Centra! CSIebe, 
believe that sickness in general is cause ! by the departure <ii 
the soul. Td recover the ...iiidtrur a priest will * .! out frxi 1 
in the court ynni of the iuflener's I unis . and then invoke the 
■oijl, promising it many frtK things if ft will only com:- hack. 
When he thinks it has complied with hi* 7 < quest. he caiehns 
it in a doth which he keep ready for the purpose. This 
cloth he afterwards claps on the -icir uuti's head, thereby 
restoring to him Lis lost oiil . 1 


* J- rerliam, *" ftlumingltul in 
IkwTWO, " fm' nsf rf fi* 
tf tk* tfjyW .lustrff l+ritf r* ffo. ^9 
l-SJnejjjiQft, [N3“>. |t I>|, cTjuniiirt J-I - 

•*1-k irti i H. Liry t Hutti, /,tj A'jins t 

< dtfiY firitM AVfftf. 

■ rp * 7 * * 


—^,/j. : 
***& iH. I 

A A&rle r-W ** A - j'rr:rr.-. 1 ? V ; 1 , | 1 gq - } 

W> * f ‘, 

» A 1\ ftfiMjt, " 1^,,-jr t{ >, 

Ersriii.tHc Jt^fi-r<cNas rp e-11.1 





II 


AMBNCU JMt) KUCAt.L tfp TUi' .*01’L v , 

In an Indian su-ry a king aini'i:}"; Ills sou) into the tifmM,, 
dead body of a Brahman. and a IiiHtdibsclc conveys hi* toul 
into the deserted fxxly of the Wag. The jiunchhack is nuv EuH 
king and the king is a Brahma il Hoover, the hunchback 
is iT!<innyci to shew hi* skill lsy transferring his «mul to ihe 
dead body of a parrot, and the king seizes the opportunity 
fo regain jmsscssbn of his own body.' A tale of the same 
type, with variations of dcl.d!, rcapjiears among the Malays 
A king ha* incautiously transferred ids soul lo an aj*, upon 
which the vizier adroitly inserts Us uwn soul into the king’* 
body and so takes possession of Ike (jue=ti and the kingdom, 
while the true king languishes at court in the outward 
semblance of an ape But (me day the fosse king, wiu> 
pinyed for high stakes, w.-ls watching a combat of ram*, 
and ft happened lhat the online! on which he had laid hit 
money fell down dead. All efforts t>- i,- tme animation 
proved unavailing till the false king, with the instinct of ,. 
true sportsman, transferred hit- own ml to the Wy of the 
deceased ram, and thus renewed thr fray 1 he nnd king In 
tlie body of the ape saw lii< chance, am] with great presence 
of miml darted kick Into Jus own body, which thr vizier 
[tad rashly vacated. ,Sn J* came to hiv owji again, and the 
usurper in the ram'* body met with the fate he richly 
deserved, 1 Its another Indian atmy a Brahman reanimates 
the dead body of a king by conveying his own non I into it. 
Meantime the Brahman's body has bmi burnt, and his soul 
h obliged to irtnsih in the body of the kill:;* In a Chinese 
story wc rc;ni of a monk in a Buddhist inonu.Leiy who used 
from time (c> time to iend Id* soul sway nut or himself 
Whenever hr was thus absent fmm ihe l*.~Iy, he took the 
precaution tiF locking the door of his cell. On out of these 
occasions an envoy from the north arrived and put up at 
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monastery, but therv was no cdf for him to pas* the 
pptfiiir night in. Then he looked into the cell of |hr brother whose 
soul was not nt horn*\ and seeing hs^ body tying therc 
motioTiJcsi, he battered the iioor in and said. "* I will lodgr 
hfire The man is dead Take the body and bum St/ 
His servants obeyed his orders, the monks being powerless 
to mtcrlercL That very flight the soul earn* back, only ia 
limJ ill body reduced to ashcii FI very night it could be 
heard cry nil*, "Wtae shall l settled Those who knew 
birn then opened their windows, faying. “ Here 1 arm" Sc 
the :.guI camv In and united itself with their body* and iIll 
result WiLt that they became muds, cleverer than before 1 
Similarly the Hreeks Un 4 Imw the hju 3 of Hermotiiuus of 
ChiKomenae liv'd io quit his body uml roam far and wide, 
brittgfttg hft^k intdligenceof what he hml seen on hi* ramble* 
10 his friends nl bptnr. , tmtU one daj fe when his spin: wah 
abmiidp hb eflcmio contrived to sem hi* ilcserred body and 
committed It in (hr- flame * 1 it is -aid rh.it during the last 
'even ycair-f of his life Sultan Ray a t Id ale nothin; that had 
liTe ami blood in it. One day, bdng scircd with m great 
kinging for sheep 1 * fra tiers, he struggled long in ibis 
glorious content with his soul, tint El at last, a savoury dlifi 
of trotiers bring set before him, he said unto hi* souk H My 
soul, the trotters are before Lhce ; if thou whitest to enjoy 
them, leave the body nod feed on ihcru.* J thirdly had hr 
uttered these word* when a living creature was icen to issue 
from hij mouth and drink of the juice in thr dish, after 
which H tntdeavbnwd to irttun whence ft came. But the 
auitere sultan, determined to mortify hra carnal appetite, 
prevented it with h b hind from entering hh mouth and 
ivhen is fell to the ground comm a tided that it should U 
beaten. The page* kicked it to dcatli, and after tills 
murder of his wm) the gotten rerulowed in gloomy scdualon, 
taking no part nr Interest in the alfiiirs of government* 
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The departure of the so«t is not always Voluntary. Jtjj* 
may he ex trad 11 J from ihe body against iis w jJl by g hosts, ”^ ),n ™ir 
demons, Of norcercra. Hence, when a funeral Is putlng thr •- ■ ™Li 
hi-iise, the Karen- of Burnt ft lie their children with a speebi %rf Eh ' mL 
kind of siring to a particular part of the bouse, |(-« the 
wu!a of the children should leave their bodies and go juto 
the corpse which is passing. The children ure kepi tied in 
this way until the corpse k out of sight* And after the 
corpse ha? been laid in the grave, but before tlw earth has 
l>ecn shovelfnl in, the mourner, and friends range Uremtdvre 
mund the grave, each with a bamboo split lengthwise in one 
band and a Utile stick in the other; cads man ilirmts his 
bamboo into the grave, and drawing the atick along the 
groove of The bniriboo points out to his soul that in thii way 
it may easily climb up out of the tomti. While the earth is 
being shovelled in, the Ijamboos are kept utt! nf Use way, leal 
the souls should be in the®, and w should iw insdsnleiitly 
buried with the earth as it U bring thrown inlo the grave; 
and when the people leave the spot they carry sway lht 
bamboo?, begging their souh tn come with thorn 1 further, 
on returning from the grave each Karen provide) himself 
With three Uitle book* made of branch* of trety, and calling 
hh spirit to follqw him, at shiri interval*. as Ire returns, be 
makes a motion as if Irookhtg it, nitd them thrusts the hook 
Into ibe ground This h done to prevent the sou) of the 
firing freiu staying behind iritji thii sent) of the dead . 1 On 
the return of a Utirmes* or Shan family from a burial, old 
men tie up the wrists of cadi mi-mbcr of the family with 
string, to prevent his or her M butterfly u or soul from 
escaping, and this string remains till it b wont out unit 
frill oft-* When ,i Tnnthrr diet leaving a young kiby, the 
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rfei Burmese think that the H butterfly M or soul hi the baby 
t j ir ^ 0 f the mother, AT ]d that if it is no! recovered 

► '04.1 iHILl 

itie dull] must die. So a wise woman fv dllrd ill m get 

^ l ' tl '" ElB hack the h.iby'-j front. She places a mirror neat ihe corpse, 
and on the mirror a piece of feathery cot loti down. 
Holding a doth in her tijwrn hands at the foot of the mirror, 
she with wiW words entreats thn mother not to take with 
her the "butte tfly” or sou] ofher child, htiE in send it bach 
As the gossamer down dips from Ihc face of the mirror she 
catches it in the doth and tenderly places it on the baby’s 
brcasL Thn »mc eenmwny U sometimes observed when 
one of two children that have played together dies* and is 
thought to be luring away the soul uf hs playmate to she 
spirit-land. ft h sometimes performed also for a bereaved 

husband or wife.* “The Tkihnanx oi eastern Cochin China 
thttjk that when a man k sick of a fever lit* soul has gortc 
away with Ihc j>ho-.t to the tombs. At sunset a sorcerer 
ailcinpu to lure the sou] back by offering U sugar'cane, 
banana--, and Oliver Fruits, wblfc he sing* an fn&utUEhiii 
Inviting the wanderer to return from among else dead to the 
land of the living. He pretends to cmdi the Miaul toul 
in a piece of cot ion, which he I hen lays on the patient's 
heudr When the Karo-lhitaks of Sumatra have buried 
yuiiebody and arc filling in the graven a torccrcxs rune 
about beating the air with a stick. This she does in order 
10 drive away the souls of the survivors, fnr if one of Ihrse 
souls happened to slip into the grave and to be covered up 
with earth* its owner would die. 1 Among some of the 
Pyafc tribes of soulh-caileni Borneo, as soon as the eoffm 
Is earned to the place of burial, the home in which the 
death occurred h sprinkled with water, and llxe father oi 
the family cnj!& out the names of all his children and the 
other members of hi& household. For they think tfaxti the 
ghost love* lo decoy away the sc lib of I Lin kinsfolk, UuL Ihm 
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ti iiincs, "luck lias flic df«t of bringiii:; lack the semis to 
then- owners. The same ceremony a ttpeakd on die 
FCtiirn imp the buriaj . 1 It is ,, rule with the Kwukjutl 
iin'lian4 of British CoJuBthiu thm a ..orpse must not he 
coffined In the house, or the iotils of the oihcr Inmates 
would ciitci llir coffin, am! they, too. would .tie. The hmlv 
ts taken out either through the r-wf e ., through a hole made 
m erne of the walls, nrul is ihtti coffined outside the Imust' 

In the East Indian Warn! of Keisar *t ts deemed imprudent 
to £0 lica; a grave at ni,;Ijt, lest the ghosts should catch 
ami keep the soul of the (.asKf-hy , 1 The Kci Islander, 
liciievc that the apfcils of thdr forefathers, ungry M nui 
reviving food, make fici!|)]e kk by detaining (Itcir souls. 

So they lay olTtringj of (boil tan the S mve mid beg their 
unceuprs to allow the vmt of (lie skk to return, or to 
drive It home speedily if it should be lingering by the 
way.* 

Jj! fttong a dhtricl Fn the west of Cdebcs.-W,*, 

ali ridcAcu is a-%Cfibcd lo ihe ancestral spirits who have ha rrw 
carrfal ofT the patient^ *tml The object therefore 3, to 
bnug hack the jotd of the ^fFeror and restore 11 to him. 

An eye-witness Siaa iluis described the attempted cure ui a *h»«wSfr 
ikk boy. Ike protases, who utluti a* physicians, txuulc w 
ii doJJ dl doth and fastened il to the point of a spear, which 
™ ®U w °niftn fidd upright Hound thii doff the pritftesse* 
ifamscd, Uttering; charms, and chirruping as when one c&]h 
a d&£, Hitti the old woman lowered She jniint of tJscr ipe^r 
a J&tifc. so that the pricatcs>es could reach the doll, % ihis 
time the soul of the sir k boy was tupfwised 10 |*e in the itoJ], 
having been brought Into it by tbc incnniatiom. So the 
prkMtem# approached it cautiously on tiptoe and caught \hc 

in the many-colouied cjotha which ihcy tod been waving 
fn the air. Then they sui.l the non! on ihe buy's head. that 
i% they wrapped his head in the cloth fn w hich the imnf wm 
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pttpimed tu he. auA &tpnrl still for mmt nmmerit* ** with "t? a 
gjavfty, Holding their hards on Uir prfficiu $ feaiL Suddenly 
there was S jcrrfc, the prie-'flesie* whispered anil ‘hook itidf 
heads. and the doth was taken off—the soul had escaped 
The priestesses gave cha*£ to it. running round and round 
the house, ducking and gesticulating a if they were driving 
bota into a poultry yard* At last the> recaptured the soul 
at the foot of the a lair aud restored it to ha owner as before . 1 
Modi in the same w*y an Australian medicine-man will 
sometime* bring the lost sou] of a aide man into a puppet 
and ream ii to the patient by pressing the puppet to his 
breast/" In Oca, one of the Loyally Island^ the souls ot 
Hie dead eeih to have been credited until the power oJ 
stealing the -Ou hi of thr Irving, 1 7 oj when -v man was dek 
the wul iloctor would go with a large troop of men and 
wo men to the graveyard- Here the men played mi flutes 
and Uit women whistled softly to lure die soul home. After 
till* had gone on for some time they formed (it pm r^kns and 
movol homcivaitta* the fitiies playing and the women whhrimg 
all the way. while they led hack the wandering *oul and drove 
it gently dotig with open palms. On entering the patfcnt*i 
dwelling I hey commanded the *&u\ in a bud voice tu enter 
his body} In Mwbgasciir when a man was sick or lunatic in 
consequence of the Ioh of his soul, hia friends despatched a 
wiwd in haste to fetch him a suu| from the graveyard 
The ciisiss-iry repaired by night to thespot^and having made 
a boh in live wooden hpu=c which served as a tomb, be gged 
the spirit of the patient's father to bestow a sou] on hh son 
or daughter, h ho had none. So saying he applied a bonnet 
to the hole, then folded ft up and r tubed back to tbc house 
of l lie sufferer, saying he had a soul I hr him* Willi that he 
dapped She bonnet on the haul of the kvallti, who at once 
i.rid he felt much better a ml had i^u^.-id the soul winch he 
had teat ' 1 
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°!':' r " h m. '•ilk >.anil 

, E OT V *-'»iploiiti, he (hinL> (hat Of f„ s 

. eceascj hwfolfe or ancestors h M «),« Ik,. tom of it To 

r . a, lock Ofhjir on Uur crown of iJw offerer s head, calling 
■g gS^f® 9 ° f V 1 1114 ' iead fdatio!l - Tto name at which 

i ctVes fcrth 11 sflLj,J f £ <hc name of the guilty n.ory 

ff the Pjctenti W i* too to l* bo lugged with SS, 

he knocks hi* forehead wi-en times against the forehead 
. f ktnsmah who Ji.u fong halt Tlx hair of the latter 
is t eti lugged instead of ilwt of the patient arid answers 
to the teat quite n* well. When the Name has i } lUi 
hern utufiuflarOy laid at th tf rfm* of l}lc . (ho . t wfeo fa 
responsible for the skkn«=, rlu- phyddnrj. who, an in oilier 
ooimmes, Is often an ohl imnun, remonstrate? with him on 
h.s ill behaviour. -Go back," »yt*he, ‘to ynitr grave; 
* tu,e do you come here for? The *„i of the sick man 
<!o*s hot dioo«* to be called by you. and will remain vet a 
tm e I*™ Jh It* body," Tlie, she puts some tubes from the 
hearth In a Winnowing fan and moulds out of them A small 
hgure or in human irkwic^ Seven limes she move, 

the basket with I he little ast,™ figure up and down before 
the patient, taking care not lo obliterate the figure, while at 
the same time stif says, "Sickness, «-«ic in the brad, belly, 
hands, etc.; then quickly p.ws into the correspondin'; part 
or the huge," whereupon the patient spits en thc^lteri 
image ami pushes il trom him with fits left iiartd. Nfojtl the 
behfomc lights a candle and goes to the grave of the person 
tvh.,* ghost j, ddng all (he mischief. On the grave dm 
throws the figure of ashes, calling out. - Gliost, p%tte .he 
'ixk man no lortgvr, ,nnJ stay hi your grave, ihut he tnny 
you no more." On her return site -isks ihc nnifoii; rcklfon* 
in the house, “ Has his soul come back ‘ '* and u JC y n,\ui 
Atiwef quickly," V«. the soul of the sick man foi,‘ came 
hack." Tirol she stands beside the patient, hIowa out ilw 
candle which had lighted ihc- returning ncird on its way, a:nj 
Mreivi yetbw coloured rice on ihe head of the cunvaleiccnt. 
laying, " Cluck, sold 1 duck, soutf duck, icmlj" f JL(t „f 
a!! die rumens &» iii. right wrist a bracelet or ring wltkh he 
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mu «l weur Jar three days. 1 III this caw we 5C* that til* 
•living of lh<- -soul Lr. combined with d vkarkiud sacrifice 1o 
rile gh«|t, who receives u pu^ict un which to work tin will 
in-ilcad of <m the poor -oaL lit Sun Crhioval, one of lt:c 
Mt-1 artesian inland*, the vicarious sacrifice takes the term of 
.i pj s or ,v fish A malignant gboit of the name of Tapia 
is supiioswt to have aeijed on the sick man's soul mid tied it 
qp to A h,myaii-trec. Act<»rdltigly a (run who hu fttfluemic 
with Tapia lake* a pig or fish to the holy pkutc where the 
ghost abides and ofia- it to him, saying,“ This i* for you to 
cj* id place of that m.iti • r.it this, dun ! r.ill him- J his 
satisfies the gbO't; the sotil la lorr-ard Imnj the tree md 

carried hack to lire sufferer. who tui luridly mflOvctrsL* A 
regular pan of the rtnek-in-tradeof a Dynk medicine-mart t- 
a crystal into which he gases to detect the hiding-place oi ■* 
lost soul or to identify the demon who Is causing the 
sickness.* In one of the New Hebrides ft ghost will some¬ 
times Impound the souls of trespassers within a magic fence 
In lits garden, aud will only consent to pull up the fence and 
lei the souls uni. on receiving un unqualified upology and n 
satisfactory assurance that no personal disrespect was 
intended.* In Mutlav, another Melanesian island, it is 
enough to Call out the sick man's name in the sacred place 
where he rashly intruded, and then, when Uic cry of the 
kingfisher or some other hind is licard, to shout "Come 
hack" to the soul ol the dirk man and run b*Hk with it lu 
the house* 

It 13 comparatively c»iy mailer (o same ■■ '-oul which 
is merely tied up tr> ;i true nr detained os n vagrant in a 
pound: but it is a far. harder task to fcich it Up Imm the 
nether world, if it once gets down there. When a Bury (it 
shaman is called in to attend a patient, the nr»1 thing lie 
docs is to ascertain where exactly the soul of the Invalid 
Ls ; for It may have strayed, of been stolen, or he languish- 
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mg in the jirtnon of ifir gloomy liirlik, lord of the world 
bt-iow. If ii is .mywhere ill lire ticiglihourltond, the 
shaman itxni cutting and rtplncc* i| hi ihe patient's body, 

|f it is far-away, lie sear chi- th e ui<!,- wor |d till he finds 
it, tVIttackihg the Jeep ^sods, the lonely iitrpptn, and the 
Irauom of die vea, not to lie thrown off the scent even 
Itiouijli die aiming soul run* to the slteep-walfc* h the hope 
that its footprints will U. hut MiotiK the tmek* of the 
She'ep. But when the whole world has been searched in 
vain for the errant wmJ, die shaman knows that there i, 
nothing for it but to gu down to hell and -celt Hie h,-t 0!ie 
jiiudil; the tplrit* in prison A< tjiu- stern call of duty he 
dens not flinch, though he knows that the journey is 
toilsome, and that the travelling pxikbso, which are n mum Ely 
de Grayed by the patient, are very heavy. Sometimes the 
Jord of the interna! regions wilt only agree ta release the 
soul on condition of receiving ami!her in its ^trad, und that 
one the soul of the sick man's dearc-t friend If the patient 
consents la the substitution, the shaman turn* hrnisdl into 
u hawk, piunccs upeut the jowl of the friend as it soars from 
liis slumbering body in the Form of a talk and bunds over 
the fluttering, Sniggling thing to die grim warden of the 
dead, who 1 hereupon sets the soul of the -rick man at tilxrety, 

So tile rick man recover? and hii friend dies . 1 

When a shnmnn declares Hint the soul of a sick An,™ 
Thompson Indian h.is !k.‘cti carried off by the dead, thft 
good physician, wlio is the shaman himself, puts on a 
conical mask and sets oil in pursuit, He now acts a? 
if on a journey, jumping rivers nod such like olwiadcs. tail jI 
searching, talking, and an met hires engaging in a tunslc foi 
the possession of the so til. 11 is firsi step is to repair to the 
old trail by which the souls of heathen Thompson!) went to the 
spirit-land ; for nowadays, ihc souls of Christian Thompson* 
travel by a new toad, ff fie fufl.M to find the tracks of the 
lost soul there, he sea relies all the graveyaids. one after 
the other, and utmost always discover- it in one of them. 
Sometimes he succeeds fn heading off the departing soul by 
taking u short cut b> the Other world. A shiitnau can only 
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JknBoruuj stay a dhort time them. So ai :iwi as he Uiy* hand* on 
ta-iuii the semi he is after* he bo!Is with it. the other souk 
fecoralruf give eltflsc, hilt hr; stamps with his fool, cm which he wear* 
tmi^rhi * rattle? murk of decr'i- hoofs. At the rattle of the hoofs 
bMaof the ghosts retreat and he hurries 021* A bolder shaman 

lifl diiiui w j|j ^ t j lc ^hcst> for the foul* and if they refuse 

to give It*he will wrest it from them. They attack him. bill 
tie dliha them and brings away I he soul by force. When 
he comes bach to the worid, he takes off hid mn&k ft ml ihcwt 
his club all bloody. Then the people know he had a 

desperate struggle If he that the harrowing of 

hell i* likely to prove a tough job, h*- IncnLisv- she nirmhci 
rtf wiMJeri pins In hi* mask, The rtscued soul in placed by 
him oil tlie pattern's head ami so ictunard to tll& body . 1 
Among the Twana Indians of Washington Stale the descent 
of the medicine-men into the nether world to lorn 

semis it represented In pantomime before the eyes of the 
spectator*, who Include wbmen and children as well as men. 
The aurfccc of the ground is often broken tea facilitate the 
descent of the rescue party. When the adventurous band 
is supposed to have reached the bottom, they jaurncy idott^. 
ertm at least One stream* and travel till they come to Lite 
abode of ihc spirits. These they surprise, rind after a 
desperate struggle, sustained with great ardour and a 
prodigious hoiat, they succeed in rescuing the poor snub, 
and st\ wrappiug Uieirt up in doth, they make ihc best ol 
thdr way teick la tile upper world Jmd restore the recovered 
^uls to tlieir mviim, who !i i.e been wen to cry heartily ter 
joy i\t receiving them hack . 1 

Often lire abdtKtkm of & man's scnal 1 $ set down to 
teiai demons. The Annaniitc? behave that when a man m> n 
demon and speaks to him. the demon inhale?* the man's 
Cai£u* breath and soul/ The mnl i of the Bahmir? of eastern 
tnA Citiiut. Cochin-t hit!a arc apt to be carried off by evil spirits, and 
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AVSfiXCK A.VO R£CAU OF THE SOU/. & 

rno,lca ,° r r f ovarfrt S to *« tow. If * m0n B(fltT3 
Tfv™ a colic, die sorcerer may uy that tn pfating s »g*r- 
cane, m fl(3t c or he hat pierecd the st o m £fc «f a 

T™ fi ? T !° likr . * fnD <' f« tilt grounded that 
1 lc , ^ Cit y |ias punished him by abstracting tiiVsouJ 

nnd tmiyrng it under a plant Hence the »: w , for the colic 
I- to pul up Use plant and water the hok with millet write 
-nd *e blood of a fowl, a gau, or a r lg Again, if fl child 
faJk HI in the forest at the field., it b because some devil 
f* made off its soiii To retrieve this spiritual fo« 
T* t f?” COBalruct * an •pi s «»<wwhich comprises an erg. 

' ' Cl ,fl at> f^gHtnlder, a little waxen image of the sick 
child, and 4 small bstnk» full of millet wine, This 
apparatus lie rein up i| a iitui mad, prayi - ihc devil !o 
lei tnb the wine am! surrender the stolen sou) fey depositlm- 
it ill the qjg-nlwlL Then lie returns to the' house, and 
pulling a little cotton to the child's Iwsul re a lores the soul 
to fit owner. Sometime, the sorcerer lays a trap for 1 1 lc 
thievish demon, the li*ir consisting of the liver of a pig or a 
fowl anil tile Wood smeared handle Q r a little mattock. A l 
mghlull he KU She trap a* a ejosa-touI and lies in wait 
hard hy. While the devil is licking the blood un.l munching 
i he liver, the artful sorcerer pounces out on him, md alter a 
**** Struggle wrest* the soul from Iris dutches, return- 
ing to the village victorious, but breathless md bleeding 
imin hb terrific encounter with the enemy of n>uU' 
Kil-s and couvuIbjojib are generally set down by the 
Chincsr to the agency of certain misdiitvous spirit', who 
fovc fo draw men's souls out of their bodies. At Amoy 
the spirits who serve babies and children in this way 
rejoice in the high* soon (Hug lilies of "crie-tial agencies 
bestriding galloping horses* and " literary graduate* residing 
halfway up ill the sky" When an fnfom h writhing hi 
convulsions, thr frightened mother hasten. to iltr mof of the 
Iwiiw, anti, waving about a bumW pole to ivliich one of 
the chiiii’s gMincnUi is attached cries out seven! ttitles, « Mv 
child So-and-so, come bade, return Ironic 1” Meantime, 
another inmate of the house bangs aw.sy ttt a -ong in the 
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hope 0f attracting ihv attention of (lie Grayed soul* which U 
suppled to fcoc^rttw the Jimltfef garmem nnd m dip into 
it. The garrrtiiJit cofiulrimg the aouI h then pb^l on or 
beside the child, wild if the child Jms not die recovery ti 
in re to follow sooner or Istlrr, 1 Similarly we mw that vmte 
(mltans catch a man'* lost *oul in hi> boot* and report ii to 
his t*ody by putting hi? feet in Jo them. 1 

If Giitakm/eve m&rfncrs arc silane pan* certain mcks or 
come to a over where they never were- before, they must 
wash their i'kLccs! for otherwise the 5 pfrits of the rock* or the 
river would switch 3way their ’-onta 1 When n Uyak h 
about to leave a forest through whir ft lie h«td been walking 
alone, he never forgets 10 ask rhe ikinnns To ^ever him kick 
ilia soul, for It may he that some forest-devil has carried it 
oft For the abduction of a son! may take place without its 
owner being aware or hi* loss r and it may happen either 
while he is awnk e or asleep.* The Papuans of Gee Ivin x 
Jfciy in Xstw Guinea are apt to think that the mkLs which 
touieLltiiej hang about the t&\n of tall irec* in tbnjr tropical 
Forets envelop a spirit ur god called Niitirool, who draws 
away the breath or soul of those whom ho |ovc* T Uuu 
causing tlu-m to languish and dfc. Accordingly, when a 
mati He* sick, a friend or rcUtlofi will go to one of these 
Hi is t -Gapped tree* and endeavour to recover the lost wul 
At the foot of the tree he make* a peculiar sound 10 attract 
the attention of the spirit, m\d lights a cigar. In its curling 
duifikc hit fancy discerns the fair and youth fill form of 
Xqrbrfioi himself* wh&> decked with fimver*. appear* and 
informs the .irutfcm* enquirer whether the soul of hi* sick 
friend is with him nr not., If it 15, ihtr man asks, *' Has he 
done any wrong*" M Oh no I ■" the spirit answer?*' ! !nvc 
him, and therefore 1 have taken him to myself" So the 
man lays down an offering at the foot of the tree, and geos 
home with the soul of the sufferer in a straw bag. Arrived 
at the house, he empties the bag with its precious content 
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over Ihr: sick man's head, mbs hi$ arras and hunch with 
ginger-root* which he had firr.t chewed mm\\ r and then ties a 
bondage mimd one of the patient'* wmls. Fl I lie bandage* 
hursts, Et Ss a sign that Narbraoj has repented of his bargain, 
and is dm wing away the sufferer nnee more to himself* 1 

III tile MolI tee as when a man b unwell it m thought that auinnion 
some devil I™ carried a way his soul to the tree, mountain, 
or bill where he (the devil} resides. A sorcerer having m itw 
{minted one ihr devil's abode, the friends of the patient carry M " 1ucM1 
thither cooked rice, fruity fish, raw eggs, a hen, a chicken, a 
silken robe, gold, armlets, and so fordt Having set out the 
food In order they pray, saying: ' We come to offer to you, 

O devlF, ili 1-3 T'ltering of food, clashed, gold, ami so on ; take 
it and rtitcaat the soul of Hie patient for whom we pray. Let 
it return to hi* body* and he who now is sick dhall be made 
wliatft/* 1 Tlfctn they cat a litlte and let the hers loose as a 
ransom for the soul oT the patient ; also they put down the 
raw eggs ; but ibe silken robe. the gold, and the arodets 
Lhey take home with tliem, Aei soon as they are come to 
(lie house they place a flat bowl containing t|je oiFalng* 
which have been brought back at the ^ck maids head, and 
say to him ; Bi Now is your ioul rdtt'ed, and you “hall fare 
well and live to grey bains cn the earth,” 1 A mote modern 
account from th« \ktnr region describes Ih>w the friend of the 
patient, after depositing hi* offerings on the sjjmjl where the 
missing $o \d Is iuippoMsl to be, call* out thrice the name of 
ihe □rck {terraon* Lidding. “ ( cine trilh me, come wish tm" 

Then he returns, mailing a motion with u cloth if he had 
caught the soul in it lie must not look to right or left nr 
speak a word to any one he meets, but ttttmt go straight to 
the patients house. At the door tie much, aitd calling out 
the sick person's name, asks whet tier he h returned* Being 
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IWOTCfcd fmrrc within thai he in rrUrmol, hr Cfifrri ftfld lay* 
the cloth In which be has caught tSit: mill mi the palicm 1 * 

thruuE, *aying f ** Sow yuu arc fttum&i to flic lmn^c. M Somr* 
times a tuhuitutc ii provided; .1 doll* dr-cn*-d up m gay 
cJothing and iivtad* is offered to she demon m exchange for 
the pafeiVi raul with (he*e words, * Give m Hade die og\y 
one which you have taken away and reedve this pretty chic 
instead r 1 

kurort Among the A libers or Torndjat of Foio, in Certlral 
rV^Ii m Ceiflbei p mwooden puppet ht offered to thr demon a MiluUtute 
for the Mord which he iins aWitictr.iL iftil the pallet) t mm - touch 
t' 4 ru thfi puppet fonder !.. Mimtify Ihjm-idJf with il> Tin dh-y li 
then hung 00 n bant too (rale, which U pUnted m tine place 
of sicrifitc ontdJt: of the House, I fere t^» are ilrptnEtnl 
offering i of rice, jam cg-g, a link wood (which It aflerwotiJ* 
kindled), a sherd of 4 broken «oVfng-pa^ and %o forth, A 
long caftan extend* from the place of Ifie? u* (He sufferer, 
who grasps one end of if ftnnly, for along it hi* bat *o*jl will 
return when the derfl hsi* kindly Seated {l Ah be mg 
ready, the prictte*i informs thr demon ihM he Im tome to 
the wrong place, an ! (hat (here arc no doubt much holler 
qtnrUn where he could reside- Them the lallutr of the juatient, 
standing besidt the offerings, take * up hh parable 1* follows 
“ O demon, wc forgot Its sacrifice to > 011. You have via it-id 
us with this lurkrrai ; will you now go rap from us (o 
■note other place Wn have nucule ready provisions for you 
on the journey. See, Here is a cooking-put* here arc rtcr, for. 
amt a fowl O demon, go away from its." With tfoii iUr 
priest cm strews rice towards th*: HnmHoQ pole it* Ime h^ct 
the wandering soiif_ and tbr. Snwl promised it- the -levd i* 
thrown in she rtumc dircviiOTj. Hut 1? inrtanlEy jerked hack 
t^fi tiy n string which, in a spirit of triteUJgeftt economy. 
Hpii been prcvfottsJy iiudicJ to Its fe* r The demon U now 
lUppovnJ t o accept the pupjiri, which hangs fmm the pole, 
and io release the soul, which, sliding down the pole ami 
along the rattan, rtf uni* to in proper iwt And W thr 
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trvai iijitri t fshnuld rcjJCfU of the bm& whkfi few full brcii 
effected, alt cciimnunicaifen with him it broken olT by catting 
down the pole. 1 Similarly thr: Mongols make up & horae of 
With-bark and a doU, and Invite (he dn^on to take the ddll 
fnatcad of the patient and id tide away on the hers el A 
Yakut shaman, rigged our in his professional costume* with 
his drum m hii« b*n<L will boldly descend into the fewer 
™dd ami higgle with the demon who haa earned off a sick 
m-in's soul Nisi uncommonly the demon proves amenable 
ti> reason, and in consideration of (he narrow cfrcmnatunec* 
of the pin tent's family will accept ;s more moderate ransom 
than be at fi«l demanded. For injtanee^ Tie may he 
brought to put up with the skin f no Aretle hare or Arctic 
fox instead of a foal ot a steer The bargain being struck, 
the shaman hurries tuck Id the sufferer's bedside* from 
which to the merely carnal eye he has never ffifrred. aitd 
fnibim? (he anstons rdalives of the success of hi* mtMiort. 

They in turn gladly hasten to provide the rntuotfL 1 

Demons are especially feared by pen§ona who have just s*=ii* 
entered a new ton ■:. 11 one< at a himsC’U.irmiHg artsnt?^ the 

Alfixirsof Mionha^a In Celebes the print perform* aceremony *l 
for the piirfv.se of Pestorkg thek *utdi to the In mate % He turn’s« 
hjtnipi up a bng at if# place of sacrifice and (lien gnr • Mtnaj» *-* 
thtuu^h b lid of the gods. There aie j*> many of them th.il 
this lake* him sin: whole night through without ntapjzjng- 
In the Miurnii:- ; he offers, the un i :;,: and suaine hie. 

Bjf tills tbntr the souls of the IvousdtuJd are juppe^ed to be 
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gathered in the bag, So the priest take* the hag, and 
holding it on the head of the master of the house, ssys, 
"Here you 1mvo your soul; go («nitj To-morrow away 
again.' He then does lire same, say in;: the iamc woods, 
to the housewife and all the other members of the family.* 
Among 1 *? the same AlfoOrs one way of recovering a sick 
man's soul is to let down a bowl by a belt out of a window 
and fish for the soul till il is caught in the bowl and hauled 
up.* And among the same people, wlwti a priest u bringing 
bach a sick man's soul which be has caught in a cloth, he is 
preceded by a girl holding the Jorge leaf of a certain palm 
over his head a = an umbrella to keep him am! the soul from 
getting wet, in case it should rain; and he is followed by a 
nun brandishing ,i sword ’o deter other souls from any 
attempt at rescuing the raptured spirit. 3 
souii In Nias, when a man dreams that a pig Is fastened 

* under a neighbour's house, it is a sign lh.it some one hi that 
jiDdwHnr" house will die. They think that the suit-god U drawing 
**“■ away the shadows or soul* of that hoiiaehnld from this world 
nf shadows to his turn bright world of radiant light, and a 
ceremony rnuftt ricciis tic performed to win back these p;L-.-— 
ing souls to earth. Accordingly, while it is still night, the 
priest begins EO drum and pray, and he contunics ; his oritoin 
lilt about nine o'clock next morning. Then he Takes hi* 
stand at an opening in the roof through which he can 
behold tire sun, and spreading out 3 doth waits till the 
beamr of die morning sun fall full upon it In the sunbeams 
be thinks the wandering souls have come buck again ; ;o hc 
arap- the doth up tightly, and quilling the opening la die 
tonf. hastrlti with his* precious charge to the expectant house¬ 
hold, Before each member of it lie stops arid dipping his 
fingers into the cloth take out his or her mjuJ anil restore* 
it r.o the owner by touching the person on the forehead.* 
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The Thompson Indians of llrilfrk Cohmibm think that the 
wiling ?un draws the souls of men away towards it; hence 
they wiiJ never deep with their heads to the sunset. 1 The 
Samajn» tell how two young wizards [Hissing a house 
where a chief lay TCty asek. *aw u company of gocto from 
ito rnouotllu silting in the doorway. They woe knuding 
from one to another the .soul of liie dying chief It was 
wrapt in a leal and liar! been passed from Hie gods inside 
the hcjtssc 10 those sitting in Ilia doorway. One of tile gods 
banded the sou] to one of the niardfl, taking him for a god 
iri the dark, for it was night. Then alt die gods rose uji 
and went Away; but She wizard kept Use eWef* hoiiL Tn 
like morning sottie women went with .y present of line mat 
to feidi a f.iraOLLi physician. The uiiurd" were silling; on 
the shorn the women passed, nnd they said to the uomert, 

“Give u* Ulo mats and wt will heal IuiiIp” So ihcy went to 
the chiefs house. He w;\, very Ilf hh jaw hung down, and 
1 lI» end seemed near- But the wizards undid the leaf and 
let the soul Into him «gaJj3 T aitd forthwith he brightened up 
and lived . 1 

The fiattasor Baiuks of Sumatra bdievc thn t The sou] of hiub 
a Iking man may transmigrate into the body of »n animal. 

J fence, for L-xMipIr, the doctor h sometime desired to *v*t- 
ntracl the pollenl^ *sju\ fram the bc*iy «d‘a fowl* In which 
it ha* been hidden away by an evil spirit 1 

Some limes the k»«-t <oul is brought bark In a visible vm % 

shape. In .Mclanerfa * wnmau k knowing that a neighbour 
ways at the poiiif of death, heard a rustling hi her house* i.% 
of moth fluttering just at the moment w hen a oubc of ^ 
wee plug and Lamentation rold her thug the soul wan flown. 

She caught the fluttering thing between her h.tmlv and fan 
with ib crying out that she had caught the took Bui 
though she opened larr hands above tbr mouth *> r the eor]!*n* 

H did not revive. 1 In Ixjm* Island* one of the New 
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i —lit Hebrides, for Een d,iy$ after u birth the father F careful mi 
** exert himself or the baby would differ for it If during 
-si:lok this tuns hr goon away to any distance, be will briny back 
wish Iiim on hi* return a little stone representing the infant? 
soul. Arrival at home he cries. M Come hither/ 1 and puts 
down the stone in the house# Then hr wails till the child 
sn«rzci, at which he cries, * Here ft h 1 ; for now he knows 
that the little soul ha* not been Inst after all/ The $afbh 
or Flathead Indians of Oregon believe that a nflLn'a soul may 
be separated for a time from hfs body without causing death 
and without The man being aware of hfe loss. It is ncce-saty, 
however, that the lost soul should be soon found and restored 
to its owner or he will die* The name of the man who has 
\on hi* souS is revealed in n dream to the medifimc-man H 
who hiiftion-i to inform the sufferer of his loss. Generally a 
number of inen have sustained a like loss at the same time; 
all their names are revealed to the medrdne man, and all 
employ him to recover their souls. The whole night long 
these soiillt^ men go about the village front lodge to lodge, 
dancing and singing. Towards daybreak tliey gn Into a 
separate lodge, which I? eltw;d up so an to bo totally dark 
A email hole fa then made in the roof, through which the 
medidne-man, vri:h .1 bunch of feather,, bnidir ■> In the Koti!-. 
in the sli^pe of bits of fame and the like, which he receive# 
on a piece of matting. A fire h ui=ks kindled, by she light 
of which the xncdicinc-imti sorts out Ehc sends, First he 
puts aside the souls of dead people* of which there are usually 
several; for if h were to give the sold of a ikud person to 
ft living man, the man would die Instantly Next he picks 
01 it the souls of ah the persons present, ami making them 
all to flit down before him, ho takes the soul of each, in the 
shape of a splinter of hone* wood* or shell, and placing it on 
the ow ner's head, paw it with many pmyert and contort ions 
till it descends into the heart and so resumes Its proper 
place, 1 In Amboyim she sorcerer, to recovers soul detained 
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hy tkmOJTfl, pluck* a branch from a ttce h and waving i: to and 
fro sin if 10 Elltch something, enlU oiu the flick innn's name. 
Returning he striker the- patient over [he head and body 
wllii the branch, mlo which the Irtel and is vuppwed to 
have passed, an if from which it returns to the patient 1 In 
the Bahar Inlands offerings Hur evil tfpiHti arc Iniil at I hr- 
mot of a great tree (niw£rhrjjj\ frum which a. leaf ts plucked 
ant! pressed on the patients forehead and brenst ; the losi 
sonl> which is in the leaf, b thus restored to its owner.* In 
other blonds of the name seas, when a man return* ill 
and -ip web less from the forest, st U inferred that thi evil 
spirit* which dwell in the great trees have caught and kept 
his fluid. OrtbfTigfl of food arc therefore left under a tree 
aitd the soul is brought home in a piece of wpai. J Amongst 
the Dyaks of Sarawak ihc priest conjure* the lost soul into 
a cup, where it h seen by the uninitiated as a lode of hniiv 
but by the initiated as a miniature human being. This the 
priest |ffikes back into the patient's body through cm invisible 
hole in his skutt. 1 In Mias the sick (min's ioul is restored 
10 him in the tfhope of a firefljv visible only to the sorcerer, 
who catches it in n doth and places It on l he forebtsd of 
the patient.* Amongst the Indians of Santiago Tepehtiaenn, swil um 
if a child ha* falleil from the arms of its beater and an Ji] 
illness has resulted Tram the fid I, Lhc parents wltj take the ttemtr 4 
child's shirt, stretch it nut on flu- Mm! where the little One 
fell, and %&y\ 14 Corner cotnc, entnt hckck tn the Infant," 
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Then they bring back a little of thrs earth ^tapped up jn 
the shirt, and put the shirt on the child They uy that in 
tills manner tiic spirit Is replaced in the child's body and 
that he will recover . 1 With thiv wc may compare an Irish 
custom reported by CaimletU When any one happens to 
tail, he spring* up again, and turning round thrict to the 
tight, digs the earth with a sword or knife, and takes up a 
turf, because they say the earth restores his shade to him. 
Hut if he falls sick within two or three days thereafter, a 
woman skilled in these matters is soil to the spot, and 
there say,: “I call thee. So-and-so, from the East and 
VVcsl, from the .'nuth and North, from rhe groves, woods, 
rivers, marshes, fairies white, red. and brack," and so forth. 
After uttering certain short prayers, she returns home to the 
sick person, nnd whispering in his car another prayer, along 
with a l\iUr Nostity puts some hurtling coals into a cup of 
clean water, and so decides whether the dlstem|jct lias been 
inflicted by the fairies.* Here, though Camden fa not very 
explicit, ami he probably did not quite undTstand the 
custom he d(.scribes, tt seems plain that the shad* or soul of 
a man who has fallen i? conceived as adhering to tire 
ground where he fell, Accordingly he seeks lo regain 
possession of it Ivy digging up the earth ; but if he falls to 
recover it, he send* a wise woman to the spat to win 
back his soul from the fairies who are detaining it. 

The ancient Egyptians held that a dead man is nut in a 
state to enter on the life hereafter Until his sou! has tiren 
found and restored to his mummified body The vital spark 
had been commonly devoured hy the malignant trod Set, 
who concealed his true form in the likesicss of a homed 
br&st, such as an ox or a girdle. So the priest* went in 
quest of the missing spirit, slaughtered the animal which 
had devoured it, and cutting open the carcase found tbe soul 
still undigested in it* stomach. Afterward* the son of die 
deceased embraced the mummy or the image of his lather 
in order to restore iii* mill to him. Formerly it w.u 
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customary to pin-re the skin of the italn beast on the dead 
man for tin? purpose of recruiting his strength with lhal of 
the animat 1 

A gam* souls may he extracted from their bodies or 
detained m their wanderings not only by ghosts and demon;* 
but also by meut espccinlJy by soict rers. In Fiji, if a criminal 
refused to confess* the: chief writ for tt scurf with which *te 
catch away the soul of the rogue " At the sight or even at 
Lhc mention of the scarf the culprit generally made a dean 
breast. For if he did not, the scarf would be wived over 
hh head till his soul wus caught in ii. when it would be 
carefully folded up and nailed to the end of a elders canoe; 
and for want of his won I the criminal would pine and die* 
The sorcerers of Danger inland used tti set Quines for sculls. 
The Shares were nude of :!dljL cinct about fifteen to thirty 
feet long; with loops cm ciiitcr aide of liiSTcrrcnt 3 l*ca l to unit 
the different rirem of soitis ; for fat soulit there were large 
loops, for thin souls tire re ivcrc small 011& When a man 
was rick against whom rh si*rarers had .1 gfwdge, they fj 1 
up iliesc soul-snares near his bouse anil watched for the 
Right of his soul. Jf In the shape of a bird or m insect H 
was caught in the srare the man would infaliihly die.* Wl en 
a Polynesian mother desired that the child m Jim womb 
should grow up ta k * fpreot warrior or a great thief, she 
repaired to the temple nf (he war-god Ore ar of the thief- 
g*>d t ifax There the priest obSigiugly caught thte spirit of 
the god in a snare made of atfo-itut fibc*, and then Infuwd 
it imo lire woman When the child was born, the mother 
took it to the temple and dedkatiri is to tin: gvnl with 
whns? divine spirit rise infant wjui already twJS«ill^cL , The 
Algonquin Indians ils<> used net* te catch souls. hut only 9 * 
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ii measure of defence. They feanjd ler.t fussing sen Is, which 
had -1uinerti the Inches of dying people, should cruet 

their lints and curry off the snub of the inmates to deadland. 
So they spread nets Eibout their houses to catch and entangle 
these ghostly mmiders in the meshes 1 
n+iroifccrf. Among- the Semres of Senegambla, when a man wishes 
m *° avenge himself on his enemy he goes to the Fitaur* 
rtfrira, (chief and priest in oncj 3 and prevails on him by percents to 
conjure the soul of his enemy Into a large jar of red 
earthenware, which Is then deposited Under a consecrated 
tree. The mail whose soul is shut Up in the jar *oou dies 1 
Among the LUuules of the I very Coast h happened once 
that a chirrs soul was extracted by the magic of an enemy, 
who succeeded (u shutting it tip in a box. To recover tt H 
Kwo uteri hdd it garment of the sick man* white a witch 
performed certain enchantments* After a time she de¬ 
clared that the soul was now in rhe garment! whkh was 
accordingly rolled up and hastily wrapped about the invalid 
for rhe purpose of restoring his spirit to him* Some of the 
Congo negroes think that enchanter* can pit possession 
Ol human- souls, and endowing them in Eii^ks of ivory, 
sell them to the white tmm t who makes them work for 
him In his country under the sea. It h believed that 
very man y of the coast tabouret arc men thus obtained [ 
ao when these people go to trade Ih cy oftc n look anxiously 
about for their dead relations. The man whose uonl ts 
thus acid into slavery will die M in doc course, if not at the 
tirne; 1 In same parts* of West Africa, Indeed, wlsSfds are 
continually setting traps to catch Souls that wander from their 
bodki hi sleep; and when Jhey have caught one, ilicy t w ft 
up over the fife, and m It shrivel* in the heal the owner 
sickens, This is done, not out of any grudge toward* the 
suftcrcr, but purely us a matter of busmen The wizard 
doc* not care whi^e wul he has captured, aii4 will r^idily 
red ore li to tLs owner if only he h paid for doing so. Some 
sorcerers keep regular asylum for grayed souk, and any 
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wtan has Itvjt or mislaid his own soul cun tnunv* have 
another dim from the asylum on payment of the usuat foe. 

No hUiine whatever Attaches to men who keep ihrse private 
H>y hum or Lt irzp* for pnu mg =*011 Is ; il v? their j rofotislun, 

And in the extrcise of it they arc .stiiiatcd by no harsh or 
unkindly feelings Bui tlerr are also wretches who from pure 
*pjle Or for the sake of Sucre set and bait traps with the 
deliberate purpose of catching the soul of a partfcsdar man ; 
and in the bottnm of the pot. hidden by the bail* kre knives 
anti sharp hooks which tear and rend the poor sou!, either 
killing it outright or In aiding it so as in impair the health of 
its owner when it succeeds in escaping and returning to him. 

Miss Kingsley knew n Kruman who Iwrcaiise vnry a rue folia 
about his suuL because for several nights lie had uttdt in 
his dreams the savoury smell of smoked crawfish scanned 
with red pepper. Clearly »im: fthruhtr had set a trap 
baited with this dainty for his dreatn-souk intending to do 
him pn'evoua bodily, or rather spirit ii*l< harm : and for the 
next few nigh is great pains were taken to keep his soul 
from straying abroad in hh sleep. In the jiivdlmiTg heat of 
the tropical Jiighl he by sweating and snorting timier a 
blanket, his tiose and mouth tied up wilh :i haiid kcrehlef to 
prevent the escape of Tu's precious souh 1 

When Dymks of the Upper MekwJc arc about lo go out takji* n. e 
head-bonting they take the precaution or *cnirim: the aotda™^ 
of their enemies before they attempt to kill their bodies, mw jwd 
calctd&Ung apparently that mere bodily death will toon J B ^ 
follow the spiritual death, ot capture, of Ihe souL With this 
iriiciuiuiT they dear j s-ttvaJI pace in the undmu^od of lhe 
forest, mni up in the clearing one of tlirn-e miniature 
hotuie^ iti which it is cuaiomnty In dtrpaiit the i4>het of the 
dead, Food b plueed in the Jiufc tiou*?, which, tlvotigh 
rained tm four ]KUl% *a cun heeled with the ground by a tiny 
inverted ladder of the lip which sptrin are hdfoved n> 
vwarm. Whz:* ihcsr preparations have been completed, the 
loader of ihr expedition rorne* arid sits down A littfo way 
from tilt miniature house, ami aiWresting the tpirfli of 
kinsmen who had I hr misfortune to b- behrmfod by their 
enemies, he %ayu * O ghost* of So-and-so, mmr speedily back 

* Mary ff Khs^jL^ TrtiA'f w tfV*f ^/wi fl.ua ik*i» p(t irtl **i 
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tuha.iir to our village,. We have rice in akmihmce. Our Iteen all 
^ucnlV ^ i:jr rip* fruit Our basket* arc full tothe brim* 0 gJ*o%U t 
.-j -4 j.± come swiftly back ami forget hot to bring your new friends 
and acquaintances -■ ith you/ 1 Hut by the new 1ncnr3^ 
ami acquaintance? of the ghosts he m^ns the souls oF the 
enemies against whom lie h £tbom to tend the expedition. 
Meantime the other worriers have hidden themselves close 
by behind trees and bushes, and arc listening with all their 
ears. When the cry of an animal h begird in the forest, nr 
a humming sound seems to Issue from the little house, it is 
a sign that Lhc glioma of their friends have cyme; bringing 
with them the souls of their enemies* which are accordingly 
at their mercy. At that the lurking: warriors leap forth from 
their ajnbusli, and with brandished blades hew and slash at 
the souk of their foemcn swarming unseen in Hit air* Taken 
completely by surprise* th^ panic-stricken ^mb flee In all 
directions* and are Fain to hide under every' leaf and stone on 
the ground, Bui even lie re L licit retreat b cut off, For 
now the leader of the cxfieditJon i* hard at work* grubbing 
up with hlh linnds every stone and leaf to right and left* and 
thrusting them with feverish haste into the basket, which he 
at once ties up securely* He now (Utter* himsdl that he 
has the smils oF the enemy safe in his possession ; and when 
in the course oF the expedition the heads of the foe are 
severed from their faculty, he will pack them into I he same 
basket in which thdr souls are already languishing in 
captivity J 

In Hawaii there were sorcerers who caught souls of living 
people, shut them up in culiibasbc^ and gave tSiem to people 
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r<* cat, liy Skjuwing- a captured soul in their hands they i^v, 
discovered the piste wh^n- people hml been 'tcretly buried ' 1 '* ™ u,ai 
Amongst the Cji.jHian Indiana, when a wizard wished to till 
•i man, lie sent out his faiinhar spirits, who brought him tile 
victim'* soul m the abnpe of a stone nr the like. The wizard *“ * ’ 
struck the **uil with a '.word nr ait .ixc till it bled profusely, 

•util a* it bled the nmii to whom it belonged fell fU and 
died,* fn Amboy ni» ffu doctor is convinced that a patient'* 
to«l ha* been carried a way by a demon beyond recovery, lie 
*eeks to supply it* place with a so (it abstracted From another 
ruan. For tbb purpose he <joc# by flight to a hoilSC and 
aak», " Who'* there?" If an imitate is Incaittioits enough 
tr, jn?wer. the doctor takes up front before Ole door a 
dod of earth, into which the eonl of tli- pcr»u who 
replied is thought to tin re passed. This clod the doctor 
lays under (lie sick man's pillow, aiul perforin* certain 
ceremonies by which lfie stolen soul is conveyed into the 
patient’s body, Then as he goes home tile doctor fire* 
two shots to Frighten the soul From returning to its proper 
owner ’ A Karen wixaid will eaidi (he wandering soul of 
a sirajicr and transfer it to I he body of a dead man, Tin? 
latter, thc-icfere, comes to life as Hie former di«. But the 
friends oi the sleeper In turn engage a wirairi 10 steal the 
soul of (mother sleeper, who dies as the First *|«jwrr ccures to 
life. In tills way un indefinite succession of death* and 
resurrection* 1* supposed to Like place • 

Nowhere perhaps is tlic art of abducting human *ouli 
mure cureFn(Sy cultivated or carried to higher perfection than 
in the Malay f'cniusula. Here live method* by which the 
wizard works hts will are various, and a> too am Ids motive-*. 
Sometime^ lie dtjUTM to destroy an enemy, tomclimc* to win 
flic love of u cold or hashful beauty. Some r>f the charm* 
ofierate entirely without contact; in Others, rim receptacle 
into which the soul i* to be him! ha* formed part nl, or at 
least touched, the person of the victim. 1 Tuik, to lake an 

* A- 1. 4’- ‘ = ii|-i K £,+ ( f^Vi'ir- M1*d A Iflij - ^ ■ F Oi xfW fW 

Afrmu*mtmmt* iSHjv i Ptfm Hi* IUp»> y$. 

N4 jy, 

1 At Jhmtoj, IJ&J7, p * F, ft Ctof* ,+ Un <h# Kmthi" 

JO ij(7*iuijLLMii frintfJl, QjkLm*, J4»<8|. /i=» // t A- 

1 J. (i + J-\ hic-tal, XV litoi- w jO>. 


74 


the pemis a* the soui 


CtUlf 


AMcz-Liisa itutancc of the latter sort of charm, the following arc the 
™|™ dhrctfotii given for necurTtig Hie ftniil of an c whom you wish 
\*iUy to render -list mug hi. Take sot! from she middle of his 

*i«r4^ fuaipHut , wrap it up in pieces of ccd T black, and yellow 

doth, taking ^K‘ to keq* tlio yellow outride; and hatig it 
from the centre of your mosquito certain with particoloured 
thread. It will then become your victim'* soul To 
complete the trfttiimltttaMiatjM, however, ji is needful to 
switch tile picket with .1 hitch composed of *cven leaf-ribs 
from a “green" coetvimL DoShh seven timet at sunset, at 
midnight, and ftt sunrise, saying, 11 It b urn earth that 1 switch, 
but ihe heart of So-and-so." Then bury It in the middle 
of a path where your victim it-sort to stop over it, and he 
will unquestionably become distraught* 1 Another way* is to 
scrape the wood of the floor: where your intended victim has 
been aiding, mix the scrapings with earth from fib or her 
footprint, and knead the whole with wa* from a deserted 
bees" comb Into a likeness of him or her. Then fumigate the 
figure with incense and beckon to the soul every night for 
i.hr:;r a e : l^> 4 ts su£oej ! 9 ivcly by waving a doth, while you recite 
the appropriate spdl* In thr following cases the charm 
take * effm w ithout any corn act whatever, whether direct or 
indirect, with the victim* When the moon* }Wt risen, looks 
red above the eastern horizon, go out, and rtattding in the 
moon light, with the 1 1% loc of your right fuel on the big to« 
nf your left, make a speaking-trumpet of yuur right hand and 
ri ch through it the following words .: 

u OSf. / Amr.r wr / few V/ mt,f fAr damit 

J iWu |7, Air Tin & 

/ AJwjjf // + .jpf.V tk* Jfiirr far*l dim, 

Bat a r= .1^ Jftr 'T»>. f fAarr *'-V tr / tkttii .if, 

// «c Mr tftlk iht tkit Mttf #f tAt &«jgrQpUxi*t § 

So-mdw. 

Clurk : chukf it tisi p/ i&wt mtd wfA with m, 

Cpmt \rmi *Tf with „ 

Cpt/f? njiif ifatf *t-d ik'tt* my 

Chtck/ otel/ vmt? 

Repeat this thrice ,imJ after every nufCtlttau blow through 

1 VV. W. Steal. AMff 'tf-VK tqflof, fiji* f6^ 
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VOUJ hollow fist' Of yfiii fluty catch the soul in yen, tltf bar» 
iliiii. Go out on iTir- night of the full moon ami the two 
succeeding nights, sir down on nn am-hill facing iJm- moon, 
bwni litcense, srirJ recite the fo i lowing Iflcamnljoi) - 


" ^ .11 V*; Wr,' hThY/w, 

/Az /» jV | 

Z 1 i kitr^ /*.<• s .4 s "h\ 

ntxntt l* 4&4lr,tu~Af far h™ #f mft 
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rrmtmfrr nw, 
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S v-Tf/ 34 ff J>A>r p rf/f', w?r to* ; 

IV/kti xL* /■fjivjM j-fzi/r,, wiivw;',# *w/ 

Jff&fW ftvi/ rp-tmnwA^ bpt/ f 

tt 'Acn ft* M* to ft»to p r^wwiA"#" w; 

n^tWfUi ftejr Mtf 4f fke ut^ rw^ ^ . 

IMur W *p4 */ ^ ff »».Vr JHi; 

/^r J* /A*/ 4* Jft.iWr m * / tfm tfrr* 

f/A£!^ / v/ilf# / JlUft/ i/ A\j«WWl‘ , /# *fcf h 

/ ■*> *** «*™ fr Ar/jhW iwi w/f/, 

tetfr'ur jW t Mtu AitSttr fa tttinfJ* 


Notr wave the end of your turban towards Ijir motlti 
seven times rich night Go home and put it under your 
pillow, and if you want to wear it in the daytime, burn 
incense and say," ft t 3 not a turban that 1 cam- in my itirdk 
but the sou] of Somebody." ! 

Perhaps the magics! cere monks just tlewrilicd may help Aam, m 
to explain a curious rite, of iinm emu rial antiquity, whffh *"** Mt 
was performed on a very solemn occasion at Athens. On w itT** 
the «ne of the wiling of the fleet for Syr.ieu-c. when all lJ T"| t, < [>l 
Smarts hr^h with hofsy t and visum* uf empire iUtzilcd ^ , - Uthjk 
all eyes, con it emotion suddenly fell on the people ohe j|*y 
morning when they rose and found that mmt of the imsiyr- 
of Hermes in the city had been inysteffotuly mutilated* in 
the night. The impious perpetrator* of the tacritege were 
unknown, but whoever they were. Hie priest* and prime*** 
solemnly curied them according to lire ancient ritual, stand- 
with thnir faces to the west arid disking ml ebtli, up 
and down, 1 Perhaps in these elnths they rsete catching the 
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soul* of those at whom thdr cur--^ were levelled, jusl we 
have seen that Fijian chEcfs used t» catch the soul* of 
criifiinab in carves and ndl them to canoes 1 
Aitim-tbi The Indians of the Nass Kiver, in British Columbia, are 
*ftea l |rrarn ? impressed with a belief that a physician may swallow hb 
ibrUflPiwiia p;jitieiil p s soul by mistake. A doctor who b believed to have 
done so is made by the other members of the facility to stand 
over the patient, while one of them thrusts hb finders down 
Ltir d oc to r s l h mat. .111 of 1 1 er knead s 1 li m i ll tl ie sto mad 1 with 
lib knuckle* and 0 liiiixl slap 1 * Iifm on die back. If I he 
soul b not in him after all, and if the same proce^: Ims been 
repealed mj h j n all the medic a I men without success, It h cum 
eluded that the soul inns! be: in the head-duet or 1 s bos. A 
party ofdUeturs, therefore, watfc upon him at bis house and 
requests him 10 produce hi* box. When he has done so and 
Arranged its cements on a new mat, they lake the votary of 
Aesttikpiuff and hold him up by the heels with hb head in a 
hole in the floor. in this position they wash hb head, and 
any water remaining from the ablution is Ukett und poured 
upon the sick man's head* * Among the tCw-ikiutl Indian!* 
of British Columbia it fo forbidden to pass behind the back 
of a shaman white be is eating, Itrsi the shaman should in* 
advertently swallow the soul of the passer-by* When that 
happen^ both the ubaman and the person whose soul he 
has swallowed fall down in a swoon. tHrxxJ i^ows from the 
shaman's mouth, because the «nd h too large for him and 
is tearing Ins Inside. Then the clan of the person whose 
naul h ilmng ihis mischief must assemble and sirig the 
sung of the shaman, fi> lime the suffering witwer 
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Vomit* out tJir foiiI* wbkh be CKhihiU itg the r Snj>c of a 
small bloody L'aJE fn the tfpCfl puFms of lib hand*. He 
rt=tnrv* ie to its who ii lying proitrnle on 4 tiiftt, by 

throwing it at him mid then blowing on hh best! The 
man who-* *o«l wm Allowed luu» very mil uni I ly to \u>y 
for the damage he dl A to the shturmtt a* well a* for hi- 
own erne , 1 


| J. F/k AW 4* 4 SfwJfiw j*t f a Kfjfefftm 


But the ipkltunl dnngm I have at 11 mewled nrr trot; the 
only one* wlifcti heart the ravage. Often He regaitb hi* 
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h.mut shadow or reflection as bis souk or at all events as a vital 
^UTi P Mt °f himself and as sunk it is necessarily a source of 
I -'I? ' danger to him, For if it ia trampled upon, struck* 01 

^.n-iiir stubbed* lit- will fed the injury as if it wtre done to fils 
'Mu* k person; and If it Is clertflchrxl from him entirely be 
ir^'nnn believes tlmt it may be) he will die in the island -uf Werar 
there are magicians who can make a mm ill by stabbing 
his shadow with a pike or imeking it with a nword. 1 After 
Sankara had destroyed the Buddhist* in India, it is said 
that he journeyed to Nepaiil, where he had some difference 
uf apitibn with the Grand I-nna, To prove his 
natural powers he soared into rite air. But as he mmitited 
up. die Grand Lariu, perceiving hh shadow swaying and 
wavering on the ground, struck his knife into it and down 
fed Sunks«rs and broke hh neck. 1 In the Babar [ 5 lands the 
demons get power over a man's souE by 1 witling fust hi* 
shadowy or by striking and wounding it* 1 Among tile 
ToHnrlooa of central Celebes to tread on a man's shadow h 
an offence, because it is supposed to make the owner sick;* 
and for the same reason the Tbboongkoo? of that region 
forbid their children to play with their shadows* The 
Ottawa Indians thought they could kill a man by making 
certain figures on his shadow* The Jiaganda or central 
Africa regarded a. mail 1 * shadow as his ghost ■ lienee they 
used to kill or Lnjtiw their enemies \ty tabbing or treading 
on their tihadbtta? Among the Bavili of West Africa ft 
a**! to be considered a dime to trample on or even to cross 
the shadow of another, especially if the shadow um that of 
1 married Human/ Some Caffres ate very umriJling Ip lei 
anybody iiiind on tbelr shadow, bdteyfnu that they can be 
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influenced .for evil through ft' IHoy think thnr "a thA A ™ v 
mnns dwindles m infernally whtfl he ataiiif. to wK 

J C ;. tor ( i* bas 1 1 ' lcl V«« Intimate relation to ,h c m .in £X*U 
that It ill Her, with hint/" The Ja-Ltw in be* of KaViromio, 

5 ^ “« * *■»* Vfctafc Nyan.a, Urti of the nnettsto, ^; 
ol .ill men, A|w-ltho liy name, who descended tu birth f? 
from ab,,wg Waging with him cattle, fowls, and seeds 
. U ll0 * hr «**; t1lc J-'ljtD plotted to kill him. but for , 
long time they efid Imt date to attack him. At last, Imarino 
1 lat ic win. lick* they thought tbeir chance had come, and 
«em * girl to M» how hr was. Shu took a wall hum, u*d 
oi cupping blood, fn lire hand, and while she talked with 
hitn She placed tin- cupping, hqnt on bit =hHdow. To her 
auijirUe it tlnttv blood. So the rerumetf and told her 
friend,, that. If they wished to kilt Apodtlto. they must not 
touch hu (Kxly, hut Spear his shadow. They did to, ami h- 
died and tinned into * rock, which tins ever since p^t&Med 
the property of sharpening spiesrs unusually well 1 In a 

T 1 , bo 7 r wc . rrari ° r t s&pr who examined human 
shadow?. Ity Littiplight rn order to discover the fj.u of tht-ir 
mvnerx "A muit 1 ? shadow “ be said, "ought to be deep 
h«, if so, he will Attain honourable positions, and a g refi | 
nge Shadows are averse to being reflected in water, or in 
wells, or in washing .basins, ft iva. on -inch ground* that 
the Jin dents avoided sh.idij.ws. and that in old days K^ih-uh 
ittun-tm, and other nhadcw-t readily vermin caumd |J 

hitting foe Shadows of men. In recent limn there have 
lw!t mc ? VCrtcd in ^ »»t of eautensaig the shadows of their 
palicnr? ” Another sapient Chine.e writer observe* - I have 
heard that, if the shadow of a bird is hit with h piece of Wood 
that was struck by thunder, (he bird falls to the ground im¬ 
mediately, I never tried it. hut an account of the matter 
stated above 1 consider the thing certain ‘ * The natives of 
Nias tremble at the night of a rainbow, because they think it 
is a net spread by a powerful spirit to catch their shadow*. 1 
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So TliM PSJtttS Of THE SOUL <m**- 

In the Bank Islands* Melanesia, there me certain 
stones flf » remarfcably long shape which go 1>y the name of 
of dealing ghosts/ 1 because certain powerful 
and dangerous gb&fis an? believed Eu lodge in them. If j 
mnii's shadow fell;- on one of these stones* the ghost will 
draw hb -oul otii from Linn so that be will die. Such stones* 
Therefore, are set In a house to guard it; and a messenger 
Mint ts> a house Uy the absent owner will call out the name 
nf the sender* Unit the watchful ghost in the stone should 
fancy that lie came with evil Intent and hould do him a 
mischief* 1 In Florida, one of the Solomon Islands, there 
are places sacred to ghtHH, some in the village* ^me fn the 
gardens, and some in the buih No man would pa*u one 
of Thc^ place* when the sun was *o kw a* to hri 
shadow Into it, for then the ghost would draw it from him 2 
The Indian tribes of the Lower Fraser River believe dial 
man ho* four soub, of which the shadow is one, fhough nor 
the principal, and thui sickness is caused by the absence of one 
of the souls. [fence no one wll! lei his shadow full on m rick 
shaman, test the Sutler shoal I purloin it to replace his own 
cos - soul 1 At a funeral in China, when the lid is about to 
be placed on the cdffm, most of the bystander?, with the 
exception of the nearer t kin, retire a few steps ur even retreat 
to Another room for u. person** health h believed lu be m- 
d angered by alio wing his shadow to I c endowed in a edJfitL 
And when ihe coffin [§ abcult to be lowered into the grave 
most of the spectators retofi to a Hi tic distance left their 
shddmvi -thotilfl Tall into ihe grave and Kami should thus b*< 
done to their persons. The gcomaiwer and hi* a^rintauti stand 
on the title of the grave which is turned away from the •nut ; 
ami the gravendiggers and coffin-bearers attach ilidr shadow* 
firmly to ihdr persons by tying a. strip of cloth tiyhily round 
thrir waist*/ Iti the Nicobar Islands boifal usually takes 
place at sundown, before mid night, of ai early dawn. In no 
case can ms inleitncut be carried out at noon or within m 
hour of it, loti she shadows the bearers who lower the 
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hotly Ento ihc earth, or of the mourners raking ihcir last 
look Hi the shrouded figure, should fall into the grave: for 
that would cause them to be sick or die- And when the 
dead lias teen lufct m hi* Iasi home, hut before the earth Is 
shovelled in upon him, the leaves of a certain Jungle tree arc 
waved over the grave, ami a lighted torch k brandished 
tuaide it* 10 disperse any souls of the sorrowing bystanders 
that tnay tie lingering with their departed friend in his 
narrow bed. Then the signal js given, and the earth or 
$iind is rapidly Shovelled fci by a party of young fticn who 
have been standing in readiness to perform the duly , 1 * 3 
When the Malays arc building a house, and the centra! po$i 
is being Eel up, the greatest precautions are taken to prevent 
the shadow of any of the worker H from Hilling father nu the 
post Or ue] Utc hole dug lo receive 11 ■ £>r othcrwUc lhey 
think that sklcness and trouble will be ante to follow.- 
When member* of mttm Victorian tribes were performing 
mugicid certmonk* for the purpose of bringing disease mid 
misfortune on their enemies, they took care not to [cL their 
Shadows fall on ilie objt - t. by which lilc evil influence wi» 
supposed to be wafted to the foe/ li Dai fur people think 
that they can du an «minty to dcarh by burying .1 certain 
root in the earth mi tbs spot where the shadow of his head 
intppem to fall. Hie man whose shadow b thus i.l injured 
with loses consciousness at oneo and will die if the |ircf*er 
antidote be not ndmlnisfcvcti tn like manner they can 
paralyse my limb, -s* a hand nr kg, by planting * particular 
tool in ibe earth in the shadow of the limb thev dr dre to 
iTi dm/ Nor Ls it human things alaim who nre thm liable *^,11 
to t*e injured by ntferns of their shadows, Animals are it* 
some extent in the same predicament. A irnall snail* which iJw^n 
frctjuoilK Ibe neighbourhood of the limr^totie Mb In 
is believed to suck the hi***} of cattle through their shadow*; 
hence the beasts grow Ian and sometime* die from loss ol 
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btapdJ The aucicnb supposed that in Arabia, if a hymm 
tn>d on 4 man's sluLdow* it deprive L him of the pouter oi 
*jiccdi and motion ; and that if a dug, st&ndmg on a roof m 
thr moonlight. cast a shadow on the ground and a hyaitt 
trod an it, she dog would fall tlmvn as if dragged with a 
tope.* Clearly in ih:*e esses the shadmv h if not equipollent 
to the soul* h at least regarded an a living part of Ike man 
or tbu animal, that injury done to the shudfrtf is felt by 
the person or animal as if it were done to his body. Even 
the shadow* of tree* sire Bupposad by the CafTres to tjc 
sensitive. Hence when a t’afire doctor ^ceks to pinch the 
Ir^ira of .a tree fi'T medicinal purposes, hr: *' tabes care to nm 
up quickly, imd to avoid touching the shadow test it should 
inform the tree at ihe danger, and so give the tree lime to 
withdraw ther mndidnal properties Frnin its extremities into 
ihe safety of the inaccessible trunk The shadow of the tree 
is said to feet the touch of the man s feet/* 

Conversely, if the shadow b fl vital part of a man or an 
' animal it may under certain circumstances be as hazardous 
10 touched by it as it would be tq come into contact with 
the person or Animal. Tims in the North-West Provinces of 
India jxjoplc believe that if the shadow of ihe ■■oai-suckcr 
bird falls on 411 ox or a eow> hut especially 011 a cow buffalo, 
the bcBiit wJJJ soon die, "Hie remedy is for some one to kill 
the bird, rub his kinds or a stick in the blood, and then 
wave the stick over the animal* There are certain men who 
are noted fnr their powers in thfo rcsfttct all aver the district * 4 
The Kaitbli of central Australia hold that if the shadow of 
a brown hawk Mb Ott the breast of a woman wlin h suckling 
a child, the breast will swell up and burst, Hence if a 
woman icr$ one nf thev? birds in these circumstance^ «?h K - 
riinr* away in tear/ In the Central Provinces of India a 
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pregnant ucrtuaii avoids tSir: sbiuhrtv of a man, believing that 
if it fell on her, the child would i.ike after hint lit feUnrcs, 
though not In character/ Eft Shim any otmtlnatc dLumltt. 
for which no remedy h known* such as insanity* epilepsy, 
d&Hriimi, hysteria and St Vitun*. ilancc, it traced either to 
pcu^c-«slati by ,t demon or to the shadow of an enemy which 
tints fallen Cm tile muffrnir. 1 The IftitiimAti In incut careful 
not to let tits lih.utim fall on the (tan I game, as he thinks 
Ihb would bring bad luck,* Amntigftl ihc Caffrcs to over- 
shaiW the Icing by landing in him preserve wai an offence 
worthy of instant dc4tk* And ii n a ■TalTirc luperaibhm 
that jf the shadow of a mat* who- i& protected by a certain 
charm fall* on the 4ntliw nf a man who h not so protected, 

Hie impmleelcii person will bill dinvEi, overcome by Lhr 
power of the charm which h traiiMnilteil through the 
shadow. 1 In the Tuiipah some people bdltita that if the 
shadow of a jmr^tiitnt woman fell tin a mttke, it would 
blind tljt creature instantly/ 

Hence the swage makes ft a rule to thnn the shadow of thr. 
certain persons -whom for various reason* he regards as 'IrTimii, 
sources of dangerous influence- Amongst ihr dztigcfttui 
das*r-« he commonly ranks mourner? And wnmen in general, Ui( 

butcspcd.iily him mol her-in "daw, Thr; Shuswap Inrismis of 
British Columbia think that the shadow of u memmer failing 
upon a permmi would make hint sick/ Amongst the KurtiaJ 
tribe of Victoria novice* ai imitation were cautioners not to 
let a woman's shadow fall iteross them, am ibis would make 
them thin t iss^y* and stupid,- An Australian native is mid Ti¬ 
to have once nearly died of fright because the shadow of liii 
i ti other in-htw fell ou bln tegs M be lay amteep under a tree/ *p 1 fe ^ Fli " r ' 
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Tbr The luvc and dread with which the untutored savage 

rtrea^Vi cortempToito* hi* mother-in- law arc amon^t the mmt 

Tj«.toi i!,t: familiar facts of anthropology, In the Virin tribes oi New 
Sonets Wales the rule which forbade a man to hold on y 
cornrnuiiLcatkm with Tus wile's mother was ven strict He 
mi^ht not took at her or even in her direction, Ji was a 
ground of divorce If Ids shadow happened to fa]I on his 
mothcr-In *la-iv in that case lie hail to leave Ills wife, and 
she re tamed to her parent*, 1 In the Hunter River tribes of 
New Suulh Wale* It w*u formerly draih for a mari to speak 
to hb motiler-in-Jaw . however* in later time* tins wretch who 
had com mined Lid 3 * lirim.nj, erimr was suiTcred to live, but 
lie was severely iqiri minded and tudikhed For a time from 
the camp/ In the Kalin tribe It was though* that If a 
w^nian looked at or spoke to her son-in-law nr even hU 
brother! her hair would turn white. The m me lusulr* it was 
aupp&sed, would follow’ if she ate of ^;imc which had been 
presented to her husband by her son in-law ; but she could 
obviate this ill cou*equtrnEo by bhdccniiig her face, a Mil 
especially her mouth, with charcoal, for then her hair would 
not toral white/ Simlfrriy in the Kumni tribe of Victoria a 
ivoman h rot permitted to see her daughter's husband in 
camp* or elsewhere. Whet] he ia ptesen^ slvc kcep* her 
head covered with mi npoiSLim rug. The camp of the 
mother-m-taw face* in a different direction to that of her 
son-in-law. A screen of high busha is elected between 
Ik hIi huts, *a that 110 one can see over from cither. When 
the mother-in-law goes for firewood, she crouches down as 
she gmea out Of hi* with her head covered/ fn Uganda a 
room may not sec his tnntlier-in^Law nor squeak to her face To 
face- Shouitl they meet by accident she must turn aside 
anil cover her head with her dothes ; or if her gtmncnia arc 
too scanty for th«t she may *qinti on her haunches and hide 
her face in her bands. If be wishes to hold any com¬ 
munication with her. it be done through a third person p 
or through ft wall or dosed door. Were he to break %hese 
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rule*, he would certainly lw srired with a diking of the it* ^ 
hands ami nrfinat debility.’ Among stum - tribe- of cadem l[rni * ld 
Africa which formerly acknowledged the sinsswinty of the ■ 

. Milan of Zauxihar, before a young couple had children I hey 
might meet uoithet ihcit father-in-law hot thdr motiier-tti- 
liiWr To avoid riiem they must take a long roundabout. 

But if they euuld not do that, they must throw themselves 
on the [{found mid Imle their (sets till the father-in-iaw or 
mother-ifi-law had paired by,‘ Among the BasUtOp • **ss*n 
inny never meet his wife's ineither. i>Or speak to her. nor tee 
her. If his wife b HI rtd her mother comes to nurse her. 
he must lice the I souse su long u she is m it; sentinels ate 
ptistrd li> warn him of hrr departure , 1 tn N‘cw Britain the 
native- Iftiis to conceive llu- detent and nature of 

the calamities which would result from a marts accident u«y 
speaking to his tvife't mother- suicide of one or both would 
probably he the only course open to them. The mw« 
-okttui form of oath a New firiion can take is," Sir, if I 
.ttn not telling the truth, I hope 1 may shake hands with 
my mother-In-law ." 1 At Vtuiuii Lava in the flanks Islands, 
a m.m would not much a> follow his mother-in-iaw along 
the iM-ich until tin; riling tide had washed out her footprint* 
in the sand . 1 To avoid meeting hfe mutimr-mdaw face it 
face a very d«pei*t* Apache Indian, one of the braves; of 
1 he brave, has been nu-r. IQ clamber along the brink of * 
precipice ot the risk of his life. banging on to from 

which had he fallen hr would have bent dashed to pieces or 
at least have broken several of hi. limb * 4 Still more curious 
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and difficult to explain is the rule ivhldi IrsrbJiK certain 
Air [can kiuga. ufier the coronation ecfetnoEiies have been 
completed, ever to see ilicfr own mothers a^iiin. This 
restriction was imposed on the kings ol Ikniti ami Uganda. 
Vet tin: queen-mother* lived in re "id stale with a conit and 
hiruls of their own in Uganda it was thought that if the 
king were to «a his mother again, some evil and probably 
death would surely UufuJI him, 1 

*5“^, **■* *I«dow is regarded as so Intimately bound 

iHTT.sTh U P witlj die life of the man that Its Joss entails debility or 
'h ! ^ ' !leal * il 11 * s nut Ural to expect that Its diminution should be 
will ik regarded with solicitude and apprehension, as betokening a 
corresponding decrea-e in the vital energy of its owner. 

.. degnm Greek rhetorician has compared the man who 

lives only for fame to orir: who shnuld set all his heart on 
his shadow, pnfTed up umj boastful when it lengthened, sad 
and dejected when it shortened, wasting and pining away 
wJwn it dwindled tu nothing, Tire spirits of such an otic, he 
goes on, would necessarily be volatile, since they must rise 
or foil with every passing hour of the day, Jn Mic morning, 
tvhen the level sun, just risen above the eastern horizon* 
stretched out his shadow to enormous length, rival ling the 
shadows cast by the cypresses and the tourers M the dty 
wall, how blithe and exultant would lie be. fancying that in 
rtfltiim he had become a match for the fabled giants of old ; 
with wJiat a lofty (>ort tic would then Strut and shew hiittidf 
in the streets amt the market-place and wherever men con* 
girgatcd. that bfl might be seen and admired of ill. But 
as the day wore on, his counter!ante would change and hi' 
would slink back trestfellefl to hii Jiouie. At noon, when 
In* once towering shadow had shrunk to his feet, he would 
ihm him self up and refuse to stir abroad, ashamed to took 


tomi tvlireh tHrra. Td like 

aliihiMij nukrciuj of livu^ Lkfe 
lUf « WIK ifi-iil mtiM hi* Dcnjlicr 
W + liW Khn* ii 1 mmic imifcibte e*. 
nprruLi *hil*i£ lI* VS - ? ,■/ fknnin 

Lit! Aida. In ifrni liii< * tirufr 
Cro™ Riiiti tlrq.i milh lUi nwftftw 
Ih-Uw h#fa« hr maj w\l)i b £1 

(bticltfep. Sr* iLftr. 3J. Vltiif, "N, ., , 
<*■ Pile VV 1 ^- -gr* mUD E j.! Ari ica/ 


formal rflU totjtmb, 

Mill 11902 ) p, > 1 i. 

* O, (kfM, OtatHUm dc 

P- ir r l ii Ijn^ prr,/ itfwrin 

f I [ v I A/±J:rj-Jti CtlkiJifM,,, 
ilSSj, p. tint f, R-tv-M. -■ Funhtr 

, 7* T l! * N[nni,;ir ^ >oii 

<i. I tic ' rt - t ,r J /Al 

jjjjL ( lljli;JJ 





11 THE SQUi. A.f A SHADOW AXl? A REFLECTION 8y 

fallow-townsmen In Uhl face; but in the afternoon hi# 
drooping spirits u-ould icviie, and an the day -Ivcliiird hi* lic * trh t “" 11 
juy and ptftle would swell again until ilie kuy. tli of the even- 
iny shadows/ The rhalmfetau who thus sought to expost? *"r 
tlit vanity or fame as an object of human ambition by liken- 
injf It to ttu cvcr-changlng shadow. little dreamed thm in 
neal life there were men who ici almost as much store by 
Ltieir shadow. as the fool whom lie luid conjured rip in his 
ImAgination to point a moral So hard is it far the strain- 
fe»fl « i »K» of feticy to outstrip the foil)-of mankind. In 
Amboym anil Utiaic, two islands near tin' equator, where 
necessarily there iv little or no shadow ca,st at noon, the 
people m.ike it a rule run to j;u out d the house at mill-day. 
because they fancy thu: by doing so ii man may lose tlie 
shallow of Ids soul. 1 The Mangaiam lull of n mighty 
warrinr; Tukaitawa, whose strength waxed and waned with 
the length of his shadow. In the morning, when his shadow 
fell longest, his strength was greatest; but as [he shadow 
shortened towards noon his strength ebbed with it. till exactly 
d( noon it reached its lowest point; then, as [he shadow 
stretched out in the afternoon, his strength returned. A 
certain hero discovered the secret of Tnkaitawa'a strength 
and slew him at noon/ The savage He m sis of the Malay 
1’eiiinsula fear to bury their dead at noon, because they 
fancy that the shortness of their shadows at lliat hour would 
sympathetically shorten their own lives.* Tim Ikgamla of 
central Africa used to judge of a man's health by ihc length of 
his shadow. They said, ** Sound-so Is going to dir, his shadow 
is very small or. -He is in good health, hi* shadow is 
large.” f Similarly the CafTres of South Africa think that a 
inun's shadow grows very small or vanishes at dr;i(h, When 
her husband Jj away at the wars, a woman hangs up his sleep- 
htg*mat ; if the shadow grows less. die giyi her husband is 
killed ; if it remains unchanged, site say* he t* unscathed.* 

1 OllJ. ■ iTirm. tv-, I ml. T(J P A‘xrft tr rkt JtfAJt /VwfMiv/kl 

li. n- j jo, ed. )« IhtiJtwi. tL-.ml™. 190&L il. iro. 

J. tf. K /V i-Vjl- rtt * Thr llr*. j Rwc, |p ■ L,,|q £q 
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It is possible 1 i l iit even 111 bnd^ outside the tKfjiUai the 
ohscrvalloft ol the diminished shadow at noon nmy have 
contributed, even if it did not give rise. t‘> the* superetititiut 
dn:.u! with ivldcb i It At hour bos been viewed by ninny people, 
ni by tin; Greeks, ancient and modern, the Un-ton?, the 
Russians, the Roumanians of Transylvania, and the Indians 
ol San lingo TepchtHtCU*,* in tin* observation, too, we Uiny 
periupi detect the reason why noon was chosen by the 
Greeks ;ti the hour Tor sacrificing to the shadowier dead . 1 
The bn of the shallow, real or apparent, has often been 
regarded a * >> emir or pr«u:«)f of death, Whoever entered 
the sanctuary of Z*u* on Mount Lyeaeus in Arcadia was 
believed to lose hi' shadow ami to die within the year . 1 In 
I^wer A Hit i iii mi the evening of St. Sy (voter's day—the 
last day of the year—thr company seated round the la We 
mark whoie shadow' is not cast on the wall, and believe that 
the seemingly sliodowtefl* jierson will die tie set year. Similar 
presages are drawn in Germany truth on St* Sylvester's day 
and on Christmas Eve . 1 The Galdarece fancy that if ,1 
child resembles his father, they' will nut b>ih live long ; for 
the child has taken away his father's Ukenes> nr shadow, and 
consequently the fattier must soon die.* Similarly among 
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s&om^ lribct> of the t^ouer Congo, ^ if the child h like its 
tnolhci, fiitlicr, or Unde, they lluuk il III , ilic spirit of the 
person it resemble^ and that I lint person will loon die, 
Hence ji pnient will resent Ji if you say iTint sin 1 baby i:» like 


Mm or Ber.* * 

Nowhere, perhaps, dots the equivalence of the shadow 
to Urn IJfc or soul come out more dearly than in ficuue 
Custom* practiced to thU day In *outh-ea :tm lunrtjpc- I n 
modern Greece, when I he founUiitJon of a new bulhlfr g h 
being bill, ft hi the custom to kill a cotk f .1 ruin, of a lamb, 
and to lei Ilf bhwd flow on the foundation’at am',. under 
which the animat is afterwards buried, The object of the 
Merilkc i* so give simtigth and stability la the building. 
But wjmeiimes, instead of killing *n Auirn^ the buihfor 
entices a man to tlm fuumlatbn^lortii. wxreily measure* his 
body, c,r a part of it, or hli shadow, and burie* the measure 
11 ruler the foundation-stone; or hr. lava the foimdation-tftnTit: 
upon the inan^ shadow, it I* believeJ that the mun will 
die wiihira the year." In the island of I-c^bo* it it deemed 
enough if the builder merely calU i ston^ at the shadow of 
a pflfser-by; the man whose shadow is ihu? simek will die, 
hut ihe building will be solid,* A Bulgarian maro measure* 
the shadow of a mun with a string, places the tiring in a 
Ihjx, arid then build if the box into lljr wall of the edifice. 
Within forty days thereafter the mm, whose shadow wu* 
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measured will be dead and hw *ou. will be in the box beside 
the string ■ bur often it will come forth and appear in ns 
former shape to persons who were torn on a Saturday. I f 
a Bulgarian builder eanndrt obtain a human shadow f pr this 
purpose, Ilc will content himself with roeEumring ilte thndow 
of the first iin’juuI that comet that way . 1 The Roimi&niami 
of Trauwjvnnia think that be it hose -diadem 1 i s ihun immured 
w If I die within forty ilnys ; fo persdnf. pairing hy .1 "building 


which b In course of enrclfrm may hear a warning cry, 
*" Ikrwart leal they Like thy ■■h-.diiw 1 K Kol fotif; ago 1 1 sere 


1 J, H. Week k 14 N’ljJft *r=v rm 
Cmiahw Its Ulf 

ii*- |Su'>U; ji. 4 J 4 , 

■ 13 He Jim ilk iUi Ur* 

Pil la r |Loj-k iSj-ij* E&fi 


* lEH|^Li -l Mht^ d'f 

£*r&w. IP 3 J* ■¥ 

* A- SljiMa^^** IL^ipk, 

'Wi * H ^ kiUfurv. 

s**jt 4 iu Ami Jn 

IS* A 


rtiJz FEmiS OF THE SOUL 






were still shaikh traders whose business it wns to provide 
architects wJiSi the shadows necessary for securing their 
walls, 1, Lii these cases the wtM $ultt of the shadow is looked 
on iiTf equivalent to the j-hnduvv Itself uriif to bury it is Vo 
bury the lift nr soul of the roan. who. deprived of it, must 
die. Thu* thr cwioitt is a substitute for the old practice of 
G'nlrcti hnmuriftg a living person in the waiis, or crushing 1 km under 
SoiiiisSi tin? fmmihttan-atonc of a new bntiding, in order lo give 

strength arid durability to the structure, ur more definitely in 
order that she ^ngry ghost may 1 taunt the place and guard 
it against thdj intrusion of enemies. Thii> when a new gale 
made or an oid gate was repair'd in the wailb of Bang' 
Ieoh, it used tn Itc cu^loinnry to crush three men to death 
under an enormous, beam in ^ pit at the gateway. lkforc 
they were led !o fheir doom, Ihny were regaled at a splendid 
banquet: t hr whole court came to salute them; and the 
king himsdf charged them Btraitly to ^uard w-pJl the gale 
that was to l>c committed to their case, and to warn him 
if enemies or rebels came to assault rhe dty* The next 
moment the mpes were cut and the beam descended on 
tticm* The Siamese believed that these unfortunates were 
transformed into the genii which they called pAt? It is said 
that when the massive teak posts of the gateways of Mandalay 
were *cT up. a man was bound and placed under each post 
and emptied to death. The Burmese believe that men who 
tlk -i violent death turn Info mtfs or demon > uml haunt the 
spot wlu. it: they were killed,, doifl^ a mkchjef tn such .is 
attempt to molest the place. Thus thdr spirits become 
guardians df the gatrj . 1 Thin theory would explain why 
r-iieh wcnfJce -3 appear to be offered R] oi( COmtCOnly at 
thorough fares, inch as gate? and bridges, where ghostly 
warder a may be deemed cftpcd&l!/ serviceable in keeping 
watch on th j urn I limits that go tparnl fro.* tn Bunn, a 
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dfcfrkl of ihf 1 \*a\ Indian i-dan-d of SiiuihtiwLi,, the cn^nm is 
marked by lOine peculiar features^ w hkh deserve to be 
rum! kilted, \\ lieu a new Hag-pole is saI up nt the su Man's 
palace a woman crushed tn death under it \ but die must 
be pregnant If the destined victim d&utiid he brought to- 
bed before her execution, shu goca free The notion may 
b® that the ghost of smell a woman would be more than 
iipualiy fierce anti vigilant, Again* when fhc wooden door* 
nre set up at the palace, it is customary to bury a child 
under each of the door-posts. For these purposes officers 
are sent to scour the country for a pregnant woman or 1 title 
children, ns the caw: may be, and if they come back empty- 
handed they must give itp their own wive* or children tu 
serve as victims* When the gates arc set up, the children 
arc killed, their bodies itript of flesh, and their botici laid in 
the holes in which the duor-posts are erected. Then ihr 
flesh fa boiled with horse's flesh mid served up to the- officers. 

Any officer who refuses to eat of it is at once cut down. 1 
The intention of ihia last practice 1* petUap* (o secure the 
fidelity of the Officers by compelling them to enter into 4 
covenant of the most solemn and binding nature with the 
of tlic t murdered children who are to guard the ^atc*, 

Ttic practice of bury mg the manure of a mm's shadow, lutatik. 
as a substitute for the man bffflself, under the foundation- Q * * 
of a budding may pnlu(u throw light on the tingtd&r 
deity whom the people of Ktew, m Ewt Tmlbn island, 
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p the perils of the SOUL 

Choose to guard tlirir hou-^’ and village- The god in 
question i* nothing ma« or ba than the rtBWrtirfng-MIJW 
which was N'cd to measure the fos uniat ions o) the haiisc 01 
of the viil&ye temple, Alto it ha* served this refill 
purpose, the tape is wound about 4 slick shaped fflt* a 
puddle, and is then ilepoiited in the t hatch of the roof of: utfe 
]louse, where food is offetcrl to it on all ftpeciai otcukJin, I hr 
deified measuring-tape of the whole village iv that winch tv ft* 
ii-.etl to me: as me the fcuni'hit inns of the first house or of the 
dn*ge temple. The handle of llir paddle-like stick on 
which it is wound is carved into the figure of a person 
squatting 1“ the usual posture; and the whole i» kept in a 
rough wooden box along with one nr two figures to act a> 
Its guards. 1 ft is possible, though perhaps hardly probable, 
that these tapes may be thought to contain the 'souls of men 
who**- shadows they measured at the foundation ceremony. 

As some peoples believe a mail's soul to be in his 
shadow, so other (or the same) peoples believe it to be in 
hk reflection In water or i mirror. Thus ‘ the Andamanese 
di> not leganl their shadows but their reflections (io uny 
mirror. their Mttk" 1 According to one account, some 
of the FKian# thought that man has two fouls, a light one 
arid a dark one ; the dark one goes to Hades, the light one 
is hi* reflection In water or a mirror. 1 When Uic Motuinotu 
of New Guinet foil saw their likenesses in a looking-fila*. 
they thought ihai their reflections were their souk* In 
New Caledonia the old men are tit opinion that a person's 
reduction in water or a mirror is (its soul ; but the younger men, 
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mtight by the Catholic priests, tnaiutatii that It is .1 reflection 
a Hit nothing mure. just like the rcJleclion <■!' palm-trees in the 
water . 1 The rtflectifiti-j.au], being external to the man, is u= ,r-i 
cxpojril to much the mme dangers as the Shadw^oul !,finite 
Among the Gfllelarecse, half-grown tads and girls may not « 

Took Hi themselves in a mirror ; for they say that the mlrrui ' r “ 
taka away their bloom and leave* them ugly . 1 And as the 
diadnw muy be rtabbed, .«* may the reflection. lienee an 
Astee mode of keeping sorceren, from tbc house was to leave 
a vessel of writer with a knife in it b hind the dour. When 
a sorcerer entered he was w much alarmed at «drt» his 
a tlection in the water transfixed by a knife that he turned 
anti fled.* In Cotrittr, a district of the Auvergne, a cow'* 
milk had dried up through I he maleficent spell* of a nci-li- 
bouring witch, so a wtcerer was called in to help. He made 
the woman whose cow was bewitched sit, in front of a pall ot 
water with » knife in her hand till she thought she saw live 
image of the witch in the water, whereupon lie made her 
stab the image with the knife. They wy that if tits knife 
strikes the image lnir in the eye,the p-reon whose likenes it 
is will suffer « corresponding injury in hi or her e> r *c I his 
procedure, we are informed, has been successful in restoring 
milk to the udders of a cow when even holy water had been 
tried in vain * The Zulus will not look into a dark pool 
because they think there is a beast in it which will take 
away their reflections, so that they die,* The UaMittos say 
that crocodiles have the power of thus killing a man by 
dragging his reflection under water. When one of them 
dies suddenly and from no apparent cause, h U relatives will 
allege that a err-endite must haVt token bis shadow some 
time when he crossed a stream . 4 In Saddle Island. 
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Mdanttia, there Is u pool 1f into which if any otic looks he 
dies; the malignant spirit Lukes hold tfpark Iils life by means 
«f his itiJk'i-tiott on *hc water" f 

We cun now undtrsUuod why it was a muttim both in 
ancient India and indent nm !.-.« Inok ,.s cmi>S 

i c fleet ion in water, arul why the Greeks regarded it; as an 
omen of death if a man dreamed of seeing hhiuelf so 
reflected . 1 They fdired that ilift water-* pint-* would drag 
the pfcnoitit reflection or wul under water, leaving him scniU 
Itii to jwrish. This wai probably the nngifi of the classical 
story of the beautiful Nftrriiitt** who languished and died 
through wdng Wa reflecting tn t he water. The cxpkmu- 
tion that he- died for love of his own fatr Image wag 
probably devised later, after the old meaning of the story 
w.is forgotten- The -*amc ancient belief Hubers, In a faded 
iorm, id the English superstition that whoever sees a Wttttlv 
fairy must pine and die. 
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FurliwT, we tan now explain the widespread custom nf 
up Hiirrvins nr turning them id the w*U ufLer 4 <tcalti 
ku Uken plnfr: i„ the hnuw. It is feared Out the , wi \, 
projected out of The person in tIic shaj>c of his reflection fa 
thr mirror, may be carried oflT by the nhaot of the departed. 
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which in commonly suppowd to linger about the house litl 
ihe burial Hie custom li thus exactly pjimiid to the Aru 
custom of not sleeping in a house after a death fur fear that 
the soul, projected out of the body in a dream* may meet 
the ghost anti he carried off by iL 1 * * * V f n Oidertburg it is thought 
that if a person kces hb image in a mirror after ,\ death he 
will die him^di So ail the mirrors in die 3 iuu*c are covered 
up with ivhitp cloth* In some parts of Germany wd 
Belgium after a death not only I he mirrors hut *. very thing 
tUhl shines or glisters (windows clocks, etc,) m covered up* 
doubtless because they might reflect .1 ]tcnH»i p ti image- The 
same custom of covering up mirrors or turning them to the 
wail after a death prevail* Jrj England, ScotbiuJ. Madagascar,* 
and among the Kimlti. a Jewish sett In the Crimea/ 'Flic 
Son! Mohammedans of Bombay covet w ith a doth lhe mirror 
in the room of a dying man and do not remove it until the 
Corpse h carried out for burial. They nlao cover the looking- 
glasses in their bedrooms before retiring to mx at night." 
The rcarnri why rich people should no* kt them^dve* in a 
mirror, md why the mirror in a such-room h there feme 
covered npj k hIk* plain ; In rime of sickness, when the soul 
mi^hi lake flight easily, it h panic ukriy riiLiigeroiiu to 
project is out uf the IkkIy by meant! nf the refaction 
in a mirror* Thr: piAt h Therefore precisely parallel tn she 
rule observed by wme peoples of tar>i allowing sick people 
iti deep for in sleep the soul h projected out of the body* 
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and (la-in? I- always 4 risk that it may tint return. "In the 
opinion of the Kafllmlniks * miiror is an accursed thing, 
invented by the devil." ■ perhaps on account of the- mirror's 
supposed power of drawing out the soul in the reflection and 
.so facilitating iu capture. 

tvw As with shadows and reflections. So with portraits; they 
~ 3fc oftC11 l^iicvcd to contain the soul of the person por- 
** t* (• it*trayed. People who hold this belief are naturally loth to 
ih-riM! have their likenesses taken; for if the portrait is the you!, 
or At least a vita! port of the person portrayed, whoever 
possesses the pq strait will be a We to exercise a fatal influence 
f™ 1 " the original of it Thus the Esquimaux of Bering Strait 
believe that itersons dealing in witchcraft have the power of 
“ f witit ^teniing n person's iaun or shade, so that without It he will 
Wfw." pine away and die. Once at u village on the lower Vukon 
Hivcr an explorer hail set up his camera to gel picture 
of the people as they were moving about among their houses 
While he was focusing the instrument, the headman of the 
village came up and Insisted on peeping under the doth. 
Being allowed to do *0, he gazed intently for a minute at 
the moving figures on the ground glass, then suddenly with 
drew his head and Law led it the top of his voice to the people, 
“He ha. -.Ilafyout shades in this box." A panic enured amony 
the group, and In an Instant they disappeared lidtcr-skclo* 
Into tlidr houses . 1 The Dacota* bold -hat every man has 
several wiwp 1 or “ apparitions," of which after death one 
remain* nt the grave, while another goes to the place of the 
departed. For many years ho Yankton Dacota would consent 
to have his picture taken lest one of his “ apparitions * *|u,tild 
remain after death in the picture instead of going to the 
spirit land . 1 An Indian whose portrait the Prince of Wietl 
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wished to (fd, iefuvcd to Jet himself be drawn, because he 
believed it woitbf cause hfn death.' The Mimdan rodiaiu, 
also thought that they -vm|!d soon die if their portraits were 
In the hand* of anal her; they wished »t least |« have the 
artfjt's picture as a kind of hostage,* The of 

Mexico stood in mortal ttrior of the camera, and five day * 1 
persuasion was necessary to induce them ii> pose f fl , h, 

When at last they oonRented, they looked like criminal? 
about to he executed, The; believed that by photographing 
penplc the artist «m(d cim- off their souls ,-uul devour them 
at his leisure moments. They said Hint when tlui pictures 
j ttached hh country they would die or some other evil would 
bctal] them. The Condor loJinus of Jicinklnr think th^t 
their soul is earned away in their picture. Two of them, 
who hiid hnen photographed. were so uUrroeii that they came 
back next day Oil purpose to ask if il were realty true that 
their souls had been taken away * .Similar tuition* ,-,nr enicf' 
tained by the A y mar. i Indiana of Peru xilA Bolivia . 9 The 
Aroucauiwu of Chill arc unwilling to have their portraits 
drawn, for they fancy Hut he who faiu fhrEr (wr trait* in hia 
possession could, by means of magic. injure destroy 
tftemidvcA* 

The Vuo§v a tribe of British Central Africa fn the adgli* Tb- i,n» 
iMjtirlicxxi of Lake Nyassa, hejjev* that evtiy human being 
hns a fiwia, a soul, shade, or spirit, which they appear to 
associate with tile ahmJtw or picture of the pemwu Some 
of theui have heart known lo refuse to enter a room where 
pictures were htiug on !h» walls, •> because of the wzsotr.. 
solOs, hi Itao," The enmem was at first art object of dread 
to them, am! when it wi, turned ntt n gmup of natives 
they scatlvreriin all directions with shrieks of terror. They 
said that tht European was about lo lake away their shadows 
and that ijtcy would die ; the transference of the shadow or 
pot trait (for the \s» word for the two is the sartlc. tu n-ii 
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lo ihc phcKq'niphfc plate would Involve the disease 
ur death of the $h uidcss body. A Vao dud after much 
difficulty, allowed him Hf to- he photographed &ji condition 
Utat the picture should be dhewn to none of hi:v subjects. but 
sent nut of the country -is v> m <v- possible. He feared 2 cm 
^ me ill-v idler might Uw: it !u br witch hJfn- Some time 
iflgrwftftU he fell ill, slid his utcfidafit* attributed the iflnc^ 
to r-ome accident which had befallen the photographic plate 
mi England, 1 The Ngoni of lhr_ aultne region entertain a 
inniliir belief and formerly exhibited a slmilir dread of 
pitting |o a phot^igraphef, b*l by so doing they should yield 
tip their shades or spirits to him and they should die. 1 When 
joaeph Thomson attempted lo photograph some of the 
Wi-tcita in eastern Africa, tlmy miEigmed that he was 4 
magician trying lo obtain possesilon of their souIt, and that 
if be got their likenesses they themselves would be entirely 
at his mercy,* When Dr. Cabu and sc cue COnmanions were 
exploring; the tiara country on the WL -tcoaat of Madagascar, 
the people suddenly became hostile The day before the 
travellers. not without difficulty* had photo^raphc.l the royal 
family* arte! now found themselves accus'd of talcing the 
souk of the natives for the purpo.-.t- of idling them when 
they returned to France. Dern.J was niu : in compllamre 
with itie ciutom ni iLc ajtmity they were obliged to catch 
the soldi, which vere then put into l l' i*kct ami urdrii.-J by 
Dr, Cat;ii to rcium Id their rupecUvc owners* 

Some villagers hi Sfkhlm beiraycd a lively horror and 
Id® away whenever the lem of a camera, or “ the evil eye of 
the box" as they called if, win turned On them. They 
thought it ii>ok away their wut* with their picture*. and $0 
pttt it in the funver of tins owner of the pictures to ta*t spell# 
on than, and they all^d that a photograph of the eceneiy 
blighlcd the laudvca^v 1 Until the reign a i the (ate King 
or Siam no Siaimrte edns were ever stamped with the image 
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of The king, " for at I ha; time there has u sitting prejudice 
against tile making qf portraits in any medium. Europeans 
ivht> travel Into the jungle have, even at the present time, 
only to point a camera nr ft crowd to procure Its Instant 
dispersion. When □ copy of The face of u ikimii Is made 
and taken away from him. a portion of hi* life goer- with the 
picture. Unless the sovereign had been blessed with the 
years of » Mcthusalch he Could scarcely have permitted Ids 
life to be distributed in small pieces together with the coins 
of the realm," * Similarly, in Corea, • the effigy of the king 
i not struck on the coins; only a lew Chi Here diameter* 

(ire put on them. They w ould deem U ait insult to tire king 
to put his sacred face on objects which pus into the most 
vulgar hands and often roll ou (lie ground in the dud or the 
much When the French ships arrived for the first lime in 
Corea, the nuintlanii who was rent on bfjiul to o niiHiinicaic 
with them WAS dreadfully shocked to ree the levity with 
which these western barbarians treated the face of their 
sovereign, reproduced on the Coins,and the recklessness with 
which they put it In the hands of thr first comer, without 
troubling Uicmrelvc, in the Irani whether ut not he would 
drew it due rrapwL" 5 In Minahassa, district of Celebes, t* u. 
many chief* we reluctant to be photograplinl. htffeving iWSjJSJ" 
if that were done ihcy would soon die. For they imagine 
that, were the photograph lost by [t* owner and found'by 
tonieWy else, whatever injury the finder chose tu do to the 
portrait would equally affret the person whom it represented* 

Mortal terror was depleted on the feces of the tiattas upon 
w !sr m von Brenner turned the Irnj of his camera; they 
Thought to carry elf thejr shadows or spirits in a 

lil tie box . 4 When Dr. Niciiwcnhuis attempted to photograph 
she h.ivan? or Bahauft m central Horne; , they were much 
alarmed. fearing that thdi tools would follow their plioto- 
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graphs into the fat entirilty and IhiU their deserted IXHlfc* 
wtiuld fail sick. Further, They imagfrtetl that possessing 
their likened* ihe cxpkubr wmiW bit able by magic an 
to work no t hr. origin al> it a diitance . 1 

Iklitfs of the --imc Mft -itill linger ih various parts ■ < 
Europe* Not very man } 1 years ago »rat old women in ihet 
Greek Island of Cnrp&thiw wctc vtny angry at having choir 
likenesses drawn, thinking thru in consequence they would 
pi in: and die . 1 It is n German superstition l ha t if you have 
your portrait painted, you will dir* Some people in Russia 
object io haring thrir silhouettes taken* fearing that if this 
is done they will die before the year is out 4 In Albania 
Miss Durham sketched an old man who boasted of being a 
hundred and ten years old. When every one nsctigrriicd 
the likeness, .l took of great anxiety came over the patriarch** 
face, and most earnestly he besought the artist nm'cr to 
destroy the sS.cieh. fir lie was certain that Lhc moreens the 
sketch was torn lie would drop down ileiiJ/ Ait artist in 
England once vainly attempted to sketch a gypsy girl. I 
won't have her drawed out," said tfaegiri'a amd- H I told her 
I'd m 4 k^ her scrawl the earth before rue, if ever die let Imsdl 
be drawed out again" Why, what harm can there be ?" 11 ] 
know there's a fu a charm) in it. There wjls my youngest, 
tlut the gorja dratted out on Newmarket Heath, she never 
IitJd her head lip after, but wasted away* and died, and she's 
buried fu March diurchyanh ' 1 * There am person* \n the 
West of Scotland **who refuse to have *hdr likenesses taken 
htrt it prove unlucky - and give as irmances the cases of 
several of their friends who never had a day's health alter 
being photographed."' T 
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§ I. TltbeiJ (fit iHttrrntrtt r «itk Strangm 

So much for lilt: prfsiltlve suiiMptlens of the soul ant! the ennui.., 
danger t.> wllidt it h exposed. These conceptions are noi *****: 
Untiled to one people or country; with variations of detail SSS* 
they jrt found nil over iht wniit), and survive, as wt hive 
-■seen, in modem Europe, Heliefs w deep-seated and ;-o hy 
widespread must necessarily have contributed to slmjt the 
mould in which the early kingship wtts cast. Fur if every >' *e™t 
Iter son was at such pains to save his own soul from the penis ! :' r ‘ r J , J ” ' l; ’ f 
which threatened it on so many sides, how much more *wT» 
carefully must Ae have been guarded upon whose life Lung 
the welfare and even the existence of the whole people, and 
whom therefore it wits the common interest of all to preserve ? 
Therefore wr should expect to find the king'* life prelected 
by a system Of precautions Or safeguards still more utunefou* 
and minute than those which in primitive society every man 
adopts for tire safety of his ow n soul. Now in point of fact 
the life of the curly kings is regulated, as we have uecn and 
shall see more fully presently, by a ve*y exact code of nilcs, 

May we cot then conjecture that these rule* arc in fact the 
very safeguards which we should expect to find adapted |Vr 
t !"- pn>Unction of the kings life? An examination of the 
mjIc.i themselves eonfiim* ibis conjecture. For from this !i 
appears tint sonic of the rule!. observed by tin* kin pi- are 
Identical with those observed by private perwu* out nf 
regard for tire safety of their <ou!# ; and even of those which 
wem peculiar to the king, many, if not alt, are most readily 
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explained on the hypothec that tbey arc nothing bm .aic- 

guards or lifeguard. of #S U«S- 1 wi[T ncw « lU f^ ltC 
some of these royal rules or tabu**, offering on each ol them 
such comments amt c^hmuw m «*y serve to Kt the 
orififnnl intention of the rule in it* proper light. . 

As the object of the royal lalwos h to iscnalc the king 
from all source* of danger, their general effect i» to campc 
him to live in a state of man or less complete, 

according to the number and stringency t)f the rules he 
obrcrvet Now of alt sotltws of danger none arc more 
dreaded by the savage than magic and witchcraft, an _je 
suspects all strangers ol practicing these black Ait*- D 
ouard against the baneful Influence cxttlcd Voluntary or 
involuntarily by strangers j* therefore an elementary delate 
id savage prudence. Hence before stranger * FC allowed 
to enter n district, or at least before they are permitted 
, <3 ,nhnd, freely with the Mabhant* «=««" ceremonies 
,-trc often performed by' the natives of the country' lor 
tlie purpose of disarming the stranger* of tlv-r i . hial 
nnwers. *>f counteracting the baneful influctiCC which t* 
tidi' ved !-■ emanate from them, or ot distal wring, so to 
,ithe tainted atmosphere by which they arc supposed 
t„ .mounded. Thus, when th.; awba-*.tdnr. sent by 
jusiin II. Kmpetor of the East. to conclude a peace with 
■he Turks had reached their destination, they were received 
by shaman*, who subjected them to a cerotrntUsI purification 
for the purpose of exorcising nil hsrmlul intluence, Having 
deposited the goods brought by the amhawattow in ™ «[*" 
place, these wfziiib tarried burning branches of incense 
rruinil them, while they mug » 1*J1 and Iwil on atftmhnuruW, 
snorting and tailing into a stale of frenzy in their efforts to 
dispel the power. of rvLL Afterward- they [ urffEed the 
ambassadors themselves by leading them through the flumes. 
In the island of Nanumea.(South 1‘ficiHc) strangers fiom 
ship* or from other fslandi were nut allowed tu communicate 
with die pcopt': until they alt. of a fcw a 1 rep>tentative* of 
the rest. 1i,ii1 been taken to each < I the hair temples in the 
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lit T.tllOOS OX WWMOVteE »VW STRANGERS to] 

fatnwk ami prayer. oifenrf that the gnd would avcit any v^- 
disease or treachery v.'hicti Jlic«? strungm* might ^iii»- 

bnMght with itiCTi. ' Mtet cifftrftig* ■!« laid M^i Ui* 

aliftr^ accompanied by atirl hi honour -■? thr 

prtHl- Whita these cert m' »nir> were gohi^ on, Jill tin* |kuji)l 
cxci.-p5. Hrt pn**t* nnd their atteiidrtfiL? kepi «iii «<r 4;:3 iu 
On returning from an attempted asomr of the great African 
maun Lain Kilinniiijaro, which is believe I by the neigh I curing 
tribes to be tenanted by ..iangcmtu tlcmniu, Mr, New and 
his party, as soon as they reached the border .if the inhabited 
country, were discnchonteci by the inhabitants, b“«JB 
sprinkled with "ft professionally prepaid liquor, sup|* ommJ 
to possess Lite potency of neutralising evil [nflwwcfcs, and 
removing the spell of wicked spirits." 1 In ilir interior 
Ytjfiihii (West Africa) the sentinels at the gates of towns 
often oblige European traveller* to wait Jill nightfall before 
they admit them, fearing ihnt if the strangeri were admitted 
by day the devil Would enter behind them * l !'!' whole 
Malmiuiy country in Madagascar uwd t« ]* tabooed to 
Stmngeis or Llic white tucc. the natbr,? imagining that the 
Intrusion of a white man would immediately ca u- the death 
of tbdr king- The traveller bastard bad the girdle*i 
difficulty In overcoming the idnetm'CC of th, r.i.tivt? u> allow 
him to e a Lei their laud ind especially to visit their holy city. 
Amongst the □* L'anoms of Borneo ir is the emimn 
ibat stranger* entering the territory should pay t<» yh r 
native* a certain sum. which is spent in the nautili cc 
of huffidocs or pigs to the spirits of the land a' 1 ' 1 water, 
in order to reconcile them to the pretence oi Lhr grangers, 
and to Induce them not to withdraw their favour from 
the people of the country, but to bless the rice-harvest, 
and so fordid The men of ft certain district in Borneo, 
fearing to look upon a European traveller lest Ik: »I uni hi 
make them 111. warned their wives and children not 
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- lt> go near Win. Those who «tul4 rtfK strain Wig 

cuiio^ity killed fowls Id ihtr evil *pErlti Anti amaured 

?■£■..-, with lire Woo^L 1 " Wore 'MM# «$* “ 

rtiflifn, i-"iv^Tlcf hh 'crniral iiomuo, " Than the nil yitin ^ 

neighbourhood not the evil ipidts from ■< distance wbkil 
accompany travellers. When :i company from the nubile 
MabJik:itn river visited me among the Uhi-i> Kayuiis in the 
ve 4 f no woman shewed herself outside her hott&c with* 

mjt a burning bundle of pUfoMuf bark, the stinking smoke ol 
which jlrivcs away evil spirits/ ’ In hiro, Iwfott a <1 1*1 tiger 
cast be accorded hospitality, thu master of the house must offer 
verifier- to the aowstrd spirits; otherwise the spirits would 
be uffe: del and would send disease on the inmates.' When 
Madame Pfeiffer arrived at the village of Hali-Honor, among 
the Bafta* nf Sumatra, a buffalo was killed and thu liver 
offered to her. Then a ceremony was ^formed to pro¬ 
pitiate thr cvtl spirits. Two young men dance;}, and otic of 
thsTTTs in dancing itplaltle:I water from a buffalo's horn on 
the vinilot and the itpectHtOp/ In the Metitawd Isiands. 
when n stranger enters -i house tvliere there are children, the 
father or other member of the larniiy takes the ornament 
which the children wear in their hair and hands It to the 
Stranger, who holds it in In* hands l«r a while and then 
gives it hack to him. Tlii Is though! to protect the children 
from ific evil effect which the sight ol a stranger rahrht have 
upon them/ When a SJuteh steamship wa* approaching 
thetr villages, the people of Jliuk, an island <iff the north 
coast of New Guinea, riionlc and knocked their idols alvuii 
in order 10 ward off ill luck,* At Shepherd's Tide Captain 
Moresby had to be disenchanted before lie was allowed to 
land hf» boat's crew. When he leaped ashore, a devil-matt 
sclieJ his right hand and waved a bunch ol palm leave* 
over the captain's head Then “ be placed the leave* in my 
left bn ml, putting a small green twig «»d his mouth, still 
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holding me fast, awl then, *> if with great 'ifort, drew the 
twig from hi« month—this wu extracting ihr evil spirit— 
after which he blew violently, a' if tin speral it away. I nCov 
held a twig between my teeth, and hr went Ihrnugli the 
same process." Then the two meed round a couple ut stick* 
lived in the ground and bent to nn angle ,tt the top, which 
had leaves tied to it. After mmc mow ccr.rrm.nii'* the 
devih man cent eluded by leaping to the level of Captain 
Moresby's shoulders (hit; hands resting on the captain* 
shoulders) several times, “as if to show 1 that he (tad 
conquered the devil, and wa* now trampling him into 
the earth'* Nnrth American Indians "have ;m idea that 
stiunjfLfi. particularly width Omirgcrs, ,5 re- oftiitnc* accom¬ 
panied by evil ipirita Ol tbo*c they have great dread, us 
oj eating ami delighting in mtichicf. One of the dutlrj <>t 
the medicine chief is to exorcise thee spirits. I haw stunt* 
times fillclen inter or through » camp where I wu* unknown 
or unexpected, to be confronted by a ti*II, half-naked savage, 
standing l« the middle of the circle of Iwlges, and yelling In 
a aing-Son . nasal tuisc. a striii).; of unintelligible Words"* 

Wltc.i Cnoux «.!■ travelling in S-»uth America he t^-^^ 

entered a village of the ApaUiI Indians. A few roomenre ^ 1E( th 
after his arrival tome of the Indians brought him a number 
of Sat ye black aula of a specie* whose bite w painful, 
fastened on palm leaves. Then all the people of the village, 
without distinction nr age or sex, presented themselves to 
him, and he bad to fling them all with the an!* on their 
f v « thighs, m J other parts ■■! their bodies Sometimes 
when he applied tile an Is too tcmtefly they called out 
.. More I more 1" wuJ were not satisfied till their akin was 
thickly Studded with thiy swellings like what might have 
Ue , ed by whipping them with nettle*.* Thu object 

of this ceremony i* made pb(n by til- euKora observed in 
Aniboyna and of sprinkling itch |*oph> with pungent 

suites such an gfne«r and clove*, chewed line, in order by 
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which may be clinging to their persons . 1 Jn Java a popular 
cure for gtmt or rheum ettiira is to rub .Spanish pepper Inro 
the mi i s of the fingers oml toes of the sdflfercr; the pun¬ 
gency of she tapper is supposed to be loo much for the gout 
or rheumatism, who ,iecordiugly departs in haste . 1 So on 
the Strive Const of Africa the mother at n sic Sc child some- 
tiling believes that an ^vil spirit has possession of Ihe 

t I si Ill's body 1.1 iul in order to drive him out. she makes small! 
cuts in the bod)' of the little sufferer jnd inserts green 
pepper* or pices m the wounds bclkviug that ibe will 
thereby hurl the evil spirit and fore* Slim to be gone, The 
pour child naturally tenum.* urith pain, huE the mother 
hurdem her heart in the belief th«U the demon U suffering 
equally* lu Haivdi a pa dent is ^meiiim-s pricked with 
bamboo uwdtes for the sake of hutting and expelling a rr- 
fractory demon who i* lurking in the sufferer’* body and 
making hist) ill* Dyak van^rewe* in N>Uth-c^icm Borneo 
will sometime* slash thr body of a sfcfc man with sharp 
knivn in order, it is said, to allow the demon of dJjPCfrir 
to trscape through the eiiLi ; 1 but pcrtlftp* the notion 
rather i? to mike the present quarters of the spirit too 
hnt for him. With a similar intention some of the native* 
of Ihmtto nnrl < debes ; riiiklc rice upon ihe head or fo'dy 
of a person strppc^d to be inhaled by dangerous spirits ; n 
fowl b then brought, which, by picking up ihc rice from the 
pemih'S head ur body, removes nfttRg svltli it ihc spirit or 
ghost width is dinging like a burr to his skin. This fa ifatm, 
for example, lt> persons who have attended a fuueml, and 
wlto may therefore be supposed to be infested by the ghost 
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of the decca^l.’ Similarly who have carried a 

corjiv: to the grave, have their hand* scratched with a kilifc 
from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the forefinger, and 
magic stuff i* mblied Into the wound,* for the purpose, no 
doubt, of removing the i>ho.t which may lie adhering to their 
shin, Among tile l&rotnc pf wjutb-eastern Africa * few 
1 lays aftn a funeral the sorcerer makes jo incision in the 
forehead of each surviving member of the family ami fills it 
with medicine, ■' in wrier to ward >jII contagion and the effect 
,-,f ti',- *1 rcery tvhkli cuu^d the denth/' ' When clcphuut- 
|,nmen in East Africa have killed an elephant they get 
upon it* carcase, make little cut* in their toes, ami rub gun¬ 
powder into the cut*- Thb is dune with the double 
intention of counteract I tu, any evil Influence that may 
emanate from the dead elcphsut, and of acrptlrfng thereby 
the fltelmtsi of foot by tlie animal in its lift* 

The people of Nias carefully scrub mid scour the weapons 
and clothes which they buy, in order to effiice all connexion 
between the thing* and the jieinoos from whom they bouglit 
them.* 

It ts prohatde th.it the tame dread oT strmjgfcri, miner 
than any desire to do than honour, U the motive of certain 
ceremonies which are Mjitrettmc* observed m their reception, «iti» 
bui ni which the hdcoiion is not directly staled. In the.%‘^‘IL, 
Ongwng Java lslamis. winch aw inhabited by Polynesian*. n-r*™ 
and lie a little to the north of the Solomon IsJond*. the 
priests or soreewn seem in wield great Influence. Their main <<mru>™i 
business is to summon or exorcise »pliiM> for the purpose 
of averting or dispelling •***««■% 31ul of P**urinR favour- ***"“ 
abb: winds, .1 good caldi of fish, and *0 on. Wlum strangers 
land on the islands, ibry first of all received by tlie 
sorcerer^ sprinkled with water, anointed with uli. and girt 
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^rnnewowith dried pain tonus Jnawv, Al the sainfi tinie sand and 
water are freely thrown about in all tJtrrclbris. »ntJ the new* 

4 l iH^' " a ■ k t r | J 

comet and hEs boat are wiped with green wavt*. Auer ins* 
the itnulgert arc Introduced by the sorcercre to 
be the chief. 1 In Afghanistan and. in smnr pair* of Per-ia 
the traveller, before he enter* a village, U frcfjimidy received 
tk*[r with :< sacrifice of a turned life or food, or of lire and iutiente. 

? ^ r il ' The Afghan Boundary Mission» in parting by villn^c- 
iti Afghanistan, wtvs often met with firr .uul incense” 
Sometimes a tray pf Sighted embers L thrown under the 
hooTi of the Traveller's hor^ with the words* iJ Ymi are 
welcome/ J On entering n village in central Africa Emin 
Pasha wu received w itli the wcrificc of two goats j their 
blood was sprinkled on the futfa and the chief stepped oyer 
the blood to greet Emin/ Before strangers entered the 
country or ciLy of Benin, custom compelled them m have 
their feet washed; sometime* the ceremony was performed 
fri a sacred place. 1 Amongst the Esquimaux of Cumber¬ 
land lute It when a ■•tranter arrives uL an encampment* the 
sorcerer goes cut to meet hum The stranger folds his 
sum : and inclined his head to one side, so as to expose 
his check, upotf which the nw^&ciau deals :i trrrible blow, 
sometimes felling turn t ? the ground, Next Use ^ordcrcr in 
hb turn presents hi* cheek to die smiter and receives a buffet 
from the stranger. Then they kb$ each other, the ocietnony 
ii over* and the stranger h hospitably received by all/ 
Sometimes the dread of stranger* and their magic h too 
great to allow of their reception on any terms- Thu* when 
Speke arrived at a certain village die natives shut thdr 
doors ,\7afrtst him, il because they had never be Eure seen a 
white man nor the tin foxes that the men were currying ' 
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■ Who knows/ limy said, ’ lull that tltwft very ttoxcs u»f the 
|>1um.k;nnc Watuta, tt^iiijfurTiied and coiik to kill tm? Van 
cannot br .1 [Inlit led.' No pern Lta won could avail with them, 
and tile flirty lud to proceed to the next village, 1 ** 

Tiic [rr.iriinis i niertaincd of .Jinn visitors is often mutual, o* 
Tillering j vtrougr tiiful the savage feel* lliill lie fa Heading 
eu chan led gn.mml and lit lakes utcipii to gutirtl against the hi t&iriri* 
demons tlLat haunt ti mid tlie magical ,1 rt? of it* inhnbtlunt-; 

Thu* on going to u strange land the Maoris (tcffenmetl *t«*i 
certain ceremonfe* to m.i';r It ircii (eijtnnujf]), lest it miglil 
h*vr. Ui'-rt previously t>pu ■nicredV' When Harem MiUactio- 
Mac! v ", n* nfijtiwchltn,’ i village an the Mncliy Cunil of 
New Guinea, onu of the natives who accompanied him broke 
a branch from a tree ami going «iide whispered to it for a 
while \ liven stepping up to each member of the party, one 
after another. h= a fiat »ontttthll)|S ujwn Iils Iwck and gave 
him some btftws with the branch. Lastly, bo went into the 
forest and burled the branch under withered leaves in the 
thicker,! part ' I :hc Jungle- This ceremony wai believed to 
pintcel the | j Arty against all treachery and danger in the 
village they were approaching-’ The Idea probably was 
that lh* malignant influences were drawn off From the 
perfrins into the branch anil buried with ft 5a the depths or 
the forest- Before StuhlnwOn anj his companion* note red 
the territory of the Wanyumwed in central Africa* one of 
his men killed i white cock ami buried it in u pot Juft j* 
the boundary * In Australia, wheti a strange tribe has been 
invited into n diftricl anil Is approaching the entanijUDciit 
of *he tribe which own* the land, 'the Jirangerr carry 
lighted Lank ■ * lutmlnn sikki in tlw.fr ha (til*, for the porpnrc. 
they tsy, of clearing .irwl purifying the *ir. J< * On the coast 
of Victoria theft is * tract of country Uftiv.ci' the La Trube 
River and the Vmtfl Kivc, which ■•■me of tile aborigines 
called flic Bad Country ft suppoMUl ipvct Injuriously 
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^i TTwinn r.in -ttniugcrsi Hence when n npm of an'4her dan entered 
■"rtw*** ^ Ir 13 -ionic one of the ir it lives to look after him ; 

tuvti. and if his guardian went away from the enmp, he deputed 
another to take tus p!acc louring: his first visit, before he 
i r^fiMmw become os it were acclimatised, the visitor did nothing for 
l^hT 11 hlfwaolf as to food* drinking ■ water, or lodging, He was 
pointed with a bind of white pipe-clay across the lace below 
the cyci* and had to learn t ht Nntit fanguugc before going 
further. He slept on a thick layer of leaves ao that he 
should net touch the ground ■ and lie was fed with 11 ■/•sh¬ 
ine Ed Horn the point of n burnt stick, which he removed with 
In- terih, not with lits lips. Hk drfokiisg-water was drawn 
from a small hole in the ground bylm en ter tarn cr>, -md they 
made si muddy by stirring It with a stick He might only 
take three mouthfuls at a time, each of which he had to let 
slowly trickle down hi* thrmL If he did niHermtc, his 
thrift would dose up, 1 The Kayraa aiul Kcuyahs of 
lk>mco ihiuk it wdJ U* conciliate Stic spirit of the hind 
when ihcy enter a strange country- “The ofd men, indeed, 
trusting to the protection afforded by omens, are in Hub 
fitted ijf further aid, hut when yuUftg boys are brought Into a 
new rivtT of importance, tin- hospitality of the local demons 
h invoked The Kayan* make an osTcring of fiswls 1 eggs, 
which mutt oat be bought on the spot, hut are carried I mm 
the House, ■> irnttlmc* for distances jq long that the devotion 
of the travellers it more app*rent than their presents to she 
spirits of thq land, lurch bay takes an and pots it in a 
bamboo split at the end into four, while one of the older 
men calk upon the hills, rocks, trees, and stream^ to hoar 
him kind to witness the offering* Careful to disguise tiic 
true nature of the gift* he l <peaks- of it at a yam, lining 
n form of words fixed by usage, 1 Otncn hind; he shun Li 
inco the air. 1 we have brought you these boys* ft is on 
their Account only that wc have prepared this feast I Turin 
them not; make things go pleasantly ; arid they give you 
the usual offering of a yarn. I give thi* to Lite country/ 
The little ceremony is performed behind the hut where the 
ii(gM h spent , and the boys wall about for the charm to 
take frffto. The custom of Uvr Kcuyah* show* the same 
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ktdir- l-T lb' wLeiuuh md mi'ii'cn spiffed 1 hat arc tuppwcd 
to abtHtnd. A fowl 1 ' feathers. one f..r cadi boy. arc held by 
An old man. while the youngster* lunch his arm Hie 
invocation h fjitlle a powerful example of native rhetoric; 
‘Smooth away trouble, vr ioj slic mountain*, iiilR valleys, 
jocks, tree* Shield the lives of the children who have 
coinc hither, 1 "* When til TorarJias of central i.'alettes arc 
nn a head-hun ling expedition and have entered the enemy# 
country, tlmy may not eat any fruits which the foe has 
planted nor any animal which be ha» reared until they have 
rti,t com mi licet an act «f tmaUllty. ts by burning a houw at 
bjittng a man. They think Urn if they broke this rule they 
would receive -something of the «ju 1 or spiritual essence of 
the enemy into them ■•"Ives, which would destroy the mystic 
virtue of thdr Ulfeltwn** It U laid Ib.t just l*foce Greek 
armirn (wlvatsetaj to the diode of tattle,* man bearing » 
lighted lurch >tcjf|x;d out from either t-lilc and threw his 
torch into lire space he.twicer* tilt hosts- Then they retired 
utiii iotested, for they were thought to be ^cred to Ares and 
inviolable. 1 Mow some peoples fancy that when ilicy 

advance to bUilr the spirit* of theli hilicrs hotts in ihc 
top.* Hence fire thrown out in front of iltc lint of iranle 
may tx- meant to dTipcr-c these shadowy combatants, 
leaving the issue nf the fight lo be determined t^BWW 
substantial weapons limn ghost* can wield Similarly the 
fire which is rometime* b..i: r at the head of an army w 
perhaps Jo some eases Intended lo dispute the evil 
Influence*, whether magical or spiriUwl, " 1th whtch the air 
of the enemy's country m«>’ 1* Halved to *««■ 

Again, it in thought tint a man who has been on a 
journey may have contracted mine magic evil from the 
stranger* with whom he has u-m brought Into contact. 
Hence, cm returning borne, before h* i* readmit led to tbr 
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'fcocjety of Lifi fcfibc urn l friends, he has to utidcrgu certain 
pmlSMtXY- dstmarnm. Thus Ihe Bedtutaai ^cleanse oi 
purify ihcnuudve* after journey? by ^avin^ their heads* ctc„ 
Ec<u they should Imve contracted from ft mi get* some evil 
hy witchcraft or wcery" 1 in iorac par! of western Africa 
when -i man returns home a luuft absence, before he fa 
lalJruved to visit his ivUV. lie mil*! wash his person with a 
particular ibid* and receive fn-M the s/jrecrer a ccrinjrt mark 
□i* his forehead. In order to counteract any imigk spell 
whldv a stranger woman may have can! un him in hi? 
absence* and which might tie comnimifaatad through him to 
the women of hh village. 1 Every year about mur-third ul 
the men of the Wan> amwesi trite make journeys to the cast 
coast of Africa either a* porters or a* traffickers. IMom he 
sots out, the husband smear* his cheeks with a sort of meat 
porridge, and during h» absence hh wife mny cal no flesh 
and must keep fnr him the sediment of the porridge in the 
pot. On their return from the coast the men sprinkle meal 
every ihiy cm ait ihe pnthA leading to the emmp, fur the 
purpose, it is juppo.sed 1 of keeping evil spirits off - and 
when they roach their homes the men igntn smear porridge 
on their facers, white the woman who have stayed at home 
strew ashes on their heads, 2 In Uganda* when a man 
returns from a journey, his wife rakes sornc of the bark 
doth* from tlie bed of One of Mi children Hind lays them on 
her husband 1 # bed ; and as he enters the house* lie jumps 
over one of lib wives who h.'Ui children by him, or over One 
ofhia children. If he neglects to da llihs, one of Im children 
or one of his wives w El i tlie-' \V hen Dam ams return ho: i ic 
after a long absence, they are given a small portion of the 
fat of particular animals, which Li supposed to possess 
certain vfrtuiA* A story i* told of -i Navajo Indian 
ivho, after bug wandering*, returned to Uu own people. 
tVJicn he catne within ighi of hh house, his people 
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mudc htm itop -Mul lotd him net to appmu^i nfcaret till PjjMi*- 
i!i^y Lad fiimrliufscd n ^hailRit- Wlsen the ib-nsiiiii tv.ui coiiie m 
" ceremonies- were feirforiiws! ever llie tfiurniid wniufener, 
and he win w.-.i.bcd from lie.id to I'jot, an I .1 ed v, ith corn- , PtlBh 
meal; for thn> dd tW NaVajO treat all who return to ‘heir 
homes front Oifttlvily w ith nnotlwf tribe, in order that nil 
■ lien itiUiance* and fndiwuees m»y be removed from them. 

When lie had been Urn* purified lw entered the house, «nd 
hi* people embraced him end wept over Id tit" * Two 
Hindoo ajnbfuwfor.i, who had l-mo sent to Et)^i.in.l by a 
native piinee and I:si< I returned to India, w-etc considered to 
have so polluted (twotselres liy contact with »tiangera that 
nothing hue lielng boot Stalin ebttW reston* them to purity. 

** Tor the pi ups ■■<* (if rc ncfiilioit It ^ directed to ifl.il te »n 
image of pure Hold of the female power r-f i tat urn, in the 
«hapc either i>f a woman or of a cow. In this uatue the 
person to be regeurrated li euctoscd, and drugged through 
the intui channel. A* a sin Me nl pure gold mid ot proper 
dimension* would I* too expensive, it i» »ui indent to make 
irn image of the -., f wl Y, m\ through which the person to be 
regenerated i* to pAs*“ <*th an image ol pair gold mm 
made ar the prince'* corttOwud, and Id* imibdas idora were 
born again by luring dragge.l through St. 1 hi <omc ...f the 
Moluccas, when .* brother or young btwKbfelutbn teturtis 
Iroin a long journey, a young girl await* him at line dour with 
a ta&rdi leaf In her hand and water in the leaf. She throws 
the water <mrr hi* fare and bids him weksmv t Among the 
Kaywm of Borneo, met who have hesn nl**«il or, a long 
journey arc secluded fur four day* in •> small hut made 
specially for th~ ptifpne Isefiire they are allowed to 
enter their own bouse,* Tim native* of Sav&ge blind 
(South Pacific) In variably killed, not only all "trangen In 
din rm who went drifted In thnlf ^hofc*, but dw any 
of their own people who hud gtme away in n *hfp and 
returned home, This w.r* -lone out flf dread of dbcaat 
Long after they began in venture out to ship thty 
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would nni Immediately u<c the tiling they obtained from 
tliL-in, bul hung tbelli up In quarantine for weeks in the 
bunk' 

VVHen precautions like thejic art taken on be halt 
,if the people in general against ilk mftUgniWt influence 
muiii itw jiiippnsrd to f»e exercised by strangers, it is no wonder 
llw that sfireial measure* are adopted to protect the king 
wiH(j'-r stf from the same insjdimi- danger, In the middle «gb» *he 
oroiBift, cnvQya wllf) a Tarim Khan weic obliged to pa es 

between two fifo before they were admitted 10 hi* presence, 
and the gills they brought were alto carried between the 
fines. Tlie reason assigned for tb- custom was that tlie fire 
purged away any magic influence which the lilr.tngers niighT 
inciin to exercise over the Khan.* When subject chiefs rotnr 
with llicir retinues to visit Kaliimba (the most powerful 
chief uf the Ilashil tinge in the Congo IJasSnJ for the first 
Utae or after being rebellions, they have to bathe, men ami 
women togetlicr, iti twu brooks on two successive days, 
pj-aibg Use nights under the open sky in the market-place 
After the second Tilth they proceed, entirely naked, to the 
hou*e of Krifmnba. who makes a long white mark on the 
breast mx d fordurad of .-rich of them. Tiitin they return to 
the market-place and dreis, after which they undergo the 
pepper of deal. Pepper U dropped into l he eyes of each of 

them, and while this is being done the suflerar lias to make 
a confession r>r all his sins, 10 answer all questions that imiy 
lw put to him. and to tike certain vows. This ends the 
ceremony, and the Strangers are now free to take up Lhcir 
quarter? in the t* wu for hS long a* tlr y c!w»-,c to rcmaiti , 1 
Before atruigeta were admit led to the presence of Lobcri- 
giiln, king at the MatcMthey lin-.l to lie treated with 
4 sticky ‘green m~didw-. widen wni profusely sprinkled 
aver them by means of a cow's fcdt* At Kikma, In 
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r.irtrm Africa, when u siTAnger arriven, si medic me is 
nude ciui of a certain plant or u tree fetched from a 
distance mixed with tbff b!ocxl of a thc^p at goar* With 
this mixture the stranger h beamrseed ot besprinkled 
before he Is ad milled to the presence of the Mug, 1 The 
king of Monomeatiip^ in South*Efr*i AfWeitp might nut wear 
any foreign stmTa for fear of ihdr being poisoned. 1 The 
k itip; of CacimgOp fo West Africa, might not jKis&ess or even 
touch blur-pearl goods, except metal* arms, anti articles 

made of wood and ivory* Tcrsuns wearing foreign stud? 

were very carcfni to keep M a distance Hum him pfetion, le>l 
they should touch him* Thu king of Loungo might nol 
look u])on the house uf a while man. 4 We have mi ready 
sec it I tow liie native king of Fernando To dwell n kcdtiilcd 
from ah contact with the whiles in the depths or an cxtmci 
volcano, shunning the very sight of a pule face, which, in thr 
belief of his subject, would be Instantly fatal to hint.* In 
wild ntKpuTttamous di.iirict of Java, to the 4 oul.h of Bmtitnm. 
there exists a Small) ahurigirm] race who have ht\rn dr r >f:raised 
tu\ a living antiquity These? are I Lie? [kiduu-i^ who -dh-ut 
the year *443 lied from Bantu rn to c^ape touvermn to 
Ilium, and in thntr mountain fastnessc*. holding aloof from 
their dcighlx>tirs r still cleave to Lhequ.iinf and primitive way* 
of their heathen fort:father?. Their village* arc peithcd In 
sputa which deep ravines* lofty pfccSptets, raging tonrriU, 
and Impenetrable forest* eamHuc h render almost hmeo m* 
Ibln Their hereditary filler bears the title of GFrang-IVutv 
and unite* in hb hands the temporal and iplriUmJ power. 
He mutt never quit lb* capital, mud none even of JjJj lufcject* 
who live outside the lourti are ever allowed to i*.*e him. 
Wh* an alien to yet foot in Ids dwelling, the place would 
be detecrated and mUnch?nti1, In forme* limes the strpre* 
wmrattves nf the Dutch Government and the Regent of Java 
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dure |m1jJ a vitil to Llir? capital of tin? Baduwk That very 
night all the people lied the place and never returned * 1 
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li&ftnl In the opinion of ravage* the acts of siting and drinking 
« attended with ^pcdal darker; far at these times the sou! 
ifcmtin* may cNeape from the mouth, or be e xtracte d by the magic 
■«u of an enemy pnc*ctiL Among the Ewe-speak mg peoples 
-if the Slave Coast " the common belief seems to be thr.t the 
indwell Eng spirit leaves the body and returns to i: through 
the mouth \ hence, should it I save gone out. it behoves a 
man to be careful about opening hb mouth, lest a hornets 
spirit should take advantage of the opportunity and enter 
his body. This, it appear?, is considered most likely to take 
place white the man is eating " 5 itacatiticms are therefore 
taken it) guard against these dangers Thus of the Bat bis 
of Sumatra it ts said that ^ since the soul can leave the body, 
they always lake care to prevent their soul from straying on 
occasions when they have most need of It Bui it La only 
possible to pTcvcns the soul from straying when one Is in 
ihe house. At feasU one may nnd the whole irnu^c *hut 
up. >n order that the soul (fenJj) nmy stay am! enjoy the 
good things set before it " 1 The Zafimanelo in Madagascar 
lock theft doors wlten they eat, and hardly any tine ever 
sees them caring.* In Shm* one of the southern provinces 
of Aby^lttifl, the dobfa of the hou-^ are scrupulously barred 
at meals to exclude the evil eye, and a fire t» invariably 
lighted* £]■<£ devil* would enter and there would be no 
ble*-mg on the meat 1 Every time that mi Abystfrilati of 
rank drinks a servant Isolds a cloth I*efore hl> master to 
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jjuat.S him train thr! evil ryr. 1 T he; \\ r .irat-i will not .illtiw 
mi y one 10 if^r them eattnu flitd drinking, being doubly 
pirlkuljir iJL.it no per, on of Hie opprdic ‘-ex i.huLI ‘n- them 
doing “ 1 bud to pay u m^n to let uir *ec him drink , 

1 could not m-ikc n man let a woman -hce him drink. 1 ’ 

When odcied .j drink of they idten ash that a doth 

may be held up to hide them ivhikt drinking Further, 
every man ttfid womurt jutn.L cook Tor Lfajcizuglvcs; end* 
person BMl *t have hii own fire* The Tuareg* of die 
Sahara never eat or drink hi {.uesciitc of any our elan 1 
The Tfctumpaxiu JndLauj of British ColwubuL thought that a 
diiioioLu could hen itch them hu m eaiity when they were 
natiufp drinking, or fin -king ; hence they avoided doing any 
of these thing* fu ptesenee of *n unknown shiinafC In 
Fiji pefiom who itupected others of jotting -ignimt them 
it voided ra ting In their presence or were careful to leave no 
fragment of taud behind- 1 

If tlwvc are the ordinary premium * taken by common v-j-uim 
people. tlie prrt .iutbi E taken by king* a ft extTiWitilnaiy. 

The king of Loango may imt be eern eating or drinking hy 
man or beaut under pain of death. A CuTWtilc dog having 
broken into the room wheir she king waa dining, the king 
onimd it tn be killed on tlus tf»»L Once ihc king's 
own son* a boy of twelve years «Id fc inadvertently saiv the 
king drink immediately the king cpMc-jci! him to he finely 
apparel 3rd and frAAlcd, after which he commanded him to 
be cut In quarters, and tarried about Ehe city with a pro¬ 
clamation that he had *eeii the king drink. H When the 
king h-* a mind to drink, be ha* a cup of wine brought ; he 
that brings it ha* a bell In hh burnt and *^on ju he lutt 
delivered ihc cup to The Ulngjhe turn* his fa-ise fnxtB him and 
ring* the belt on which all present fall down with their face* 
to the ground, ami continue so lilt the king Kafr drank- * . , 
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i\h c/itinrr la inudi in thr huh* -Aylc, for which he ha* y 
ifa? 1 fuV.IV on iHifiMise. win-tv lib victual* .ire set upon a bens* 

or table: which he goes to, and shuts the door; when he 
has done, he knocks and c«mra out. So that none ewer see 
(he king eat or drink. For it is believe:! that if any one 
should, tilt king skull immediately ■.tie.” The remnants al 
his food are btrftd, doubtless to prevent them from falling 
into the hand* of lore ere re, who by means of these fragments 
might fast 6 fatal speiJ over the monarch , 1 T|ic rules 
observed by the neighbouring king of Cacongo were simitar ; 
it was thought that the king would die if any of ins subjects 
ware, to sec him drink.* It is a capita] offence to see the 
king r.f Dahomey at his meals. When be tlriuks in public, 
as hr does on extraordinary occasions he hides himself 
behind a curtain, or handkerchiefs are held up round Ids 
head, and ail the people throw them re Eves with their faces to 
the earth . 1 Any one who saw the Muata Jamwo fa great 
potentate in the Congo Karin) rating ur drinking would 
certainly t* put to death** When the king {Aluata) of 
Caaembe wdscs his glass to Ms mouth to drink, all who are 
present prostrate themselves and avert their faces in such a 
manner as not to see 1 dm drinking,* At Araba, on the 
l.otver Niger, where the kings t.r chiefs number fully (our 
hundred, no one is allowed to prepare the roya] dishc*. 
l lie eliicb' act as their own (woks and cat in the slrictrat 
privacy.* Tile king and royal family of VValo, on the 
Seueg.il. never take thdr meals in public; it is expressly 
forbidden to see them eating . 1 Among the Monbutloo of 
central Africa the king invariably take* his meals hi 
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private , jicj enter mtiy sec the ccmietiti of hla tliih. itml till sw-iu 
iluw 1 1r lecivta la carefully thrown iiita a pit svi flpan fc-f 
Unit purpose. Everything ihni the king 1 ms bill id led »a 
H eld ftacrcij -mil may nut be touched^ When the king of 
Unyuro Li ecritrji Africa went to drink milk In tit© dnii)\ 
every mtm mitt I leave the royal end insure and all the 
.Vi.llien LuiJ i(. cover their Ixadi- till the king rr.luritr:!. No 
□ne nii^hl sec Mm drink. One wife accompanied him to 
the dairy and handed lilm ihe milkpoL bm turned 

nwny her Guce while he drained il. f Die Itin^ ol Sitsiii 
a region to the *aulh of Abyssinia, presides daily ftt ihe 
[bit in the long hiiin{uetin^halh but i* bidden from llur 
gn*t" nf his subject* by a curtain/ Among thu EweH£pc*ki'i>g 
peoples of the Slave CoaNt Lhr pieman of the king b* aacrccL 
mid If lie drink* In public every out must turn away the 
head so as not to sec bint, while some of the tmtnen of the 
eoint h^ld up j doth before him ai a screak He never 
cat-? In public, end the people pretend to believe that be 
ittiilici Hits nor Sleeps. It I* criminal to say the conuaty,* 
When the king u\ Tonga itc, alJ the people turned their 
back* to him.* In the palace of the l'eraian kings there 
were two dining-reoni* opposite e.ich uthui . in one of them 
I lie king dined. in Um oiber hi# gitcst*. He could see them 
through a curtain un the tlom. hut lltcy could not sec him. 
Generally the king ti»k Ills mcnli -i!one hut sometime:i iiU 
wile Of wmc «f hL* sons dined with him/ 
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tn some of the preceiling cased the intention os citing 
arid drinking in strict sednsiou may perhaps be to hinder 
evil indueEices from entering the body rather iban to pre¬ 
vent the escape of the aouL Tilts certainly is the motive 
of some drinking cimtoma observed by natives of the 
Congo region* Thu* vve sre told of these people llint 
11 there h hmtlly -I native who would dare to Swallow a 
liquid without first conjuring Hie spirit* Otic of them 
rings a beU sJLI the time he is drinking * another cratches 
down and places has left hand on the earth 1 another veils 
hit head ; another puts a uulk of grut or a leaf in hi- 
halr H or mark-i hi* forehead with a line of day, Thh fetish 
custom flsjum^ very varied forms. To explain them, the 
black h $aiiified W say that they are an energetic r>i 
ccinjurinp splrlu." tn this part of the world ■> chief will 
comm only ring .1 bell at each draught of beer which he 
tiwillnu 1 . and it the mmt moment ■ tad sfetioflbd in front 
of him bpindlihef a d;>e*r 11 10 keep al kty the spirits H indi 
might lry to meat into the old chiefs tavly bv ihr same 
road ai the vutsftrtiga [beer).** 1 The name motive cl 
warding off evil spirits probably explains the custom 
observed by some African suit am of veiling their I oees. 
The Sultan of Darfur wrups up his taoe with a piece Of white 
iniidiEi, which goes round Jus head several time*, covering 
hii mouth and nose first, and then his forcliead h so that only 
hi* eyes are visible. The saint custom of veiling The face 
as n mark of sovereignty 3.* said to be cihacrrai in other 
parti of central Africa* The Sultan of Wedul always 
apeak* from behind a curtain ; no One sets his face except 
his intimates and a few favoured petttnv/ Similarly the 
Sul San of Bur ml never shewed hhtindf to Ids people fend 
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only spokr to them from taliind ~j curtain. 1 The king of Kin^ m* 
CSioh^a* a town on the right bank of the Nigr above E|^a, 
may not be ^eesi by hi* subject!! nor by stranger*. At un*rt*™ 
interview he sit's it i 1 mm palace concealed, by a mat which 
bangs like a curt±nn + and front trehmcl it he convert with 
\m visitor 1 Tfag Muyac* Indian* of Colombia hud such a 
re-pcct for tlmir chiefs that they dared nut HU iheir tyca on 
them, but alivny rumen t1ue.fr hack* when they hud let 
address them, ff ft ibjef after repeated punishments, proved 
incorrigible, they took him to the chief, and one of the noblei* 
turning the culprit found* said u> him, * Since yon think 
yourself so {pent a lord that you have the right to break, the 
law*, you ha ye the tight id look at the chief,* From that 
moment the cHmiitai was recanted ft* infamous Nobody 
would have an> thing to do with him or even speak to him, 
and he died an Outcast/ Moiitcruma was reared by hb 
subjects it- * gc4, and he set m much store cm their 
reverence that if on going Out of the city he mw a mnu 
lift up bis eyes nit hint he liad the gaacr put In derails. 

He generally lived in the retirement of his palace, seldom 
shewing him.,elf. On Ihc day* when he went to visit hi* 
gardens he was carried in a Utter through « direct which 
wa* endowed by walls: tiom: but hia be hirers bad die right 
to pass along that strecL 1 ll uvu a bw of the Medea that 
Uurcr Sung ihouEd be seen by nobody/ The king of Jehu, 
on lLie Slave Coast of West Africa, i«- surrounded by a great 
deal of myitcry. tjnlil lately his face might not be :*een 
eveu by Ilia own subject*, and if dreuinstancc* compelled 
him Lo ootnrtmukale with them he did so through a screen 
which cuuecalcii him from view* Now, though hii face may 
be Ktn, it Is ciHinuury to hide hia body i ojhI at audience* 
a cloih H held before him to aa to ctmecal him from the 
neck downward*. and it is raited soft* (o cover him altogether 
wile never lie Cough.*, aneeiea* ipiK or take* urtiiff His lace 
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iii pnrtlaHy hidden by a Celled cap wilh hanging brings of 
beads. 1 Amongst ihtr Tuiire^ of tlie Sahara till the me* 
hut not the women) keep the lower part of their facc H 
especially the mouth, vdied ■in^antly. llw veil L* never 
put off, not even In cat nip cir riwpJng- 1 Among the Arab* 

men remark able for their good looks have l*ceu known ns* 
veil their faces, especially at festivals and market .y in m dci 
t& protect themselves against the ^vil eye. 1 The ^aitir 
reason may explain ^he custom of muffling their faces winch 
has. been observed by Arab women from ihe earliest iEitkm- 
and by "the women of Boeotian Thcbci in ailttqtdty. 1 In 
Samoa a man wltose family god was the iurM might not 
rat a turtle, and if he helped a neighbour to cut up nn& 
cook one lie had to wear a bandage tied over hi- mouth lest 
an embryo turtle should dip down his thrrah grow Up* and 
be his death/ In West Timor a speaker holds 1m right 
lurid before Ilia mouth In speaking lest a demon should 
enter hU body, and lest ike peraott wHh whom he converses 
should' harm One speakerV soul by magic. 7 In South 
Wales for f-atne tim after bis initiation into the tribal 
mysteries* 4 young black fellow (whoAc soul uL This time is in 
a critical stated mu^t always coves* hi* mouth with a rug when 
a woman i* prciicpL 1 We have already how common is 
tlie notion that the life or s«ul tnny escape by the mouth or 
nostril** 
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By in extension «<f !Ek like piecaiilion biiigi arc some- 
lirncs fur bidden ever to leave their pahn* s nr, if lliey asl 
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allowed tin do go, lltfir subject;. an- forbidden to n:t them kihutIi*" 
abroad, We have wen that ihc priestly king at Shirk ^ 
Point, West Africa, nnty never quit his hfni«r or even hi* 
chair, in which he b obliged to sleep sitting ; and that th" 
king of Fernando Fo, whom no while man m*y sec, t» 
reported v> he confined to his hunne with shackle; or. his 
legs. 1 The fetish king of Benin. who was worshipped ns .1 
deify by his subjects, might nor quit hi* palace. 1 After hf* 
coronation the king of i.ojingo is confined to hi» pnfoct, 
which lie may not leave. 1 The king of Onitsha, on the 
Niger, " doe; tioi atep out of liis hms! intu the town nnlcsi 
a hitman Sacrifice is made to propitiate the gods: on thi* 
account lie never goes out beyond the predruts of his 
preiniic^* Indeed n't ore; told that Ik may no! quit his 
palace under pain of death or of giving up one or more 
nlitves to be executed in hit presence- As the wealth of the 
country ii measured id slave*, the king takes good can? not 
to infringe tin* law. Otic day the monarch, charmed by 
*orac presents which he had received from ;i French officer, 
politicly attended his visitor to the gate, and in a moment of 
forge! hi hi ess was about to break bounds, when his chnmUr- 
1 jin adzing In*. majesty by his leg*. and his wives, friciuit, 

;inJ servants rushing up, prevented hint from taking w fatal 
a step. Yet once n yenr at the Fca.it of Yarn* the king is 
allowed, ami even required by custom, to dance before his 
people outside the high mud wall of the palace, in dancing 
he eaniei a great weight, generally a sack of earth, on lus 
bock to prove that he is still able t<i support the burden and 
caret of time. Wore he unable to di-chaigc this duty, he 
would h_- immediately deposed and pethaps stoned,* The 
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Toma* nr Habe* ( a hardy rate of mountaineer* who luhalAt 
Mount fttnduig-ttra m Nigeria. revert a great fetish -loctnr 
called the Qgom, who » not suffered to quit hfc hou&e on 
any pretext/ Among the natives of ilie Cross River hi 
Southern Nigeria th r. ^Lctt-J chirk of ttflfiit] y:I!a&;cs arc 
confined to their compound^ that hi, to the cue bum re* In 
which their houses Are builL Such vhtd* iruiy lx confined 
for yeats within these nftrrtiw ’xninds, 14 Among the*<r 
primitive j-^oplr, the head chief is often looked upon as hall 
divine, Ihe human representative of their ancestral god 3k 
regulate? I heir religious riEtis a and is by tome tribes tjclieved 
to have the power of making miri hill when they require 
it, and of bringing them good harvests. So, being of 
such vatue to the community, he h not per milled i 
creeps on very rare occasion*. 10 go outside his compound, 
lest evil should focfdl him- and the whole town have 
to suffer.* 1 The kings of Ethiopia were worshipped as 
gods* but were tpostly kept shut up fit ihdr peaces/ On 
the mountainutis coast of l r ontiis then: dwelt in antiquity ;r 
rude and warlike people named the Moiyiii nr Moaynofid; 
through whox rugged ecmnify the Ten Thousand m a re bed 
otj Llcir £ii»i>ULi retreat from A -r.. to Europe- Tht>r 
bucbiuiiuis kept their king in dose custody at the top ol 
a high tower, from which after ELs election he was never 
fttoro allowed to J^ccshL Here lie dkpeinxd justice to Ids 
people; but if he offended them, they punished him by 
stopping hU rattens for a whole day* or cvem starving him 
to death/ The kings of Sahnea or Sheba, the spice caunin 
oS Arabia, were not Allowed to go out of tlwjr palaces ; if they 
did so, the mob stoned them to death/ Hus at the top of 
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the pilnee tlierc wa* * window with a chain attached i« h- ittogi to 
If any nun ticemed he I..:,-! ■.uiTereiJ mwi}!, he pulled 
chain, and the king perceived him “(id called him ill and 
j t avc judgment. 1 Sit down In rrcciiE times tlie king* eliiNH* 
Corea, wlittfc persons were weretl and received " honour *** 
almost divine" wcitt shin up in their palace from the age ol 
twelve or fifteen; and if a silltor wished tpubt.iiti justice of 
the king he scruMme* lit a great bonfire on a mountain 
fiicing ihi! palace; the king mtf the fit* und informed 
himself of the case.* The Km^r of China seldom quit* 
his palace, and when he line* w, tin one may look at liini . 
even the guards who line the mat! must turn their l<stki 
The king of Tomjuin was permitted to appear aim,,id twke 
or thrice a year for the performance of certain religions 
ceremonies; but the people were not allowed to l< h >k at 
liitiu The day before lie come forth notice was given to all 
Lhe inhabitant* of the cu> and country to keep fmni the 
way the king was to go ; the women were obliged to remain 
In their houses .iiltl dural not shew Tbeamdm ui» hr pain of 
Jeatli, a penalty which «m carried otll on the spot if any 
unc disobeyed the tHd'-'r, even through ignorance i hu» the 
king was mvisible to all hut hh troops ami the tfrtwrs ol 
lit> ^itittL* In Mandalay a atom lattfcc-paltrtg, six feet high 
amI carefully kept in repair, lined eveiy street in llir walled 
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city und .A) those street* In die suburbi through which the 
ki r a rir y^L', QkeSy ru my lime to pas^ Behisid this pal mg, 
which -stood tw\, feel or so fttiits the houses, all the people 
had Lo stay when the king m any of tin: queens went out 
Any out ho iva caught outride h by the beadles, after the 
proce-don hud started wai ^vciely lutiulkd, and might 
think lurmdf lucky if he got off with a beating. Nobody 
was supposed in peep through the hold In the lattice-work, 
which weitr beside) partly UOpped up with dowering shrub *. 1 
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A gallic magic mischief may he wrought upon a man 
l*!!!!! 1 ™* through the remains of the f«>ud lie ha* pat taken of, or the 
tfctmnP- ttiibci out of which he lia> eaten. On the principle ot 
afhbtort sympathetic magic a real connexion coiUmues to subsist 
m err between the food which a man has in his i'omich and the 
refuse of it which he hit-, left untouched, and hence by 
“*■ r,r Injuring the refuse yon c.in ifmxltnncoudly injure the eater- 
I4 i?m mh4 Among the Namnycri of South Audntlia every adult is 
“ J1 const iv it!y on the loo!: out for bones of blast?, birds* or fish* 
Ssninytn of which the flesh has been cuten by somebody, in order to 
**ZHL construct a deadly charm out of them. Every one h there* 
fore careful to bum the. hones of the animals which tie has 
eaten lest they should lull into the hand? of a sorcerer. Too 
often, however, the sorcerer succeeds in getting hold of such 
a bone, and when he docs so he believes that he has the 
power of life Lind death over the man* woman, or child who 
ate the fiesh oT the animah To put. the cTinmi in operation 
he makes a paste of red ochre and full oil, inserts in U the 
eye of a cod and a small piece of Ihc flesh of a corpse, and 
having roiled the compound into a lull sticks it on the tnp 
of the brnur. After being left for some time in the bosom «f 
4 dead Imdy, tn order that it may derive a deadly potency 
by contact with cottuption, die magical Implement U mt up 
in the ground near the fire* and as the ball mdii, so the 
penoi i aguiujit whom the charm £1 directed wustes whh 
sli^ease ; if the ball i* inched quite away, the ylctiro will die 
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Whim the hcwiiuhed tuan loirns of ibe *pr1j that U bdiip 
east upcm him* he endeavour* in Liu y the bone fmrn tnr 
iorccrcri iitid if he obtains it be breaks the charm by throwing 
the bone into 21 rim * i take* 1 Further* ih* Norrinyeri think 
that if a man cat* of the tattm animal of HU lrfbc t ami an 
chinny obtain* a portion of the desh, the tatter can make it 
ICPOW in the {fitiilt of stir rater, and io Cauise Ills iltalb. 
llte it fore when a ttiiifi partake* of Im totem 3itr i> careful 
other to eat it all or elre to conceal m denrroy the refusr.* 

In the Encounter Bay tril^ of Smith Australia* when u man 
■ annul get tiler l*nncof an aiimiitl which hii enemy ha 4 * ralrii* 
he coliU* a bird, tamr* or fish, nurf keeping back one of thr 
creature"* boiler, riffcm lire real umlcr the guise of fricmtahifi 
lo hb enemy. If the titan it nimpk enough to partake of 
the pfoffer e d food, 1m h al tin: mercy of hU perftritenii fiw%, who 
can kill 1 1 Ktn hy placing the Ahstmticd Untie near the fire. 1 

Idea* and preset tcei. «f the samt *on prevail. or jiki! to t^m mi 
prevail in M-biieri-i ; all that wu* needed! to injure a 
man w*i tr- bring the lc*irfo(p of hh food into rmtiact 
rith a malignant |*hn*t or spirit, Hence in t!m island of 
Florida when a e -7T*p of an enemy** dinner wit fronted *m Nm« 

and thrown into i haunted piart, the matt wot itipjw-Kcd. r * 

to fall ill: and in the New Hebrides if a annke uf a certain 
*ort carried away n Fragment nf food to a *pofc -atml to 
a spirit, the man who had eaten tl> food would sicken at 
i he fragment decoyed In Aurora thn re-fore U mode up by 
the winnrd with certain leaves ; as these rot and dink, the 
man diet Hence if or was* a constant cue with the 
Melanesian a to prevent the remain a of t licit meal* firrm 
failing Into the hand* nf penson* who bore them a grudge . 
for lULs reason they icgulorly gave lhe ref lire of food to 
Hie pigs. 1 In Tana one of the New Hr-bride*. people bury 
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or throw imott* ** ^ I-viip 

sUovilii fall him tll« Iwud* of U-e J,se1 **™ S*T5iS 

, di^-.^ljer fiiitb the ft 5 i owty in the fir*. 

o ikt disc:^ maker, offering him prints if 
M*U lb* l»mna M 1 In G^n ^©T" £ 
S«* b*e the utmost ear,- to 4n*troy «r cancel the hu k, 
al „l other remain* of their l<»»). I«t the* should he found 
toA enemies tu-rf ured hy them for .he ag? oHt 
, t y , uCtiol t or the caters. Hem* (hey hum M <«ism i;S . 
5S iwtp the sea, or otherwise put them out M 
h urn's wav To such an csiienl dw- this ie,u tnOucnce 
thrri tlutmiiuv people dare not stir beyond the territory of 
SS Sttfl 3 they should Mr behind them on the 

land of thdr neighbours *c*OTlhitig hy { 

i * h r k, nr y«if*r miffbt <1 p ihero * minchifcfc Siniii^r Kars 

havered ’O similar customs in Mew Britain and line other 
U^nd, or what is now cut ted the Bfan** Arch^la^. cu. 
SSrth coast of New Guinea. There also the mtiv« hury t 
hum. or threw into the sea the remain* oi their weal* to 
nreverit them fmm falling into the hands of ™agicums 
tlicrt also the more supcretftjora oi them w»i ntrt ^ m 
Scr village bemuse they dread the - whhfh ^ 

. i * -.f tiidf ijeau Fiffs when ihfiir batik * s rarrou* 

!t»« js p»c« «.n-. *ii"»»“ 

in the island* of the Archipclu-o go about with itimipy tatli 
T « «;»» Of *. .MtfMV i. iKi. .g 
rlM « t 3 ,,d eat their cats , and unscrupulous P«*on* m« l; M 

br temnted «. steal a 

., tncal ' Acconiingly, In the Intents ot the lngM 

t) | C I( . in ovc this Stutnlding*block from the path of heir 
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now A cat k .•ciolMt and rat* ts T the lawful owner uf the animal 
him II m lik [HJW-CI to nvcuge fho cJiEti*. - Lr mcd i nly bury 
I he piece <rf tail with certain spdk in (he ground, an I I hr 
thief will fall IJL JIchll a rmn ivlll hiudly shire u* 
ateal mil cai u cat with i -iuiupy tail, kimwhig ihi: 
rtghJ-Qij Tctflbutfem that would . r;r Jm^ f ovr^ 

Jiikc Inin for w> doltrgJ 

Fnidi a like tear, no doubt, of mfccty, no one nuty l.ig=. a „j 

touch i It food which lIn? Idng of Loan go fcuvcii tgmn 

him plate; it la buried Id a hde in the gmtinti Ami no uiir 
nmy drink out of the kUtgb veisel* SimlUfly, no in Pin m.i 
drink out of the same cup or glass tdth the King of Fids 
(WhytL.li) in Gulm l ; - he L \ik dhvmyi OiU kepi p^JlknSurly 
forhiiTiidf, tmd thcit which bath hut one* mueher! amd hm ™- 

Upu Ur never use i more, though it Ik ma-ic of metal 1 hal m ay 
ho eEcati^cd by Ira ,p p AiTK-nt 4 th- Alfi»n* of CeTrtei 
there Is a peieat called the IMtm, whose duty upiXiam to be 
lo make ihe rico grow. HI* fuudfciM begin afoul ,t irntrith 
before the nee b sawn, anti end after the crop i* housed. 

During litla time he hnj to ul- or ^rnasrt lab r<* ; among*! 
utherg he may not eat or drink wish any one dse, ami lie 
ntay drftik out of no ves f Inti h\* mwi,* \n andf'ii* 
lodlim way of Injuring an enemy wat ti- offer him 4 meal 
of rice and afterward* tluuw tin* remrimi of ihe dec mb* a 
fishpond; if the firii sWAm up in huge ntimU-i* in devour 
the crain^ ihe numb foie ™ sealed' In mulquhy the 
Romans uwtl IrnmaJUtJsIy to bmik the thdU of eggs ami of 
»naft» whkh they had eaten in order fu peeveirt etnttnin 
from making Mafic with I hem, 1 The cumuttm practice. 
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.tin observed among us, of bnsiH»B «H^ he ! Is the 

eggs hivr been eaten pay wry well originatvj [„ the 
same 

The superstitions fenr of the magic that may be wrought 

on a man through the leaving Il5s M **_*2 lb * 
beneficial effect of inducing many savages to ifestio} Refuse 
which, if kfl in rot, might through its corrtiption | vV ve 
prove l a rtnJ T not a merely imaginary, source °f 
and death. Nor is it only the unitary mofiton qi a 
tritw which lias benefited by this superstition ; cunously 
enough the ma* basely dread, the »n* fel* 
causation. Has indirectly strengthened the moral bonds of 
hospitality, honour, and good fnib among men wllD Cr ' t “_ 
jalrl it For it l* obvious that no one who intends to 
harm a man by working nuigic on the nfrx of] il “ 
will himself partake of that food, bemuse if he *«» » 
he wnuld, on she principle* of sympathetic m*&*> “g 
equally with hiv enemy Jrttt) any injury ™ 

refubC This is the idea which in primitive society lenth 
sanctity to the bond produced by eating together; by 
participation in the same U »>d Lwo men give. 3> It were, 
hostages for their good behaviour; cndi guamntecs the 
utiier that he will llevl« no mischief against him. aiftoc, 
being physically united with him by the common loo-l m 
their stomachs, any harm he might do to Ids fellow won «l 
recoil on his own head with precisely die same force wi 
which it fell nn \be head of his victim. In strict logic, 
however, the sympathetic bond l^ta only SO long a* the 
food i- In tlm stomach of each of the parti*-’- I ll * ncc hc 
covenant formed by eating together h solemn and 
durable than the covenant formed by transfusing the blood 
uf the covenanting parties into each other's veins, toi t is 
transfusion seems to knit them together for life. 
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CHAPTER IV 

TABOOED VERSOm 
§ L CJtif/t iW AVfljfj AitaW 

VVE have ^cn ilinU the Mikado 1 * food was cooked every mtmmvm 
clay in tiew pit* and served up in new dishes; both 
And difthra were uf common clay, in order that they might 
be broken or laid aside after they had been oner uacd. 

They were generally broken, for it was believed that if any iw jliiW 4« 
fine ebe ate hh food out of these sacred dishes, h is mouth 
and throat would became swollen and mftamrd "The suncWitf, 
iff effect was thought to be experienced by any one who 
should wear the Mikado's clothes without hts leave , he 
Would have swelling* and pains all over hr* body. 1 In Fiji 
there Is a special name ■ Ijxa hi mu; for I hr disease supposed 
io be caused hf eating out of a chiefs dishes or wearing- his 
clothes. “ The threat and body swell, and the impious 
person dies I had a fine mat given to me by a man who 
dumt not use it because Thakombaus eldest ion had sat 
upon it There ft as always a family or dan of commoner* 
who were exempt (mm this danger, 1 was talking abewrt 
thb once to Thakomhati. 1 Oh yr\ said he. 1 i ierc t So-amJ- 
Kot come and -cratch my bach. 1 The man scratched ; be 
was one ol those who Could do it with impunity.* Tim 
name of the men Ihsu highly privileged was Xa mdm&n «>, 
or the dirt ul (he dm r f.* 

In the evil effects tiltis apposed to follow upon (he use 

1 JurafAV* '■ llwiw* fJ Irp**.- nw4if^ Aic^ *#1 I* Nka. 
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•riL 717, ttiAiMii. 

1 krr. Uinic F»wi. uc 1 Mm W 


TAEOOEl* PERSONS 


OLA I 




of the vessel* or dntbts 0f the Mikado and a Fijian dild 
w m that other side of the god-tnah^ diameter :o which 
i- attention has- been all *ady called. The divine person a 
eliir 1 jounce of danger as well as of blesjfng ; be mm\ Hot tanly 
’iW*^r be jpuirded, he must also he guarded against Hi-, ?.icrd 
ojgamsm, *a delicate that a louch tn ay disorder it, h fchO| 
1 1J o-i it were, electrically ch urged with a powerful magical err 
spiritual force which may disdiarge itself with fatal effect 
on whaTcver comer jn contact with il Accordingly rile 
{solatinq of the managed h quite us necessary for the safety 
of others as for hi* own His magical virtue h in the 
strictest senre of the vtwtl contagious: hi? dJvinlry is a 
fire, which, under proper restraints confers endless bless¬ 
ings but. Ef rashly toadied or allowed to break bounds, 
bums and destroys what it touches, lienee the disastrous 
■effects supposed to attend a. breach of L.iboo i the oFTender 
Jba% thrust hi* hand hue Ihc divine fire, which shrivels 
Mbitm up fmd consumes him on I he The NuboS, for f?x* 

*““***“■ ample, who inhabit the wooded and fertile range of Jebel 
NuUl fn eastern Africa, bdlcye that they would die if they 
entered the hutuc of thdr priestly kisig; however tliey 
can i-vadtr the penalty of Ihsnr Intrusion by baring the left 
sluuiidrrr and gutting the king to lay his hand ml iL And 
were any man to ift on a stupe which the king btS 
eoit*Hiated so his own use, die tnn^«w would tile 
within the year/ The CatMflibes, m the interior of Angola, 
regard their king the Afvata nr j&ftmjb) qs m holy that mi 
one can touch him without being killed by the magical 
power which pervades Iris tarred person, Hut tfnee contact 
with him is Sometimes unavoidable, they have devt«d a 
means whereby the sinner can escape with hi* life, Kuwliny 
down before the king he toucher the hack of xhr royal hand 
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it crimp .r d.v/> tf/jYi.vr taxoord tjj 

with the (tack of his own, then simp lus fuv’cr.i; rtftaWiid i 
hr lay* the pttfm of lib hand on the Jcdm of tin? kings 
hand, then Jttap' Jil* finger* ci;'jirt This caeirtcmy is 
Fcjiej^cd four vr tiv timci, and avoL* the imminent •lunger 

of i" tJ in Tonga It wa* bdlt-vrd that If any him- fed tik^hw 
hit, *ei with hi* >nrn hand* after luudkfhg die auered parson ^ r ,j 
of a superior chief or anything that belonged to hh^ he »" Tmhf* 
•vunld swrII up anti die. die s-uiL-iity of the chief, tike a 
virulent fx>iw>ti H Infected llm luuvb of bln irifrriet, and, being 
cot mutinied Uni through them to the food proved ratal to the 
cm ter, A comwtiiwf who had incurred tbl* danger cmiid 
dhififcct himself by performing a certain ecremmiyv tv I rich 
cmititfed In tnurhiitg ihr aaht of * chief 1 ^ fno: with the palm 
and hack of each «f his hand#, and afterward* Haring bra 
hands in Mates, If there tva* no water near, hr. tubbed his 
hands with the jnlev stem of a plantain Of banana. After 
that he was tree to feed hhrurJl with Ids own hands without 
danger of being attacked hy the malady which would other- 
wise frith i-w from eating with tabooed .jt unified haiid*- 
But until the ceremony of expiation or dkirdcotion had heed 
performed, if In; wished to . at, hr lud cUbcr to get ionic 
tiTi^ to f! him, or clu? !•• tjo down on his knee* nod [lick 
up (he food from the ground with his mouth like * beast, 

11= might not even use a toothpick himself but might guide 
the hand of another perron holding the toothpick- The 
Tomptnt were subject to Induration of the Hw ami certain 
forms oi ’<mfuU wltich they often attributed to • faihire to 
perform the requisite expiation afLcx Itavirig Inadvertently 
touched a chief or his belonging c Hence they niton went 
through tbr cckmimi? a* a ptaautlnn, without knowing that 
they Had done anything local! for It, Ihc khg of Tcitign 
amid unt refn-c to play hi* part in the rite by printing 
Ills fool to such a-, ilcrired to twttdb it, even *boi they 
applied to him at an fneitnvunkm! time- A fid unwieldy 
king, w)w perceived lib MibytU approaching with this 
intention, while he chanced in be lakh r lib * dks ‘broad, 
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has I>ccn sometimes seen to waddle as fast .1^ hb legs could 
carry him out of their way, in order to escape the tmpnr- 
Lunate and not wholly disinterested dtfpflcasiOTt of their 
homage. If any one fancied he might have already un¬ 
witting 3y ealen with tabooed hands, lie sat down befsaerdhe 
chief, and, taking ihc chief's iOOX t pressed it against 1* nl >wn 
stocnacii, that the food in his belly might not injure hinr t 
11 w Efcnt 4 a lid that he might not swell up and die* 1 Since acrofiib ™ 
regarded by the Tongans ns a result Of eating with tabooed 
Liib| i 'i hnndJ T we may conjecture that persons who suffered from it 
among them often resorted to the touch or pressure of the 
Iting* foot at a cure for their malady. The analogy df the 
custom with tlw o!J Eitglbh practice of bringing scrofiiiotts 
patients to the kittg tp be hstled by Ids touch is suffidetitly 
ohvlout, and suggests, a* I have already pointed out ekewbene, 
that aniqng oiu own remote anccrtGi? scrofula may have 
obtained its name of the Kiiig*i Evil, from a belief, like 
that of the Ttmjputs, that II wa? caused as wdi as cured 
by con Lac* with the divine majesty of kings. 1 
Fjj.ii In New Zealand the dread of the sanctity of chief* wa* 

11 leas£ S=E b Tongs, Their ghostly power, derived 

fciSi wertd from an ancestral spirit or rt/tw, diffused itself by odritegiun 
over everythfr^ they touched* and could strike dead all wins 
rashly or unwittingly meddled with it, 1 Fct lik-oicr, It 
once Happened that a New Heal and chief uf high rank and 
great sanctity had left the remains of hi a dinner by the 
wayside. A stave, a stout, hungry fellow, corning up after 
the chief had gone* saw the unfinished dinner* and ate it 
up without asking questions. Hardly hud he finished when 
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rood or which he bad eaten WM »M* ^ £ r 

unfurl mute Jdh^ •««■. t,e „ r/'irS £ 

courage, and bad tignahucd htfn vii » l 1 ' H . | 

triWlHU ‘no sooner rllil in: hear the fed nW J' ( 
wa/stm*! by the mo<t txtraonUnaty convulsion* and 
cramp in the Lmush, #ch «evn cex^-J Ull bo M■ »bj* 

4 tin'low ii the same day- He V* » *»"S ^ ■ L^r 
prim, of lifer o«d if 

-I „.uU have said he was rmi kilted by ol cm *' T - 

ihkh bad been communicated u> die food by omlwrt.be 
£3i Ue been listened to with 

5 Ignorance and inability to U.i«lmt*ltd m,dd ^ 

evidence. 1 1 This is not a .viUtary ease- A M *°* 

having of t£x*a plnrc, exclaimed 

.1 ,,,iri. of Ike «M -b« 
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wearxui J have seen n strong youi j; man die n.c iamc 

m a x* fisssa s 

or killing ^ 

havin" lost by him, and found by *■«* men who u»rd 
fJIjS their f^tbey Hied of (tight - J 

' J, )UU 1 bdonW So, too, the gwmen-s of a hitfi 

New Zealand chief will kill any one ^ 

A C b«f w« observed by a missionary to thiuw down » 
*JZL a blanket which he ft. Mini too benvy 10 catty. 
S B iked by the di*»»V why be did no. feavr « on 
y fr t L use , ,f 4 future tmveUei. the diicf 'cpl.c.1 flat 

- bTa ' tl,c lear of its being taken by Mother ubkb ea^ed 
.." ; VJ j, lvbcrtf J* did. for if it were worn, bis tapu 

S&t'V’uT ■rirtinal power communicated by contact to 
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(iitf the person," 1 For i simitar ff&bon * Mauri chief would 
not bW a file with IiIa mentis ; for jijn tiered breath Wdiilil 
Cuitimmucalv i: sanctity u> the fire, which wmild pa-, it on 
to Hie pot qn the fire, which would jaii* it on to itu meat in 
the pot, which vmitill pav* it on lo the man who att the 
(ii'-^t, which wa> in the pot, which rU.nl on the fire, which 
wit> breathe! nn by the chief; so tlmt the cater, infected by 
the chief'* breath conveyed through these intermediaries, 
would surely die. 1 

Hiu* In the Polynesian race, to which the Maori* belong, 
erected round the persons nf sacred chiefs it 
rent, tin'iugh at the same time purely imaginary barrier, to 
(Hire para transgress which actually entailed the dealti of the tians- 
*r«H gressor whenever he became aware of what he hud done. This 
fatal power of the imagination working through superstitious ‘ 
terror* is hy no menus confined to one race ; it appears to 
bo common among savages. For example, among Hie 
aborigines of Australia n native w ill die after the Infliction ul 
even the most strpcnldld wound if only he believes that the 
weapon which inflicted the wound lwd tven stm« over and 
thua endowed with magi-, a I virtue. lie simply lie, down, 
refuse* food, .ami pities a way/ SImfforty among ;ome of il>.- 
tndian tribes of Brazil, If the medidric-man predicted the 
death of suy one who hod nlTendud him, rl the wretch took lo 
his hammock Instantly in such lull expectation of dying, 
that he would iieiUita eat nor drink, arid the pr iictimi w-,t, s 
a sentence edilch faith effectually cx-rculed , 1 '* Speaking of 
ixtrain African races Major Leonard observes * J have 
seen more than one hardened old Hnu-o soldier dying 
steadily and by inches. because he believed himself ip he 
bewitched ; «. that no itcuriihmdiU or medicines that «er« 
given to him tun) the slights lit effect either to cheek die mis- 
chief sir to improve his condition in any way, and nothing 
W3* able to divert him from n fate which he considered in¬ 
evitable. In tli mine way. and under very d ml hir conditions, 
t havo Mit-ij Krumcii and other* die. tn spite of every effort 
that was made to save them, *fmply because they had made 
1 Tt /idl * ^ ' Sr* 1 "*' tiilPKn. tern.* Tr>iu 
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up their miiiits, not (ns wc thought at the tiitw) '» die, hut 
that Vicing III the clutch of mfflgnum iletnnn they were 
bound to dJc." 1 The Capuchin missionary Mernil-i da 
Sorrento, who i levelled in the West African kiitp^m of 
Congo in Hie latter part nf the evetitccnth - cut my, ha* 
dc-csib-rd a reimukablc esse of death wrought purely by 
•tupCfstlticw* fear. He says: **Tl fa a custom thin cither 
the parents or the ivloulLs give certain rules to fie inviolably 
observed by the young people, and which they call <&rjiffa: 
these are to abstain from eating cither sums sorts ..if poultry, 
tile flesh <ii jsnmc kind* of wild beasts, Hitch and such finit*, 
roots either «tw or bailed after LlJa nr another m miner. with 
several other ridiculou* injunction* of Hie IH*< nature, too 
many to he enumerated here. You wild wonder with what 
rcHglcin o Interval use these c o rorrUi nrin ere obeyed. These 
young ftropic would «xm«r diuse to fan! re vend days to- 
filler, than t(» route the least bit of whnl bK been l< rbiddon 
them ; anil if il aouretirnts hepTren that (he ehigiilti has f®en 
neglected to have been given them by their parents, they 
think they ahull presently die Utiles they gr. i mined in td> to 
receive it from the wisanft. A ct-naiii young “K«>- I**"!! 
upon a journey, lodged In a Sentl'i house by Ihc way: his 
friend, before he went out tile nest morning. had got a wild 
hen ready for hh ImJJiHasf th^y being mm b bettor than the 
tame ones- The negro lnfmrputi demanded, * If It were* 
wild lienf’ His hod answered, 'No': then lx fell on 

heartily, and afterward* prooersted «n his iotsmey. Alwut 
four ytwre after there two me’- lather again, mul the afore¬ 
said negro being not ye I mamcii, his will friend ashed ktro, 
•If he would cat a wild lien?* To which he aumvertd, 
. ThiU lie had received lire ekt&ifo t ami llicrefme could not 
Mcma the host began imtnrdhufy to tough. cn^ulrmg of 
him, ' Wliat mode Inm refuse it now, wlu-ii he liad ''Men one 
Qt his table about tom years «gn>' At the l^ing of n.h 
the negro immediately fdl a trembling, and .uffertd faMT 
to be so far possesses with the effect* ul irnogfnofm. that 
he died lu Iras than twenty four hours after * 
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Thai regarding U:s yicred chief- ;*'!<( king* a* charged 
with a Clarion* spiritual force which an U> ay cxplad« at 
contact. the savage larturally ranks them among t[w diU '- 
vvrous classes of society, and imposes ujxiu them %n* same 
tort 111 restraints that he lays cm mmialiiyew, iticnstruous- 
women. and Other persons whom he look- y«-W> " 
certain fan and horror. For example, si.cm kings and 
prints In Polynesia wore not allowed to touch food with 
their hands, and Imd therefore to be fed by others ; and a* 
we have just **n, llidr vessels, garments and other P^perty 
might not be used by others on umn of H«*w* and death. 
Nnw precisely the same observances ate exited by some 
S.V..SC5 Irom i*irH at their first menstruation, women after 
childbirth, homicide maimers, and all pew* «*«* *«■ 
cntTK Into contact with the drad Thus, for example, 
to begin with the last class of perils, among the 
Maoris am- one who had handled a corpse, helped to 
convey it to the grave. « touched a fed man s bones, was 
cut oft from ail intercourse and almost all commumcitini 
with mankind. He could not enter ant house, or come ,mo 
contact with any person or thing, without utterly bedevilling 
them. He might not even touch food with his hands, which 
had become so frightfully tabooed or undew a* to be quite 
uscltte*. Food would be for him on tf* gruunit. and lie 
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*.,.y|d lhaS flit or kneel down, uinJ. with hi* hands carefully 
iidtl behind hi* back, would grow at it » hesr h<- 
Mrnr . i; a ,« lie would bo fed by another person, who with 
outstretched arm contrived to do it without touching the 
talmoftJ mail, but the feeder wp himself subjected t* tnany 
-i‘vcx.* restriction*. little less onerous than tlw*e ^hhh were 
■ flswl upon the 0*cr. In aim®* t wot riUafie 

there Jived a degraded wretch, the limr*-t nf the ^w. wlio 
euiiBl a sorry pittance by thtii waiting upon tire defiled* 
Clad in rags, daubed Grom head to l«H with red 
Stinking shark oil. always solitary and ukal. 
ha ! iKard > and wuened, oft on huh crowd, be might b- **« 
mm Riptkmleso au day span from the ocromon path « 
thoroughfare rtf the village, (faring with luckdmdre 
the busy doing! In which he might never take a pgb Tw.r 
rt day a dole nf food would be thrown on the grounr, before 
him to munch ^ well 01 he could wnhont ihc ^ f 
hands; and at night, huddling Ufa SW W'" 1 . * Z 
he- would cmwl Into * wteiubkt ia.r of |«va and 

where, dirty, cold, and hungry, he pvatd. m hreUn 

haunted slumber,. .1 ttnMkd ni,hl as a P-^‘ »-***£ 
wretched day- Such ,»■ the only human berrg ‘ » 

to assodatn at »«n>* length with one who had pAid gf 
offices of r«pe=t and frremkkfp to the *»l And wto.the 
dismal term or his fusion Iwmg 0«r. the 

about to mi* with his Wlow* •» ««"• .^dln-he 
imd user! in hi. «ctuafcn were diligently -mwM. end J 1 »* 
garments he had worn were carefully l|mwu away, 

Should sprerui the contagion ofhf. defilement .monff^hm 
Just as iL vessefa ami cloth* uf *ac«d kings *"£■*«*£ 
tfestroved or m: away for u reason bn orrnpmtc 

. . ' cr^*ct■ is the aiifllovy which the savag* Xr*i^ 
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The rule which U -rbl'J:; perform w)m> have been hi contact 
wit; 1 the ih:»s! to touch 1WI with their hand* would seem to 
have heetl Universal in Polynesia- Thtu hi Samoa " thc^e 
who attended I lie deceased wtrrc moat careful nnt to handle 
fooh »i td br rfay > tv ere fed by others is If they were helpless 
infants Baldness am! the lus* of teeth wen? supposed to be 
the puns aliment inflicted by the houtotiold gud il they violated 
the ruler“ 1 Again, in Tonga, “no pvrran can touch a dead 
eh ini without being i a boo'd for ten Min hr months, except 
chiefs who n nr only taboo'd for three, four, or five months, 
HCGOnJhk* to the superiority of the dead chiefs eMepl again 
it be the body of Toni Longa [the stun I divine chid], and then 
even the greatest thief would bo taboo'd ten months, a? was 
:3ie csnv with FinowV wife aljove mentioned Inuring the 
time a man h taboo'd he most not feed himself with his own 
hands, but must h* fed by somebody else : he must not even 
use a toothpick himself, hut must guide another person'# hand 
balding the toothpick. If he is hungry and there ten n one 
to feed him, Sic must go down upon hifi hands and knees, 
.l! iiI pick up his victuals with hi^ mOtttli: and if he infringes 
upon iiny of these rules. It Is firmly expected that he will 
awdl up ,l nd -dies .in*I JliLs belief is so strong that Mr, 
Mariner thinks no native rccr made an experiment to prove 
the C"UH' 4 iy. They n-iten saw him feed himself with his 
hnutT a her lutvfng touched dead chick, and not observing 
his health to dcfilfnc. they attributed it to Itis bui^ a 
foreigner, and being governed by different godfJ* T Again, in 
WalKi Island 44 contact with a corpse vijlijcet* live hand* (c 
the of taboo 1 ill thcy fire washed, which U not done 
for aevrtnl wirek* Until tis.it pirifititbio bus taken place, 
the tabooed person! may not fhemfcdve* put food to their 
mouth* i other people rentier them that service. 1 * 1 A rule 
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of tbr sum** '•art h or wu> observed in VJricma J»i1s of^nu^' 
Mcttmcaia, Thus! in t r ijl the tub# Tor handing a dead chief „ „ 
lasted from one to tern month* to he rank ; for a 

commoner it lasted not mot* than four day*. •* 
common iy resorted :o by the la/j at tl idie : for lhr 

time of their acchuinn they wit not ouly provided with 10*1), 
hut were actually fed by eltmidanu «r ate ilicn fowl from 
the ground. 1 Si mi inf !>■ in foe MotU tribe «T New '-»«>'«■ ft 
man is- tabooed, flmemBy for three days, -'ficr handling ft 
corpse, and white the taboo hut* l« may >to« ^uch food 
wiiti his fund* At the cod of the time he bathes mid lhr 
taboo is over/ So in New C^Onln the 1^0 met, who tire 
charged wiih lhr duty of burying *»4 gu-min^ * corpse 
have 10 remain in srtWon und'ch-av* a mimbrt uf rulet -n 
ftb. t iiicntc- They live apart frtirn their wives. 1.1. 5 urtt> nnl 
shave nr cut their h n ir. Their ft*>d f* laid for them nn fcnvc* 
and they take it up with their month or a *utk ; fauL«A*iicf 
an ftltendanl fords them, junta* hr might f«d n nuin whom 
limbs win* palsied.' fosowg the SamfU>f British has* 

Africa persons who hftve handled ■* «*P* ^ * ™*J 

anoint Uwlr bodies with fot- ** %r 

live in the hut of the deceased hit day a AH tl)c--c 

days they .nay W* he by Imy* « 

"Opt drink milk; and they owy ihH U*"* rfXM J n lL ll J*" 
hui^but must eat it with «hr IwTpof ■ potslrerd nr dup 
<rf aetturd/ Similarly in H* M# and HftThoaKU 
tribes of South Africa men «b> hut *H a pave mgr n< 
touch loot! ruth their finger, till the rile of tbcir pur t.cai,or 
are accomplished 1 meantime they eat « th U* lwlp 0! 
spootii 1 f they broke lid* rule, itl* thoogbl ib*i Uiey 

StwwJS-p^ »*. u,c * •* 5 
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of initiation has to go awa y to the mountains and si ay there 
for a while* sometimes for more thou six months uniter the 
charge of one or more old men i and aJI the time of his 
absence among the mountains lie may not touch cooked 
food with his hands ; the food w put into his mouth by the 
matt who looks after him . 1 

r.-\r.Ai, Among Lh-j Shuswap of British Columbia widows nrui 

rnolnm widowers In mourning arc secluded and forbidden to touch 
-ii.. ih^ Uiclr awn he ld at body ; lEl^ cup:- and cooklitg-vcsads which 
they u-l- may he us*d by tie otm else. They must build 
a awcit-houso beside s creek, sweat there all night and 
bathe regularly, after which they must rub tbdr hodlra 
with branches of spruce. The bra itches may not be used 
more than once, and when they have served their purpose 
they arc stuck into the ground all round the hut No hunter 
would oatae hot such moutnei^, Cor their presence is unlucky. 
If their shadow were to fall on any one* he would lie taken 
ill lit ona\ They employ thorn bus he* fur bed and pillow,, 
in order ia kcr-p away the ghost of the deceased ; and thorn 
trashes are aJso laid all around ibrrir beds. 1 This last pir- 
cnutlon shews dearly whvtt the pi ritual danger fa which 
lead? in the exclusion of such persons from ordinal society; 
h Is simply a fear of the ghost who is supirased to be hover* 
ing n*ar them. Among the Thompson Indians of British 
Columbia the persons who handled a corpse and dug the 
grave were secluded for tour days. They fasted until the 
body was buried, after which they were given foo l apart 
from the other people. They would not touch the food with 
fcheli hands, hut must put H into their mouths with sharp, 
pointed slicks. They ate off jl small mat. and drank ant of 
birth-bark cup*. which, together with Lhc tmtt r were thrown 
away =-t the end of the four days- The first four mouthful* 
uf food, is wet) as of water* had to be apll into the fim 
During their -tccliuicin they bathed In >i ilreatn ami might 
nut sleep with their wives. Widows and widowers were 
obliged to ub^iw rules of a similar bind, l rm mediately 
after tlie death they went out and passed through a patch of 
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rose-bush« four times, probably in order to ml themseiresi^. 
nf thf: ghost, who might be supposed to «ti & » lhw,t - 

For - year they bail to sleep or* a bed of fir-bon-by «t*-*N *** 
which *ueka (if roMT'^oiiici vierc laid; many wore twig* c* 
redbush Mild juniper hi a piece of buck ski unn ihdr p™v AlutThf* 
The first four days they might not W^ut ute 

with ^pointed sticks ami W* the first four mnuthfah 

of each meal, and the first bn* "^"£' 12 * * 
widower might not fidt « ^'-ther mans 
with another ««* net: if he did, it «*JW 
amt the net Useless for the K iw Transplumcd a 

trout into another take beffce releasing it he Wew on the 
head of the fish, and after chewing dce ^g^J^ 
the grease or, Us head in onler to remove the ba ™"" 1 
of'hi, touch, Then he let tic trout £, Mag k 
and asking it to yroj^.i'-c its kind rn pleut,. n 
I i" *l, iT i widow Of #Jdowtr sat or tay down qu 

"-3^ sysr; ^ 

h “ 11 “f”'i,""nll «i« ta He to™ "" l>» <”"• "« 

, of toy b„„d,.6»» to 

WO " ld , 7 “ 'St toW. gtm to™ taring 
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to . totoO l*n«l “i f< L to.. 1 , .U 

never tme 3 knitc to v«s*d m cnmnUWt 

their teeth i they «JV **»« for 
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the purpmc; J d ’ b ^ tlwm in ftak hand* as 

**k A, ' d J/Stt co .«.|»tsce> which anr 

disinfect*^ to “ " hatwlflnc the dead.* Among the 
supposed in follow from h.nunnif, 
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1 tld!ATI I-rite* of Quinn CW [title Sound jt wislow or 
WEdauer [ytTc-5 itiki special mourning 1 tor a month ; among 
the &D>kimo: the per in d of mourn kg is four months. 
During this time he or she Uv^ apart in a very small hnr 
behind the house, eating and drinking flrPm? F and using tor 
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thru purpose dishes which are not employed by other 
members of the tribe, 1 

Among ihe Agutamos! who inhabit Palawan, otie of the 
]Philippine Inlands, u widow may not leave her hut lor seven 
or eight days after the death ; and even then she may only 
go out at an hom when she k not likely to meet anybody, 
for whoever looks upon ho dies a sudden death. To prevent 
Lhia fata] eivUsirophc, the widow knocks with a wooden peg 
on the trees nii slid goes iljOiijt thtjs warning people of Iier 
dangerous proximity; and the very trees on which she 
knocks soon dle. fc So poi^anouj- is i.be atmosphere of death 
that ^UTTOaiida thc^e us whom the ghrni af the departed 
ni iy be thought lo cleave, In Us Mekeo district &f British 
New Guinea a widower Jona nil hff civi] light# And become* 
a todal OUttx-I. Jin object of fear anti hmior, ihiUtiiKd by all 
He may tint cultivate a garden, nor *hew hfmsclf in public, 
nor traverse the village* nor walk eft the rviad* ami pallia. 
Like a wild beavl he must skulk in the fang grti&s and the 
bushes; Anil if he see* or hear* any One mining, especially 
A woman, he must hfifc Itdlind a tree or a thicket. If; he 
wtihe* to h*h or hunt, lie must do ll atom and at night. El 
he would consult any one, even the mhtfbnary, he does so 
by stealth and .4 night; hn seotnr. to have h» : hr^ ^ocie and 
n peaks only in wtmper*. Were Ice to* jo hi a part y of fishers 
or huuhTs, his pKwence would bring misfortune on them ; 
the ghost of his dead wife would frighten nway the fish or 
the game. lie goes about everywhere and at od times 
armed with a tomahawk to defend himself, nor only against 
wild boar* Tn the jungle, hut against the dreaded spirit of 
his departed spouse, who would do him urs 111 turn if *hd 


MS. .M. 11 NlH im Ainl Oli- 

*-rrifTEfii^l fTb ih* I n( 

(It Nifi 1 huni4 ran t-4 V • "*•". nn bikini 
anJ. iJUCrrU C-KltV' foatwifi *** —^ 
7 yttmrUfrJ*! JA/ .WnJ 1 Xb*,vf 

C**±Li Aw 40 JiiflF tSif, "H- '• 


I *T J.li: U iSHS] Train. S:iUjU±i i'L 

IT' I s ^ 

1 r 3llu.n5irf!tfSlt F ■» tlLrt iHf Bnft*- 
4*9 tfl^i NUvqtp nn .3 i Itf 
Tnui^rsjiix mu TbtdtqUiifliip OTf*W, 
Hi- js, 


MOUA'A'E fiS 7ABG0&P 


l-l* 


oauJil; (brail E li r smiU the dead are iimlii'niurt -Ltstl Ihdr 
only delight b lo harm tU living , 1 

§ 3 . fftrmrtv ktlwtrt tif *tni CMLiuirth 

In general. m may my tlws the prohibition w uie tbr 
vessel?, garment*, and sr> <m trf r rtain petwrn, and the 
supp>^l to folio* an irifnetisns of the ml*, at* exactly the 
same whether the f^f^vns lo whom the things L<[uji^ me 
saerrd or y'ibAt we might call unclean and jKdltUed, As ilir 
garirmiiu which have been Lone bed by ^ ucr^d diW hill 
those wh*> handle them, so do Hie thing* whfcfc l»« I*® 
toikcltcd fcri* a Tncn&lmoaii wiSGftait* An Amdrulran bbi ■-li¬ 
fe 3 low, who discovered that hi* wife had lain on hi* blanket 
;H her menstrua) period, killed Iter and died of lei™ Wnmif 
wdlbhi n fortnight? Hence Atafltmltan * oust: 11 at these Itntes 
are forbidden under pain of death tn touch anything that 
men ix?r or even to walk on a path that any man nctitienl*. 
They lire also fltstuckd 3? childbirth, *(*! *11 vrk!* in-J by 
them duritiK theii seclusion are burned* jii Luanda Ui^ 
poo which a wcitniti louche; while th- Inpiiiity ■< chili!birth 
or of tncintraiiijon is On her should be destroyedIF**** 
arid shield* defiled by her touch -wie not destroyed 'rut only 
purified t No Esquimaux of Alaska frill willlnfity *#« out 

UifHhc *AHie cup or eat out of *h» dish tl^t . U*» 

used by A woman at lice confinement bniil it bas l«rn 
by certain incantation** Amongst mrar *1 tbc Indr.iiu of 
North America, frdmert »t menstruation ^ 

touch men's Mtawfl* wIlkh ^d J* ' n ,l * ,A.^ 
touch that (heir «*&*»* «« "outd b: 
mischief or ini.fortunft* For instant*, in «« «f ll * Tlhnch 
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__ °f trJl f s Sifls verging on maturity f^kc care I hit; (hr 
n-U «! Wishes out of ivhich they cat are used by no one cJ.se. When 
h^«nu their first periojieal tfekness comes on, they ,*re fed by their 
mothers or nearest kinswomen, and will on no account touch 
the** food with their own lands. At the aims time they 
abstain from touching their heads with their hands, and keep 
® small stick to scratch their heads with wtrfcn they itch. 
They remain outside the insure iri a hut built fur the purpose, 
and wear a skull-cap made of skin to fit VCT y tight, which 
they never lay aside till the first monthly infirmity IsjK^F- 
A fringe of shell*, bones, ami -o on hangs down froiftdCr 
ibrchiud so i, to cover their Cycs,l«t any malicious stu Vlto 
sl “ uJ ‘ J ha ™ thc ™ during this critical period. 1 ’ Amcig 
tlie DCu* ami most other American tribes, hardly any j : j ler 
bt-ng was the object of so much dread its a menstrua frig 
womai}. As soon « signs of that condition made l 1cni - 
sclvea apparent in a young girl she was carefully segregated 
front all but female company, and had to live by hereof in a 
small hut away from the gare of the villagers or of the male 
member- of the roving band. While in that awful st** ahe 
had to , t h i tain from touching anything belonging to n a n lit 
tlte spuiis of any venison or other animal, lest sin- 
thereby pollute the Siime, and condemn the huril-o te 
failure, owing to the anger of the game lints slighted, Dried 
fish formed her diet, and cold Water, absorbed through * 
drinking tube, was her only beverage. Moreover. B a the 
very sight of her was dangerous to society, a speck! akin 
buunet, with fringes foiling over her f;i« <3o U *h her 
brs^, hid her from the public gore, even some time 
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/’ J * be lwd WO*waed her normal state.'-' Among Oic 
Brlfati Indfen'i of Cast* Rica a nicm<(ruouB woman b 
M linden Tito only ptous rite .nay 

,lSc ' 0f ^ ltr a,r l»nana fcavci, which. when she lins 
iJotic with them, die tJtrmri away in some sequestered 
; Tor were a cow to find them ,md eal thrro, the animal 
wouhj wane *way and perirh. And she drfokt out of B 
ipeefa] vessel frtr a hire rrason - became if any one drank 
out of the same cup after her, he would utirdy die.* In 
the to to i wit ot Mulrniiig atnJ SaiUii, in Tom* Straits, girf# 
at their first menstruation an; tr:ctly secluded from U.c 
s'Kln oi men, In Mabuiag ihr reclusion ',*nu three tnimtlis, 
in Salbal about a fortnight During the time of her actum* 
lion Uic Ctrl it forbidden to feed hendf or to handle food, 
whldi i» put Into bet mouth by women or gfrJi told off to 
wait ott her* 


Among many peoples aimitor restrictions are imposed iv™, 
on Wmnen in cJiIEiJIk:.! .ind apparently fur '.iitiilm —Twi ns ■ 

« inch period! women are supposed to be En a da.,™^ "effii 
condition which would Infoct imy person or thing tlirj 
ttiiyln touch . hence they ire put into quarantine unlit, with 
the r l, very of their health and strength, the (mnwinaTv 
d^ri r; .,T has pjw^t ***y. Thus, in Tahiti ,, VM „, ^ 
childbirth was secluded for a fortnight or three weeks In 
<* temptifaty hut erectrd on sacred ground; during die 
time Of her redndfta *be «, debarred from tcuchbw pro- 
v.rjona, atid had to be fed by another Further, If any 
mat die touched the child at (fait period, he was subjected 
to the rime restriction it as the rant hot until the ceremony of 
her jireifk.it ion had been performed * Similarly In Mamdiiki, 
ait island of the Southern Itonfic, for ten days after h« 
delivery a wuitan war, rot ullowed to handle food, and had 
to be fnl by »mc other person.' In U K Shmuyofo trfbe of 
Britidi New Guinea, for about ■ month after her umfincaicni 
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T*Ja woman may not prepare or handle fond ; die m*y nqi 
JW ? ' *r."^. l even cook fur hersdf, and v. hen she is rating the food 
ladiiidM. made ready for her hy her friend-. -he nnu*t use a 
sharpened t*rick to transfer it \o her mouth* 1 Similarly 
in the Roro and Mckw districts of British Hew Guinea a 
woman after childbirth become* for a time taboo 
and aoy person or thing she may chance to touch 
become* taboo also, Accordingly during thin time she 
abstains from cooking; for were she to cook food; not only 
the victuals themselves but the |*>t and the fire would he 
tabooed, so that nobody could cut the victuals or use tbe 
pot, or warm himself at the fine- Further a 1 meals she may 
no! dip her hand into the dish and help herself* as the 
tturives commonly do; she must use for tSie pmpose a long 
fork, with which the takes up the banana*, sweet potatoes 
yjttatp and so forth, in order nut to Conti miOBte H e reft of 
the food in the! vc^sd by die touch of her fingers. If she 
wishes to drink, a gourd h «ct before her, and wrapping up 
her hand- In a doth or coco-nut fibre die (hum? the waiter 
into a small calabash for her u« „ or die may pour the water 
directly ink* her mouth without letting the gourd touch her 
lip* If any thing has to be banded to her, it 3a not given 

fentn hand to hand but reached to her at the end of a tong 
stick*" Similarly in the island of Kadiak, off Alaska a 
woman about td be delivered retire* to a miserable taw 
bovd built uf reeds, where xhe must rermtrn for twenty day* 
after the birth of her child* whatever the season may be, and 
she h considered so unclean that no one will touch hcr p and 
food \s reachnd to her nn sticks* 1 In the Ba Peril and Ba* 
Thonga tribes of South Africa a woman in childbed may 
not touch her food with her hands alt the time id tier 
seclusion ; she must rat with the help <jt a wwden spoon 
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They think thai if she Ic-ueheil her victual h ?hr infect Tut-r.i 

than wvitii her bluesly (\nx t arid that having p.ntiikrti ni sudi 
tnililed FiKnl >he would Tail in Jo a cohfomjptim/ The Reilitt iritL.-.di^j 
Indians regard tlir pollution ufctiildbcd as much mure danger- 
emit even than tiuit <if mamtrust fun* When a woman feds her 
font tpprtrachm[:, ilie Inform i he? Husband* wlm make* haste 
to bull'd a hut for her th a lonely upot, Tlwrir *hr nvn&t live 
alone, hulling tko convene with anytxKjy save her mtHber 
or amithtr woman* After her delivery (he meiUeltic man 
purifies her by breathing on her ami laying nn animal, it 
imutera not what, upon her Hot even this crmiaotiy only 
mitigate her tmclearn’rtSs* Into a state tcmsjdeidd lo U? 
equivalent to that of a maistuwu* woman; atul for a lull 
lunar month *he must Jht? apart from her kuusematcj, 
observing the time rufor with regard to rating and drinking 
at ttt her monthly perkwh The taw h still win*?, the 
pollution i* s' 11 cnoTe deadly, if shir ha* had a ntbcamagr 
ha* been delivered Of a fftiUbdfn child tu that eaie *h* 
may nor go near a living send the mere contact with thing* 
die hm used k eaEC^edlngly dangerous her foos! 1* handed 
to her a| the em! erf a long atidc* This last* generally for 
three weekfl* after which file may go home mbjeci unijr 
to the rcslrlcirom modem to an ordinary confinement/ 

Among the Aim m" finest Goll^ of Southern India, wlurti 
4 woman lerb the first, painsiof labour, ihe h turned clean 
out of ihe village arid must lak^ up her quartern in a UmJc 
hut made tri leave* or mat* about two bu ndjed yards 
,away. tn thU liut the mu*t bring forth her oikplng 
minified* unlru a midwife cam be fetched In tune to be with 
her before the child It born ; U the midwife arrives after tlic 
birth ha* taken |diu*e she may nut go near the woman, l-u* 
ninety dayi ihr mother live■ in tiu? hut by herself. If any 
* erne touches her. he ur ihe become*, like t he mother hcr*r l t 
an outcast and h expelled from the village for three uumthv 
THe irrHtUii'f h unhand generally makes a IHtlc but abont 
fifty yards Iron hen itud slay:* in It wine*Jntra to watch 
over her. but he may not go neai her on pain of being an 
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tiutc^l for three mouth*- E',. . 1 h placed m tin: ground 
mur the woman 1 * hut and she mke« it. On the fourth dny 
after ihe birth n woman of the village giK.u to her and pour*, 
water on tier, but ttifty not come into contict with her. 
On the fifth day the villager* dear away the Lottes and 
thorny lmdies from a patch of ground about ten yards i>ti 
the viStage able of the hut, and to (hi* clearing the woman 
remote* her hut unaided; no one may liulp her to do so. 
On tlur ninth, fifteenth, and thirtieth day* she again shift* 
her hut nearer imi nearer fi> the village , ami again unce in 
iTfidi nf tite uvd following month* she bring* her hut Mill 
nearer On th^ ninetklh day of her seclusion the wo nun 
h called out from her hut, washed* dad in clean clothes, and 
after being liken to the vtilage temple h conducted to her own 
home by u man of (he caste, who performs purificatory 
ccfcmoniem . 1 

These customs shew rhat tn the opinion of some primitive 
people* a woman at and after childbirth h pervaded by a 
certain dangerous influence which can infect any thing and 
Anybody the touches; so thas in the interest of the com- 
tn unity it becomes necessary to seclude her from society 
for a while until the virulence of the infection has passed 
away, when, after submitting to certain rites of purlficatior?, 
she is again free to mingle with her fellows. This dread of 
lying-in women appears to be widespread, tot the practice 
of shutting them up uS me h lime In lonely huts away from 
the rest of the people is very common Sometimes the 
nature of the clanger w I licit i_» apprehended from them is 
explicitly staled. Thus in the bland of Tumleo, off German 
New Guinea ( after thr birth of her first child a woman i=' 
shm up with her infant for five to eight day > during which 
nn man, not ertn her bualwrid, may sec her; for the men 
think that were they to sec her, their bodies would awdl up 
and I hey would die* Apparently their notion is that the 
sighi of a woman who has just been big with child will* cm 
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tLie principle!! of homoeopathic vnfrgic, make their t«> iies bi^ &&&** 
aitK> to bursting. The Sulk* of Mifff Britain imagine Ili-nt # 

when a vviunmi lias *■ ■■ n (]•■ ir.rncd -i ■disltl* the it■ c 

become cowardly* wruj'Orn Ipse their fr'rcr, and ** ^ 3 BST 
winch are in be planted out atr. deprived of their power of 
germinating, Hence they perform a erten icmy which i- 
intended to counteract this roysieriou* iiifluetKe on men and 
plants A* soon as it fr known that a woman ha*i bed! 
brought to bed, a[] tins mile population of the village 
assembles in the men's chibhmi.ee, Bran chef of a Miong- 
smelling tree arc fetched, the twig^ arc broken off, she leaves 
stripped off and put on tim fer& All the men present then 
sdbte branches with young buds- One of them hold*, ginger 
in his bud* which, after ndting a spell ewet it, lie distribute* 
to the others* They chew ft and spit ft out on the twig?* 
and these twigs are afterward* bid on tlw shield* and other 
weapons £n the house* and j|so on the sliju which uc to be 
planted.; moreover they arc fastened on the roof* ami over 
the doorways of the house* In this way they ^vk to annul 
the noxious infection of childbirth- 1 Among die V + ihim of 
German New Guinea, when n birth his taken place in the 
village, ull the inhabitants remain at h me next miming 
lp in order that the fruits of the field may riot l>c ipbifod- 1 
Apparently they tear that if they went out to their field* 
and garden* fntmedtatdy aficr a womern had been brought 
to bed* they would carry with them a dangerous contagion 
which might blight the crops. W hen a Hereto woman ha? 
given birth to a child, her fcmate tsompssnloin hastily con* 
struct a r.pedal hut for her to which she h tfpnsrfimed IkjSh 
the hut and the woman ore sacred and * for thi * rc4>mi p the 
men arc not allowed to see the lying ^ woman until the 
navel Hiring hut separated from the child, olhcrwiMr the} 
would become weaklings* and when Inter they jumhtmK that 
h w go to w ar with Spear and bOw t they would Ik fiboL ’ b 
T hus the Hereto like die Su-k* appear to imagine that the 
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weakfios* of n lying in woman can, on the principles oi 
hinnocoji.it3iic magic, infect an y men who may chance to 
vre her. 

Among tin: Saeagacm Indians of extern Ecuador, as 
L h;^ *aon l ' ,_ a woman feeJi the travail-pang* hr ginning,. slxr 

r- « rcltrt-i inio the forest to i distance- of three or fotrr leagues 

tSiiUd from her home, when: she Ufcts up her abode in a hue of 
fccSf ™ which ha.i been already prepared for her. ‘'This 
miu haninhmcnt. 1 we arc told, " is the fruit of the superstition 
of these Indians, who are persuaded that the spirit of evil 
would attach himself to their house if the women were 
brought to bed in it" 1 The Esquimaux of Baffin Land 
think that the body of a lyijtfpii* woman exhales h vapour 
which would adhere to the souls of scab if she ate die flesh 
of any seal,* except such as have liccn caught by her 
husband, by k hoy, nr by in aged man. *Casea of prema¬ 
ture birth requite particularly careful treatment The event 
must be announced publicly, chc dire results will follow. if 
a woman should conceal from the other people that she ha^ 
had a premature birtli,. they mr^Jsfc come (tear her, at even 
eat in her hut of the seals printed by her husband The 
vapor arming from her would thus aJTccl them, and they 
would be avoided by the scab;. The trm*gie^ioei would 
also become attached to the soul pi the seal, which would 
* rake It down to Sc tin V the mythical mother of the ^ea- 

tuaiumaJLs, who Elves in the lower world and control the 
dcitinks of mankind,* 

Some Bantu tribe* of South Africa entertain even more 
exeggefated notions of the drtdem infection ipmad by a 
Erynj woman who has had a miscarriage and baa concealed it 

olwmr of thew people tel la u* that the 
blood of childbirth lh appear to the eye* of the South 
***"' Africans to be tainted with a pollution still more dangerous 

AhilIJL than that of the mr-flstmal fluid, Tile hiubaihi U excluded 

from the hut for eight dayi of the lylrigdn perind, chiefly 
from fear lhal In- might be contaminated hy this secretion. 
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lie dare out take his child in his arms for the tlim* first 

"‘,£TJ£ the birtii. *« .h. u« of ST 

particularly terrible when ft i* the pmduet of « tm*cartmge j, ( , 0lW 
c««da1ty *• cunattUif txiirarriw. In this ca*eh 
32 the man Who is threaten' d nr killed, it U »h* whole 
countiv, it is the *ky itself which wife* By a cur.ou^s* 
A ,s.xiiti»ct of ideas a physiological bet nux* cosmic 
trouble* I " 1 ^ htii, for example, the Ba-i'cdi Ik-.icvc that a 

wmnBti who has procured abortion can kill * man mwcly y 
lying with him; her victim is polsonetl, «Hrlvcb up,‘ lhl _ 
die* within a week. As for the di^irow* ** 

miscarriage may liM «< the whole country I will quote the 
wtffd* of a nwSdbiMnwi and ram-maker of the 1 J ' r *- 
tribe 1 “When u woman ha* had a m&arrUg*; wlUJO * 
has^ftHowedl her Wood to flow, and bar MM* «*child, ft 
is enough to cause the burning winds to blow *i.d t“ P« c > 
the country with heat. The ram no longer bU, for 
«urSryi* no longer it, order. When the ram 
Z |.b« where the blood is, it nlll mtl ten ** -W^ 

,V W ill frar and remain a: a distance. That woman baa 
committed a great bolt, She has spoiled the country of 
E3E fnr L has hidden bk*d wWch had md yet bc^n 

ISfiSmZ** "*» * T *f. 

,Ji A 11 should never drip on the road ■ Tlir clu.I 

assemble W* men nod say to them,* Are you tn wdt* m ... 

SErnl* 9«W we Will answer,'Such and such a woman 
iT^nt^d wc have not yd *en *MjW**. 

i»« w*k- *' «f>r 

l w -ter ‘1-i.kfc IU N* * 

!EirSSS«S «* =-■>• ■>*> «» ** 

Th™ (he country *UI Ik moiitorirtl »g»!n (by nUj, 

.; ft j i^g- ^aaiS cirtM-. . IrtMr •)» 
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Contain the bNxxJ. fhcy briu^ it Lo u one morning. JF 
wej wiili Lu prepare medicine with which lo sprinkle the 
whob country, we crumble this earth to powder ; nt the end 
of five day- -end little Iby-? and Iftllc g-hK girl* that yet 
know nothin" of women** affairs and have iiC^I yet had 
relation* with men. We put tin. medicine- in she hnru £ of 
oxen, and iheiC children go to ail the fords, to alt tile 
entrances of the country. A little girl sum-. up the noil 
with her mullock, the nlbcra dip * brand* in the ham and 
sprinkle the hviiiks of the took raying, 'Knint rain I 1 So 
we remove the mkfortiinr which the women have brought 
on the toads i the rain will hr slide lo come. The country 
ll purified ! M1 

Similarly the Ba-Thnnga, another Bantu tribe of South 
Africa In the valley trf the IJmpopo river. Attribute seme 
droughts to the concealment of miscarriage* by women* 
and Jhey perform the fo] lowing rite* lo remove the pollu¬ 
tion nnd procure mm, A small clearing U made in n 
thick and thorny micd* and here a pot h buried in the 
ground mi that its month is fluah with the surface l ? roru 
ilia jKrt four channel* nm in the form qf a cross to the four 
cardinal points of the horizon Then a black ox or a 
black m:n t without a speck of white nri it* ts feilkd and the 
pot is jEUticd with the half-digested gras* found in the 
animal's *iomach. Next, little gids, still in the age of 
innocence, are sent to draw water, which they pour into (be 
pot till ft overflows Into the four channels. After that the 
women assembly strip off their dollies, and covering ihrfr 
nakedness only with a scanty petticoat of grass they dance, 
leap,and ring* *■ Rjilrt, hill 1 “ Then they go ami t% up the 
remain* or the prematurely boro infant* itinl, of twin* buried 
in dry ground on a ML These they coded m one place. 
No man may approach Che *pob The women would heai 
any male who might be so indiscreet as to intrude an their 
privacy, and tltey would put riddles to him which he would 
have to answer in th*.- must filthy language borrowed from 
the drcumeiMion ceremonies ; for obscene words, which arc 
Usually fmlridririi* are customary am! legitimate on th-: e 
iMxarioRJL The uinran.i p^ur water on the graves of she 

1 IL A- Jt.ti.ilI, ^ ^ Ijft if. 
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iiifimls and of twin* in - ukf w « eitllufflMi 
JS tiiL- native* 1* . *hkU s*™ to imply the 

«te thought to be the source of the scorching heat 
Skh is blasting the count.y. At the fall nf evening *=/ 
bury all the remains they have discovered, POjgftjjg 

a wily in the mud war 3 ««ai&- Thc “ lht ™" wtM U V 

to fell* In these cronies the J*U*tg of w hM 

channel* which run In the direction of the four 

hca ven is dcatiy a chart,, M W th. 

oat hie magic to procure min, The supj^c-d mflucnee ->f 

ZiL over The wa.cr* of beavtm and the use fl foul ^ngoage 

at rain-making eeremotii<3 l»V* '*«« lUultrafcd m arnthri 

FR A^ThTiatfvw of the 8wt>a So'n vuJJey /"^JJJJSST* 
during the fir* month after a m>» h°* *■« ' 
a child, all the poisons of the fa*«e are wppo*«f “ 
a ffc'tcd with ail evil destiny of Ql luck cniled *»*■ *tw 

H R » S™tror «h » W.MI -» *'»<’*' 

i raMes m u w «y <■> w*. “ v “ 1 r ,e ,r **£"**“ 

Should a member of family m which -omewidy 
{TiLmly ill have l« enUtf a bouse infected byxhr^ 
££U returning hem he uhvays : hsmjtf - £ 

, t ,rleaves or K-m, other plant in order to <td bu*^Uvi he 
infection which be ha* contracted; for they fear hut the 
Wood of the woman who has taB ***&* to W «JJ>™ 

Ihe patient All the time a house is tinted with the fh ng 
brAnc l, of cactus ****"*&<* 

t hung at 'L door The *mo thing k done to a »W 
infwttd by small- pox r it 1* * danger ■«"■* » ™ 
,,ooide off The^Mf**"** disappearswhen die woman 

Lb one to market for the fit* t*™ child 

of a *imilur belief in the dangerous (nf«l.fl« of du.d- 
S«f‘ he -cm hi the rule of ancient C.rcek frijpem. 
M forbade pmo»* who M handled a corpse or been in 

£ with a tying* «°nH* I”""* 

W1 altar for a certain time, sometime* ^ *J* 
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RefUricltons 44 tul in boos like Llujse laid on Eiiensmiou* 
L ujti lying-in women me Imposed by some savages orl Lui^ 
at the initiatory tfjea which celebrate the attainment of 
puberty; better wr may later tint at such time-? young 
men ore suppled to be In a stale Like Lh.ii of women at 
inenstriuLtipti and lit childbed, Tini£. amtiug Lite Creek 
Indian* a lad at initiation had io abstain Tor twelve moons 
from picking lib ears or scratching Ms head with hli 
fingers , lie had to h_ho a inudl »tick (hr lhe*e purposes. 
For four motm* lie must have a fire of hb own to cook 
hi* food at; and u Utile gfri, a virgin, r nig hi cook for him. 
Dtiring iHe fifth moon any person might cook for htrn, tail 
be must verve hiffudf first, and ib#i otic spoon and [van 
On the fifth day of the twelfth moon he gathered corn 
coimp burned them to ashc% nod with thr ashes tubbed his 
body all over. At the end of the twelfth mmn hr iwcrUed 
Under blankets* and then bathed in wafer, which ended the 
ceremony., While the cctcinonte* lusted* he might touch no 
one but UtU who wrre undergoing a like cotir.se of initiation. 1 
Caffre boys at circumcision Jive secluded: In a special hm; they 
are smeared fmm head to foot mth white day ; they wear fail 
tend dtr eases *v it h horn-1 Ike project lorn and short skirt □ like 
those of bal let <hAipeers, When thw wound^ aro litaJcd, all ih,e 
ve^- : --d « which they had used dm by: rhe<r seclusion eutd ihe 
boyish mantles which they had hitherto worn ure burned. 
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together with the hut, and the l»ys rush away from the 
burning hut without looking back, J lest u fearful cur-t 
should ding to llictn," After that they air bathed, 
anointed, and dud in new garments , 1 


§ 4, Warrinrt tabeotd 


Once more, warriors are conceived by tiio savage 
move, so 10 say, in an atmosphere of spiritual (Unger which 
constrains them to practise a vari-ly of fiiperstitiou* nb«rv- 
anccs quite different in their nature fntm time rational 
precautions which, as a matter of course, they .ulopt against 
foes of tksh and blood. The general of lilts* observ- 

ances fit tt> place the warrior, both befnn: and after victory, 
Jn I he same state of seclusion or spiritual quarantine in 
which, for Ills own safety, primitive man puis hi* hitman 
gods and other dangerous character*. Thun when the 
Maoris went out on the war-path they were sacred or taboo 
in the highest degree, ami they and their friend- at home 
had to observe strictly many curious cm-toms ever and above 
the mimcroui* taboos of ordinary life. They hetume, in the 
irreverent language of Curopeanm who kne^ d em in the 
old fighting days. “ tabooed an inch I hick m ; and as Tnr the 
Jesiler of the expedition, he was quite unapproachable . 1 
Simiiitrly, when the Israelites inarched forth to war they 
were bound by certain rales of ceremonial purity Identical 
with rule* observed by Maoris and Australian black* 
fellows (in the war-path. The vessels they used were 
? 4i;:r(i. amt they had to practise onlinencc and a custom ol 
personal cleanliness of which tlir original motive. If *r may 
judge from the avowed motive 01 savage, who conform 10 
the same custom, was a fear lest the enemy should obtain 
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the mfihe of rhdr perron^ and <hu-. bn ttfl&btad to work 
thrif dcayuciloti by m^ic 1 Among same- Indian Lritws of 
N't-jrth America ;< you tig warrior in hi* first campaign had to 
conform to certain ruh-toma, of which two were Identical with 
the r:h: npVmr - imposed by the same Indiana on girls at 
their first menstruation: the vusds he ale and drank Cttt of 
might be touched by no other person* and he was forbidden 
to scratch his. head or any other part of his body with his 
finger*- if he could not help scratching himself, he had to 
do ft with a stick.- The I alter rule, like the one which 
forbids a tabooed perron lo feed himself wiLh hts own fingejs, 
seems to rest on the uippuscd sanctity or pollution, which¬ 
ever we choose to call it, of the tabooed hands , 1 Moreover 
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(imong these Indian tribes the men on the war-path hnd 
always to step at night With tlmir laces UKWti lowwls 
thair own country ; however uneasy ilw posture they ought 
[ltrt chftti^* ir. l'hry might nut sit upon the hare ground, 
nor ivet their feet, nor Walk on a faesilen path if they could 
help it ; when they had is« theto by! to walk on a p.irh, 
they sought to counteract the III eftet of doing so by 
doctoring their tegs with certain medicine or diaona which 
they carried with them far the purpose. So member of ihe 
party was permitted to step over the leg■*. hands, or body of 
any other member who chanced to be dutog or lying on the 


milhtkrfi. Ii i* ftt-Cfnd ** 

K.wnJri 4 tl »>» Cllini 

liiunim Adi1 ►« luiflTi F 1 *9) ■ 
ihr. huih ra the tnift wort 

4 ppocRET.il n*rp fnnt ** t * kp 

dESran d' the Mfiftd ]WfH 2 til,) mha 
dim d tMf rdl&uti rn^bi mi 
*t>i L h hll hrty *lth Eli* 

hot rjrlif-J * *bck mi Ili * hth 

mhish iiir 4 U '!;lj [iqw b 

. .. . ,-r hh ptittlhocd |» Uit W 

tu- prut P 3=FiHf itrl-i ,^lcKcz^. 

but be kb.C Hii.nllr ltl= M=n-J 
™pc rail — a hk*tt (W. w r W*L**| 
" j lutury of the 0 jttnnyN ,B 
y ,-** v - 

tiasst PP « *h to VB, *J°1 k 
rte k!i<> *lw»t to alfc > > 1 * 
mIhm wimltfii- **» 1*'"* 

fcU fci* III* Ifcte* bf » ftrirn C .JJ J? _fl 
owin.Knlto. 'Uttufi »Wcl< In «<rW 

|}jr fr iYm of ■ r lrtT OT tntlrJ 

wtnifT-vtfil b bctuffb hJn-wir If 
ItetJpafA*-fiMmam** **■ ^ 1*1 ™ 
it w*% 11 Y J } *f J- E >‘ ipfS i , J^/ lL 
C)l:Ewsilling /*> AVirr-^ **-• P 

twil- Svriiat ttf the I'ftraibn ltalrtm 
SX^I t* nrrt-K- >«*■ 

jmtMui ite br 

rnnA r*Wn£ 10 w«*h t.i 

[ru^rwuww-ijifc 
iMdi-lm Iher ^ 4 .* l * h # 

uklt- S« f-l rtrAnws"i^ ,n ^f rtrt 

p sa* t'i* 

J p n rt/u*» rj'-'iimtn tT^jncd. fr-'iii 

KTHriuiiff ' ifult * bK 0«u 

iHnu Qkfttii (Jc ** » , ]l * R f 


ing ^ |Si? pit <4 0^ ^1 *bkl« rheLi 

Ittdn fejfl i^iwnrt, 

- flUoffb de! ^ 5 lW* w *■ ? & 
AeplkK tViViT*w * j 

ij-AlSiv* * & Auftna Mnti£w* 
y «frwt *» * 

Ai iL ^3^) F 

■a-ft, Att^iMsi the cl Krishh 

fj qff naj K PWflBB Hi IlfHk 
t* M. efclld^ ibe jasiicf Iwfti** *<P 54PI bmH 
mrk Ustft «E W* w-!r t^r* 
ikn tui Hh lh0 

rhllft PnltMB ihMa. tiithe tb» Larttib 

bm tooWfra cniiin ru^s wbnrh 

, 3 ti* a [ki tirf tCL *J flErt Ifi^i 

licpilt iH- thrirfi^ *nrh ih«T mill, U±i 
*t* (or Ihb &nu|<iH> * (■» “t 
p=Firs.tEiJ. Jl 5 b-v l«wlT ^ nafep 
^btehM *rjnld di¥ rw 4 n 

b?f +t* Life. £m It ^b.smti*l£la 

JPn'/ffl in /f"■p/j'Jfs.i- Hi JI *■ 

Ko^ne feU^ILd Of Ql 3 C=Hfrlsll 4 

lliat tt Ibcy laaltitFd '•Itia 

their ftirtTfl rfurllie ■ ^ T f' 

mOClj! t*lc **d 4 S* 

J|Mr Errlwriim A r"Th 

^J. |_ a, ^|4 !n alS 

nlllnfT, (In liflitik afl ^ M 

^ ntrrp^k Idtotr4 wbh ihr oJ 

litoi rtiil Vt l> dpti^TSW rt*ii Ict ihf 

fjvtM^r c 4 ilv* bnnrit to i«wtr Wl 
l*#ia* Tfc* cr U*} *U WNd 
itbi rod* pf iW libc «f IHtytr* ^ 
tis< doit, fly s-nt b»hiw 

liiirr. an ! hr njtfu r»* v* 

wqvi him-t 1 «o m B in* bWi. 
Ihit b k Mil rtili liF n=i fcwti.UM 
EO iwflcb biiafcW wtli bn «™ fwfttLt 

fe y /ri/HitH H. 

isj. 


60 


TABOOED PERSBXS 


CIrAf. 


gmiml; and it wa equally forbidden to step over hh 
union bUtiket, &m r ivmahawb, w anything that belonged tv him. 
*HfTi iWt if ibis rule wum inadvertently broken, it became the duty of 
Ihe member wlic^e person or property had been stepped over 
tu knock the other member down, .iiid it was similarly the 
duty of that other to be knoLked down peaceably and with¬ 
out r&ristanas. The vesreli nut of which the wurfaH ate 
thetr KkxJ wvre commonly tma II bowl* of wood or birch bark, 
with mark* to distinguish the two ddr* ; in marching fm tn 
hoimr the Indians invariably drank out of one side of the 
bowb and m reluming they drank out of ihc other- When 
on thefr way home they eame within a day's march of the 
Village they hung up alt therir bowls on trees, or threw them 
away or the prairie/ doubtless in prevent their sanctity or 
defilement fmm being comm an ic.a ted with disastrous effects 
to ihcir friends, just 44 we have seen that the vessels and 
dot he- of the sacred Mikado, of women at cii i Id birth and 
mummatfair, of boys at d reum iris ion, and of persons defiled 
by contact with tile dead are destroyed or In id aside for a 
•imihir reason. The first four timet that an Apache tridjiin 
goes out on the war-path, he is bound to re I rain from scratch* 
ing his head with Ire* fingers and from Jotting water touch 
his Sips Hence he cratches his head with a 3tick, ami 
drinks through a hollow toed or cane. Stick and irsd are 
attached to tire warriors i>c 3 t and to each other by a leathern 
thong , 1 The rule not to scratch their heads with rhdr 
fingers* but to use* a stick Tor I he purpose instead, was 
regularly observed by Ojehways on the war-pallu* 

Foe three dt four week? before they went mi a warlike 
t^Thr' eatpatiifen, the 'Suoi ka Indian* made it an invariable rule to 
* tlLo *** ' vaWr five dr dm« :1 tlifi when they washed 
Wprtri^r *mi scrubbed Lbcm^litta From head to foot with bus lies fatcr- 
With briars', that thdr hodie-s and faces were often 
^miiL entirely covered with blond During this severe exercise 
ilwy continually exclaimed, ' Good or great Ood f Set me live* 
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tiol I sick, find liic enemy. not I'car him. find him .i-.icqj, 
and kill * great many of them," All this lime they had no 
httcd 'mm- with their women, and tor a week before retting 
4>ut abstained from [casting and every kind of merriment. 
Poe the lint three days they wero almost constantly in the 
water, scrubbing and* lacemthtg themselves in a terrible 
manner. They believed that this hardened their skin, *r, 
that the wrs])Ain ol the enemy could not pierce them. 
Before they went out on the war path the Ankara* and the 
Nig Bellv Indian* (" Grot nMNf*] -titoervs □ ripwons 

last or ruihcr abstain from every kind of food for fern, day* 

In this interval their lnm. : i nation is ex.. »o delirium ; 

whether it U Through bodily witness or the natural effect 
or the warlike plaits they cherish, they pretend to have si™.xgc 
visions. The elder* and sage* of the Lribc. being called o|h>r 
to Interprel thew tin-aim, draw from them omens more or 
less favourable to the success erf the enterprise; and their 
explanations are received M oracle* by which the expedition 
will be faithfully reeled. So long as the preparatory' fast 
continue Thu wurriiw.i matte Ineiduns In their hodie*. insert 
pieces of wckvI in the Belli, and hflvm f ; fastened leather 
thoncs to them cam* thejnstJvM to be bung from a beam 
which is rose*) horfmnUUy above an sbyss a hundred and 
fifty f«t deep Often Indeed t1*y «il off one or two fiiiRer* 
which they offer in sacrifice to the Great Spirit In order that 
they may come hack laden with U « hard to 

conceive any wuisc of tmifiiti|; which could morn effectually 
meapadtnte men for the businwi or war than that which 
tW fool id) Indians actually adopted. With regard to 
the Creek Indians and kindred trib^ w<_- are told they 
-will not cohabit with women while they am out at war; 
liM . y relit-iousfv abstain from every kind of fmcrquifsr even 
with their own wive?, for the space of three day, end mght* 
before ihev go to war, mid so after ‘hey return home, 
becmise they ant to sanctify themselves. And a* a 
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preparation fur .sticking the enemy they "“go to the nfpie- 
§-m j winter house, and there drink st vv.irrn decoction of tli-jlr 
supjroscd holy consecrated hcriw and mots for three days and 
n^JiL-. iuineiiiui. - wlLhout any other refreshBurnt TliEs. is to 
Induce live deity to ^uaid and prosper them, amidst their 
Irttf^ndiri.; dangers. In the most promising appearance of 
thing *■ they Ate siut In take the least nuuridsmcftt of food, 
nor 30 much a* tu dt down, during that time of sanctifying 
themselves, till idler AunscL While on their expedition* they 
ire slot allowed to lean themselves admins! .t tree, though 
they may be exceedingly fatigued, after a sharp day's march ; 
nur must they lie by, a whole day to refresh themselves, or 
kill and barbie He deer and Ircmr fur their war journey, The 
more vtrhKBJf they are, they reckon the greater will be their 
agumit the enemy, by the bountiful smites of the 
deity. To K*in that favourite po:m, some of the -aged 
warriors narrowly watch the young men who are newly 
initiate }, lest the) should prove irrcligmus, nnd jmiphanc the 
holy fast, and bring mb fortunes cm the out-standing camp. 
A gentleman of my acquaintance, iri hr; youthful days ob- 
s^rsrftiJ iFTie of Iheir religious fustfi, but under the greatest 
suspiciuu of his virtue in this respect, though he had often 
beaded them against the common enemy : during their three 
dayi 1 purification, he was not allowed to go mil of the 
sanctified ground, without a trusty gourd, lest hunger should 
have tempted him to violate their del martial law, and by 
that means, have raised the burning wrath of the holy fire 
against the whole camp,** " Every ivnr captain chases a 
noted warrior, to attend on him and the company. He is 
called Efinil. or # the waiter/ Everything they eat or drink 
during their journey, be gives them out or his hand* 
bv a rigid abstemious rule,—though cadi carrier cm his 
bick all his travelling convcnicndcs, wrapt in a deer 
akiih yet they are ly bigoted in their rdigimi5 customs 
in wat th.it none, though prompted by sharp hunger or 
burning third, darts relieve himself They arc contented 
with udi trifling allowance u the re I i-ion % waiter distributes 
H> them, cvrM with a scanty tuukL Such n regimen would 
be t-io mortifying to any of the white people, let their opinion 
of Hi vlohuion be ever ro dangerous When 1 roved I he 
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wood* in a war party with th* - Intlintw, though t carflf: '* n ” 

JZ. nar botk,«(.», 1 «l« » »'>«««/“• «“ 

corketJ at each end, and ti^d Hi sheer now and then 
<1rlnk. while they suffered greatly by thirst The cons anty 
TL in mortifying their Wk, to tte *».« 

favour, is astoni-shiiiE. fnim the v«y time they bent »«»* 
tiil they return from their campaign. All the wln-e ffe»_ 

OdL they are prohibited by ancient com 
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of south Africa, not only havrt the warriors to abstain 

Imen ln.l the people fclt behind In the villa** «*« 
worn women, htil hink tha , af]y Incontinence 
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their Em ki lc i , we shntl probably not he <mj rosed to attribute 
-i-^ ! -, 4 their practice cf continence in war to a rmioml fear of dia- 
, r ti paling their bodily energies by Indulgence In the lusts ol 

t the flu h. On the contrary, we can sea red y doubt Lb hi the 

l^i■■' ' i\ 1 £1 * V€ w h iich iiii] ji’ilet! I.hrm ta f ib -sen 1 c eha. > ! iI y oii a campa tgm 

a. .■! waJi in ■it as frivolous- .i.-» the tuotlvr which led Lhem sirnuf- 

^ihndL. tammifl3 y *<■ fritter away tSieir strmigth by severe Ikai^ 

Ami grains tons fatigue, and volui itary wound** at the very 

iiiomettl when prudence called itiont loudly for a precisely 
oppojlte regimen. Why exactly iso many savage* have 
made it a rule to refrain fmm women in time of war, 1 we 
cannot my for certain, but we may conjecture: that their 
motive wap a mpcrstiffcius fear tn^ on the principle* of 
*ymj*Mhetie magic* etoae contact with women should Infect 
thrm with frmlniue weak ness and cowardice Similarly mmjic 
nvu^es imagine that contact with a woman in childbed 
enerfvales warriors and enfeebles t heir weapons.* Indeed the 
Kiiyan-i i>f central Borntvp go io far sut to bold that to touch 
a liKun ni womens clothe* would so weaken a man that he 
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would have no success (n huntfiig, fishing. and war.' Htncc 
it jj not merely scxiul [rttc^uiiric with wonitn that [he 
snaj;t tt'jttlci sometimes shuiis ; he i.; ciirclul lo avoid the 
Altogether. Thus unori^ the Ill'll tribes cf Assam, not 
only tire men forbidden to coliablt with thefr wives during 
or after a raid, but they may not rat food cooked by 
it woman I nay they should net address a word even to 
their own wives. Once a we man. Who unwittingly broke the 
rule by Speaking to her hu jihad d while he was under the 
war taboo, sickened amd died when site learned the awful 
crime she had committed.* 


| j, Mam!ftytn feibt'Otd 

If the reader still doubt , whcllwr the rules of conduct lain* 
which we have just been considering are hated «tt slips** 
stirious fc*fB;w diCtJtted hy a rational prmieiicr. hit doubts 
will probably be dissipated when he learns that rules of the 
same sort are often imposed even more stringently on 
warriors utter the victory has been wan and when ail tear 
of the living corporeal foe is at an end. In such cases one 
motive for the inconvenient restriction* laid on the victors [n 
their hour of triumph is probably a dread of the- angry ghosts 
of the slain ; and tbit! the fenr of the vengeful ghost* doe* 
influence the behaviour or the slayer* Is oiten otprciily 
affirmed. Tim general effect of the taboos bid on sacred 
chiefs, mounters* women at childbirth, mtn on the war-path, ub ^ h 
and so on, is to seclude or isolate the tabooed pcr.uwi* from s 

ordinary society, tub effect being attained hy a variety nf ruld, 
which oblige die men or women to live in separate hull or 
in the open air, Co shun the commerce of (he sexes, to avoid i. K ^J 
the use of vessel* employed by others, and *> forth Now 
the same effect is produced by similar means In the case of 
victorious warriors, particularly such as have actually died 
the blood of their enemies. In the bland of Timor, when a "~r fauna 
warlike expedition hi* relumed fn triumph bringing 
lusids of the vanquished foe, the tauter of the expedition U 
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forbidden by religion and custom to return ai once to Me 
own house, A >pcciul hut it prepared lot him, In whfeli he 
has to nrride for two month*. undergoing bodily und spiritual 
purification* luring tbh time he may not go to hb wife 
nor feed himself; the food imi^t be put Into hto mouth by 
another penou . 1 That these observances are dicta: d by 
fear of the glioab of the s'olji ce Haiti; for From 

another account of the ceremonies performed on the return 
of a successful head-hunter in tiv- same island we learn that 
sacrifices arc offered on thl* occasion to appease the mu! of 
tlie man whose head has been taken ■ the people think that 
some misfortune would befall the victor wore such offering* 
omitted, Moreover, a pari of the ceremony consist* of a 
tLinen accompanied by a song, in which the death nf the 
slain man is lamented and \xh forgiveness is entreated. " lie 
not on^ry;* rln-y say, ” because your head ia here with us ] 
IljJ we been lei* lucky, mir beads* might ftOW have been 
csxpovqj in your village Wc have offered the sacrifice So 
appear you. Your spiriL may now rest and leave m at 
peace. Why were you our enemy? Would it not have 
been belter that we should remain friends? Then 
your blood would nut have been spilt and your head would 
mil have been cut oflT® The people of Paloo p le 
Central Celebes. take the head 4 of thdr enemies In war 
and afterward* prop!;iaic the %otifa of the slain in the 
temple / 1 Eei ^omc Dyuk tribes men on reluming from an 
*r sped it tun hi which they have i liken human heads me 
obliged to keep by themedvn and abstain from a variety 
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of tilings for seven! days; they mny nwt touch iron nor cat 
salt or fisli with bones, and (hey may have no itilercourie 
with women- 1 

tn Logta, an island off Hie south-eastern extremity 
Jitir Guiucit, uicn who hsivt killed or is-sistcil in killing 
enemies shut themselves up for about a week in their St* 
houses. They must avoid nil intercourse with their wives 
und friends, and they may not touch fowl with their Iiatid i 
They may eat vegetable food only, which is brought to 
them cooked in special pots The Intention of these 
restrictions is to guard the men against the smell of the 
blood of the slain; for it is bdiewd that if they smell the 
blood, they would fall ill and die.* In the Toaripl or 
Motumotu* tribe of south-eastern New Guinea a man who 
lias killed another may not go near hit wife, and may 
not touch food with hia fingers. He is fed by Others, 
and only with certain kinds or food. These observance* 
last till the new moon. 1 Among the tribes at the mouth of 
the Wotthnda River. In New Guinea, "a man who Has taken 
life is considered to be impure until he has widogpnt 
certain ceremonies : as soon a-"? possible nfti'f the deed 
he cleanses himself ana his weapon. This satisfactorily 
accomplished, he rtptiirs to hi? village and *2tt* itimisclf on 
the logs of sacrificial staging. No one approaches him or 
t^Wcrii any noUte whatever of turn. A house h jsrepartd Tar 
him which is pul in charge of two or three smalt boys a* 
servants He may eat only toasted bananas, and only «« 
centre portion of them—the ends being thrown my. On 
the third day of his seclusion a small feast U prepared hy 
his friends, who also foshfoo some new perhwa! bands »r 
him. This Is called ft*/»»- The next day Hie man dons 
all his best ornaments and badges for taking life, and «*l.iev 
forth fully armed and parades the villngc. The next day a 
hunt is organised, and a kangaroo selected from the game 
captured. It is cut open and the spleen and liver rubbed 
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aver the bad* of the man. Hq then walks solemnly down 
to the neareMit water, and standing su&ddlit-Iqp in k washes 
himself* All the young untried warriors swim between his 
Jcgs. This w supposed to Impart courage and strength tea 
them. The following day, aL early dawn, lie dashes out of 
hk hou^e, fully armed* and call* aloud the name of Ufa 
victim. Having satisfied lihusoU that he has thoroughly 
soifed the ghost of die dead man, he mums lo Isis house. 
Tin: beating of IlcKiring-baarilg acid the lighting of fire? fa 
also a errutn method of fearing the ghost. A day later 
hi* purification is finished. He can then enter his wife's 
total" 1 Among the Roro-sjicaking tribes of British New 
Guinea homicide were winded in the warriors' clubhouse. 
They had to the wight in the building, but during the 
day ihey might paint ami decorate them selves and dance in 
front of lL For aome time they might tint eat much food 
nnr touch it with their hmdSj hilt Item obliged to pick it tip 
on n bone fork* the heft of which was wrapped in a banana 
leaf. After a while they bathed in the r-c-t and thence - 
forward for % period of about 3 month, though they h id 
still to slcfip in the worrier■*' clubhouse, they weie fire to eat 
us much fniig n-5 they pleased and to pick it up with thr.r 
bare hands, Finally* those warriors who had never killed 
a man before assumed a beautiful ornament made of fretted 
turtle shell* which none but homicides were allowed to daunt in 
their head-dresses Then came a dance, and that same night 
the men who wore the honourable bad^e of homicide for 
the first time were chased about the village ; embers were 
thrown at them and firebrands waved its order, apparently, 
lo drive away the sou Is of the dead enemies, who >:ccm to 
be conceived 33 immanent hi some way in lire headgear of 
their daycrs : Again, among the Koitu of Britliili NV« 
Guinea when a mm had killed another, whether the victim 
were tnjlc or famikv he did not wash rise t»lr»ix! c: ll" tin 1 
ape&r or dub, hm carefully albwvj it to dry on the weapon. 
On bii way home he bat lied in fresh or salt wahit, an d 
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nti tc icliiug \i\s village went straight to tiis own house, 
where lie remained In occlusion For a Lout a week. Me was 
taJ> o (m'na) h-^ might not approach wotuejt, atid lie lifted Jtrs 
Laid to hi* mouth with a botse fort. HI* women-Folk were 
not -rh I i.• - i to leave the house. but they mijdil not cotnc 
ivtar him. At the cmi nf ft week he built » rough shelter 
in the f ores t. where lie lived for a few days. During this 
tim- he iiintle a fic*r waist-band, which he wore on his 
return to the village. A matt who has ?Jain atiolfier is 
suiij> vd to grow thin and eitittriiUcd, bveatUb he b ut been 
Hplji^hcd with the blood of hi* victim, and the eor|Msc 
rotted he wasted away. 1 Among the Southern Maesita or 
British New Guinea a warrior who has taken a prisoner or 
slain a man remaint secluded in his howe for sus days. 

During the first three ilava he may cat only toasted food 
and must cook It for hirmdt Then he batlu* and blackens 
his face lor the remaining ihice days.’ 

Among the Monmnbos of Germ an New Guinea any one Tt^« 
who has slain a foe in war L-ccomcs thereby " unclean 1 W*UmtL 
( Mofcie§ t and they apply the wmc term " undean’ tu 
mem:rums s and lying in wmntfri and al^« to everything that 
has come into contact with * corpse, which fthew* iSt.it all 
these daflsea of panne and thing* are dowdy w&acmtod 
in their cnlucb The - wit lean 11 man win* lisi killed an 
un.cmy Li batik? must remain n Eon g firtre in thf* men * dub- 
house, while the villager* gather round Him and odebraie hli 
victor} 1 with dance and wi’g. He may touch nidKKay* not 
CTfiii his uwii wife and children ; If be were to lunch lhern 
it h believed til sit they would be eovcfrd with ^nre c -. He 
Eicon mes clean again by urashing nitd uaing other rnotir* of 
In WtnM. Dutch New Guinea, whe. a [mny n 
uf hcflrMiuiilnn Etaa been mwcewftil, *od they a*c iicaring^^ ^ 
liome, Huey announce their approach and by blow- U* 

frig on triton aEidls. Their <mnoc* are ftl*o decked whh 
brandies. The faces of the men who have taken i Head 
are Eilackencd wfih cirnrcml If several Have taken part in 
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kflTSn«j the same victim, fcii*? 3lead! sa dividetl r^mong them- 
nicy always lime their arrival so as to reach home in ilir 
early morning. They come rowing to the village with n 
great noise, and the women stand ready to dance in the 
verandahs or the houses- The canoes row past the nwr 
trim or house where the young men live : and ss they pais, 
the ntUrtfawte throw as many pointed sticks or bamboos at 
the wall or tire roof as there were enclitics killed. The day 
is ijji-.ni very quietly. Now and then they drum or blow 
on :tie conch: at other times they beat the wails of the 
housej with loud shouts to drive away tltc ghosts of the 
slain.’ Similarly in the Dotcb district of Dutch Ifew 
Guine.i, if a murder his taken place in the village, the 
inhabitants assembler for several evenings in succession and 
u:ter frightful yells to drive away the ghost of the victim in 
he should he minded to hang about the village. 1 So 
the Ynbim of (jertnaJl New Guinea believe that the spirit ol 
a murdered man puisnes hb murderer mid seeks to do him 
.1 mischief. Hence they drive away the spirit with shouts 
.-[nrt the beating of drums : When the 1'ijiarm had buried a, 
rjiiin alive, as they often did, they lived At nightfall to make 
i great uproar by meins of bamboos, trumpet-shells. and <> 
forth, fur the purpose of frightening .v«ty his gho-i. lest he 
should attempt to retom to his old heme. And to render 
hit house unattractive to him they dismantled it nr>d clothed 
it with everything that to their ideas seemed most repulsive. 1 
On the evening of the day on which they had tortured a 
prisoner to death, the American Indians were wont to run 
through the village with hideous yells. Sscating with slicks 
on the furniture, the walls, and the roofs of the huts to 
prevent the angry ghost of their victim from settling there 
and taking vengeance for the torments that his body bad 
endured at their hands* "Once." says a traveller, "on 
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approaching in the night a village of Ott.tw.is. I found .ill (Tjc 
{ nimbi rant* ill confusion: they were all busily engaged in 
Miring noise 1 - of the Joudc^t ami most inbiiiinontoua kind 
Upon inquiry, t found that a battle had born lately fought 
between tile Htswa* am! the KJckapoos,and that she object 
of all this no]« was 111 prevent the "hosts of the departed 
combatants from entering the village 1 

Tile executioner at Pnm> Novo, on the coast of Guinea, Pi>«auiii*« 
Us ed to decorate hi* walla with the jawbone* of the person* 
on whom fie had operated in the eotm* of business. Bui 
for this simple precaution their ghosts would unqutr rtoinhl .' jj!,, “ 
have come at night to knock with sob* and groans, In 
ao Insufferable manner, at the door of the room where 
he slept the deep of the just . 1 The temper of a man 
who has just been executed is naturally somewhat short, 
and in n burst of vexation his ghosl i» apt to fall foul 
of the first person he comea across, without di scrim inuring 
between lire objects of his wrath with that nicety flT jiidg - 
mem which in calmer moment* he may be fjcftsicd to 
display, Hottest in China it is, nr used ttr be. customary 
fur the spectators of an execution to shew a dealt pair 
of heels to the ghosts as «-*m as the fast head su f<‘ 

The same fe.ir of the spirits of his victims lead* the 
executioner sometimes to live in seclusion for Rime time 
after he ha* discharged his office Thus an old writer 
BpcnkittjT of Isaini on the Gold Coast of Wtot Africa, tell* 
us thiit the "executioners, being reckoned impure for thittc 
davs, fluty build them a separate htit at * dlttanrr from 
the village. Meantime these fellows run like madmen 
through Hie place, ttixtag all they can lay hand* on L 
poultry, sheep, bread, and oil; everything they can Touch 
is theirs; being deemed so polluted that the owner* 
willingly give ft up They continue three day* cimlineil 
to their hut, their friends bringing them victual:.. Thiv 
limp expired, they take their hut in piece*, which thf:y 
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bundle up, tiol leaving much'as the ashes nf ihrtr fire 
The first csceeutfoner,. having pi pot on hi^ bead, leads them 
to the place where the criminal a offered There they all 
call him thrice by his name. The fir^t executioner hrvnlis 
his poU and leaving their old fags and bundles they all 
scamper home" 1 * * * V Here the thrice-rcpcated invocation of 
the victim by name gives the due to the rest of the 
observances; nil of therq are probably intended to ward 
off Lhc angry gbpsrt of the alatn man or to give him the 
dip, 

Pm-Lfiea. Among the Ensures * ablution Es specially performed on 

™Z>f return from battle. It is absolutely nttfifess&Ty that the 
itijm warriors should rid Elicmselves p as soon as possible, of the 
SX blood they have shed, or the shades of thdr victims would 
pursue them incessantly, and disturb shelr sJurnbcrs, They 
Mn11 go in a procession, and to full armour, to the nearest 
stream. At the moment they enter the water a diviner, 
placed higher up, throws some purifying substances Into 
the cufitmL Thia is. however, not strictly nectary. The 
jjvelins and haUle-axcs also undergo ihe process uF wa^h- 
tag" 1 Accord in ij to another accoum of the Bajiuto ctiiLom, 
“warrior* who have killed an enemy are purified The 
chief has to wash them, cacrifidfig an ox in presence of the 
whole army. They are also anointed with the gait of the 
animal, which prevent* the gh«t os the enemy from pur¬ 
suing them any further** Among the Beebttanas a man 
who lias killed another, whether \n war or in single combat, 
iv not allowed to enter the village until he ha* been purified 
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The ecrunumy lAd pluce in the evening, An ux i» 
-laughtercd, and a hole having btert made through die 
middle of the carcase with a spear, the tnarisUycrhasli> forte 
himself through the animal, while two men hold it* stomach 
open. 1 Sometimes In-trad oT bring obliged to *queci-i through 
the carcase of an ox the maiukycr is merely tuna ted with 
the ermtents of its stomach. The cercnumy has hern 
described a* follows: " hi the purificslbn of wnpfiws, too, 
the ox takes a conspicuous pint. The warrior who htw 
>kin A man In the battle h unclean, and must on no account 
enter his own courtyard, for it would lie a t-erion* thing if 
even Ida shadow were to fall upon his children. i le 
studiously kttep'b himself is part from ihr civil life of the 
imn until ht is purified. The purifteution ceremony is 
significant. Having bathed hiiiiMtlf iti running water, or, if 
that Is not convenient, in water that has been appropriately 
medicated, he is nncared by the doctor with the contents 
of the stomach of an ox, into which certain powdered 
roots have been already mix -1, and ihcn the doctor strikes 
him on the hick, sides, and belly with tlw large bowel of 
an ox . . A doctor take* a piece uf roasted beef and 
cuts it into small lumps of about the size of s Walnut, 
laying them carefully on a large wooden trencher- Me 
lias already prepared charcoal, by masting the root of 
certain trees In on old cracked pert, and this he grinds 
down and sprinkles on the lump- of meal on the trencher 
Then tlic army surrounds the trencher, and every uiw 
who has slain a foe in the battle steps forth, kneels 
down before the trencher, and takes out a piece of 
itiea! will', Ilife tnouth, taking care not in touch it or ibe 
trencher with hi* huntk M he take* the meat, the d«l> -r 
gives him a smart cut with ft switch. And when he hu> 
eaten that lump of meat his purification is complete. This 
ceremutiy Is called (ri n Ict/xko dttUti, or 1 tlic porifientiftn of 
the striker*.'" The writer to whom we owe tin* description 
a ,jd- "This taking of meat from the ire richer without 
ttsing the kinds is evidently a milter of ritual,™ 1 The 


1 w FiTnJt Jti jotirniil «1*» itiivN^tti 
mq^f Bkl&fa J-< iJ 
fitofraphi* {Ita-taj, lliwf ■< [i ¬ 


n»j*l pp- JW.JV* 

T lift. IV C. lJ 

vm \}ft Tcxtm^m uf Jfecwm/ 1 




TAtfOOEl* PERSONS 


chap 

' 


iiriD nC 

rfi*i|.lJj. JTTI 


oWrv4iion it correct Haras m >i> manj 1 pcratmi 

ceremonially utictean are forfeit Itten to tmirh food with 
ifofilctl Itindj uiiiJS their uncJcaiintss has been piir^rd away. 
The i-inic taboo b Said on the mimjlnyer by the fiageahu 
of British East Africa* Among them a man who has 
»■■= killed another may not return :o hb own house on the 

rfcng—i hij_ 

anmc day, though he may cuter the village nrid -spend 
tin: night in it friend's house. He kills a sheep and smears 
Ilia chest, his right arm. and his head with the contents o( 
the animal's stomach. His children are brought to hint 
and he smears them in like manner. Then he smears each 
side of the doorway with the tripe and entrails, and finally 


throws the rest of the stomach on the roof of Ida house. 
Pot a whole day he may not touch food with hit hands, 
bitl picks it up with two sticks and no conveys It to faB 
mouth. Hii wife is not under any such restrictions. She 
may even go to mourn for the man whom her huab.kiid h.u 
killed, if sin; wishes to do so. 1 In Mine lkchuatia tribe-* iJjc 
victor to Li. warrior ii obliged to -rat a piece of the skin of (lie man 
he lit Lied . tile skin is taken from about the navelof his vie ttm, 
and W ithoot it lie may nut enter the cattle pen. Moreover, 
the medicine-«inn makes a yudi with a spear in ilie watriurb 
Eiiidj id. thigh for every man lie has killed . 1 Among the An gum, li 
Eboni .r tribe settled to the north of the Zam!n.\st, warrior? who 

‘^hlnvc slain foes on an expedition smear their bodies and 
'‘’ "'faces with ashes, hang garments of their victim* on their 
persons, and tie hark ropes round their necks, jo that The 
ends hang down over their shmrlden or breasts. This 
Costume they wear fur three days after their ret urn, and 


■wing at break of day they run through the village uttering 
frightful yells to drive away the ghosts of the shin, which, 
if they were not thus banished from the house*, might bring 
sickness and misfortune on the Inmates. 1 In some CiifTrt 
tribes of South Africa im.ii who have been wounded or 


killed an enemy in fight may not see the king nor drink 
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mllh ritl they have been purified. An ox is It ilk-4 f, mid Its 
C' | H* Intestines, and other parts are betted with twits. Of 
thia decoction the men haw id take three j*«lps, and the 
rest is sprinkled on shrir bodies. The wounded ntiiti bu 
then to take a slick, spit on it thrice, point it thrkc nt the 
enemi', and then throw it in his direction. After that lie 
takes an emetic and is declared clean. 1 

In mine of these accounts nothin*; is said ol" ui!i«:iu^, 
enforced seclusion, m least after the ceremonial cltumifn^. 
but some South African tribes certainly require the skyer** m«i ' 
of a very Eallani foe in war to keep ,ip,nt from his wife 
iTid faintly for ten dny- after he lias washed lib body in 
running water. Ik aUo receives from the tribaJ ductui a 
medicine which he chew* with his food 1 W hen a jN’aiuU 
of Ivritish 1 'j« Africa has kit let I a member of another LrJbc, 
lie pa in 1,1 one side of his body, sprat and -word red, and the 
other *Ide white For Tour days After the tiaijgfrtef lit U 
ooiiiidcrcii unclean And may not go borne He Jia. io build 

small abetter by river ■ t :i.I live there; bir mav unt 

associate witti Elia w iH,- <if sweetheart* umi he may ejit 

nothing but porridge* beef, and goals flesh, At tLie cud *.i 
the iomth day he must juirtfr him -r 11 by taking 3 . sir.. y 
purge made From the bark of the trgrfef tree and by 
drinking gtufzt milk mixed with blood.* Among ih* 

AkikuyA u( liiitlih Fast Africa all who have shed hutmtit 
blood n\ml tie pun Fi eri. The drier* assemble und one 01 
them cuts .1 strip of hair from above hoih cars of each man- 
niaycrs After iJmL t be warriors mb themselves with five 
dung taken from Hit stmnuch of a 5hcef> which has beet 
slaughtered far \hz u ccauIuil Finally liindr budfc* an- 

derived with water All Uir hair jeiruUring on ihcir head* 
u* lutraquently shaded off by their wives Fot 1 month 
.ifter tShr shedding of blood they im*y hiue no contact with 
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women. 1 On the contrary, when ,1 Ketqfli warrior of BrhWj 
Eiut 'ifrica, who has killed n foe in battle, return:- Jicffie 
"ii i$ considered essential tlist lie should luw Miintictio# 
with Iris wife as soon as convenient; this Is believed to 
prevent the spirit of his dead enemy from haunting arid 
bewitching }ii«i/‘ ? An Angoui who has killed it man in battle 
is obliged to perform ceiL'tiri purificatory ceremonies before 
ho may return to ordinary life. Amongst other ihings, he 
ii- * ur ..,ti» make an incision in the corpse of h« slain 

Z Tin S' to ta. Ik, p* «.pc and » *««. .1.= Mr 

fmtn swelling. If he feUs to do «o, Ids own Unly will swell 
In proportion as the corpse becomes inflated ’ Among the 
OvTtrnbO-i uf southern Africa, when the warriors return to 
their villages, thnae wlm haw killed an enemy pass the first 
night in the open fields, ami may not enter their houses 
until they have been cleansed of the guilt ol blood by Ben 
older man. who smears them for tills purpose with a kind of 
porridge,* Hereto warrior;:, Oil their return from bailln may 
nor approach the sacred hearth until they have been purified 
from the guilt of bloodshed. They crouch In a circle round 
the heart hi but . at some distance fratil it< white tile cJiicf 
iKSprinkles their brows and temples with Wilier in which 
branches of a holy birsh hare been placed. 1 Again, 
ancient Hereto custom requires that he who has killed a 
man or a lion should have blood drawn Irom his breast and 
upper arm so as to trickle 011 the girurnri : a -jttciul minir 
IflUtviti) is given to the cuts thus made ; they muti fur made 
with 0 Qttri, not with an iron tool. 1 Among the Bittttl 
tribes of Kaviroudo, in eastern Africa, when a matt has 
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WW an enemy in warfare lie (Ituvcs his brad on Id* return rMtik*. 
hnmc t ami hi# friends mb n medicine, which generally ,w " rt ' 
consist* of gruii’s iluijg, OWT iris body lo prevent ilir npiril ^ 
of the ftlalri man from troubling him * ItxacUy Ute Mine 
custom is practised for the same re»>on by the WagelM 
of German Kasi Africa, 5 With lire J 4 -LU 0 of Kadrumlo 
1 hi: custom is somewhat different. Three day* after hi* 
rvtiim from the fight the warrior shaves Ids heed, Hut 
before he may enter h» Vilinge he has to hang 4 Jive 
fowl, heed uppermost, round hi* onik; then the'bird fs 
decapitated and it# head left hanging round hi* neck Soon 
after his rtuim u feast is made w the slain wan, in order 
that hi# ghost may not haunt ids slayer . 1 After the 
rioHjjhtrr of the MldfouHcs the Israeli (Mi warriors were 
ohiin'd to remain outside the tump for seven days: whu- 
cver had hilled & titan nr touched the slain had to junify 
httnsril and his captive. The spafi uken from the enemy 
had also to be purified, according to it* nature. either hy lire 
at water,* Similarly among tin: Ikuulr- cattle liifceij from 
the enemy arc fumigated with bundle! of jiyhud l nan dies 
bofouc they are allowed to mingle with llie herds of the 
tribe.* 

The A run to of central Aiutrulb believe that when a Mm. 
fwrty of inen lnu been out ogaliut tit* enemy ami taken a J*"™* 
life, the spirit of the slain man follows the party on ftsp^T 
tctiiin Atiel is constantly on the watch to do a frl*chief fl “'^ ] T* 
to diDse of lie band who actually shed the hl'sul 
Inlces Lhe iurm of a Utile bird called the dkkhtrthra, and ,lw 
may be heard crying like a child In the distance as it 
Hie* If <my of the slayer* dmuld fait to hear its cry, 
fie would become paralysed in hit right arm and shoulder, 

At night-tittle? <=ipcci«]]y t when tiie bird Is flying over 
the cam;), the riayct* have to lie awake and keep the 
fiftht arm and shoulder carefully hidden. Jest the bird *hould 
look down upon and harm them. When once they' have 
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heard its cry tbdr Itiiitd- are at ease, beeau?* the spirit of 
kA w mai lllc j ea( j t |, c(l recognises (hat he has been dutrclcd. and can 
££*» therefore do tin mischief. On theft return to their friends* 
*py<{* as soon as they come in sight of the main camp, they begin 
S« .t^iu (q perform an excited war-dance, approaching in the form oi 
ri square and moving their sltii'lds .is if to ward off tometbllt]! 
which waj being thrown al them. This action la fnlcaduJ 
to repel the angry spirit of the dead man, who is striving to 
attack them. Next the men who did the deed of bfood 
separate thruudns from the ■tilien. and lunniny »t line, 
with spears at rest and shields held out lit front, stand silent 
and motionless like statues. A number of old women now 
approach with a sort of exulting skip and strike the shields 
uf the Rinnslayer* with lighting-clubs till they ring again. 
They are followed by men who smite the shields with 
boomerangs. This striking of the shields is supposed to l'« 
a very effective way of frightening away the spirit of the 
dead man. The natives listen anxiously to the sounds 
emitted by the skidds when they are struck; for if any 
u tan’s shield gives forth a hollow sound under the blow, that 
man will not live long, but if it rings sharp and clear, he is 
safe. For some days after their return the shyers will not 
speak of what they have done, and continue to paint thetn- 
ielv.'-i all over with ixjwdcred charcoal, and to decorate their 
foreheads and no«s with green twigs. Finally, they paint 
their bodies and fauns with bright colours, and become free 
to talk about the affair; but still of Bights they must lie 
awake listening (be the plaintive cry uf the bird in which 
they fancy they hear the voice of their victim. 1 
MvIipi In the Washington group of tlw Marquesas Islands, the 
?i < IK Tih traft who hau slain an enemy in battle becomes tabooed for 
ten days, during which he may hold no intercourse with his 
wife, and may not meddle with fin Hence .mother ha* to 
make fire and to cook for him. Nevertheless he is treated 
with marked dbtrtictii.m and receive, prevents H pigs.’ In 
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I-i]i miy one ll 'ho foul ctuM* 1 a human bclii^ to death in 
WJlf lv l ' consecrated i« uho»«d. lie w^s »roenrrd red by 
Ml '- ^"g with turmeric t:.»m the roots of hr. hair u> his 
hrrttv a Jiut tt-ju Imilt, ind In it he had to pvt rhe next 
ll,i ™ durifj] which lie might not lie down, hut must 

■Jeep as he Ml. Till tlu- ihrer nights had c! ftp «-d he might 
not change Id* garment, nor remove the ttmucric, nor enter 
a hour* in which there was a woman 1 in the IV Iff tv 
isJancU, tvhen lire men return from a warlike exj*diffnri in 
vltlcli they have taken a life, the young wairfora tvho have 
been out fighting for the Sm time, and ail «hn bundled the 
rl^in, are shut up in the large council-house and become 
tabooed, They may m>t quit the edifice, not bathe, nor 
ttfudi a woman, nor eat fi;h ; their food j* limited to coco¬ 
nuts and syttijl They nth themselves with charmed leaves 
ami chew dunned 1-jtd. After three days llvey E o together 
to bathe as near as jKri,aihTe In the spot where the mrtti wnj 
killed, 1 

VVjiwi the Ttfpi Indians of Bnufl had made avIuih 
prisoner in war, thry used to bring him home amid great ~ ml 
rejoldnga, decked with the gorgeous plumage of tropkiil !*££?* 
hlrcli. Ir> the village be was well treated: he received si*'""* 
hintw- and furniture and was married to a wife. Wlicri hcuTr^j 

tint* comfortably installed, the nd*tioi» and friends nf.ate 
lus captor, who had the first pick, amt and examined him 
ami decided which of his limb* ami joints they proposed 
to cut; and according to their choice they were bound 
to provide him with victuals. Thus he might live for 
months or years, treated like a king, supping with all the 
delicacies of the country, and rearing a family of children 
who, when they wen- big, might or might not be eaten 
with their lather. While he was tfiu* being fattened Hire 
a capon for the slaughter, he wore a necklace of Iruit or 
of itsh-hone* strung on a cotton thread. Tills wo* tluf 
measure nf hi) life Fur every fruit or every boric on tin? 
string h>: had a month to live : and as --aeh mLMjn waned 
an.;! vanished they took a fruit or u boric from lire ncrjkkcc. 
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***** When only on, (W th^y *«l «* 
tr„i pw»i f r i eni j s and neighbours far awl n*ar. uh(J floc,(Cl1 f 
: 5 S&. times to the number of ten »r twelve thousand. 10 wrtr.ess 
■ lit spectacle and partake of Ihr feast; for often a number 
of prisoners were to dk (hr same day, motiwr and 

diiWrtn * 1 ! together. As a rule they shewed a remerbabk 
stolid itv and indifference to death. The club with which 
they were to be despatched was elaborately prepared by the 
women, who adorned it with tassels of fathers, smeared It 
with die pounded shells of a macaw's eggs, and Uaccd Hnca 
on tire egg-shell powder* Then they hung it to * pole 
atavc the ground, in an empty hut, arid mng around It a 
nfehi* The exeeutioner, who was painted grey with inufci 
ami his whole body covered with the becutil.il fcatlrereol 
parrots anil other birds of gey plumage, performed bit *JS* 
bv vtiiktrv' the victim on the head from behind and dashing 
out Uis brains No sooner had he despatched !l>r pm* 
thin lie retired to Ws house, where be had to stay ail that 
day Without rating or drinking, while the rest of lire l*Op Ic 
kaikd on the body of the victim or victims. And lot 
three day* Ire was obliged to fast niid remain in *clivnoiu 
All this time hr Uv in his hammock and might not set i™< 
on the ground ; if Ire had to go anjwhcre.be 
bv hraren. Prey thought dial, were he 10 break mi> ™ ! 
W mr disaster would befall him or he would dk. Meantime 
he was given a small bow and F is«d ids t,me in Routing 
arrows into m This he did in order to keep Im hand 
and aim steady* In **m or tire tribes they rubbed he 
pulse of the executioner with mre of the eyes al hw victim, 
and hung the mouth of the murdered titan like a bracelet 
on his arm. Afterward* Ire made incisions m hw breast, 
arms, and tegs, and other Jsatis **f hh body with a sai ' 
made of the teeth of an animal- An ointment and a back 
powder were then nibbed into the wounds, which JcU 
Ineffaceable scare so artistically arranged that 1 1 ,r > P re 
rented liter appearance of a tightly-fitting gwrurmt It was 
bdteved that he would dk if he did net (hua drew blood 
from Ills own botiy after slaughtering lie apuve. Wc 
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m:iv eojiicdurc tlut ihe original littenlictn of tht-r 

wte to gmfd the CN vent inner against the angry and 

dnngcrotLs ghosts of hi* victims 

Among tin: Knuhei of North America young hmvtt^'htpUw 
who bad taken their firm scalps were- obliged to ^. iLHrtb( 

fieri i*I« rules of at^Uiwncr for mx months. They Hif - -■- 
iniglu not Bkefi with ibcir wives nor cat fir ~k; Ihdr^^* 
wily ftwd was fob and. h^ty-pudding* tl ikty broke fP * 

these? rules, t!ley Iclievffd that the sotd of the manuS^T* 
they had It UK! would work their death by magic, that 
they would gain no more suocckc* over the enemy, arid 
that the least wound Inllititibd on them would p mm 
morbd. 1 When a Choctaw hud killed an enemy and taken 
111* scalp, he went into rrinUrn&s for fi month, during 
which he might not comb hh hair, and if Jib head itched 
he mi^hl m\ scratch it except with a thtle Aick which he 
#pre rattened to Ida wrist tor rite ptfrpbje, 1 This comnbubl 
mourning for the edfimifci they had dnin was iy»t uncommon 
among ihc North American Indians. Tliuit the IWveei*, when 
tltEj* had killed a fin.% nnbr^ideii their li«iir> blackened tbem- 
aelvtsa all over, and wore n instill knot of swan's down tm the 
tup of the hen A 11 Theydr&s ts mourner* yet rr toko,* 1 A 
Thompson Rfvrr Indian rif Hririvh Columhiii, wbn hail *U#in 
an enemy, uwd to blacken Ida own face, !rii hi* victim's 
ghost should blind him* 1 When I iw Os**gs$ hir-r mourned 
over tisrlr own dead, M l hey wilt mourn for the foe just as if 
he was a friend." * Front cdterrvfng the great respect pard by 
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the Indian to the pcaip* they had «>** . lo , the 

iti mini fill Sony, which they fowled lo the of . , . 1,t,r 

victims,CitUn was convinced that “they have a >»t>a>t.l->H 
dread of the spirits of their slain cnonte. and many coski hn- 
torr offices to perform, to ensure thdr own peace. * hc J' 
a Plata Indian ha. killed an Apache. he must u**is»■ pnn- 
Ivcatlou. Sixteen days lie fasts and only ^fter the fourth tfay 
£ he Sowed «, drink a little plnoi* Dimd™ U**M “ mC 
t,„ m.ty not touch meat nor sail, nor look o» a blMfog fire. 
m t speak to a human befog, He lives iilone ui tin 
wailed on by an old woman, who brings him his scant ) 1 oc 
of fond. lie bathes often in a river, and keeps, tus b<»C 
covered almost the whole time with a plaster of mud. On 
the seventeenth -fay a Urge .pace is d^red t«»r *hc vill^e 
ami a fire lit hi the middle of it Th* men ot J 1 * lr '£ 
fwm circle round the fire, nnd outside of tt_«t ad die 
warrior, who have just been purified, each m a small 
«tt .ration- the old men then take the weapons 

of the purified and dunce with thert In the circle, after wlm-h 
Mth the slaver and his weapon arc considered clean ; but 
„ot until four days Uter is the man allowed to return to 
his family . 1 No doubt the peace enforced by the 
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qovermnont of the United Stale* has, nlung with trtbiit 
tvnrfarc, iiibullNlicd also these quaint customs. A fuller 
account of them has iieett given by n recant writer, find it n\am*tnt 
deserves to tc q tinted nl knglfL M T litre was no L„w among 
(tie Pbruift,* hr “.ays, 11 cbaigfYcd with ^reciter strictness' than 
Urjt width required purification and expiation for the deed 
tlmt was ^t the ^nnr Mine I he most hunted—the killing of 
an cnctny. For sixteen days tbe wajylor famed in eduairn 
and observed meanwhile a number of tabus- . , * AI Tended 
by an old man, the warrior who had to expiate the crime of 
blood guilt retired In the groves along the fiver bottom at 
some distance ftoni the villages or wandered about the 
adjoining hills During the period of sixteen day* he w-i 
tint allowed to touch his head, with !ds finger or bis hail 
would turn white. IT he touched hi* face H would become 
wrinkled. lie kepi a stick to watch M a head with, and at 
the i-ml Of every four day* thF iMek was buried at the toot 
anti on the wist able of a eat 1 * daw tree anti a new slick 
was msitle of git^iewnod* arrow bu 3 h t or any other convenient 
shrub, lie the11 bathed b the river, no mallei how cold 
the temperature. The feast of victory which hi* Friend* 
were obvcfVJjig jts the meantime at the village lasted eight 
day#. At ihr end of that time* tit when hi* period of rellr^- 
meni was half-coni pined, the warrior might go to Ida home 
1 t> get a fetish made from the hair of tin: Apache whom lie 
Imd killed, The hair wa* wrrtpjpcd in eagle *fown and lied 
with a cotton airing and kepi In * long nunlJdnr basket. 

He dmiik tin wmte* for the first two days and fasted for the 
first four. After that time he wan supplied with pinole by 
his attendant, who also IfltifPCted him as Uj hU future con¬ 
duct* Idling him th«t hr mult hencefitrlii stand tack until 
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Miiilini all others were rented when pamskfnE nf f<K*rf and drfnb 
^MiN-JTuf^" ^ a tnamed mart his wife w a* hot allowed in cal 

muibr*«&ilt during till retiiemem. else she would suffer frera the 
i-'m^.iIj owl disease which cattse* stiff limbs. The explanation 
At. tii Im i uiTcreii for I he observance of this law of lustration h ihjn 
if it h uoi obeyed Llie waijto/a limb:* will become stiffened 
4ir paralyzed.* 1 The ;\^ichcs + I be enemies erf the Fimas, 
purify themselves For the slaughter of their foes by means of 
bath- in the ^wcat-house, singing, and other ri!ca. These 
csfenvmlea th-.y pcrfnitn for ill the dead almifltancnusly 
after their return home ; hut the Plrrau, more punctilious on 
thi^ point, resort to their elaborate ceremonies of purification 
tin? moment a single one of ihdr own band or nf the enemy 
has iieeu bid law , 1 Flow heavily these rcligbu* < cm pies 
must have told against the Timm in their wm wish their 
lemduus enemies h nbvinus enough- “Thin Snug [A’riod oi 
retirement immediately after a battle ” an Amtirkart 

writer* “greatly diminished \hc vatnr of the Piffla-i as scouts 
and allies for the United Sfstc< troops operating agaiivtt 
the Apache- The bravery of the Fima^ was pra tid by all 
army officer^ having any experience with them* but Captain 
Btmrke and others have ctfittpfaintd of their unreTulrilily, due 
solely to their rigid observance of this religious taw ." 1 In 
nothing. perhaps* is S lie penally which mrpersUtimi f^^Tscr ftf 
later entails on iu devotees more prompt snd crushing than 
in the operations of war, 

t*e™ Far away from the torrid home of the Fima and Apaches, 

h TJhiU an traveller witnessed ceremonies of the saine sort prac- 
«L ■H'iii ihed near the Arctic Circle by some Indians who hud surprised 
*jirnisti :in ^ b™Mty massacred an urtoffendiog and helpless party 
of Esquimaux, Hit description U so interfiling that i will 
quote iL in full- N Among the variouf! supers] iii.Mis custnms 
or tho.se people, h 3i worth ffcm&rking, ami ought to have been 
mentioned in its proper place, that immediately after my com* 
pajuori* had killed Mir Esquimaux at the Copper River, they 
considered them stive* in a state of uncleanne^ which induced 
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them tip prudish some wry curtail* and immutd irirrfWiies. 
In the first phi**, all who were fImhndy concerned irr Ihe 
mtinter w prohibited fram cooking any Mflrl of victual** 
rltlJcr for themsehc* or other* A* luckily there wefrr iwo h 
cam|i4lLywhofaiL-ln!>i -bed hEuod. they were employed alwftyt 
j1S cook* till we joined ihe women, Tin* eirotmisiancc ivus 
exceedingly favourable on my ride; tar lutd there been no 
Jjer- : of the above rleycnprtan in compnny, thnt tiisfc p I 
wa* told, would have fallen on me ; which would have been 
fin Je*- faltguing and mnibk^ornc. than humiliating imd 
vcsflttaiu. When the vktttitl* were cooked p nit the 
murderer? took a kind of ml earth, nr niter, am! pointed all 
the space between ihc no** and chin, as well as the greater 
pnrt of their cheeks, .ihn« ■*! to the cars, before they would 
tavle k'l bit, 4iid would not drink out of any other dish* or 
itfnukc out of any othrr pipe, hut their own ; and none of 
fcbe other' seemed willing to drink or sjiuike om of theirs. 
V\'e liHr] no w*r\rr joined the women* at our return from the 
expedition, I ban there seemed to he an universal spirit of 
emulation among them, vying who nbonld first make a suit of 
ornament 1 : lor their hu liarids, which consisted of bracelets 
for the wrists, and a band for the forehead, composed of 
porcupine qufll& and moose-hair, curiously wrought on 
leather. The custom of painting the month and part of 
the cheeks before each meal, and drinking and smoking out 
of their own utensils, w%is strictly and imariahly observed, 
till the winter began To see In ; ami during the whote of that 
time They would never kss any of their wires Or children. 
They rei rained also from eating many parts of the deer and 
Other HnijTuiU, particularly the heart* entrails, and blood ; and 
during their unclean ness. their victuals were never :adders in 
wnter, hut dried fit tba sera* eaten quite raw, or broiled, when 
« fine ht tar the purpose could be procured, When (he 
lime arrived ihal was to put an end to these ceremonies, 
the men, will tout a female being present, funk a fire at 
some distance from the tents* Into which they threw nil 
their omanietilS* pipe terns, and dishes, which wtrr bona 
consumed lu allies ; after which n least was prepared, con- 
sibling of such articles as I hey had long been prohibited 
Wfom eating: atul when ail was over each man uas at 
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liberty to car. itrink. and smoke *- lie plraual , and »lw W 
i-.Ls'i in- wives .ind child ten -'*1 dr-- l ■ n, 'i irii T 3 1 try seetwd 
to do with mote raptures than i had ever known thi-tn do 
it dthcr before or since," 1 

Hu is we see that warriors who hav > L taken the tile "t 
n foe in battle arc temporarily cut off from free intercourse 
with their fallows, and especially with their wive-, and 
must undergo certain rile? of purification before they are 
readmitted to society. Now' if the ptigww of thpfr r^dusinn 
and of the expiatory rites which they have to peifonn is, 
4S we have been loJ t« believe, no Other than to shake 
ufT, frighten, or tippet Live angry spirit of the tiUim man. 
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kc may -ifclv conjecture thin the similar purification of 
homicides and murderer*, wlvo fa aw imhmrrd tiirir hands in 


the IjIocuI of a fellow-tribesman* had it first i}ie tame tigmfi* *]k 
« ino=, and (has the idea or a moral or spiritual regeneration 
symbolised by the washing, the fasting, and on, was merely 
a laier tijlerpfriaLion put tjjiort the oJeJ custom by men v. ho 
had outgrown the primitive modes of thought in which ihr 
CKStoiTi originated The ronjcclure will be confirmed if we 
tan shew that ravages have actually imposed certain re* tr le¬ 
sions on the murderer of a fellow-tribesman from a definite 
feat Unit he fa haunted by the ghost nf bb victim- This 
** can do with regard to the Omaha*, a tribe of ihr 
Siouan slock in North Amm. Among these Indians the 
kinsmen of a murdered man had the right to put the 
ttilmkrer to death, but -some!lines they waived their right in 
consideration of preseiifs which they eta rented to accept 
When the life of the murderer was spared, he had to observe 
certain stringent rules for a period which varied from two to 
fnm' years, JI c raim walk barefoot, and he might rat no warm 
food, nor raise hi? voice, not look around He was corn- 
polled to pult his robe about him and to haw it tied at the 
neck even in hot weather ; be might not Jet it hang |co$c or 
ily open. He might not move his hands about T but had to 
keep them close to hi> body- He might not comb Ufa hair, 
and it might not be blown about by the wind. When ihc 
tribe went out hunting, lie was obliged to pilch bis tent 
about a quarter of a mile from tins rest Of the people " lest 
the ghost of bis victim should raise a high w ind, which might 
cause tlimflije' 1 Only one of Ms kindred was allowed to 
remain With him at his tent. No one wished to eat with him, 


?SL 
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for they sold, w if wc eat with him whom W akairda Mile?:, 
Wakiirnlii will hate u$J' Some timer* lie wandered iA night 
crying and La meat Mg his offence. At the cod of his Jong 
isolation die kinsmen of the murdered man beard Ms crying 
anti said/* It b enough, l^rgone, aiui w-ufk among Iheeinwi 
i 1 tit on moccasins and n ear a good robe” s Here the reason 
alleged Ibr keeping the murderer al a considerable di-a.iiicc 
from die bun ter i gives the due to all die other re^triciions 
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Amkhl on him he hrumted and therefore daitfiefoui The 

<Jh*k ntidni* (relieved tSi»t tin: mill of a inAll who had }'■*< 

*T^L. been billed was wroth with Jus '.layer and troubled him; 
wherefore'll «u needful even for tire hi voluntary homicide 
lo depan from his country for a year Until the afigw of the 
dead matt had cooled down; nor might the duyer return 
until sacrifice had been offered and ceremonies of jmrincitimi 
performed, If his victim chanced to be * foreigner, the 
IwiiuljlIc had to shun the native country oF the dead man ** 
well st* Mi own. 1 The legend of the matricide Orestin., bow 
he roamed from place to pi ace pursued by the Furies of hh 
murdered mother* and none would si: at meat with him. or take 
him in, till lie had been purified* reflects faithfully the real 
Greek dread of such as wens stilt haunted by an angry ghod. 
When the turbulent people of Cynaeihji, after perpetrating 
sn atrocious massacre, sent an embassy to Shirts, tfmjf 
Arcadian town through which the envoys passed on their 
journey ordered them out of Its walls at once ; and the 
Man tine-ins, after the embassy had departed, even instituted 
:t Kilcmn purifiaitfcm of the city and it* territory by carrying 
sacrificial victims round them both. 1 
r»—* Among the Kwakhitl Indians of ilritlsb Columbia* meri 

whn> have partaken of human flesh u a ceremonial rite 
^are subject for » long time afterwards to many restrictions 
|{!^.! rf or taboo* of tin-' sort we have been dealing with. 1 hey 
Fiti'ia'” 1 nay not touch their wives for u whole year; aiul during the 
same time they arc forbidden to work or gamble. For four 
months they must live alone in ihdr bedrooms, and when 
they arc obliged to quit 'hr house for a ncCM*ary purjiosc, 
they may not go out at the ordinary door, but mim use 
only the secret door in the rear of the huiiw. t.)u r ‘uch 
occasion* each of them is attended by alt the rest, carrying 
small sticks, Ilicy must all sit down together on a long 
lug, then get up. then sit down again, repeating thl' three 
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lime* before they arc allowed to remain sealed Reform™ 
she}' rise they must turn round four l imcsv Then they gu J^ 1 ^ 1 
back to the hou.se* Before entering they must mi m their 
feet (bur times ; with the fourth step they really pass the 
door* taking care to enter with the right foot foremost* In 
the doorway they turn foiir unies and walk slowly into 
the house They am tint permitted to took back- Pining 
the four months of thdr seclusion each man In euing 
mm% use a spoon, dish, nnd kettle of hh own, which are 
thrown away at the citd of the period. Before tie draws 
water from a bucket or a brook, he must dip has cop 
into II thrice ; and he may not l ike rnort than four 
mouthfuls at otic time. He musi carry .i w-big-honc of 
an eagte and drink through it, lor Ids Ups may nnt touch 
ihd brim of his cup. Also he Sleeps a copier nail Eo 
seraph bis heud wiih B for were his own nails to touch hh 
own ikin they would drop oil For ststccn d ays aftcr 
be Jm partaken of human fle-Ji he may not eat any 
warm food, and for the whole of the four months lie U 
forbidden 10 cool hot food by binning on it with hh 
bnalfo At the cud of winter 1 , when the vnon of ceremonies 
U over* hi- feigns to have forgotten the ordinary way* of 
men* and ha* to learn every tiling anew*' Tin.- ration ft 1 * 
the^e remarkable rt^ttktbu; imposed on men wHc* hate 
eaten bun urn fleali is not stated ; but we may surmise I hut 
fear of the gh&$t of the man whose body was eaiett baa at 
least a good deal to do with them We arr am Anno) in 
utn conjecture by observing I hat ihmi^h these cumuhata 
MiTlustimci content thmrisclvc* with tukfog hfl» mic of living 
iwujilc, the rules in question art especially oh%itnry an 
than niter they have devoured a c^rp.c. MoicOtyer, to 
careful treatment of the banes of the victim point* 10 Mm 
s-itde condtuuViji■ for during the four month* of wc)U*!on 
observed by the cannibals, the bones of the ptiTOl an wham 
thrjy fainted fire kept alternately far four days at a time utttkf 
fucks in the sen and ip their bedrooms on the north title of 
T 1st hDui^ wh r 're ihr -1:ct cnmint sinnc ■ n r irm. hii \ *\\V the 
bones iire Liken out of ilie house, tied up, weighted with a 
titop£^ and thrown into deep water, H because it h bdii'tred 
that if they were htrrfod ihey would come back and take 
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thflir masler'4 soMl" 1 This wms i° «*** tha ‘ if lh<: ( 1xmC ^ 
oT the victim were buried, W* ghn>l would cainc b-de wd 
frLhVwav the <ool« of the men who had In* body. 

gV«. > cannffwt .rite in Ite north or N«r Onto* 
' “rll, ,; frsW „r tte .piri. of » iWn 0 . 0 ,. or ooioao. 
Atn vw them perm's «>» h lV ' T^nakcn of bum^ii Mj 
for ihe first lime ralJe for * month hi a small 

V, ut uittl may not enter the dwelling-house. 
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In ravage society the burner and the fisherman have 
often to observe rules of abstinence ami to uilnmt to 
ccremonkH of purification of the same sari as th^c which 
U obligatory or, tte run** »" d . 1?' 

though wc cannot in aft ,>ercme 

Which these rules and ceremonies are L » t!« 

^ may with vn« probability assume that, just « live 

dread of the spirits of his enemies is the mam motive fm 
the Bclmfon and purification of the warrior who ho.^s 
to take or has 1 their lives. so the « 

fisherman who complies with sftntor custom* * 

.,ted by a f.*r of the spirits of die beasts, birds. ^ 
Which be has killed or intends to kill. I- J tht 
commonly concedes animal. «, be endowed with whwd 
fatd%mc“ like hb own, and hence lie naturally t reats them 
with similar teepeeI. Jus* *' he attempts to appcM* he 
.Lts of the men he ha* •L«in, »« essays Id proiuuate the 

: p iriU of the animals he h*i Willed. Tb»* °Jg* 

Mrt* will be described later cm In thU work;- here we have 
L deal, first, with the tahr*w observed by the hunter and the 
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Rnhcrmnn bforr oi [hiring the hunting fishing reasons, 
and, second, with ihf r ccjcmonic* of purification which have 
tn be practised by tliese men on rci liming with their booty 
from n successful chase. 

Whi'i: ihe rfivuge respects, more or lefia, the ^onh of nil 
todmsda, he treat* with pa menhir deference the spirits of 
-neb as are either e-'.pcdiilly useful to him nr formidable on 
account of their ske i strength, or ferocity. Accordingly the 
hunting and killing of thrse vduabk* or dangerous beaatfl 
are subject to more elaborate rules and ceremonies than the 
'daughter of tivrnpnnitivcfy useless and insignificant creatures* 

Thus the Judinmi of Xoqtka Sound prepared themselves furT^b™ 
□itching whales by observing a fry* for a week, during which ™ 

they ate very little, buihcd in the water several times a thy, *'>*?'*1 

sang, and rubbed their bodies, Umbj. and faces with abell# 
and hudies till they looked as if they bad been severely tom 
with hrlara* They were likewise required to abnlain from 
my commerce with tbetr women for tic like period, this last 
condition being condderat indispensable to thdr idcceiit 
A chief who faded to catch a whale ha~ been known to 
attribute lm failure to ii breach of dmstily on the part of 
his men, 5 It should 3?c icmarkcd thul ihc conduct thus 

prescribed a* a preparation for whaling is prccEsdy that 

which in the same tribe of Indians was required or mrti 

about to go on the war‘path/ Rules of the same sort utr > 
or were formerly* observed by Malagasy whalcriL For tight 
days before they went to sea the crew of a whaler used to 
fast, abstaining from women and liquor, and cnflfesAihj* thetf 
inojit secret faiitti to each other ; atsd if any man wa* found 
tn have sinned deeply he was for bidden to share Ld the 
raped It km/ In the island of Kadiak, off the south coast of 
Abl.ii, whalerc were reckoned unci ran during the Eat dug 
ifitLami, and aobetiy wniijd eat mil of the same dbii wit h 
them or even come near them* Yet we. are told that great 
respect Hfta paid to them, and that they were regarded as 
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the purveyors of tire I r country,* Though it is not expressly 
said ii -veins to be Implied. and on the strength of analogy 
we may assume, that these Kadiak winder? had to remain 
r, r ~-, eh.tsle so long as the whaling season lasted, In the island 
'iTr'a' 1 ' 3 al Mabuiog con line nee was imposed cm the people both 
tirn in, before they went to hunt the dugotig and while the turtles 
*»*''* 1wrre pairing. live tunic - season lasts during parts of 
iwo. luitfia. Octtibct ,tnd November; and If at that tone urmnarriftl 
perrons had sex tin I intercourse with each other, it w* 
believed that when the canoe approached She tloaring turtle, 
the male would separate from the female and both would 
dive down in different direction*.’ So ul Mowat in New 
Guinea men have no relation with women when the turtle 
a m coupling, though (here U considerable laxity of morals 
at other times.’ Among the Menu of Fort Moresby, in 
New Guinea, chastity is enjoined before fi sbing and w*il!;iby- 
hunting; they believe that men who have been unchaste 
will be unable to caich the fish mid the wallftbica, which will 
turn round and jeer at llwir pursuers. 1 Am..ng the tribes 
shout the mouth of the Wntiigcia River in .New Guinea the 
preparations for fishing Untie and dngong ire most elaborate. 
They begin two months before the fairing- A headman is 
appointed who becomes Imly. On hb strict observance of 
the laws of the dligong net depend*- tire *ul£c*s of the 
Kiuon. While the men of tire village arc making the nets, 
this sanctified loader lives entirely secluded from Ids family, 
and TTiiiy only eat n tciilcii banana Of two ificr the sun has 
gone down. Every evening at sundown he goes ashore and, 
stripping himself oi ail his ornaments, which he is never 
allowed to Hoff at other times, bathes near where the tlugotigs 
feed ; *3 he does bo he throw * scraped coconut and scented 
herbs and gums into the uwtef to charm the dugUtg* 
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Among the RoAf^penkln^ tribe? oi British New Guinea tier 
tna ; sdnn who pcrfrrins ceremonies for the sticci-ss c-f u wallaby 
hum: mmt abstain from intercourse: with hh wife for ;i rncnth 
before the hunt lilkea place ; and he may not eat food cooked 
by Ties wife or by any other woman/ In the inland of Tap, 
one of the Caroline group, every fisherman ptying hi* craft 
Iks under n most gtfkt ubw during Ac whole nf ihe lushing 
season, which bats for six or eight weeks. Whenever he in 
on shore Ise must spend all hb time in &m mcn J s clubhouse 
(/*/£■)* and under no pretext whatever may he visit hb own 

house or ko much as look Upon the face* of bln wife and 

women kind Were lie but to steal a ctaucr at ttam k they 
Iti fok that flying fish must Inevitably bore out his eye* at 
night If his' wife, mother, or daughter brings any gift for 
him or w klifjrft to talk with him* ^be tnuflt stand clown towards 
the shorn with bo back turned to the nwm's dubhouufc 
Then the fisherman may go oui and spe&fe tu iicr + or with 
Jsj* back turned to her he rosy receive wha* she has brought 

him ; after which he Uniat nttiiru at once lo his rigorous 

cimfint.ment- Indeed the n L-etsnen may not even join in 
dance juie] arog with die other ©Ad of the dubhouse in the 
evening , they ns u-i keep to them - 'hvi ind be dlenL* in the 
Pelcw Tdamtkalso. which belong in the CfcmSidt gttnift fisher- 
iDfii are likewise dehatffed fojiii iutefctuprsL' wills women* •etnee 
\t js bdirnwd that any smeh interrourat would Infallibly have 
a prejudicial cum on die fishing. The omc iaboo I# 3flW 
to be observed in all tlte other idemds of the South Sea, 1 In 
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fafioijsi^i ii-rtEtwrd s^tHt wwj «i*yr 
Bt «seidowii. 
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* n r aHwnfrn 1' Ento \hc 

ssstiAss* ,« * •»,. pi- *- 

— ~*m l*-""* »“ W/ r “m^’u°.voiJ 

»'*>!* From that time tlie ownc “ ‘ , .dilation with 

- SC W Ifo ■ he may lint »I«P «« a ketl* nor sha ^ ? .j V", 

SsSssasSSisSS 

wlW &' i! . ] w at , -fww . When the (wcatn 

.My born ho tr.ll « LnJto the women of tint 

«<*» anil the worn. ^ * WfUl „f a baby. 

hmiHi and they «i» ff the «nw « nf aV; the 

SS !SSTfi .«&£* wt*. *j-j 

23*3 * anatosy, nf the rale “ & 

many r-ees, Umt the IvOihanri nmy not 
wife diinO}! pre^imney and lactation. 

On Uhe Victoria Nyn«» 0« B^ande “ 

inn* stain line which I* supported on the «" «*» ^ 

hy wooden .brats..bile shat, line, ernb b^aiboo^aua^ 

to then, depend tan i. nt £ „'„t or 

where the fisherman makes his line. .. c0fd3 

his sankn, b People may ..<* rEc . 

or tools, and he lllm^f b« to observe a "imber of ^ ^ 

. e i-t- mav lint HO l*®* W* ** « *"? 0,1 wr , 

Uons, lie mav tm: ‘ it. may not 

He eats alone, vkuTbi a!" 11 *’ ttBC P* akl ‘ , mCJLt or 

cfcifc 
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the ■ . :. „ *Hek or bit of wood to fclta) ,, , the line; aud T.b*» 
*lw> .n«hc.oe of both* to imoke am) blow over thef^T* 

water m order that the fob may eeifie to the , ine ftn(1 , r 
cati ; br. Tb hr Cairo* tlio line i„ :i,c lake, ft in poim- U * ,u4i 
! "i itr lr> 5,! OHld stumble over a atone or 3 tfec-r^nt he 
I™ it with him. and he doa tlw name with any grosj^rf, 
llmt may slick to hi, clothe#. The™ itono. mot* and 
he puts on the line, believing tlui jun nv be ,tumbled over 

Ihetn rind they 5ruck to him, #o the fish will »bo stumble 

OVCT ™ a ' ld ati<ik lllc <flboo lasts till he hu 

^u E ht his first fish. If hi* wife luu kepi the uboo, he f j t3 

1 h L 1 r‘i h f: **“! if d,c ltaj ih *J« may not 

ftartake ot the fish. After that. jf he wishes to go in to his 

wile, lie must take Iris fine out of the water mid place it in a 
ttec or some a (her place of safety; he j, then fme tn he 
with Her, But so tone a» the line U in the water, he mud 
keep apart fmtn women, or the fish would at onto J«ve the 
- hc ™- A,, y hreach of tins taboo renders the line unties to 
him. He must sell I it and moke 5 HC w 0.1c and offer an 

ST**? ofrtrin P to t! r Again, ui Uganda the 

fisherman .1 (Ten liiii to hh canoe, 1 >: Having that if he 
neglected to ninfct Mm offering more thjrs iwict, His net 
would catch hoDiing. The fish thus offned to the canoe » 
eaten by the fishermen. Bin If at thr time of emptying the 
traps there is any man in the urns who has committed 
adultery, eaten llcsh or salt, or nibbed his body with butter 
«r fat, Ihn! jntui is not allowed to partake c>f tile ndi offered 
to the canoe. And if the sinner lu.i not confessed hi= fault 
to the priest and been purified, the catch will he m]i. 

When the.adulterer Has confessed his sin, the priert ralb ihe 
hjiiband of the guilty woman and tells bin of Her crime. 

Her paramnm has to wear 4 sign to shew that he is doing 
penance, and lie nukes a feast for the injured husband, 
which the latter is obliged to accept in token of reconcilm* 
ticn, After that the husband may not punish either of the 
smug couple; the sin is atoned for and they are able to 
catd. fair again. 1 Among the foutgalaof the f/pper Congo, 

1 ll ' U*1 I. }[--.■ m ,'rj[cr^ ih> j|i 7 nn.i Cml- iu> ui His 

"‘Vi " J ,i:; "- ''■-V r >:! -- ! ■' j « hnw 

■fc').SS». s.™ 5*’“' ► 
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time they matte their trip* till they have emught t,ame and 
«atcn H ;^it is believed that any hunter who broke this rule 
of chastity would have bad luck in the cto. 

In the island of Nias the hunter* sdmctim« dig pit% 
cover them Ughtly ever With twig* gr«* 
then drive tht game into them. * hik they arc=n^^ l In 
dicing the pits they have to observe a number nf tok^. 
They may not spit, or the ^ would turn M 
from the pits. They may not la« R b, or the of Uto P* 
would fob in, They taiy eat no wit, f,n £**? # lf 

swine, ami in the pit tliey may not scotch thcmrf.vcs. f ^ 
ij,tv did. ilw earth would be looked and would folbpse- 
Aud the night after digging the pit they may to-iw inter¬ 
course with a woman, nr all thdf fot»W Would be m ™n- 
This practice of observing strict chastity a* a condition 
Of success in hunting and fishing Is very totnmon among 
58* it.de me*; and the instances of it which to to ^ 
renddf it probable that the nite & always based nn a 
S£*35 m 1M-» than on a constotfon of the temporary 
5*f weakness which a breach of the custom may entail on the 
U— better or fisherman. In general it appear, to br suptoj 
Kin-that the evil effeci of incontinence is not ^ 

Mutk mikusm him, as t1i.it, for some reason or othn + ii off ^ - 
the animals, who in consequence will not sutler tl J5“ ! *^ e * 
to be caught- In the Moronaotu tribe of New (rtimea • 
man will not s* to* wife the night before he * 

great fishing or hwttatt expedition; if hr. did, « *<»•* 
have nn luck. Irt the Motu tribe he is icpirded wM) 
that right, and in the morning no one muy rp«h ln ™ a ) c ' 
call S his n=me.' In Ociman East Af»o> elephant hunter- 
in(1 * T refrain from women for day? before they >et mu 
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fur Lire elMsfcJ We have stfeii Hit In the Mine region a 
wife'd hifiik-Jliy during the Iwtltcr* aUre^cc h believed 10 
i;Svt thri elephant power over him *0 i- tu hid or wotmd 
him/ A? *{hls belief Is clearly * ‘Upcr^rilion, tuised cm 
sympathetic magic, *0 doubt] tit is the pnreike of dimity 
before the iuuiL The py^mr* of the ;*rMi African fontst 
ate aUsu reported tu ohserrc strict eonliiirnre rhe night 
bcSbze un important hunt, U Is Mid thin ?/ this time they 
projjiti luc thdr nucetitun* by rubbing lK--ir tkulls* which they 
keep in bjxcv, with palm oil and with water fit which tire 
inhea of tht burk Mild of a COM; in tree have 

been mlxTsti 1 

The llulcho] Indians of Mexico think that only the pirre ctomy 
of hemi should hunt the tker, The tim would never enter 
a marc put up by a man in bve ; it would only look it Ihmiftttu 
.-non 41 Pooh, pooh," and go back tire ftuy It came Good 
luck In love means bad luck in deer 'hunting. But even 
tho-Hc who have beat <ih£Emmf mtir-t Invoke the lid of The 
lire to bum the last Taint or blemish out of tliem. So the 
night before they set out for the elmse they gather round the 
file And pray aloud, all Irving ro get 11* near as they an to 
the flaming god, and turning every tide of thdr Mitt to 
his blcascri influence They bold nut thdr open hiiiids to Jr* 
warm the palms, spit on them, and then mb them qnkkiy 
over their jolnti, legr, and *hmtfd€n T a* the shaiuanj do in 
curing a sick man, in tinier that their limbs and threw* may 
be as strung as thdr heart* Are pure fur the task of the 
morrow, 4 A Carrier Indian of British Columbia uied to 
separate from hi. wife for 1 full month before he traps 

fur and during thi. time he might nut drink from 

the vessel &< his wife* but had to use a specbl cup 

made of birdi kirk. The nrglcci of these precautions 
would cause lire ^aftw to c^ape after it had been 
snared, Bui wbmi he was about to mare marten*, lire 
perbd of continence wa> cut down to ten da) +.* I hr Sia F 

1 F. Kjc^foinJ, /bwi-A - 

fLdiick. 1 %t:, *J7 1 C LuinTiuJi^ 

* St* Hi ,1/n/v .-?#r dm# Ar Jr^ EL 4 a *f r 

een> ru)*L j*, IsJ 1 F*il!« A* I>, Utility " 4 Notts, 

* MAT- b * a Le* ri^ ^:r«J, a» l Sh+o*- 

r fluiuwi Cbl^iir^ imp. I s 5->7J p- luteal uh th* MVima 1%^" 7Vwi|. 
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a tribe of Pueblo indium ob«rv* chatty for four *» 
Ss^Tbcfo** hunt v v. ■■ ' u the wbole *ta 11 **** J*" J 
(XT' the came be oojy rtbtdts. 1 Among tM Indiansof 


lactar? 

Itiiirtilig- 


***“' rabWN. 1 Among tM T«ts»« Mfa» g 

British t.i'lumbia hunters who dedre to icriire tf ] M 
feit will wash Ihcir tv> lies with ginger-root far 'h™ cf 
*™, arid i]o not touch a woman for two or three nwmthi, 

A Shttswap Indian, who intend* to go 0,l ‘ hunting m n. 
*»tap Uy from hi* wife, or be would have no ht^ 

A morn* the Thompson Indians the gristyd*»c hunter iniir 
abstain from in tercourse for some >«nr 

forth to hunt. These 1 ndkns boUeve that beats always b 
what is said of them. Hence y man who '"lends w 
bear-hunting must be very careful what he says about the 
beaiis or about W* preparations for killing them, or lhe> 
will get wind of U and k«P out of htj igr. J" ^ ^ 

tribe of Indian* l,a: . P CFS anH h « rt,cr ■ , '. 

verv naniculsu*. would nol cat w ith other people wlieu -he) 
we^ engaged, or about to be engaged. ,n hptfog m 

trapping; ndlher wm£IU the* 1 eal tOQ f 5 ? 
Zinnia she were old. They dnmk cold water in 

which tnouaiam juniper or wild rhubarb hud teen 
Ming ,i cup of thdr own. whld, no one else might touch 
I turners seldom ^mhed thdr bdr-but they «.« <w » 
expedition, tat wnW lo do BP their return T* 
reason for this last rule it* Certainly imt that al such 
they have no time to attend to their persons . I ic cu ^ 
probably bused or, that superstition* objection to wuclidio 
heads or tabooed perwt* of which «mc example have a read j 
been given, and of which more will lw adduced >■■ lott.j. 

Tones l» the late autumn <jf early winter a lew families m 

«-ST d Hldatsa Indians seek some quiet sjmt In the forest an 
ffiT pitch their camp them to catch cagiefc After aeUuiK np thdr 

dlcfiiJii 
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ictdn they build m rtrn-ili met) kirJC-lodge- where the ci:xv monies 
supjitiSL-d to be bidiJifWi:(tabic for hiij'pim; the enjjks are per- 
fm nicO_ Nu u-diaim may cilUl it 1 lie trjpiwesct on High 
pEu'-c.* anitJUjj llic ijidgiibbiimii* hitli. \V hen *onMf 01 Hie nftcfl 
wish to f.iliG paillli t hr tiAppiii^. t1v:y- fat ami That gaby duy 
f.o ate medlctacO^pu There they cau&«e without lewd 
until about jnldnJgH when ilicy partake of a little nourish¬ 
ment and fall asleep* The) 1 gel Up juit before cLiwn, nr 
w)wJti the motTiing-Slu* et-ai* and go so their trajp& 
Th&x they 5 it nil duy ivithmit food or drink. Matching ft r 
their prey, and atruggHug, it may be* front time in time with 
n captive eagle, Foe they always take the birds ahve They 
return to the tiunp Jimsift Am they approach, every one 
tuuhc* into hi* tent . for the hunter may sidthet *« nm lie 
-tarn by sny of liL* felloe* ljiiHlcfs until he cntcra tJie 
media ne-hidgri They spend the night in thr tod pc* nmi 
aWtiE midnight eat and drink fur the \n?A lime ^ince the 
previous mkbngHt; then they He down to sleep* only up 
ri^e.- lie fore dawn tvpjb anew to the trfipc IE any 
rme of them has caught Eiutlmi^: during the: dny, hr may not 
ilerp m night, but mu-il spend (tin limn in load lain cti Tat lchi 
and prayer. Tlib routine ti^ to bt observed by each 
h utile r for fear * lay« and tout nlgbls, after winch be rccurni 
to hln own letll* hungry, thirsty, -ind tired, and follows his 
ordinal pumiltaI till h* fad* able fo go again in the eagle* 
l raps. During tbr four days of the trapping he iee?i none 
of hi? funnily, and ‘.peak* to none of hu friends except tho*c 
who are engaged in Hue trapping ot Uie *ainc time- They 
hetieve that if any hinder tab* to perform alt lltese iiies, ibt 
citgle till |p:t one ol Ui* dlitwi l&rrtt and Ecu* hu 
M#\ Siamk There are men in Urn iribe who Im hud 
their band* cr ipplni fof life in that way}. It h odious that 
thr severe fiwting coup led uith the *diort deep, or even the 
total siecplwnc^, of these «ij*!e-btntlwi tin only impair 
their physical vigour and *** far tend In biapadmie them 
for c-purring the eagle* TIh motive of their hch*\ low in 
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(hew resoeets is purely [>&rHtittem*. not rational, r * ni * ■**' ''^ 

IT ”,r«Ei. !i-=«— -bw. 

t ten on (ten, II inoram- »*b thar «v» «~1 

'""'Anamination of all tltv many owns In «M* the navaga 
loama [.|i:lif liispaiaaosoiKl remain.' chaalctiom imnivar o •'''[* 

S3*, SS J 5 SSs»Hiwb« I mm* *1* “ ^ 

i"***"* 1 1]n ] v a JU u few miscellaneous example of tlu- ct,tum b. 

5ES*" oaniitg to the Mrrraimesof poriSeatlnii »h»inrn»i««r™ltr 
STh" Ur tunl 6*1-™*" ritcr UkcIk* 
cm. The workers trl the ialfc|W» near Slphotml, * ;. J 

must abstain f«am all seximl relatiop-i ak ‘be plate where the) 
£lt£ . and <* may » omMkrir tad, «, £>£ 
thttiutlves under an umbrella from the butttfog ol *? 
gfun, 1 Among ‘He K«dims of SJurma the tentWtH used _ 
male big beer is prepared by two women, chosrn >y “ > “ 
dan n/the ;hre? days tbut ‘he process \**' ""V** 1 n .° , " 

«id Q n J m-ty have no c m; ugal ***** Mg *. 

otherwise « is supposed Ibal tt* ^ 
the Masai h*mey-wb*« brewed by a 

|i« In n bur apart for them till the wrne > read* o 
drinking Hm they an* strictly forbidden to have ~ * ua | 
inUMounse with each other during this time ; rt « d “J> 
c-sentiil that they d»uM be chaste fer lwo ^ brfo* W 
begin to brew and for the whole of the «* **■**“■ 
Urging lasts The |l*l believe that were he «*- 
to commit a breach of chastity, not only «voi. 1 ^ ft y 

undrinkable bat the b«* which made the hone* " OJ . * 
uwav- Similarly they enquire that a men who w makm„ 
Jw l^n should sleep alone and observe other talwos whtc 
S* him stmost an «!«*> Tin- W-wJbnrU* a trd* 
7L »mu region as the Masai, believe that the mere 
,'rieitcc of a woman in the neighbourhood id a nan who U 
brewltij; poison would deprive ‘he poison of ns venom, mid 
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llint the same thing won It! happen tf th= of l(, o 
maker were to commil adultery while her husband was 
brewing the peW In ihii Ui ear* It k •**•"» that .p 
raltonedistic explanation Of the taboo U Impossible. Hoft 
could the loss of virtue tothe pdson be a physical *>■*- — 
nuence of the few of virtue in the pebon-maker's wife. 

Clearly the effect which the wife 1 * adultery is ^pposen 
to have on the poison is a ca^: of sympathetic jungle, her 
ndatemket sympathetically affects her htobend und in* 
work at a distance. Wc may. acoMdingly, infer *lth * me 
cutj fi<kncc Ihsil the rub nf continence imposed <m Uu pof-wi- 
maker himself U also •> simple en* of vympulhette m^ic. 

Hitd not, as a dvilUed rcadm mlghl be dispo^d to 
cunjeeture, a wise precaution tlw^U to ! J J cvcnl !ttm 
from accidentally poisoning hU wife. Again, to take 
flther instances, in the East Indian bland of J*»t« i*°f e 
smear their bodies with coco-tmt nit a* » protection 
iscaiost demons. Hut in order tl^l the charm may I* 
effective, the oil must have been made by y°»«S yarned 
yirls. 11 lu the ScrangUo anti Gnrfin^: aiddpeUgoci 
the lame oil is regarded as an antkfole to potiofi; 
hu! It only possesses this virtue If the nuU- IW* been 
gathered on , Friday by a ^ v ho lias mm knowj. 
a woman, and if the oil fra* been extmeted by a pu 
maiden, while a priest rcciicd the appropriate ajredt bo 
Itie Marquesas Inland*, when a woman wai making c ;* 0 
Itur oil, die was laijooed for four or Bve w mom days 
during which she might have no tolflenm re with her husband. 

S2J, .M, ™l. I. ... *SI=«d .!'»■ f,«" •“»'» 

no oil,* 1 n the same isfcrnSsi when a man hat- placed •dir fa ■ 
bananas and coc&imts in an men «1 hot rtdfle* U* bake ov® 
nisht. hr might not go in to hi wife. > t the ^ ®* “ ld 1101 
found baked to tto momin- * In ancient Madf° 

5L men who distilled the wine known ■ » ft## D™* the 

* W 1 ai5 4 &ft a 
JSSafSlSS^ES. ^ 

,« rnU |h * Ir 


TO I 


TAZOuEO 


eii Ah 


biu W.ll 

tun:; lm 

nrm« 
dbmrrtA 
(tun «4f 

Hiring* 


*,, of tlie CT«. .V* »W 
if ibcy usrerc; nxidmte, lii^y Uiauu ],! ■■* ^ 111,1 

”’' 1 iht BiL-Pdii jii. 1 Ba-ihflrtgti ■nl*> So" 1 '' 

ftfrics, »hor> i!ie site «l » w" '‘"■B' 1 ” E •**" * B Btas. 

d» ho»*» ™ WW** *" ' h ” T"”I’ThLVI e£“«3 

s. issjacss?S£ 
jsn? r 1 "'^ systfw ■ *r* - 

SSy wouhl ,»il tkt villa*. wW» ~ gg rtng Jjj 
Hut the chief would m to *“ 

lliaj the guilty wnroafl would never !l, - AT an 

S* J Ch^ofC^n-ail^ ^^“JSgtS 

IC , jri ui OH H river for the «Uo «f ■ tt " 1 A '' ( 

offers the traditional woffle** ami {nTXched 

die ddtfe> oil I tie work, h*4. to Hay «U the Ml* tfl 4 ^chea 

hovel orstiw, taking no p*H fe **« lobrrtlt, and ° bbC ™ n E*3 
.ric,. contiU-; for the p*b WU*~ tin ***** 
faU chastity would nniall a tench -f ttm <te£ HukjM 
nkiti. there can be mi «f m*I"S» n“E '* B / 

Lour of tin: chief for the KCOUtpIWuncHt of a task m 
Xh he doc not even hear a ** In New (Mow* 
the witard rvho performs certain lUpCfstitiou® c f remo _ 
the building and launching of a lame c** 1 ^ 13 wtin . 

S£i IrJ** chastity the whole time that it-« 

«3fa? Among ^ native of the Guwlfe Pentntuia m 
New Britain men Vrhoarc maklig ilsfa-^p* 4VW 

women and Observe strict continence. They bdifevc that 
TT^n were even in touch a ft*** it f* f 

nothing. 1 Hoc. therefore, the rule of continence probably 
ipr h, H f from a fear of infecting sy»i*thelically tbs lra l” 

*t lew. upcndUM.' IfimiwJ C»'*- 
town. F 
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with feminine weakness m perimpi with roenrtTt.»< p.llntion, 

Ev^ry year at the end of Soptaakr m 0* beginning 
October, when the north cast tnbi»ocin is n«ran cmfi, » t* ib* 
aflaige filing canoes leave Pori Moresby mid the WjjMg* 
touring Motu village? of Nov Ciiinca on ^ j^ ml 

the ddtts Of the rivers which flow into the t^WHW Ctuli. 1 he : ; 

canoes an- laden with a cargo of earthenware [*». 
after nlx>ut three.nonlhi they return. siting before tn, north- ^ 

west monsoon mid bringing hte n of sago which they 
have obtained by 1*^ for their crockery, it , 8 abuot the 
beginning of the soortn»*e monsoon, that is it. Aprltor . ■ >■ 
that the Shipps, who are leading men hi the *»)«£* <*** 

UP their mindsto go on these trading vn^ges. When Wfc 
resolution if taken they communicate »t to their wtvca,and 
from efatmt that time huteml And wife ^ to cohubd. 

the same custom of conjugal «*«**» ^ 

we may call ilic mate or second m command of e^h s&. 5 cf 

m it Ia not till the month of Augim shat the work of 

preparing (he canoes for sen by over Idling sod caulking 

C is taken aeriously in hm,d. From «»* “*** 

^hpw atid mate become particularly sacrwl or taboo 

Ltw}, mid consequently they ke* f > apart jrem them wives 

more than ever. Husband and wife. Indeed, sleep in the 

M L* but .on oppose rite of h- 'j! 

wife he calb her f ' maiden,' and the cal« lum JuN* 

They have no direct conversation or dealing’ with eaJ 
other If he wishes *> commt.nkale with her. he <> L « 
through * third persOO* usuw^y * relative of oob * 

hif air " The *ifcV JK»Wan IW>«1 •*«»“ *fT 

w *?, g gsi rs mS ssssss 
ssf^«Ui w»»' TSitrrs 

a toh.™hy» 

mtKe pjKlot «uM i» the <*i[hhmuhiwi of Ton Mscoby. 

_ „ r t;, M:T<tnmJiiEd*«SJ«tiwlj "‘i'l'P' 1- 

,^SS:S.h£Siv.«w £;-£ 

drtftSii'M rsr.rw 



as* rA&.WBD PERSONS 

He tap "fliere la a custom of inLding-vay&ijt? partie* 

If it L* *t ranged to go westward. to procure sarowfoot. w 
Ituler <if the party sleep* apart from his wife fof tlir time 
bciisJ, and '-"ti until ibc return from tire expedition, which i» 
sometimes a term of five months. They say if thun. is not 
dune the canoe of the chief will tm sunk on the return 

v,)y. . all the a now mol lost in the sea. und he himself 

covered with shame. 1 !c. however, who observe :hr- rate of 
self-denial, return', laden with arrowroot. h.u not ' tIro P 
of v,lt water to injure his cargo, and so a praised by lm 
f;«un«w- companions and ww." 1 The Afcamba and Akiktiyu of 
cajicrn Africa refrain from the commerce of uic suxra on a 
journey, even if their wives arc with them in the CRruvod; 
Aklkott. and they observe the same rule of chastity so long as the 
w cattle are at pasture, that is, from the time the Iwrdf are 
551 driven out to grest* in the morning till they come back in the 
evening. T Why the rule should be ia force Just while the 
cuttle are at pasture is not said, but we may conjecture that 
any 4 ct of in cm ilia'■nee at that time is sonseW supposed, 
on the principles of iym|«thotic uUtfiic, to affect tile animals 
injuriously. The conjecture i* confirmed by the observation 
that among the Akfkuyu for eight day - after ^ quiirtcily 
festival', which they hold for the wire of swuriitg l.**! 1 * 
hissing on their flocks ami herds, no commerce is pnmitbsd 
between the sexes. They think that any breads oT eon* 
tinence in these eight day* would be fallowed by u mortality 
among the flocks.* 

Tbsrflj*>>> If the taboo* or abstinences observed by hunters atuJ 
t 8 *” * ** 1 fishermen before and during tire chase are dictated, as we 
out luiKTi have seen reason to believe, by aujXT»iitiuu.i mntives, ami 
£££ chiefly by a dread of ofTending or frightening tits spiHls ol 
•miciT.n (he a Mt intr whom it i= proposed to kill, wr may exjrect 
that the restraints imposed after the slaughter has been 
(prunin’ perpetrated will be m least ns stringent, the slayer and his 
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friends having now tUe added I'cai of the siiipT 6*®** of ^ U 
victims licfrue thslt eyes* Whereas on the hypothesis Uvai uiw., 
the abstinejiOfJ in question, Including diosc from food, 

4 tid Skcp* mciely salutary precaution* tor n«l»g m*™ 
.. l,»*lth and atreneth vo do (heir wotH.it »* ° “ 


; inti skep, arc merely salutary precaution* iw P*™ 1 "* 

the nirn in health and strength l& do thar work, it fr 

obvious llnr the ob**V«We <* abstiner^ or tn^ 
nfter the work is done, that 1*. when the pu« is killed ».d Bl( J£ r 
the ii-ij caiwhU must be wholly auperfluoa*, absurd, and 
inexplicable. But as l shall now shew these taboo, dm 
continue to be enforced or even increased m «inn K cney alter 
the death of the animals, in other words, after the htlider or 
asher has aecomptlslmd Ids object by making htj « 
landing Ha fish- The rationalise theory vt them *«*"• 
break, down entirely l ll* bypOtheskoi superstition .* dOW 

the only one open to us- c,„i. - .h- Titow 

Among *hrr limit or Esquimaux of iknng Strait MjeT^ 

dead betfe* of viifatu animals must U treated very ana. 

by the hunter who obtafea them, so thnr their shai e> y 
not be offended and bring bad luck or even '^th upnn hm ^ = 
or his people" Hewe the L'nilit hunter who ha, had a il4jM 

tSLVSmm * > m r 1 ^ T - ■“ 

take one from the net, is not allowed to do J 

next four day*, that being the time *’™e " hl £ 
ol of 'he whale U supped to siaj' with its Ixnly. 

-he same rime no one In the village may use any sharp or 
&£ bmmM for fear of «*dl« the 
*7. vh ■ i^ii-.-j to be hovering invisible in the neigh^nif' 
hp^l and no loud milm may be made l«t it should IHfibtCfi 
-I. *h<- it host Whoever cuts a while's body w ith an 
°* irtdwl the use of all iron tatwntenta li 

forbidden m the village during dmae^ 1 

V,.^ , sticdal name (*»-“ hlu>:n-iuk) lor a apoi w 

ground where certaf* thing, are *^£ *^J*£ * 

" * , * ^ -mv cdl influence W f ' cc 

SaS K*** or though the Influence 
fended -iwxvm* « um1 u jomeiiines con- 

rr::":-. r ^#2» ; 

?' -isj^SSSSteiSS Sr-* 
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r^cct the tatter the ground A thought to Ik; rtangcrniB only to 
I* ^ liitn who there jJcrfurnH Mr fartiiihf™ iKi. For ex tinpir, 
Um^imhuui [ 1 1 r- ihctif Where * Lend white wtiak hzs been beade d h sa 
^tzirng iej^n!fltL At sudi ft plACe mid time to chop ivood with 411 
’ * run ■* ***W >0 ' 9CI ^ to be fatal to the Imprudent person who 
choj:v Death, too, is Mippoicd to result from cutting wood 
wish nft imn aste where salmon are being dressed An oid 
mail at St. MkHael told Hr. Notion of a mdattchnly ease of 
thk Liiml which had fallen within die of his own obser¬ 

vation- A man began to chop a Jog -near a woni.yi who 
splittEn almor. : both of them tih'd soon afterwards. 
The person of this disaster is the oicl itrnn explained, wa.i 
that the shark or ghost (iitttn\ of the mlmon and the spirit 
or mystery 0 u-tt) of the ground were incensed at the pro- 
ceeding. Sadi offences arc iMiked fatal to even.' person ivhu 
n»ay be present wt the desecrated spot, Doga are regarded 
* 5 very Dnclfiau and offensive to tile shades of game anininfe. 
and great can: is taken that no dog Shell get at the bone* of 
A white whale, Should a dog touch one of them, tire 
hunter might lose life lurk ; his nets would break or he 
nh mined by the whales, end life spears would not strike. 
Hut |ri addition to the slate of uticl can ness or cabo. which 
arise, from the presence of t he shades of men oi animals, 
th^c Esquimaux believe in nudeanneis of another sort 
which, though not ao serious, nevertheless piv«h nm * id; rusts 
<> f kilt Jock in hunting, ft consists. ive ,ire told, of a kind 
of invisible, impalpable vapour, which may attach itttdf to a 
person from some coauuuuatktn, A hunter hi fee it.! by 
such a vapour fe much more than usually visible to game, so 
licit iife tuck in the chase It gone until he succeeds in 
cleansing himself once more. That fe why hunter, must 
avoid menstruum u-onren ; If they do nor, she; will be unable 
to catch £jiincJ 

71106 **** Esquimaux or Ik ring Strait cckbnite n great 
tetJw annual festival in December, when the bLddera of nil the 
gfet seals, whales, walrus, and white lx‘ars that hsve been killed 
K-jiimwsi lo tl« J’tsar are taken into the svsembly-hnurc of the village. 
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ril? T rtmtMb rJiftnr fat wveral day^ am! so long ns they do tm! Owi 
ro the hunter* avoid aII mfercniir-.n: wish women, laying lisal ^ 
if they filled In that fe p ■ i i h - i .hndh?» of the dead animals tff«pu3* 
would b* iiflcinkti 1 Similarly among the /limits of Alaska 
the hunter who hud it ruck a whnlc with & charmed spear im-w 
W nrUd not throw ag*in h hut returned nt otsce to his home and * llw 
^jiamstrd hiru.‘.df fmm his people in a hut nj?acbilly com 
itrnaed for the pirrpme, where he stayed for three days 
without iraofj or drink, arm I without touching or lookinj;; upon 
n worn at]. During this time of sectuiioii he stiorted 
occiuiT^ruilly in imitation ni the wounded mid dyin^ ivlutir, 
in order In prevent the wbafe which be had utrlick fjTjiu 
the »ast. On the fourth day he emerged fmm his 
’delusion and ballicd in the sell, shrieking in u huatie vairc 
^nd bc.itin;'; the water with fits hands. Then, taking with 
him a companion, he retailed to that part of Uic shore 
where hr- expected tr. find the while stranded. [f the be apt 
was dead he at once cm out the place where the death* 
wound had been inflicted. If the whale wj. not dead, lie 
“gain returned to his hemic and continued waahtflg himself 
until the whole dial/ Here the hunter's. hniLdfcjn of the 
wounded whale k probably intended by imii^cd homoeopathic 
ma^ic to make the bciist die In eame^L Among tJvc 
KanUgmuts of Alaska the men who Attacked die wiislr were 
considered by their countrymen as unclean during the ftshirg 
season, though Otherwise they wwe held la high honour.* 

The central Esquimaus; of Baffin Land and Hudson Bay t*u=* 
think that whales, ground seals, and nuamun real* •rrigtriited 
in ilie revered Angers of the goddtii Sedm Hctwo 6 n 2 *tnl 
Ksquimau of these regirmi mu'it make atonement for .-ireli InrlT'it^ 
Of these animals that he kills, and muni trfoem- strictly ***-•*"•»■ 
certain Inbons after their slaughter Sonic of the rules. of 
conduct thus enjoined ire Identical with thee whfsh Are in 
force after Ute death of a human l<ctj»g, Thu-, after rile 
killing nf one of these seu-frmsmiKiJ.,, is after the decease Of 
a, |trr«Mt, it Is forbidden to scrape the fca,i fiom the window, 

1 I; W. Nil. of, p. mu i,;». .im At.'imi tf 

tmnpm jiji. jtf.j ff Th: I'lulriet . r/jj -j tpr*krr jjjnS Auguu j, 

'd tfeks K^num will U t*4r?, pf. [<j< Jf H 
■Unfi^t m * tat .1 'Hit of nu> *■««. MV If. bill, JUdu *mt u, Jf*. 

■ t tWroB, X/pft tm tlk* i\ 7»Ap ,..-m r [pinion, f f&| 
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Cilftt, 


Tm 
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to t1iakc t hr bed or to disturb the shmltf under foe bed, to 
^fthT^ptn,? of oil frem Under Ihu to ^|* 

,.' ■ tVfJlJ1 .kin* to cut snow far the pdrjx^ <4 » u - lll,t S H * 
"™» „ n ml wood, stone, or Lv-^y. Furthermore,«™ 

„* forbbSden to comb tb^r hah, to wash thdr fat**, and to 
dry the:Jr bnota and stockings- Att these T^ulfction* ^ 
be kei>t with the greatest care after a ground seal . 

killed!* because the trtmgressfon of ubooj ,luU to J , 
animal makes the hands of Seihw very sore. H hen - 
is brought into the hut, the women must stop working un i 
h 1* cut up. After the capture of a ground seal, welrtH* 01 

lh.U,.W n>m« ■«. to three 4^ *«"»•*£ 3ft 

however are forbidden; they may mend *rtid_» retuie 
Wilkin,'but they m*y not make 

o ■ the new skins of rarlhou. th* American ronulcrr, is nrtcu> 

prohibited ; far a series of rule, forbids. 

„ ; h , t ajjJmal and the sea-msmnuia Thus reindeer <* in* 
i»Eu Stained in iiuUSicf may no: be prepared before the ilc 

SS b h U to».=a »rel the ta» real i» "'tlta'ta'3*3 

T mer at soon as the first walrus haa been killed, tim v ont 
pjpst *tnp again until the nest autumn. Hence ever ybod y £ 
ea^rte have hi* reindeer-skim ready tt <\™^y " 
for until that i, done the walrus season will uotbepiu %hen 

the first walrus bn. Wn it 01*1 a tncssmger E*« 

,o village and announce* the news whereupon ah w J* rk **’ 
reindccr-skln* Immediately caw** On the uthcr haiu, « _ 
the season for hunting the reindeer begins thc 
clothing fttwl the winter tents that luid been in we d'mug 
the walrus hunting *ea#on become tabooed and arc buried 
under atones ; they may nut I* ««* 

hunting mW e*rn*mi. No walrus-hide or thong* made 
of such hide may lie taken inland, where the reindeer live. 
Veniewi may nol be put in Use same boat with walrus-meat 
IWT vet With salmnfl- 1 f venison or the antlers of the t^deer 
were in a boat which goo walfua-fatmting, the boat would be 
rtnhie so be broken by the -dm . The E^iiim ^ net 
allowed to oat venison and walrus on tire same d»y. wila» 
liiov firs: strip nuked or pul on cfolhiuj. of rehidttMikJn that 
has never been worn in hunting «*lrtu* 1 he LnuugresaHH* 
of these taboos gives umbrage to the wuls of wafro*; and a 
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myth u lokl to account for the mutual *vrm on of the Wn* 
and tile reindeer. And fo geiwr.d the Ksqutitutux that 
Scdnst diaUkeii the reindeer, whcr-fore they may not bring 
ihe beast into contact mill Im favourites. the sc^inummidi 
Hence the meat of the whole and the -cul t a* well a* uf the 
walrus may not be eaten ini tlst mjtvf* rfav with venison. Jr 
is 1101 jK-rmHJcd Um both ufi- »f mrnt I nr of. the Hour of 
the hut oe behind the lamp* n rhe mme time. Jf a man 
who Ikl; cation ventttni Jn ihn. morning happen* to enter n 
hut hi which seal meat Is king cooked, Ise allowed to eo-i 
venfouu on the bed, but it must tie whipped up before ii h 
carried inio Use hut, in id he mtust take care to keep clear of 
the floor. Before they change from out food to the other 
the Esquimaux mum wadi Uremsdve* 


Bm even ummg the m-bcub themselves there arc rufon 
of iDUUmJ avoidance which Iht-e central Esquimaux must 
olKmx. Thu* a person who tun Iran eating or hunting 
Tvufru^ must atrip naked or change his dot lies before he cuts 
^e.al ^ otherwise the tfansgrcsdori vilJ becoiEii: fastened to 
Hie i.mjl uf the wilnia m .* manner which will be explained 
presets t3y T Again, the son I of a -idnaw h very powerful, 
wid it - ludy may nq: lx: ealeu on the same day with waJ nas 
or vciibbtt. Sdumn may not be cooked in a poi tiiaf Jueh 
l^cn Used te hoil any other kind of meat; and it must 
ill way* be cooked at some distance from this hut. TJic 
lahuOTi-Fishrrr la not allowed to wear hoots thfl! have been 
used in hunting mints ; and no work may ht done on boot- 
legs till the first -ahnou has been caught and put <m a boot- 
.N#* Once more the soul of ibcr grim polar bear Is offended 
if illt IuIkhts which concern him arc not oh*Crved. His *oyJ 
toirief for three day* near the spot where it left hiji body, 
and during tliese flays the Esi]uiinmix are particularly mra* 
iui to conform rigidly to the lawn nf taboo, became Bicy 
bdieve that pun nth me tu overtakes the trantigressof wit® vim 
agahwt dir *ouI of a bear for more speedily Hum Iihjj who 
sJni againsf the sonJst of lire sca-bcasted 

The native explanation q f the inborn thus enjoined on 

1 It ttuu, ■ H,f CilrtTil K&ik**'- ftwJjJV Uml *wi UMthw. Ik* - 
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sw hunters tumi^ the central Esquimaux has been given u= by rbc 
% a — eminent American eUttologitf Dr Fran/ Boas. As it k» 
KufaH^i* whiit rruy te culled the spiritual bisis Of bvtey.t in the clearest 
** |KKI * light, it deserves to Ik i milled with attention. 

TW ptiptt Tile gorl ly-.s Sedna, he tdte U?, the mutter of tlie sea- 
mammate. may be conutlered to be the chief deity of the 
nr-!alter ceillnd Esquimaux- She is sujipn>ed to tear supremo 
taanti !T% ■si'ea.y owt the dcsthfte* of man kin 1 1, and almost oil the 
M^ L *[n ob ser van ce * of these tribe have for their nbjecr to retain her 
JS?mT good will nr appear tier anger. Her hum*' U In Ite to*w 
. »iMiwia wwWi j le jAeSb in » (mum built of atone and whale- 

££&f * ribs. ‘ The sonlft of *aU» git«irui vala.lltul whales are believed 
to proceed hom her ten*. After one of tfiesa nnliuda has 
*hiub been killed, its -ionI stayi*^ the body fcf ihice'Uyt lUeu 
J t ffoes bach to Sedan; dwete, V* te* «0t ftttti SK* ln b >‘ !, ' r - 
()<m. fan |f, dutint; the three day:* flat Ihc soul stay' with the Ixdy, 
any taboo « proscribed custom N doWed, the violation 

.. ■ fits&eif) become •. attached tr* the aniivial i» min!, and cau^r* 

it pain The wmtl ntrires in rain u> free iitdf of theve 
attachments, hut is compelled to take them down to Sethi*. 
ISSSt*. The attachments, in ••umq manner not expjaJiial, make her 
iote. ami ite punishes the people wIm sit tin- cause 
of ter paid:- by sending to them sfcfewfcM, hod weather, and 
narration. If. on ihe other hand, all taboos have teen 
observed, the tea-animal* will allow thwitfdve- tote tatighl . 
they will even come to meet Ihr hunter. The object *il llic 
inttumenble taboo* Ihnt arc in lores after the killing of these 
sea‘animate therefore, U to keep their souk free from iitiadi- 
mcnLs that would hurt their souls as wdi as Sedim. 

The Mb “ The souls of the wa-aniinuls an: endowed with grater 
powers than ilirase of ordinary human beings* They can 
•Vili" ice the effect of contact with a corpse, which cjura objects 
touched by it to appear dark in colour; and they can sc* 
cduitt df Ulc efleet tif flowing human blood. from which a vapour risra! 
Hvi* su rrtendi the Mceding person and is communicated to 
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Ckcry hub and every thing , |, lt Cirfltlt , j n cen „ - . . 

* pe ^? rL , TIA va P° Uf »™' Lh« dark . tiJnur of death' «r SK2f 
**&*** to the xouis of the aw-anlmals, thrfSSUi 
th!L , n " VF " h ' lnter ' hU ' ' nl:<Acil Tfl - imm ™““ 

“ r* Gt i 1 s ^ ,p[c wjL ° ha, -' c » wy. 

I h . "h.« are bleeding mom pirtieuhdy with men- 1 u ’ 

atrumfng women or with those who W c rete-mv 
h ; tth TU+ k i r ll ' ' given 

ft. ^ v 1 J * n J r0l,ewlw ^ touched * body or who 
13 should aJIow other-; to come in contact with him 

tiirShm t l tV hC:m 10 dl<rta5ltlful *1^ ^1*. and 

^ <n 35 * elI ‘ Vor Uk - otrtom demand 

be Has torched 

, llv ’ amJ Ulflt "Omen imul mukc known when they flte 
memmiatinp or when they have had « miscarriage, U they 
do not do « they will bring ilMuck to all the h,Inter* 

I ideas have given fiv: to thr belief that it is news- 
« 0 ' to announce the tmfisgreatim of any taboo The trans- Tb. Umu , 
**" of a am Is distasteful t(J Sedm and to the animaU 
and th«,r who abide with him will become equally dhiaaiaMlSS* 
hmo - h contact witli him. For this reason ii has come to** 1 " 

1“;: Trlu^"^ h> ; CUSEOm al,d "> Q ^ to confess any ami SST* 
every transg rescan of 4 taboo, in order to protect die com- *** 

mtmdy from lire evil mflmtruc of contact with tire evil-doct, £»*•, 
The dnmjltioiis of Eskimo life given by many observers Jt “ w *’ 
Lon^m record* of Stamtfon, which, according 10 the belief 
of the natives, was brought about by some one transgressing 
a Inw, aisij riot -muoundng wkai he had done. 

■* l.prestnao LLc Imiwrtance of she confession of a lna9 . 

frmn m"' 7 * W "7 “*!*» ° ,i,m to Hcc,. at a distance I w lh . 

from die transgressor, has gradually led to the idea Uiat a < ™ 1 ™ 1 

** «o fiC d mr ^argr 

' !£ one of the most remarkable trait* tn tTm * 

«nmn,r the religion, beliefs of the centra! Eskimo. There IS? 

■.t innumerable tales n) starvation brought nbout hv 
ton^fon of a taboo. Jp vain the hunt™ trv lo 
supply thdr family wi.h food • and drifting \ tWw 

nuke their eiuhramnn IHiitleA. Finaliy the hdt. «f the 

\-ik (■ invoked, and hr. discovers that the ciuv of the 

1 TTlll ihf ibfl) iv f t timm 
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misfortune or the people is do* to the twassressjon of a 
taken*. Then the guilty coo is searched for. 11 he conlcsses, 
all Is well : lhe weather moderates, and the «al* allow 
themselves to be caught; but ii he obstinately «8dntelm 
hts innocence. bis death alone will soothe the wrath oJ 

die offended deity, * * 4 . , , .. 

The tfiiugrcsflidnji of iabaoa do not affi^t thr wm* of 
cjime alone U h« ill ready been staled that she m»* 
mammal* tluib effect upon man »**. «bo *Pl*«» *“ 
t i V( .j n t> [ a Hark colour, or surrounded by a vapour which is 
invisible to ordinal? man. This mean*. of «“«*• **“* J^ e 
*S 1 £/L tranuirestton al*o adepts the soul of the eviHMer. i. w* 

KT“^ 31 tt«hcd -to bin..;* Tf.-wjW 1 

JS“» is able to sec these attuchrnems wrtli the help of »» 
’Sail* guardian spirit, and b able to free the soul from them. W 
fiftT'dil- U not done, the person must die. in many «** »*■ 
««d «* transgression* become fastened also to persons who come in 
recontact with ibe *vil-dner, TXk w especially tnjcof 
,iudte. children. to whose souls th* sms of their parent*, 

jttrficnUrly Of their mothers, become madtly attached 
Therefore, when ft child is sick, the timt of all, 

^ks Its molher if she ha* transgressed any taboos. fbe 
auncbment seems t«* have a dlfintt appearance, according 
to the taboo that has Ueti violated A black attachment is 
due (o mnwvfng oU-dripjdnjp bmn under the bmp, a piece 
Of caribou-skill represmit* Hie scrapings removed iron * 
caribou-shin at a time when such work was tor bidden. As 
soon as the mother acknowledges the tnuu^resskjn m » taboo, 
the attachment leaves the child 1 * soul, and the child recovers. 
■n*£*wi “A number of customs may be explained by the 
«.8*nyio eD(leav( , urt „f the natives It* keep the *ea-mammals free 
from contaminating faiflimw. AM the clothing of a dead 
p-rwn the lent In which be died, and the skins obtained by 
" him, must be discarded t lor if * hunter fhould war clothing 
made of skill* that had hew. in coUtad with the deceased, 
the*.: would appear dark, tind the seal would ovoid bun. 
Neither would a w.il allow itself tn be taken into u hut 
(Urtencd by a dead body; and nil ribs* wb* entered such * 
hut would appear ilark to it, and would be avoided- 
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“While it cntAvtimry for a. Kucocsafiil hunter 10 invite mtfMif 
«ill the mm of the village lo* cat of ih« seal that he . 

rtiighi, they must nm fake tiny of the seal-meat out of the l»& 
hut + becaii -.c it might conic in emime: with pc wins who are 
under taboo, uud thus the hunter might incur the displeasure 
of the sea! mid of Sedna. This is partialtarly strictly 
fbrtfitfafcti in the case of the first seal ri the season, 

“ A woman who has a new-born ehttd. and who has not 


quite recovered, roust enfc only of caught by her husband. 
by a Ixiy, or by an aged man ; else the vapour arising from 
her body would become attached to the souls of other seals, 
which would take the transgression down to Sedim, thus 
making her hands sore 

M Castf of premature birth require particularly careful 
treatment The event muss be Announced publicly, d» dire 
results will follows If a woman should conceal fmm the 
cither people thru she has had a premature birth, they might 
come near her, or even tin in her hut of the scab procured 
by her husband. The vapour prising from her would tfiua 
affect therm, anil they would be: avoided by the seals* The 
trin^gresskm would also become attached to the soul of 
the seal, which would take* it down to 5 edm* M 1 

In these elaborate taboos so well described by lie Boas in e* 
we seem to see a system of anjmkin in tlit Met of passing 
imo rdi^iom The rules themselves bear the clearest inteesofife* 
of having originated fn a dcurtrinc of souls, and of being 
determined by the supposed likes and dislikes. sympathies 
and antqiathTee of the various duse* of spirit* toward each 
oilier. But above and behind the souk of men and attimtfl#™ 
has grown up the ovmhiulowJrig concern fort of a powerful tJEiily u 
godded who rulta them all, so that the ubrxis come 
and more to be viewed a* a means of prnpil lilting her rattier «-*r. 
than as merely Adapted to suit the tastes of the souls them- 
sdve&. TbU> the iLutdiiril of conduct H jihiflctl from a jea^y 1 U» 
natural to -i ulipcrnatunil hojut: the supposed wish of die 
deity or, as ur eutmjmtdy pui it, the will ofGod^ tends to impcr- 


1 IV tkton- 11 T« HiVjrtf* M rifiui fill Uf-Oft b i|imNi^ thi r 
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scde the wishes rc.Vi ot imaginative. of purely nitlmal being;: 
im the measure of rifjhi and 1 hi' ctlJ yinjjt taboos, 

resting on a, theory of the tHrett relations of living creatures 
Lu each other, remain in BflbatBlICt: Unchanged, hut ilicy an-’ 
outwardly iramfornied into ethical prterph *‘Wi a religious 
imbb or su^rematurn! sanction. In this gmtlual pa-.i,igi: of it tilde 

♦™n«w phi)o:,o|ihv into an dementary religion the place occupied by 
pUj'el' confession as a mnrnl purgative fa particularly Interesting. 

[ CB n hardly- agree with Dr. Hoa* that uimttg tlmre 
IpMt Esquimau* the confession of fins was in its ■irigitt no more 

I' piin a means of warning others against tin: *IungGfCiH 

h““* contagion of the sinner ", in other words. Hint is^ saving 
efficacy consisted merely in preventing the irmuamt 
rplnrwo from suffering with tlie guilty, and that i* had no hualirig 
virtue, m> purifying influence, for the evil-doer himself. 
It te-tms more probable that originally the vinbtrem of 
fTtS* iahO ’„ III other words, the sin, vr*s conceived >u something 
„r miwisnj a | nio *[ physical, n sort of morbid substance lurking in the 
sinner's body, from which it could be expelled by confession 
•' flr4 Js3 rt * hy a sort of spiritual purge or emetic. This is confirmed 
i!- i • by the form of .lU'ieu! u- io:.lc- :, -:on ft'i ic f : I pracifacd hj 
ilirr Akikuyu of British East Africa. Amongst them, we 
are told, M sin f» c- emblly remissible; it suffices to confess 
it. Usually this U don# to tin* sorcerer, who expels the sin 
by a ceremony of which ihe principal rite is a pretended 
emetic: ktteiti&i*, deri ved freun inhibit ' to vomit,' '' Thiti 
among these lavages the confeiston and absolntton ol sins Is, 
so tn say, ,i purely physical process of relieving a sufferer of 
a burden which sits heavy on his stomach rather than tm liis 
conscience. fhls view of the matter U again eonfirmeil by 
the observation that the** wine Akileuyti resort to another 
physical mode ol expelling sin front m sinner, and that fa Uy 
the employment of a scapegoat, which by them, a* by the 
Jews and many other people, hat been employed a* a vehicle 
for earring away moral rubbish ami dumpin'* it ^ toe where 

dat For example, if = Kikuyu nwri ha* ajmralhcd iucevt. 
which would naturally oiitatl hit, death, he product-* a mi 1 - ti- 
ture in the -hnpo of a hr-gn.nl. In which by an ignoble cere- 
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wony he transfers his. guilt, Then the throat of the animal 
i cub and the human culprit h thereby purged of hh sbd 

Hence we may suspect that Ihc primary motive of the u* 
confer ton o| sms amcm^ >;iV..r;ca was — ]f-ru^ii ijiii*: : in Other 
words, t he iul' iilJ'.JiL was rather to benefit the firmer hi mhcif uni’ll jjn! 
than to safeguard others, by mir niny r them fjf the flange e they 
would incur by ecu 1 l1 111 * into contact w 1 Lit him Titf^i view h for tnt 

borne out by the ubervutiem that cyrsregion h sometime* 
uaed as a meutn a r bailing the flick tmiisgrtssor himself, who 
ly iUppoiiEiLl to recover as hkiu a, hz has iiwulc a tTea n breast 
of his trajrksgrbsaibti. Thus "when the Gmen ate severely 
’rick, they often Lhihb that they dull nut recover, imie^ Uiey 
divulge to a priest of nugjdiin every crime which they may 
Iiave committed, which lias hiLkertp been kepi ecrek In 
iucli a case they wld make n full ami LUcji they 

expect that Uitii Jivns will be s paied far a inae lunger. Hut 
iiiould they keep back u tingle crime, they finnly believe 
dut ihev i ltriJI *uflfer almost in^Um cknik" ; A-.;Jn, fh-v 

Aumhuaci ImiUlis, who, tinder the troptc:|| tuu of 5ouih 
America, ini mbit 4 chilly mjfcm [Mjrilcrbg on the perpetual 
linran of the Sierra Nevada in Colombia, bdiitve that all 
sfekin -- ;* a. punisitmein for fin. So when one of ihdr 
medJdne-mcn h nummoitcd to a tick berk he does not ctiijuirc 
after the patknfs ^yinpsmn* but nukes strange pu> jc* t>v=r 
him *<td aaks in a ^piitdual voke whether he will eon- 
fcs* hi- dill If the man jjmiiti In drawing u veil of 
silence over bti fruiltJes, the docluf will not attempt lo ifi?at 
him, but will tarn on his Had and Iriw the Houtt* Oh ihe 
other hand if a wtlufactory comV.doai ha* Iwli mad % the 
fccch direct I lie palfcnt'* frlerdi. to procure certain sx!d- 
looking bill Of Hone of shell to which tile -sltiv of thcr iuffeicr 
Olay be trsmtifeiTErd, for when eIiaI i> dOitO hr will lie made 
wholes I ; or i\\h purpose the siudaden vtone* or daell* aie 
Dirrlnd high up into the mountain a and tftld in hoib& spot 
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where tin? fint beam■ of IHf ilia, using in dear or cioudcd 
majesty .djove the loltg white slopes or (be lowering crags ot 
the Sierra Nevada, will strike ifcwft «t* them, driving sin and 
sidsiiM. far away by their radium Influence 1 Here, again, 
,vt: that 'in h reear-hH as .nim-thm. almost material 

which by ronfti.'arH) can foe tvmwed (rum liic Ijody of the 
patknt and aid on nones ot shells Fptlhw. Uie confession 
of siri j ha* be;-n resorted to by tome people as .. uicaita of 
accelerating the birth of * child when tin- mother was in 
hard labour Thus, '* among the Indians of Ciunemaia m 
the time of tlteii idolatry when a woman wa* in Lnbotir, the 
midwife ordered her tn fonfcsT her sins. l <md if die was no! 
delivered, the husband was te confo- his i and Ifiiia* did not 
do they took off Itix. clout- and put them about his wife’s 
[ulna j if still she could not he ikliwtftl, the midwife drew 
blood from herself and sprinkled (t towards the fo»u 4nailers 
1 of iicuven with some invocations and ceremonies * In the»e 
attempt-' of tri- Indium ti> need crate the birth of the child it 
sccnri dear that the confer-ion of dns on the part 5 : -t of the 
wife and afterwards of lire husband Is nothing hm a magical 
ceremony like the putting of the huib-imts ciothe* <M1 the 
siiff-rini' wn)U)' "i the sjuinhiing of 'he midwife a fo'ood 
towards She iOUr quarter* of the heaven, Arauitgst the 
A timnitahojka. a savage tribe of Madagascar, when a woman 
Is in lurd labour, a sorcerer is called in to her aid. After 
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making *omc magical signs &m I Uttering ooinc 11 [canliltiotift, 
he generally declares lhat the partem cannot lx: delivered 
until shr has publldy wrifewaed a secret fault winch she has 
committed* In such a ca^e a woman hats ktn known to 
confess to Incest with her brother ■ and immediately sfta 
her confession the child was bom , 1 lo lltcsc case* the curt- imb*^ 
fasten 1 of sins fa deaily riot u mode til warning people to 
keep deaf of the shiner ; it in a magical ceremony primarily ■ 
intended to benefit the sinner himself or herself and tin 
Other. The thing may prilmps be .nahl of a coliIcshEoii w *“j“^ 
which waft prescribed in a cerlitLfi ea^: by an deni Hindoo kLtI1 
rhtiaL At a grail festival of Vamna, wliJrij fell at the 
beginnhi^ of the r.tbay arason, the prfcat asked sbe wife of 
I he socriGccr to name her pEiftunrjiir or paramour ■s l and >bt 
kid to mention their njunt> or at least to bike up a5 many 
grus-itxdks as she had Icrvcm* Now when a woman who 
helotigs to one man cArrle- on Intercourse with another, sjic 
undoubtedly commits a sin againnl VkruniL Ik therefor* 
thus asks her, Jem she should sacrifice wills a react p*uig in 
ber mind ; far when canfa^cd the rin becomes Jc<s since it 
becomes truth ; til* h why lie thus uk* her. Ami whatever 
Connection she ermfe-cs not, that indeed will turn out 
injurio-ti* to Iter w;ktlyDii + H * Iti this p*y^igt of thn 
BrakmnH+t confe^iori of sin is s^Id to ilinuuiidi ttic 
sin, ju.it a* if the mure utterance of the wufilf ejected or 
e:t|^iled souks morbid it: a lief from the person of the sinner, 
thereby relieving her of Its burden and benefiting *b© her 
relatives* who would vuffar through any sin wlikh ^he miglil 
not have confer 

TlJuii at an early ifage rtf caJlure the eonfeefan of situ i?=m^ 
wans the rupee! of 4 bodily father ihau of a moral 
spiritual purgation; ii fa t* mutual rather than a rdagfaus &*« 
rile, and &* such it resembles the ccrwnmiie* of 
scouring, fumipittou, and *0 iWth, which in like manner 
are applied by nmny primitive peoples to the pimfiralkm i^SSSi 
of what tve should regard *-- mmi guilt, but what they 1 *®™" 
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umrHdI consider rattier as a crrpotcal pollution nr Infection, "hiJi 
r*?-. ■ , can Ik removed by the phj-vie.d agencies of fire, water, 
r.iita. pint? lu vwt. abrasion* sendficutum, »nd *> forth, U«t 
wIkh the goilt of »rt ceases to l* regarded as something 
kj iumi> mntcri&l, a start of dinging vapour of death, and is contrived 
. JJ the transpressioii qf the wilt of a wire and g**<d to id, it 

fin ISC l» obvious that the observance of these outward rilei of 

S’X* 1 ptwJfiCtttlon becomes superfluous and abrunl, * vain show 
which emtio! api-CBse the anger erf the offisadeil deity. Ihe 
only nicrms of turning away Ins wrath and averting the fatal 
eqn5«tiucrices of sin Is now believed to lie the humble con- 
legion and true itjientance of the dimer. At this stage o! 
ethical evolution I he practice of conlfedon loses its li[ d 
magical th-uimtct as a bodily purge anil iissomcs the new 
aifiect of u purely religious rite, tin: propitiation or i great 
k i ljki natural and moral being, who hy a simple rial can 
cancel the transgression and restore the transgressor to 
a «taif of pristine Innocence. This comfortable doctrine 
tfjichr, us that In order id blot Out tile criucts of our 
misdeeds we have only to acknowledge and confess them 
will] A lowly Slid ]>ciiucnt henrt, whereupon a mercilal 
Goul will graciously pardon our sin and absolve us and ours 
from it-. et»inrf|iwttc» It might indeed be wd! for the 
world if we could thu- easily undo tie past, if we could 
recall the word* that iuvvc been spoken ante, if we could 
nrrest the long train that follows, like u Bight of avenging 
rones, on every evil action, But tliis we cannot do. 
Our words and «L\ good .uni bid. have their natural, 
their inevitable consequence*. Cod may pur.Jon sin. but 
Mature ctinnOt. 

J, *, ]t seems not Improbable that in our own rule* of conduct, 

[’■-'■■ : *■ f|, (Hut we cull tltt common decencies of life « well as In 

the weightier matters of morality, there may survive nut a 
, f OT 0 jj ^vage taboos which, masquerading as an e*pie»ilcm 

of the divine will or draped in the flowing robes of I* i.dse 
7™ philosophy. have maintained their credit long after tl*s crude 
lil’mT 1 ' ideas out'of which limy rprang have tv-.-n diw.trdr.! by the 
1 proxies* of thought mid knowledge ; while on tln-othm lumd 
pfoiiiu, ruiiy ethical yfcecpta anil social laws, which no* rest firmly 
frti a ioSid fa&si* of utility, ntft) at first iutvt; »uinc 
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|j«ri..fon I>r Uiefr sanctity from tt,= whip ancient *y*trni of 
superstition. l or example, we mi hardly doubt that it) 
primitive iodety tile ctimv ut' minder derived ninth ttf iu 
hoittij bam 4 fcur of thu angry gliml af tin- murdered man, 
TJuia i u per it it ion may atvi- ah a cun ven tent crutch to 
momllu till -lie i» lining enough to throw uw*y the crutch 
and walk ulorte. To judge by the le^ii.lailon of the 
Pentateuch the ancient Sctnftrt njjpear to haw passed 
llnnij.-h a course of moral evolution not unlike that whirh 
wc ran still delect in prwev. amonj; the Esquimaux of 
BtlTtn Land, iime of the old Iuavi of |*rnr| arc clearly 
savage inhere* of a familiar tvjw thtnjy digitised as com- 
itiAiidt of i he deity. Thf» (Uptime in Indeed x fpiod ileal 
mure perfect in Palestine than in Puffin La ml, but in 
suir«tance it the untie: Among the Esquimaux it is 
die will of Sedan; among the Israelites ft is the will of 
JehovsE* 

Rut it a time to return to our immediate subject, to wit, 
the rules of conduct observed by hunters alter the slaughter 
of the game. 

When tile K .tyanr- or Ikihaus of centra) Borneo have shot 
one of the itnsided Bornean j^ntfurrs, the y ,irr: very 

rhe safety or ihdr zQnl% for thvy think that the 
flf a panther h almost mure powerful than tbdr owit. Hence 
they step eight times over the caveat <j i ihe tie rut beast 
nedting the *p*U, 41 Panther, thy spui under my *ouL M On 
returning horntr they smear ihttn selves. their dags, and tjieir 
weapons with the blood of fowls in order to e-dm their souls 
ami hinder them hewi) fleeing awa y ; for being theartclvtu 
ioTid ol the tlreh of fowls ihcy ascii foe the same taste to 
thdr soufo For eight dap iftcrwsnb they mmt hatha hy 
day and hy night before going oirt again in the chafe, 1 
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After kilHtin «1I some Indftni ” 

«. ^rtf, .he-Mbo ft. «w -‘ jggS, a,i« he Mho. 

r r r ^T n W 3W ill his meuih -Itid eject? it three tfmea Wrt ha feet. 

■« 3 St Si to the % on hi. own^ 

£jU.l«iJrti Urinrrt^-il^C t* rfEttcd^ l*S ItfV^TtUCiCSS 

■2=^ saaa sssu* i» 

wiemony. Wh«t the hunted approach the viitugr 

the mart who gave the lion the first WOtmd w hUdeti 
horn ™t*ye bv the shirhh which his comrade* *f<i up 
bote* him. ^i».fthchuo«f»Hci" 

r i r srfi nekksswSi SrSt- 

the ||OH-lslli-T. Uteu nc mwhile 

performance is repealed by another, - » clubs on 

L en ilp * ceud^ shouting latiinvwiCb ‘h^trcluhs on 

i 2 s t£ld.. S,*ocsontm tovl'ftvtwd'gMto .l^ 
n«.n a mean hut L. run up not far from the viliiije , rind »n 
thu hut the lion-kilter, because he i* .mdcan must reman 
four davs cut off fr«i» "H association with the tribe- hem 
be dyes his Wy all over with white paint: * nd . la ^*" 
SJ not y« been drtun.d*d p and a« ***** *'JJ"***} 
to line lean ness i in the same state as hbiseif, bring him n c,.U 
To cat and wait upon him. When the four 
Urc unclean man washes hM J*** h«wdf W*J 
paint in the usual manner, and b escorted back **"gg 
£ the head Chief, attended with a guard of htM 1 ^ 
a second calf U kilted; and, the nndeWUfcu j beiuj 
a „ end ev«y one « free to eat of the **"**» him. 
Z.r K the 1 lottcitcots, when a man hr* killed a bDn.bgnl 
denhant, or rhinoceros he is «T«<ned * gmat hero, but h= 
ia.IeftH.eJ with urine by the oiMlicim-raan «■*'>.■>, 

, t i£e quite 1.11c lor thee Ay*ft«Hng which be rtfc jg 
„« » him: .he b »1 m enjoined .0 «» hcucll 
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iif HUNTERS A.VTt FlSffFXS TABOOED hi 

t« ii poor diet and to cut no more than fa barely itt-ec *aiy 
to keep her In bfcaltbJ SimifarU the Lapp* deem h the c*™- 
height of gfary to .lull a Lair, which they consider the king 
of beasts. Ncverthcleii, all tin* inm who take parr tn the i^pr 
sin 11 jitter am regarded u* u tide an, and must live by them- 

far Kim: days in a hut or tent nude specially fw«<™ "'* 
theiDj when) they cut up and took the bear's carcase. The 
mrivjL. L ci which brought iu Lbc carnal*- an a. sledge may not 
be driven by .1 woman for a whole year; Indeed. according 
tn one account, ft nmv not be used by Anybody for rlist 
period. lltfaic Ihe men go into the tent where they ate la 
be secluded, they atrip thfiftudtres of the garment* they had 
won Jn killing the l*ar H and their wives spit the red jtike of 
older bark in their faces. They enter the tent not by the 
ordinary door but by an opening at the tuck. When the 
bear's fieri) lias been cooked, a portion of it is rent by (he 
hamJj of two men to the women* who may not approach lire 
farm's tent while the cooking is gtrint; or:, The tners -a ha 
convey the tfcsh to the women pretend to hr arrangers 
bringing presents from a foreign [and, the women keep up 
the pretence and promise to tic red threads round the leys 
of the stranger*, The bear's lies it may not be passed in to 
the women through the door of their tent, but must l-e thrust 
In at a special ripening made by lifting up the firm of ihi* 
tent-cover. When the three days' seclusion is over and ihr- 
men are a; liberty to return to thrir wives, they run, one 
alter the other, round the file, holding the chain hy which 
pots are suspended over it. Thin is regarded as a form of 
purificiiifiiri , they may now leave the Trtst by the ordinary 
door and rejoin the women. But the leader of the party 
mu’t still .detain from cohabitation with his wife f.-.r two 
dnyv tnore. ! 

Again, the (faffnes are laid lo dread greatly thr boa- 
w wirictor or an enormous serpent reremUHng it ; "and being 
1 l". S'.TivtS'-fiffiii fj.r.- rfiJJLj’! 1 - =W-*4J ; C, iif 

/ /i'u'-V. (. w | LoniJun* tJ5*J Ft /ViwtM faS *w-rr* y -*v 

* 51**55 TV f- rv-it fur r?. - frirtfw, vrt* rnipm* friitw* ,rm. 

£v*n;n* Li w tAui 4 ajc± ia rc_ru.- a+i+ud* rjfrjj, 

h 1 i inn-n^t£i BwJ the rsimiiT it c(n fJt j E. J. j /i# w 

i ifciMif-^ajlli ju- m cipUutU i'hjq of lliiiL itiHj s' Vr* rrp.rrrvm rrh '$., «ti 

maibt }*Mlic?i pifjram JViifttftr t 4>| Jf, 

* J- Setor**, ^rytu* iFmiiMniE, \h:+n$ t»p itliH [..eentiurt woth^ 
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influenced by certain sulKirrifttUtu notions they even Tear to 
kili it Tiie man who happened to ; ul It to death. wli ether 
in Bdf-defeijce or otherwise, was formerly rcquiied to Ire in 
a. running stream of water during the day for several 
weeks lortuiiicr ; and no be*-t whatever w« allowed to be 
slaughtered at die hamlet to which he Mongol, until this 
Juty bud been fully performed, Hi* body of the stmke was 
Lbeii taken and carefully burh-d (n a trench, dug close to the 
eattfc-foW. where its itunafas. like those of a ehlef. ^ 
HcAccfiMwTArd kept perfectly undijihirbcd- Th& ol 

pounce. a, in the case of mourning for the dead, is now 
happily mluecil ion few day a" 1 Among'-! dit Eui'-apf-jUn,; 
peoples of the Stave Coast, who won ldp the python, * native 
who killed one of these serpents used to hr burned alive. 
But for some lime past. (hotiy.li a scmM«»« of carrying out 
the old penalty is preserved, the culprit h allowed to escape 
with hU life, hut he has to pay ;» heavy «nc A small hm 
of dry faggots mid grass is set up, generally near the lagoon 
at Whydnil, if the crime has been perpetrated th^tv . the 
ttuilty man h ihrudi Inside, the door of pbiitcd ffrass W shut 
on him, and the hut is set on fire Sometimes a dog, » kid, 
ansi two jVjwIs me cnehMfti along with him, and he is 
drenched with palm-oil and yeast, probably to render him 
the more combustible- As he is unbound, he easily bn»ks 
out of the frail hut Mure the flames consume him ; but he 
hm to run the gauntlet of the angry scr^nt-wOndiippm, 
who belabour the murderer of llteir god with st;ck3 and 
pch him with clods until he retches water and plunges 
into it. which it supposed to wadi away hi? sin. Thirteen 
days Inter a coniinctu oration service ts held in honour 
of "the deeva-'cd Ipythmu* In Madras it b considered a 
great iin to kill « cobra When this has happened, the 
people generally burn the body of Ibe »erp*nt just ns they 
bum the bodies of human being*. The murderer deems 
himself polluted for three day*. On the ssornd day milk 
b poured on the remains of the tubm. On the third 
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( |.iy the guilty wretch h fret from pdttwfott 1 Under native 
rale, wc may jumped, he wpnld not gc: off so Tightly. 

In these bit eases the animal whose sluughict has to teiul v «fa 
atoiiMi fur is sacred, that is, it in one Yvhtoe life in commonly 
-tpareJ fnom motives of superstition, Yet the treatment of u^-Tim 
Ihe saaflegknis Mayer seems to resemble so desdy Uic treat- 
rnt‘i(t of hunters and fishermen who have killed animals fo, «Sp * 
fowlJn the ordinary course of business, that the ideas OnSf^w 
which both sets of customs an: hase.J may be assumed to 
hs substantially tire same. Those ideas, if [ arn ^ght, 

-me the respect which tin* sara^e fculs for the souls 
of beasts, especially valuable or formidable brans, and 
the dread which he entertains of their vengeful ghosts. 

Some con fin nation of ihid view niiy be drawn from the 
Cercmonie.'i obf^rvad by fishermen of Aunam when lhr carcase 
of n whale is washed ashore ThcWf fidvtriblk, we are told, 
wojflhip the whole oft account of the benefit, they derive from 
it. There Li hardly a village on lire sea-shore which has not 
ttv small pagoda. containing Lb.: b.-ues, more l r leis a nth.-, otic, 
rtf a whale. When a dead whole i* washed hOwce, tie- people 
accord i! a solemn burial The nun who firm caught ight 
•it it act* a* chief mourner, pcr fcn nd tig the rites which a* 
chief mourner and heir U- would perform ior a human Itinr- 
man. I fc puts on all the garb of woe, the straw hat, the 
white robe with loiiji sleeve*, turned Luddc out, and the r-thrr 
patupbciiitt.Ha of full mourning. As ire*: of kin to the 
deceased he firesides over I he funeral rites. fVrfittna are 
burned, sticks of incense kindled, leave* of gold and silver 
scattered, crackem let off. When the iledi Ihj bren cut off 
ami tin* oil cximetal, the remain* of tile ca rente are buried 
in the sand. Afterward* a shed it *c: tip and offerings «re 
made Jo it Usually «omt> time after tint burial the spirit of 
lire dead wltalr taka positronof sente potson itt the village 
and declare, by hi- mouth whether he l* a male nr a female . 1 

1 .Aui.-wu* xtl. |I*?SJ f>. CfW,,, III */., "eimliimm, 

-u .VUny «itr itm ilksw eflinplm ud t?fct i hi ti j,* 

Sp^tihii fni I tic: vi i di ’OuiMi *4 ifi» f .m, 
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tabooed rmSfJS 


i. Tit Aftoning of Tatm 


TlH!5 in primitive society ike rules of ceremonial pinty 
irto** obsm-ctl by divine kings, chiefs, ami priests ngnat In many 
respects with the rules observed by homicide*, mourners, 
r 1 '-™' women in childbed, girls -if puberty, hunters and fishermen, 
and M r-n. To u* tins*various classes of persons appear Ui 
differ totally In character end condition ; some of them we 
r.w'l ahnrtld call holy, -itlKfs -we iui»bT pronounce undent and 
°nn i'f" pnlblted. Hut the «tV 3 Lge makes no aiteh mom! distinction 
between item ; the of hoEnetS and pofSuhon are 

not yet differentiated in hts mini To him the common 
feature of ail these person* is ihal they are dangerous find 
m danger* and the danger in which they stand and to which 
the ) 1 expose others is what we should cull spiritual or ghostly, 
ami ihcremre imaginary* Hie danger, however, is not less 
real because it is imaginary ; Iaiaglnatkm acts upon man at 
really u does gravitation, and may kill him as certainly .vi :i 
due of pro lie acid. To «clurJr these penwna from * he rest 
of the world to that the dreaded spiritual danger ahull ueiLicf 
teach them, nor spread from them, is the ibicct of the taboos 
which they b&ve to observe. Time tab* a* 3 < f‘ ,0 l ° 
as electrical insulators to preserve the spiritual force w-t 
which thcac persons arc charged fmm % uttering err indicting 
Inuni by contact with the outer world.* 


i (?„ , 5 = jniiit* ** ** *nr 

liilk!: "Tifrw' in I*™ 

l , BthvdiUuo. »rit.ai.(lB 08 J 
j>jp, 15 pf|'i tV l . Huixitt 1 tfflMl i ?'*- 


A 4 mbL and 'rtl, l**|i.r?> 
1 id. «■' *ff. Ssu'* 

ln>; cOaiiif,! t *iw(l toi tStei {sn'iiJ 
fthifch; danluJ.ET! u.railrf' ill llic .juaiiiioi 





v 


TUB MEANiNG Ot TABOO 


itS 


To the i I lustration!, of these pen erst pcirtrtj'Jei which 
bayc been already given I shitJi now add some more, draw¬ 
ing my examples, first, from the clns. of mhoOed Lhlllgs. add, 
second, from tin: tins* of tabooed wards ; for in the opinion 
ui the savage both things and words may, like persons, be 
charged or cluctrificd, either temporarily or permanently, 
with iho mysterious virtue oi taboo, hill! may Ihttrfwc 
require to be banished for a longer or shorter time from the 
familiar usage of common life. And the examples will be 
chosen with special reference to those sacred chiefs, king* 
and priests who* more than anybody else, live fenced about 
by taboo as by a wall. Tabooed things will be illustrated 
tit the present chapter, and tabooed words In the utxt. 


| 2, Iron tflbwfit 

In the first place wc may observe that the awful 
MTjctity of king^ naturally leads to a prohibition to 


which wft ng« M eantrfcy 

uirt pulimkm, Tbt wuf(i in La£ih !• 
****, In iirctk K la fa^ynimiaa 

lr ti fdtfrr 1 V- iii^h'iiL ;.^mnh a 

I'abftbA, 'Mmi|ti«An. M^rj, 

*ti/w (ffjwtiun]. IL TWfcrtUf,, 

/V- 

fr.twrp J\Vr|Lin^r-«n d N.Z,, tK^-U, ir 
iufti. In D-iOjinn ibi ntwd a ■riim** 
mixkh tel ; ■ -.. . » /l; UtJ . :uA J>M* 
i tflnlfiMh'&m /j AM Jmtti 
rtw* tni *h,. WsiJiiisrtw, 

f II". i/. }ls dkiraBii si 

ZJ^TVjf m , *Mj&IUt£d - / T IM- Ml- 

fffitrrliiir uirt wuriiin II lk* 

WHilUql ftllw!, |k WllSXT 

In thr iiiriB fik&umy 
nuxe fiirly *■ MSwwi t M Jfyitorwmi t 
• rn + v, 

=^|,> + /V^f mv 4> is 

h’up.Ohvmi jL) MttJdl* vt/A; bemx dw 
tfi lis ftilnn thii wufd to wocm-d si 
the wihHiArvti/ /rtiV, mil Firm hnurr. 
14 H-. s|«r i<rUr^: Ihf 

wri!iirf I ruin™, 1T1 ii if itw HiJjki, Use 
xkrafds* *M mJ ■ --r, *™ 

* iii iiti 1 thq cie io be 3 T^irf#JV r* 
hi/' 111 L«ci:s* /jj ol Ii’j^rvrif, 
Hurt II «M,ft T fir wn rd *r«ni ST1 if 
I hr fn.-r r.is luiiaMa fct oms/ t 

ruL, Wt ihf COHHHR i(, 

rt. ii 


tfHwiJ aboii', niH-ici h quite —-h-f—rtTfn'M 
to ih< 4^f*p#_" Oi lit* utiikvi 
flutfli bj mAt#, *« kIb9<a !l 1 ‘&jh r, 
h ISlin^ ^UOCiasHli<'m, u ,<■ 
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Ki. touch ilscir sacred persons. Thus it wm unlawful tn la y 
^eiTuj liAmJiS mi the person of a Spamn king ; 1 00 one might 

touch the body uf the king or queen of Tahiti ;* if h 
hirttEfJJen to touch the pcrwttt of ihe king of Siam under 
I>;llm at deal 11 ;■ and no one may touch itae king of 
Cambodia, for any purpose whatever, without: hin e^p reins 
coinuiiXiticL Iei JisEy t $?4 the Iridg wal thrown from his 
carriage and Lay J cuff: nst hie on the ground, but nut one 
of \m suite dated to touch Liiixi ; a European coming to the 
spot curried t lie Injut vcf monarch to hi* palace 4 Formerly 
no one might touch the hing of Corea ; and if he denned 
to t'-ych a -abject, the spot touched become sacted, am! the 
perron thus honoured Jurl to wear a visible mark (generally 
T>-- 1 ,- *r 4 cord of red silk) fur the rest of hb life. Above aJl r no Iron 
touch the king’* body, tn 1&00 KingTicng-tsang* 
luW/ang died uf a tumour tn the back* no rum dreaming of 
p!wU employing die lancet, which would probably have sawed his 
life. It is said that one king suffered Erfribly from an 
abbess in the tip, lill hit physsdan called in a jester, who* 
pranks made the king laugh humiiy* and sr> the ahscc** 
burst. 3 Roman and Sabine prints might not be shaved with 
iron but only with brotiEr raanra or shesi*/ and whenever 
nn Emu gravfng^ool brought Into the jstcrcil grove of 
the Arv,il BisothcTs .it K mat for the purpose of cuitlsrg an 
inscription in sjtonr;, an expiatory aacrlnee nf a lamb -ind 1 
psg must be offered, which to repeated when the graving-Tod] 
was removed front the grove* Asa general rule iron might 
not b? brought into Greek sanctuaries,' fn ' Vctc -.acrihces 


" Fluitrdi, yfjn/i m. 

I W E1K Btnsrtjhs* 

b. i*s- 

1 EL Aymwflicf, r.mWj*. li. 

(flfcrK ip&Mti rs- 

* J, liffrom. Lr ^(TTaftw A 
U.ifltout jS*Ji. . 

1 t-h. Priitpy fliiitorr dr (£i 

CVffc <l S". 1 i i iS?4l + L h*. iilv. if*} 
W. E.i;nHk. ^Jr, ^ir .V*™* 
(Lotvluit, t&Sl], p 3 IQ Tfeiw 
foUMii #f* i'-'-n- 4j-W>U> J i |{JL XL 

Cpto*, tf rkt frr / i fl r 

(t\V . Tj. ft-jv 3 u J-r 

Utprf;. 

J >[ 1-f.itdnK 


WI1 V|Tpt r > I. 1 1 mu si: ^ 

Lrilui, p/ L 1,1, \V# hunt 

atnftijr «*m (|f t 6 l thfct thf Mt 
ibc HwmEi ui\gh\ ut% t< enE 

with 4 IJTtiRW fcBlle Uta? Orf=k» 
Ufritiilrt) « ferUtn ctenniir-t; flit** t-> 
hitmiir^ htfiii;* !^4jf tfljpji-jyftl it I1> 
Expul^rf ii,t«* *3 rrt^BKX, nc^ ^ 

tk= i.rii THcocxiiiit, JL 4ft. 

1 Tnzfrm** -ril. t« 

Eirturo {Krrliii, iSjj’Lpu- iaS-l3j; | 
AS .ui^nU, MrimwA* 

Hi t (rW 1/1 

" Vl niti rh, ^rsttdiS§ «*" 

iMJSiW, cr^i, JT. J H ju2JLTi r -h tm fT nr-Tr 
1 kMH iIllI it ■! il * hj ju h.- cm< hi kd Erm 











V 


/A'OiV TAHQ0K& 




wen offered to Ucliedcmira without the us* of iron, because 
Ihs legend ran tltnl Metwdwnus had been killed by an iron 
WCAfxnt In the Trojan war , 1 The Atthon of IWca might 
nut touch frost; but t>nc'- r a year, nt the tin mud conttnemi na¬ 
tion of the men who fell sit the battle of [’lulaca. hr was 
allowed to carry a sword wherewith to sacrifice a bull* To 
this Jay a Hottentot priest never uses an iron knife, but 
always a sharp splint of quints, in sacrificing an animal or 
die it rodsing a lad . 1 Antony the Ova mho of south-west tr*i «r ui* 
Africa custom requites that lads should fcc circumcised with 
a sharp dint, if none is to hand, the operation: may be per- ddan, 
formed with iron, hut the iron must afterwards be buried.* 

The Antamlroy and Tanala of Madagascar cut the navel- took 
strings of their children with sharp wood or with a thread, 
hut never with an iron knife* tn Hap, one of the Caroline 
islands, wood of the hibiscus tree, which was used to make 
the ire -drill, must Ik cut with shell knives or shell 

*»■»' “ hI^lir^ • -- ffrghc thn |i *lmi : Wft* ftdiic'ii^ur r.iihtf wtlh 

1 HT|J#U^ ft* Hi HtHiIlsj Ik? it# ttU fexitti* th.m *Mt In tniuhcv 

Ijwb tiLLf 3t-Lf 1 1 fnbititxii li*w il'^ikynfc ir,iv r ihr Mttnl fritter. At 

njjy inirVuJ AVirniL-n w £u|lL lkn ■ fat kt L:;e Sun in im:?u1 %yp t 

i ll Ik tfrtjuiiT luj&r* 1.41 tku op iht wutiLjpptT* w* f iiWk n **e*( 
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axes, never with iron of steel. 1 Amongst the M<*ptir 
of Arizona stonr knives, hatchets and s<-> on have pawed 
out qf common uw, but are retained in religion? cere¬ 
monies,* After the Pawnees had ceased to use stone 
arrow-heads for ordinary purposes, they still employed 
them to day the sacrifices whether human captives or 
i!wni i/rih buffalo and deer.* We have seen that among the Eerpti- 
MmUrn Jflnlj3C 0 f tiering Strut the use of iron implements Is for- 
bidden for four days after the slaughter ora white whak, and 
that the use of an iron axe at a p::icc where salmon an? being 
i-■'Aymriiiuii. dressed L. believed by these people to be a fatal imprudence.* 
They hold a (estival in the assembly-bouse of die village, 
while the bladders of the slain beasts are hanging there. 


and during its celebration no wood may be cut with an iron 
axe. If it is necessary to split firewood, this may Ire done 
with wedge* of bone, k At K. nihil ntlJe, nc.t r Cape Vancouver. 
it happened that Mr. Nelson and his party entered an 
assembly-home of the*c ll^jufmaux while the festival of 
the bladder* was in p mg res* " When our camping outfit 

hi..light in from the skdges, two men took drums, and 
« [he clothing and goods of the trader* who were with tne 
were brought in, the drums were beaten softly and a sang 
was sung in ;i low. humming tour, bid when our gum- and 
some steel trsp> were brought in, with other article-', of iron, 
the drum? were beaten loudly and the songs raised in pur¬ 
port iort. This wa* done that the shades of the animals 
present in the bladder? might bat be frightened"* The 
Esquimaux on the western coast of Hudson Bay may not 
work on iron during thr season for hunting musk-oxen, 
which fills in March- And no such work may be done by 
them until the seals have their pups. 1 " NcgT&ct of the Gold 
Coast remove all iron or rtceS from their person when they 
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consult their fetish - 1 The tiaen who made the ncetbfirc In 
Scot hired had to divert Lhonuelves of all metal . 1 There wa* 
hardly j-my belief, we are told, that had a Simula hold on 
the miskl of a Scottish HighUnder than that on utm account 
whatever should iron be put m ihe ground on Good Friday, 

I Lena: no grave wii and no field ploughed on 'ha* day, u^it -%\j 
It Isas been suggested that Lhc belief was ba>ed on that w ‘ Ullli 
ox>ted ater^on to iron which fairies are knoun to hch 
Til;■ ’v toothy beings live underground, and might ^-*cr!t 
having "he roof pulled from over ihdr hauls on tlr hallowed 
day ; Again, in the llEgtiUmJs of Scotland the AhmrliU/ 
biadiii of sheep are employed Iti divination, being consulted 
as to future raardagEi, hire ha,. desiha* nfhi funeral * , hut the 
forecana thus made will not be accurate uuks* she flesh him 
been removed from ihe bones without the «&e of any iron/ 

In making She daxia {a kind of Yule-tide fine- wheel) *\t 
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Burglicad, tin hnrnmtr may lw Used, itc huimncriit;: must 
be done with a stone. 1 Amongst the Jews no imn lod ™ 
Hid in building the Temple .it Jerusalem nr in mal iug an 
altar* The otd wooden bridge (Pons SubHdus) at Koine, 
which was considered saered, Was made and had to be kepi 
in repair without the use of iron or broote. 1 It was 
ex press ty provided by law that the temple of Jupiter Liber 
it [ buffo might te repaired with iron tools.* 'I he council 
chamber at Cyzictts waa constructed of wood without any 
iron nails, the teams being so arranged that they ecmld be 
taken out and reptecciL* The late Rajah Vijyjvnagram, a 
member of the Viceroy's Council, and described as one oi 
the most enlightened and estimable of Hindoo princes, would 
not allow iron to be used in the construction of buildings 
within ills territory, believing that its use would inevitably 
be fallowed by simJl-pox and other epidemic** 

This uperstitious objection to iron perhaps dates from 
dial curly time in the hist. .ry of society when iron was still 
.1 novelty, and it* inch was viewed by many with suspicion 
and dislike, 7 For every tiling new Ls apt to excite Use nwe 
,iti ri .tread of tile ravage " 11 i- a curious superstition" 
say; ji jiinjiirtr in tbriKU, “this of ‘he Dusirii.., to ,-tl tribute 
anything whether good or bail, lucky or unlucky—that 
hapjx-us to them to vom tiling novel which has a reived Sri 
tbdr ■ , nitry For instance, my living in Kind ram has 
caused the intensely hot weather nr have experienced of 
late" ' Some years age a liar micas naturalist was collecting 
plants among the high forest-dad mountains en the Leirders- 
of China and Tibet. From the summit of a paw he grued 
with delight down a long valley which, stretching away as 
far as eye could roach t« the »outh, resembled a sea of 
bloom, for everywhere the fores: was ablate with 'he 


1 c, F, tirtfiVm fa tAi 

J/ffrr±4u t pc t-V >: t J- ijutljtir, OlJ 
Swm*h C 'w.vHvjrtLomton , 

I StSjJ, E^ * = JL- 

2 I K s^fcT- ?i Emdm »f- 

f tJkinjiiua r- 

X* wifi- Ul. 4 3 , t r S 4 ; FUUU*>-U 

Afy mrn T y % 1 F Fmy. AV. uni i<m 

* fi/| >j4#rWMi Cil- &_ 

Hfim fit ty*t 

i Si*. 


1 hlH^, All ifofl. llXi. 

* j'ftdVdH Autifwry. I, IE 8 SI 'l jr. J 6 .|. 

7 1W W. PUnfgrttr *f ifrKCBl.rT|±3f 
UikggttU Hkii flki tuBgHrtl df Inin 

■r-fiy U UiA-i tm m irtwiviikM 
w^nrrlii: |jfnrrr p wllkh wi^llil km 
|(J (hat It was yt> 

ri! z iisriit SPT f/ iv* firtfAi % 

AiifttAtu* r?T /w, p- ^)6 l 

B fr&r.Si HtilEn&t AWA &** 

(iSS^k 11 J$J 




JMOiV TABOOED 




ijJ 


gorgeous hues of thr. rhododendron and <wiika in flwcf. 
In thi* earthly panuliiw the votary of *dmce hastened to 
install himself beside a lake. Bui hardly had he dune t* 
when* ala* I the weather changed. Though the reason wa,% 
early June, the cold became intent fell heavfly, and 
;lu bloom or :hir Hm f >dcmlmiH was List n-fT- Tlifi frdidhitanh 
of 4 neighbouring village at ortet set down the unusual 
ievTfiiy of the weather to the prciciitc of a stranger in the 
forest ; and a round-robin, signed by them iiujinirnoiidy, 
was forwarded to the ttetftist inanduiin* sett jug furlh that 
the is now which hud blocked the nxul t aji/I ihc hat! which wu 
blasting thdr crops, were alike caused by the intruder, and 
that all sorts of disturbance* would follow if he were allowed 
h« remain, in these circumstances the natural tit. who had 
Intended to spend moat of the summer among the mr*umarn5 h 
was, forced to decamp. u Collecting in this country" he 
Adds pathetically, M is not an easy mailer. 1 * * * 5 '* The unusually 
heaiy ruins which happen'd to I >11 nv She Jingli^Ii survey 
of the Nicobar Inlands in the winter of rBSO-f US? were 
imputed by the alarmed natives n> the wrath of the ipifits 
at the Uieodoiiics, d u in py-level lets, and other strange instru¬ 
ments wnich had been up in so many of their favourite 
haunts ; and some of them proposed to soothe- the anger cf 
the spirits by sacrificing a pig/ When ihc German Hans 
Static was a captive in a cannibal tribe of Llraiilian Indians, 
it hapireued iliat, shortly before a prisoner was m becatetv* 
great wind arosic and blew away of the rooft of the 
huts. The savages were angry with Stad£+ and -<aid lie JiMt 
made: the w ind to come by looking into hfs tliijndcT-skjmL by 
which they meant a book he had been reading, in Older to 
save Use prisoner, who waj =i friend of his r from their 
stomachs. So the pious Gcrtmui prayed to God* and God 
mercifully heard hi* prayer; for ousel morning the weather 
wan beautifully fine, and his friend w&* hub hr red* carved* 
and eaten In the mb*i perfect comfort 1 According to the 
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Ornlchfo of eastern Siberia, misfoiiiuM^ have multiplied oil 
them with the coming of Eurofrean*; 11 they even go 50 fit! 
ii5 tu lay the uppearancc of frru phennrncnn like thunder at 
1 he door of flic Russia nsc* 1 in !hr eventeenth century a 
succession pf hod seasons excited u revolt among the Esthonhn 
peasantry, who traced the origin of the evil to a wata^milh 
which put a stream to some inconvenience by chocking its 
flow, 1 The first inirociucrion of iron ploughshares into 
Foland having been followed by a succession of bad harvest^ 
the fanners attributed the badness of the crops to the iron 
plEMighshArea, and discarded them for the old wooden ones. 1 
To this day the primitive iSaduwis of Java, who live chiefly 
by hiiabaiidjy* wifi u^e no iron tools in tilling ibcir fields- 1 
Tik 1 .Elbe The general dislike of In novation, which always makes 
Stl r Sf» strongly fdt in the sphere of religion, b sufficlwit by 
tana i&tLM Jtfcclf to necoutvt for tlie superstitions aversion to iron enter- 
jjj 4 ,™* 11 Lainod by kings and priests and attributed by them to the 
*«e»" $fnU i possibly thh aversion may have been Intensified tn 
Ub,^ 1 places by Some such accidental cutt3c it* the series of bad 
which cast discredit on iron ploughshares In Poland. 
Hut the disfavour in which imn is held by the gods and 
their minister* has another ikJe. TJwrfr antipathy to the 
metal furnishes men with # weapon which may be tunnel 
against the spirits when occasion 'icrra. Av (heir dislike 
of iron he suppowd lo he v. great that they will not jipprcxich 
person* and things protected by (he obnoxious me ml, Iran 
mny obvicTUsly be employed a* a charm £<r banning ghoais 
1™ ined and other dangerous spirits- And often It h to ti*ed s Thus 
^ Highballs of Scot land the great safeguard agaimf ihr 
1 in-jm mi elfin race is imn, or, better yet, steel. The metal in any 
iiaJIrf''' form, whether as a mvoexI, n knife, a gun-barrel or what not, 
Sckitmc^i all-powerful fur this purpose. Whenever you enter 4 fitiry 
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dwelling you Should rcnirmbirf Lu stick a piece of 

Stcej, such as a kfrffa a needle, or ,1 fiiti-took, in the di^or ; 
for llieu the elves will not be ^hle? to -dm* the dour Jtll y*u 
come out again, So too when you have -shot a deer and 
ate bringing it borne at night. be sure to thrust a knife into 
the carfor 'dial keep* the fairies from laying their weight 
on it A knife nr si nail in your pocket U quite enough to 
prtvcufc the fairie-s from lifting ym up at night Nails in 
the front of si bed ward - ff elves from women "in the itxaw * 
and from ihdr habtt*; but to make quite $ure it is belter to 
pul the smoothing-iron under the bed, and the rcaptng-hook 
in the window. If n huh has fallen over a rock and been 
kifled, a nail stuck into it mil preserve the flesh fo>m the 
fairies. Ml^lc dtaattrrced on that cnclodiowi instrument, a 
jewS harp, keeps the elfin women away from the hunter, 
because the tongue of the instrument b of sreci , 1 Again* l*ae iwi 
when Scotch fishermen were ut sea* and one of them 
happened to take the name pf God in vain, the first mm by 
who heard him called our -, C*uld nim, 1 * at which cvwy^^ 
man of The crew grasped the nearest bit of iron and held *' ' ‘* ai/r ' 
it between his bands for a while . 1 So too when he hears 
the unlucky word M pig M jneutloneitp a Scot eh fisherman 
will fac) far the nulls in hte boots and mnttcr *Cati(d 
airn_ M| The same magic words are even whispered in 
the churchcs of Scotch firiiiug-viltagcs when the clergy¬ 
man reads the paaiagc about the Gadarene twine.* In 
Morocco lion is considered a great protection against demons; 
hence ft is usual to place a knife or dagger under a sick 
mans pillow . 4 The Singhalese believe that they at e eon* 
stonily surrounded by evil spirit-, who lie in wait £- iIm e■: r i^ 
barm. A peasant would not daic to cam* gocH food, such 
as cakes* or roast meat, from one pbec to another without 
putting an iron mail to It to ptevent a demon from talcing 
P<»seiflitiD of the Hand* and so ms king the eater ill No 
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^ck (jo-sOii- whether man or woman, would venture out ol 
the hum- without 4 hunch of key*- or a knife in his hand, 
fnr witHout such a Talisman he would few that some devil 
might take advantage of his weak state to slip into his body* 
And if a man has a bi^e sore on his ho-iy he tri& to keep 
a tttnrscl of iron on it a* a protection againsi demons . 1 The 
inhabitants of Satsetfe-* an {stand near Bombay, dread a spirit 
called c-V-t which plays many pranks with a solitary 
traveller, leading him astray* lowering him into an rtnpiy 
well* and so on. But a gtr& dnra nut tmidi a person who 
haa on him anything mn.Ic of inr-r^ or Steel, pafticuiarly a 
knffe or a nlifl t of which the spirit stntids in great fear. Nor 
will lie middle with a woman, especially a married woman, 
Iwqi iiit is j fmicl of her :l 11gj 1 Airinng t h* Mil.w.ir. 
an cboitgml tribe in the hftl country of South Minrapur, an 
iron implement auch as a trickle or a beletcutter h con¬ 
stantly kepi near an infant's head during its hist year for 
the purpose of wording diT the attacks of ghosts 3 Among 
the Mara vans, an a I •original race qf southern Indin, knife 
or ol her iron object lies beside a woman after childbirth to 
keep uiT the devil 4 When a Milk woman is in labour, a 
sickle and some mTrii Leaves arc always kept on die coi, tn 
Malab-ir people who have to pass by burning-,;rounds or 
other haunted places coExuitoidy cany with them Iron in 'some 
form, such as a ktttfir or an iron rod used as a walking- 
stick. When pregnant women go on a journey* they carry 
with them a few twigs or leaves of the *}w tree, or iron 
in ioiti* tfiftpe, to scare evil ^piriii lurking hi grovta or 
hurift 1 groumli which th£y may passA In BlLaspofC people 
attribute cholera to a gttdik'H who visile tile afRictcd Umtiy. 
But ihcy iblob that ih? may be kept o\T by Iron . hence 
during an epidemic of cholera i^cople go abmrt with ajtes 
or ilcklci in their hands. "Their horses art? not *hod T 
Otherwise' they might ptnaibly nail hcwse-sh-tics lo die door* 
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but the if belief jit non? infinitive ; Inf with them iron ,jom 
, mH ArT *£ 8 P®* luck, but ft tmrtt aam the evil spirits, so 
uhe„ 3 nail hn- had an epifepifc fii he will wear an iron 
bracelet tu I,cep away the evil spirit which was supposed 
tu ■“« him -' The Art,*,?,!(« imagine that a r „ 

new-born child b exposed to the attacks ofc. il ipiriis ■' 

To protect the infant from these malignant beings Lhe^u'u 
parents somethhe* sell the chi id to the village smith, who A,in ™ 
makes 4 small ring or circlet of iron ami puts It on (lie 
dtilil's foot, commonly adding a little chain of iron. When 
the infant lu, been sold to the smith anil firmJy 
attached ti> him by the chain, the demons no longer Lave 
any power over him. After the child has grown Lug and 
the danger is over, the parents ask the smilb tu break 
the Iron ring and thank him for hfs services. No metal litit 
mm will serve the purpose.* Or the Slave Coast o! Africa 
rtlivn a mother *jes her child gradually uniting away, -.lie 
etudes that a demon has entered into the child and lake- her 
measures accordingly. To lure the demon out of the body 
nf bar offspring, she offers a sacrifice of food . and while die 
devil is bolting it. she attaches iron rings and small bdls to 
her child's nukiffii atui hangs iron etinins round his neck, 

Ihc jingling of the iron amt die tinkling of die bells .11 
supposed to prevent the demon, when he has concluded hi* 
repast, from entering again into die body or die little suffervi 
Hence many children may be seen In this part of Africa 
weighed down with iron ornaments . 1 The use of iron as a 
niWna io exorcist! demons wa* for bidden by the Coptic 
church . 1 fn India " the mourner who performs the 'efertintiy 
0 putting fire into the dead jnerwn’s mouth carri* with him 
1 piece of iron : it may he a key « a knife,or a simple piece 
w iron, and during the whole lime of his separation for he 
£ unclean for ,t certain time, and no one will either tan eh 
in or eat or drink with him, neilhet can 1 « change his 
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clothes’] lit* carries the piece of iron aloul with him U> keep 
off the evil spirih In C alcutta ihe ItengaJi derlsa in the 
Government Offices used to wear . am#I! wy jm o! 
tiictr finger* when they had been chim mnairnem " l,c,t 
A aonfuit dies in childbed in the island of Sab-cLle, they put 
;i na j( or utlicr piece of iron in rhe folds ol her drew,; tin* is 
done especially if the child survives her. The {ntnutwn 
plainly i* to prevent her spirit from coming h*-'*‘°r 
Swlieve that 1 dead toother haunts rhe house and s:t‘ks to 
iirry aw ay her child , 1 Tn the north'Cast of Scotland 
immediately after a death had taken place,,» piece of ran, 
such as a nail or * knitting-wire, used to be stuck into a.I the 
meah butter, cbedr, flesh, and whisky in the houw:, “to 
prevent death from entering rhem." The nqjlcct of this 
salutary precaution fc -aid to have been dudy followed by 
the corruption of the fowl mud drink; the whisky has been 
known to become us white a* milk* When iron is used a* 
a protective charm .iftet a death, as In these H mdoo mid 
Scotch customs, tin- spirit against which it is directed is the 
ghost of the deceased* 
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5 S/birp Wmfans tefcwfti 

There i* * prtajjy king to lhe north of Zengwlb i nn , Mll 
Burma, revered by the Sotlh as the highest spiritual an.I - 11 1- 
teinporst authority, Into whose hr** WJ weapon 0, ceftinr^SL., 
Instrument may be bnmghL’ Tliis rujr may per hup, her***? 
^pta.n™ by a custom ob^rved by various piop]c atier a i^T 
tleifh; they refrain from the use of sharp Instruments so “ 
j on " as lire gfotHt of the deceased is supposed 1 o be near 
est they should «w>in»d it. Thus among the Esquimaux of 
Itcrmg iiir.ni "daring the day on which a person dies sit die 
mil age no yrse is permitted to work, and the relatives most 
perform no Jaipur during tile three following days, H fs 
especially far bidden during this period to cut with any 
frd^cd ihstrum^nl, such as & knife or an axy; and th^ jj$£ u f 
pointed butranent.v like needle# or bodkins, is also for- 
bid den. This is said to be done to avoid cutting Of injuring 
die shade, which may be present at any time during this 
per rod, .n^!, if accidentally injured by any of these ! lungs, d 
would become very angjy and bring sickness or death to the 
[*coplt 1 he relative* must ;lsn he very careful at Ibis tune 
not to iiNike my fond or harsh noises that may startle or 
anger the shade ," 1 Wc have seen that in like manner after 
a white whale these Esquimaux abstain from the use 
of cutting or pointed instruments for four day,, lest they 
should unwittingly eat or stab the whale's ghost* The 
s -une taboo is inmetimc* observed by than when there is a 
person in the village, probably from n fe*r uf injuring 
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1)14 shade which may he hovering outside of hi* body . 1 
Ai'rrr j* death Hie fcourisaniuiis ot rmnsylvatiia are tiiiefLi! 
iioi to leave a knife lying with the sharp edge uppermost at 
| t , n ■ ,j. tljc corpse remains in the house, "nrc 3 >c ihr soul 
*11 i' |v ; forced to ride on the bind*"* tor seven Jays .iftri 
a death, the course c t'll in the house, the Chinese abstain 
fr„i>i the use • f knives and unites, and even of chopsticks, 
Civtfnn iltcif fovi with 'heir fingera.* On the third, sixth, 
ninth” and fortieth day* ofici the funeral the old Prussian* 
.ind Lithuanians use! to prepare a meal to which, standing 
at the d'.rtir, they invited the soul of the deceased. At these 
meals they .it silwtt round the table and used no knives, 
and the women who served up the food were also without 
knives !f r.ny tnond* fell from the table they were left 
lying there for the lutidy sou la that imd no living relations 
or friend to feed them. When the meal was over Hie priest 
took a broom and swept the «ntls out of Lhc hot*, saying, 
* Dear wills, yc hive eaten and drunk. Go forth, go 
forth"' In culling die nails and combing thr h.itr of ■> 
dead prince in SuutJ Celebes only the > ads of ft knife ..ml 
of the couth may be used.* TIw Germans say that a knife 
should not be left edge upwards, because God and the spirits 
dwell there, or because it will cut the face of God and the 
angels.* Among the Mon umbo* of New Guinea a pregnant 
woman may not use sharp instruments; fur example, she 
inav not sew. If she used such instrument-, they think that 
she would thereby stab the child in her w<jmh T Among 
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mustier or babe. In Uganda, when the hour of u "woman’* 
t,e ivery I* at hand, her husband carrici all spears and 
«capons out of the house/ douUlnj m wrier Hint tbey 
muy not hurt the lender soul of the ocw-bont child. 
£arl)> in The period of the Ming dynasty a professor of 
t;eoinancy made the alarming discovery that Hie npiiitiml 
•Umn |-‘here of Ktl-yntig, a city near Nanking was in a truly 
dj.-plnr.tble con; Lit ion through the intrusion of an evil spirit. 
Hie Chines: emperor, with paternal solicitude, diteded that 
Urn north gate, by which the devil |»<1 effected hi* entrance, 
should be built up .-solid, and that for the fomrv the popub- 
irnn of the city should deveue their energies to tlir pursuit* 
of hrtir-dieting, corn-cutting, and the shaving of bunibntv 
rcKii*, because, ag lie sagaciously perceived. tdJ ih^' pmfc-^imi't 
val! for the u t of shnrp^cdged instruments, which c<>g|d m l 
fai: to keep the demon at hay.' We can now understand 
why no cutting instrument may b<- taken into the house 
of the Burmese [KmliiT. likr so many priestly kings, he is 
probably regarded as divine, and it ls therefore right that 
liii titered spirit should not be exposed lo (hr n-k of being 
cut or wounded whenever it quits his body to hover invisible 
in the air or to fly on saute distant rub don. 


§ 4 . Blitod tabooed 


We h« ve seen that the b'turned Dialis was forbidden 1o R - war 
touch or cvfn name raw (fcsh.* At certain time* a Brahman £7^ 
U-achcr 13 enjoined nol to lock on raw floh. blood, or neisou* u. 
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twtm is in 4 dale of uJm> tot some lime after the birth i 
:;inoisj* oilier mil - he is forbidden tn bill anythin;* or to see 
blood. 1 In the I'cku film els when a raid ba» been made 
on a village and a W„iJ carried off, ilir relation* of the slain 
man are tabooed and have to submit to certain olwervinoc* 
in order to escape the wrath of hi* ghost They ire shut 
op in the house, touch no raw fled*, and chew betel over 
which an Incantation has been uttered by the exorcist. 
After ihb the ghost of the slaughtered mast goes awuy to 
the enemy's country in purtuh of his murderer 1 The taboo 
is probably based un the common belie! that the soul or 
spirit or the animal is In the blood. Av tabooed persons are 
believed to be in a pen ton* state—for example, the relations 
of the slain man are liable to the attacks of his indignant 
ghost—it is especially necessary to isolate them from contact 
with spirits ; hence the prohibition to touch raw rtir-it. Hut 
rs usual the taboo is only the special enforcement of a 
general precept; in other words, its observance h pnrtJcu* 
laily enjoined in cireumstanoa which <>eem urgently In call 
for its application, but apart from such cireUtPStanrcs the 
prohibition is also observed, though less strictly, -is a common 
rule of life. Thus some o* the Estbonian* will not taste 
blood Iweause they believe that it contains the animal's soul, 
which worth! enter the b<xiy oi the person who Tasted the 
blood.* Some Indian tribes of North America, - through a 
strong principle of religion, abstain in the strictest manner 
i'mm dating the blood or any nnimtil, a* it contains the life 
and spirit of the beast’ These Indians "commonly pull 
their new-killed venison (before they dress it) several times 
through the smoke and flame of the fire, both by the way o! 
a sacrifice and to consume the blood, life, dr animal spirits 
of ths beast, which with them would be a most horrid 
abomination to cat-’" Among the western Dint* or 
Tlmich Indians of British Columbia until lately no woman 
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r BLOOD TABOOED 

wouUi partake of bN. "and forth men and wmnt 
abhorred the il^h of a beaver which had brt-n csau^tit and 
died in a ;ra : >, nod of a bear stranded (o death in a miv, 
bccaiiM the Wood remained in the cua*,* 1 Many of the 
Slai’t, l iare, ,inJ Dflgriti Indian* scruple to taste the blood 
of game ; hunters of the fonnel - iriho collect the blood in 
the (inland s fwiuneh aitdf bury it in the snow . 1 T he Mslcjm, 

.. Bantu tribe in the north of the Transvaal, will taste no 
ljli>oJ, ifence they cut the ihroat* of the cattle they 
daughter and kL the blood drain out of the cq reuse before 
they will ent it And they do the same with game, 1 
Jewish him ter* poured out the blond of the garni: they had 
kilJcd and covered it op with dust- They would not taste 
the blood, believing 1 that the soul or life of the animal was 
iiT She blood, or actually was the blood-* The same belief 
was held by the Romans,* and is shared by the Arabs,' by 
Chinese me, I ten I writcra, 1 and by some of the i'apuan tribes 
■ >f New (iuini’a.* 

it u ,1 common ride that royal blood may not be shed 
ujujii the ground. Hence when n (tin},' Or one of Isis family 
i-i u> he pm to death a mode of execution is deviled by which ™ iiC 
:!ic toy a I blood shrill not be spilt upon the earth. About the sr 1 - 
>c«ir tlv generalissimo uf tltc army rebelled jjgiii mhs; n < 

the king of STnrn and put him bo death 111 after the manner 
'■*1 r^viiS criminal ur as prince of rtii: blond arc r: i:<J whim •• * t 

corrvittcd of capital crime, which Is by putting them Into a ^l-h ^ 
llT SV Ivon caldron, and pounding Lbctn in pieces with woodos nc * i<,T, -‘ !st 
pestles^ because none of their royaJ hloutl ■umut be spilt on 
rhe ground, it being, by UicXr religion, thought great trnpfcty 
'i't contaminate tine dlvirue blood by mixing it with rartL" 1 
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Other Siamese modes of excepting a royal person are 
iwfitT7h C|llVd|lit11 ^ siiflhctftoiii stretching him On a -cartel ctptb and 
o* u* ihrtfitioj^ a billet of fr&ynutt sandal-wood into his stomach* 1 
Air lastly, revving hku up In a leather sack with ;i large stone 
ki^mid and throwing him into the river: sometimes the sufferer's 
n©ek Is broken With sapditbwood dubs be fore lie ts thrown 
iy li^iiii hi to i he u*!5er* When Kublai Kltnti defeatei and took litJ 
unde Nayan, who had n*dted artist him, I.e caused Nay an 
mu liivoi vfl to he put to ileal h by be ing wrapt in a carped and tossed to 
hi*,J uki |nrt ^ c j|j died, * bccjmsi- he would not have the Wood 
of his Line Imperial *pik upon the ground or exposed in the 
eye of 1 leaven and br Tone the Sun/ 1 * * Friar Ricold mention! 
the Tartar maxim: ‘ One KSiatt will put another to death io 
get profession of the throne, but he lakes great cart that the 
blood be not *pilb For They *ay that it U highly Improper 
tont the blood of the Great Khan should be spilt upon the 
ground; so they Ciiu>i! the victim to be smothered joiuchou 
or other. 1 The tike feeling prevails at the court of Burma, 
where a peculiar mode of execution without bloodshed is 
reserved for princes of the bloods 1 Another writer on 
Burma observe* that * according to Mongolian Tradition, it 
is considered improper to spill the blood of any member of 
the royal race. Princes of the Blood nrc executed by a 
blow, or bsow3. of a bludgeon, inflicted on the back of thf 
neck. The corpse is placed in a red velvet sack* which l* 
fixed between two large perforated jars h and then sunk in 
the river Trawadh I'rmcrases are executed in a rimlkir 
manner, with the exception that they are put to death by a 
blow in front, instead of the back of the neck" 4 In 1S78 
the relations of Thcekw, king of Burma, were despatched 
by being beaten across the throat with a bam boa* In 
TonquLn the ordinary mode of execution is beheading, bin 
persons of the ttooil royal arc strangled/ 111 Atbiinttt the 
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blood of none of tiie loyjit family may lie shod i if oite of 
tlie eii is guilty of ,1 great crime lie i* dtowned in the river 
DahJ As tin blood royal of Dahomey rnny no! lx; -pilled, 
often dees of the royal family art drowned or strangled. 
Commonly they are baimd hand and foot, carried out lo $ca 
in -i tuiut, and thrown overboard.' When a king ol Henin 
came ilur throne lie used to put his broihcrs to death 
but as no one might fay b:mds on a prince of tits blood, Ihc 
king con tin atu let)' liis brothers to hung themselves, after 
which he buried their bodies with great pomp. 1 In Mada¬ 
gascar the biwd of noble* might not be aheci ; hence when 
four ChrUturns of that class were to be executed they were 
burned alive,* In Uganda " no one may sited royal blow! 

00 any account, imt even when ordered by the kitiJJ to iilay 
one of the royal house; royalty may &1 'Iy l* starved or 
burned to death.-* 1 Formerly whets a young king of 
Uganda c-m of .-.gc all lii.* When were burnt except two 
or three, who were jircttmcJ lo keep up the succt#0ionJ 
Or a space of ground having been feneeti iti with 3 high 
paling and a deep ditch, the doomed men were led into the 
enclosure and left there till they died, while guards kept 
watch outside lo pi ivtrnt thuir escape,* Among tlic Sayieitcta 
or coul hem Africa tUttgeftMis princes me it ratified, for their 
blood m*v no: l*r shed, 11 

The itluelaiirt to vpiU royal blood *«n# to be only a ***»« 
particular case of a general unwillingness 10 shed blood or it 1B ^ iiu^o 
least to allow it to fall on the ground. Marco Tolo tells 
1h.it in his day persons caught In tlic streets of Cam twine 
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liking) ai unseasonable hours were arreted, and if found 
jruiityof :t misdemeanour wde beaten with a stick. M Unil>.» 
this punishment people toitietijncs die, but they adopt it in 
order to eschew bloodshed, for their say that it Li an 

evil thing tP shed mans Mood . 111 When Captain Christian 
was shot by the Manx Corcniinent at the Restoration in t d 6 o # 
the spot on which he stood was covered whit white blanket*, 
that his blood might not fall ots the ground* Irr West 
Sussex people believe thxt the ground on which human blood 
had been sited is accnncd ami will remain barren for ever 1 
Among some primitive pcop! -s, when the blood of a tribn 
man lias to be spilt it is not suffered !& fall upon the gmundj 
but is received upon the bodies of his follow-tribe men. 
Thu* in some Australian tribes boys who arc being circum¬ 
cised ire laid on a platform, formed by ihe living bodies of 
the iribcsraicn ;* and when a boys loath h knocked nut as 
an initiatory ceremony, he is scaled on the shoulders of a 
man, on whose breast die blood flows and may not bsr wiped 
away.* When Australian Macks bleed eaeli other as a cure 
for h-=;ubielic and other ailment*, they itc very careful not to 
ipiU any of the blood on the but sprinkle i: on tacit 

other/ We have already seen that fn tlir Australian 
ceremony for inn king rain the blood which is suppled to 
imitate the rain Is received upon the bodles of the tribes¬ 
men/ Mb the Gaul* used to drink their enemies' blood 
and faint themselves therewith Sa .iJso they write tlmi Iht 
<i[i 3 Irish wore wnni + and so have I seen some of ihe Irish 
do, but not Uwir eo*rmfes H but frkr.ds* bl hoA t av namely, 
tit the execution of a notable iraptor at Limerick, called 
Murragh O^ftrien, I mw .711 old woman, which was his foster- 
mother, take tip In- head whilst Tie was quartered and siitk 
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tip all the iilorni that mu thereout, -..tying tbl tile earth Wal tafcrttttcv 
not wnnliy to drink It, and ttafcfcfth also *tcej>cd her facr 
and hitand tofe Iter bain crying ota* anil ahntikmg tjji v h t-ii^-d fr. 
terribly .“ 1 After a tattle 14 Horn bland, 5 kiuth radfic, it jjjjjgjij* 
was found tlut the brother of thr vanquished king was 
among ihe wounded " It wa* ^.id u> vx lus wife Mike I in 
her hands the bicod which had flowed from hist wound i, >1111! 
throw it on to her head, while die tittered piercing eriei. 

All the relative* of the wounded collected in the *antf 
maimer the blood which had flowed from them, down even 
to ihe l\izii drop, and they even applied llidr lips to the 
teaven- of the shrubs and licked it ah up 10 the luvt drop, 1 ' 3 
In the Marquesas Island* the person* who helped a woman 
at chrldhffth received on their heads the bk«>d which flowed 
at the cutting of the itnvrl-siting ; for the blood might not 
touch anything but a *m:rcd object, and in Polynesia ihc 
head is sacred in a high degree.* In Smuh Celebes at 
child birth a female slave stands uruLei the km wr (the hou»e» 

, lacing mfstrd on posts above the ground) and tetcitv* in a 
hii'iiu on her head the blood which trickles through lhr r 
bcimbcK- floor. 1 Among the Lamb* of central Africa the 
eiinh on which a dm p of blood ha* fallen at childbirth is 
i^it fully scraped up with an Iran *hmd, put fnto ^ po: along 
with the water used In washing the mother, and buried 
tolerably deep outside the home on the left-hand dtlel In 
Weut Africa, if a drop of your blood has fallen on the ground, 
you must carefully cover it up. rub and stamp it into the 
sail; if it hru fallen on the side of a canoe of a Tree, the 
place it cut out and the chip destroyed* T he Cnffnt-, we 
are told have a great horror of blood, and must puniy 
I hem selves from the poll us ion if they have shed it and been 
bespattered by it Hence warriors orr the return from 
battle purge themselves with emetics, and that so violentJy 
that mmz of them give Up the ghost- A Caffre would 
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Mmttiaa* never allow even a drop of blood from lib nose or a wound 
to * ic diicovcred, bm buddies H over witli earth, tii.it his 
i-- feet may not be defiled by It . 1 ■ Jiw motive of tlu>i African 
^ LTJ ^ ciMiotip may be a wish to prevent the bJood from billing 
Into the hands of magi dam, who might make an evil use 
of tL Thai It sdnutledly the reason why people jn Weal 
Africa mm nip aiit any blood of Ihiir- which ham fallen on 
the ground or cut * m any wood that ham been toakcri 
with tl . 1 From a like dread ol sorcery Halim of New 
e i uinca arc careful to bum any Hicks leaves, or ra^s which 
arc vi.iincd witli their blood! ; ami if the bl.xid lm* dripped 
nn the ground they iurn tijs the soil and If fusible light a 
tlie on the spot.' The ^me fc^r explains the curious 
dufkr* dicharged by a clsi^ of men called ramanga or 
*\A\uz blood M among the detailed of Mailagascar, ft Is 
thdr business to eat all the nail-parings and to tick up mil 
th= *pl 1 t blomi of the nobles. When the nobles pare their 
nails the parings arc collected to the last scrap and 
ii,vatrowed by these rammgv* If the parings are too large, 
fhej- -in minced srn^■ J and sti gutted down* Again, should 
a nobleman wound birnsdf, Scty in cutting his nails or rread- 
on something, *hc lick up the blood as fast as 

1> K-iible. Noble.* of high rank hardly go anywhere wit bn in 
these humble alien da nts„ but if it should happen that 
there are nant of them present* the cut nails and iJik 
spilt blood are carefully collected to be afterwardm swallowed 
by the retnang?. There Is scarcely a nobleman of any 
pretensions who does not sfrictfy observe Lb is custom . 4 the 
intention of which probably is ro prevent these parts of Ms 
person from falling into the hands of sorcetcra, who on 
the principles of contagious magic could work him harm 
tlieieby. The tribes of the White Nile are said never la 
sJicd human blood in their villages because they IMnk tlic 
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light of if would ref uk; w men barren or hrltig mfs fortune 
on tli-.: ir children, Hence execution* in id mufdets commonly 
Mkc place oj i the toad* or in ihe forest . 1 

Ihc mmillmyntia.*, to sited blood t* extended by wine CnMi'in* 
peoples to the blood of anumk Tint*, when the 
uffer m ox in the tpiriu, the blood Q f the must be i-i-ro *i 

wdlully ciught in a calabash* and none of ft may fait on ******* 
the ground . 1 When ihe Watiika in extern Africa kill their 
Cattle for food, “they either stone or bent the animal to 
death, so a* not to shod (lie hloodf 1 Amongst the D m earns 
cattle kilhrd for food are suffocated, but when sacrificed they 
are scared to death.* But like most pastoral tribe? in 
Africa, boili the Wanika and Dnmaraa very seldom kill 
tli£!ir cattle, which arc indeed Commonly invested with a 
kind of sanctity* Some of The iiwe-sjjcaking negroes of 
Togo!and* in West Africa, celebrate a festival in honour of 
the Earth at which it fs unlawful to shed blood on iht 
ground. Hence the fowls which are sacrificed on the-ne 
occasion* hate Their necks wnmg; not their throats cut 1 
In killing an ^uinml for food the !£a>tcr Islanders do not 
shed its !;ifoud, but stun it or amTocatc it in smoke. T When 
the natives of San Triatoval, one of the Solomon Islands, 
sacrifice a pig to a ghost in a sacred place, they take great 
cart: that the blo^Ml shall not fadt go the ground j so they 
place the animal in a large bowl and cut it Up there , 1 It la 
said that in ancient India the sacrificial victims were not 
slaughtered but strangled* 

The general explanation of the reluctance to shed blirod Antihm* 
on the ground h probably to be found In the belief that the 
soul is in the blood, and tint therefore any ground on which ft *fciirt 
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may fall necessarily becomes taboo or sacred. fm Mew Zealand 
anything upon which even a rirn|j of ^ high chiefs blo.id 
chances to fall Womes taboo or sacred to him. For 
Instance, u party of native* Ji&vmg come to visit a chief m a 
fine new canoe, the chief got into it T but in doing so a splinter 
entered his fool. -huJ the blood trickled uti the canoe, which 
at mice became sacred ta hitm The owner jumped out, 
dragged the canoe ashore opposite the chief* lu.n*fe and teft 
It there, Again* a chief in entering a rni&riuiHuyV bonus 
knocked his head agaimt a beam, and the blood flowed. 
The natives .-aid til fit in former limes the house would have 
belonged to the thief . 1 A* mually happen with mi: os of 
universal application, the prohibition to spill the blood of a 
tribc&marv m the ground applies with fkxuliar iftlngcttcy to 
chief* anil kings, ami h otaenrcd in their ease long after it 
hm ccaanj to l» observed in the ease of others. 

We have vesn that the Fla men Diilii wa* not allowed to 
watt under 4 Ircllfwnl vine/ The reason for t!hl-i pjolulniinn 
wd$ perhaps *13 folltiws. It has bred shewn that plants are 
conddrrcd £v animate being* which bleed when cut, the red 
juice which exited from onrac of them bring regarded ns the 
hlorxl of the plant 1 The juice of the grape i& therefore 
naturally conceived as the blood of the vine, 1 And since, 
aik wt have just seerr, the soul h often believed to be in lhe 
hkxxt, the juice of ihc grape is regarded ns the rouf, nr .is 
containing tire ^ul t of the vine. This belief is strengthened 
by the intoxicating effects of wine. For, accordmg to 
primitive not rum. q]J abnormal mental sidles, such as inioxi- 
cjNcifri or madness, are mused by the entrance of a spins into 
tbr person ; ?uch mental states. In other words,. am accounted 
forms of possession or inspiration. Wine, therefore, h cu la¬ 
ddered on two distinct n^ufids as a spirit* or containing a 
spirit; first because, as a red juice* It U identified wilfi the 
blood of the plant, and second because it hitioriciifes at 
inspire^ Therefore jf the Fla me 11 Dulls liud walked under 
\ trclliscit vine, the Spirit of the vine* cinbadicd In the 
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duelers nf would have hern immedia !tly over Ills 

1 1 '■ p i 1 1 ant’ might have touched it, which for »i persoji Jike him 
in s state of permanent taboo 1 would have bcvil highly 
iiangCTOUh. This interpretation of (lie prohibition will l>r 
marie pmbablt if wc can shew, nrur* ihut wine has been 
.ictuolli viewed by #ume peoples as blood, and intoxication 
its map ifion produced h y drinking the blood ; and, second, 
that it is often considered dangerous. especially for uboodil 
piragua* to have either blood or a I tying person over Ihetr 
heads. 

With regard to ifte ftm point, we are informed by ww 
Plutarch that of old the Egyptfiti kings nritlsrr drank wine 
nor offered it io libations to the gods, tjccau%e they held it iniwea- 
lo be the biooti of beings who had once fhtight against the 
gods, the vine having sprung from their rotting bodies; 
and the fronay of intostscation wag explained by the mp- 
[tifeition that the drunken man ws : . ItUed with the blood of 
the enemies of the gods.* The Aitees regarded f ! ti/$ur nr 
she wine of Itic country a. k bad, on aeeouiit uF the wild deeds 
which men diil under ita toflucuee. But iht**; wild deeds 
were belir vrrtj lo be die nut of the drunken m.in Luc, ,d 
the wine-god by whom be iru jws^csied and Inspired . attd 
s£( seriously was this theory af inspiration held [hat it' any 
one apoke J 3 af or bundle.I * tiyjiy man, h~ wa* iiablc to ire 
punished tur JLsrt pect U- tlic wii -iyx! incarnate in hi% 
votary, Hence, say* Salugtui, it was believed, not without 
ground, that the Indian* intoxicated theuisctves on pmpMc 
to commit i^itb impunity crimes for which they would 
certainly lave been putiUhed If ibsy had committed (hem 


1 M iVi-ujj mdUif frrisfui *t t* An iki 
IkfcllSla, fc. ij. |U 

* /iM O , # 4 ( fl r 4 , 

mj«b pppucmEj tli n in fid* Lm Ixm 

fHnMifcd LEI W2JBU1 HUtbe; Eijjjtfilii 
i»t un^ ^il IjiaaD, sijftputm 

ifJ u -i-T.vv',., 1 3 r ritimJm Afortvm, o. 
yi*- Wfotfi fr -4 1 *- ±jlfn ‘nl <1 

rh= Eum(i+<: bt {ftrtkpdii {Tfuliich, 
Mild OjlfTJ, !bj. It e3ki|| 

ftpflftMwii ¥I11*T | be ffmji, dll Ur'ii:i 
(tlllf uillLl: |.„ Willi 


Whtu whh t 1|M otlyd b t!*f 
Cnxi I^STttdrtB fct Troryn tE wn flitf 

liitu? i'.uc mLEL iM'OLhhitm 
k II tliiUN’k 

Ji ■ ruk of tlMicu 
feli^Scn Bu;-b - 0 ( Ut 

OUf 3f) Esizzl a i:i r EfP IlhC n tllf 3l 114 "I 

i.r -::- i -.. ! r difii.T frmit c^i^> Uvl«8en 
'Ht3a beftilflt £ttl Or ftnrn f liilTm 
n;' & (Inc J»rttSe *hi, h & Lul- =m Ikp:^ 
U4J Itm-Ifl lit A !i^»r A’j/. //lit 

Ilf. iujj TO* mil? ilirni -i til niw 

LY 1.1 MKlE'l III ! £- Ihi.fl^jd Lrji L ■■-■.I'l 

v 'irtiL 




r-K* P f 

pdxiir-g 

ttUcr 

iiwwiii 

blral 


ijfl TAmOED Timms mAh 

sober . 1 Thu* El Appears that on the primitive view Intoxicat¬ 
ion or (he produced by wine Id exactly parblld 

Jo the inspiration praddeed by drinking the blood nf ani(nali* H 
Thu- smit or life la in the blood s ^nd wine b the blood of the 
vine, Hence whoev t drinks the blood cf n animal i? 
inspired with the -tOUl of the animal or of the god, who, as 
we have tm,' ie aften supposed to enter into the animal 
before it b slain j and whoever drinks wine drinks the bEood f 
and bo receives Into himsdf the soul or spirit, of the god tit 
the vine. 

With regnrd lo the second point, the fear ol passing 
under blood or under a living person, wc are told that some 
of the Australian blacks have a dread of passing under a, 
leaning tree or even under the rails of a fence The rctuoft 
they give is that a woman may have been upon the tree or 
fence, and some blood from her may have fallen on it and 
might fail from it on them . 4 in UgL one of die Solomon 
Island^ a mom will never, if he can help it, pass under a tree 
which has fallen across the path, for she reason that a woman 
may have stepped over it before him* Amorist the KArens 
of Burma M going under a house* especially If there are 
female* within, is avoided; as Is aJ itt the passing mulct 
trees of which (he branches extend downwards tn a particular 
direction, and the butt-end of fa lien tree*, etc. 1 * * The 
Siamese think Tt unlucky to pass under a rope on which 
women** clothe* arc lniiig, and to avert evil cotiicquences 
lbe per!®n who has done bo must build a chape I io the 
earLEi-spirit . 3 
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Frohably in all such Casa t!w nilc h based on a fear of ni«* [(flut 
Wne brought into contact with blood, especially the blood 
ot women, I 1 rum a like fear a Maori will never lean his uoojuu 
tack Against the wall of a native house 1 For the blood of'"* 1 
women ts fUpjwxrd lo have disastrous effect* upon males. 

The Arunta of central Australia believe that a draught of 
woman’,1 blood would kill the strongest man. 1 la Mie 
Encounter Hay tribe of South Australia boys arc warned 
that if they see the blood of women they will early become 
grey headed and their strength w ill fair prematurely.* Men of 
(lie Booandik tribe in South Australia think that if they see the 
blood of their women they w ill not be able to fight against 
their enmities and will be killed ; if the sun dazzles their eyes 
at a fight, the first woman they afterwards meet fa sure to 
get a blow from their dub,* in the island of Wetar it is 
thought that if a man or a lad comes upon a woman’s blood 
he will be unfortunate in war and other uudertnIcings, and 
that any precautions he may take to avoid the nmfeumne 
will be v.tin. 1 The people of Ceram also believe that 
men who see women’s blow) will be wounded in battle.* 

It ia an H*thorium belief i bat men who ace women's blond 
will Buffer from an eruption on dm skin.' A Fan negro 
told Miss Kingsley that a. young matt In his villn : .;e, who 
«»s so weak that he could hardly crawl about, bad {Mien 
into this state through seeing the blood of a woman who 
had been killed by a falling tree. “The underlying idea 
regarding blood is of course the old one that the blood it 
the life. The life in Africa means a spirit, hence the 
liberated blood is the liberated spirit, and liberated spirits 
are always whipping intu people who do not want them. In 
the case of the young Fan, the opinion lurid w*--> that the 
weak spirit of the woman bad got into 1dm.” 1 
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mh „j Again. the reason for not posing under dangerous 
W.CTT.! ubjvcK like i vine or women* blood, is a fear that they 
%T * Way tonic in contact with the bead; foi among many 
r-niirt peoples the head h peculiarly sacred. The special sanctity 
Attributed to it is sometimes explained by n belief that it is 
the wist of a Spirit which Ls very sensitive to injury or 
disrespect. Thus the Voruhoa of the Slave Coast hokt that 
every man has three spiritual inmates, of whom the first, 
called Obrt, dwells in the head arid Js the man’s protector, 
guardian, and guide. Offerings are made to this ipkit. chiefly 
of fowls, find some of the blood mixed with palm-oil k rubbed 
on the forehead. 1 The Karens of flunna suppose that a 
being called the #*» resides In the tipper part of the head, 
and while ir retains it- ■veal no harm can befall the person 
from the efforts of the seven Ktluks, nr personified passions. 

M Bui if tlic lt<y becomes heedless nr weak certain evil to the 
p^riiin is the result. Hence the head is carefully attended 
to. and all possible pain* are taken to provide such d«u 
and attire us will be pleasing to the ts #.* 1 The Siamese! 
think that a spirit called kJiutm or Iii jh dwells In the hitman 
head, of which it is tlic guardian spirit. The spirit must b*! 
carefully protected from injury of every kind , lienee the ac< 
of shaving or cutting the hair is accompanied wills many 
ceremonies. The 4 w«» is very sensitive on points of honour, 
and would fed mortally insulted if the head in which he 
resides were touched by the band of u -irnngrr When Dr. 
B.iiti.in, in conversation with a brother of the king of Siam, 
raised his hand to touch the prince's skull in order to illus¬ 
trate some medical remarks lift was making, u sullen and 
threatening murmur burning from the Sips of tlic crouching 
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courtiers warned him of the breach of ctiifuvltc h\ had to m- 
mitted. for fa Slam there h up greater instill lo a man uf nmk 
\hi\n to touch his head. If a Siamese touch the Head of 
another with Fiin. fooL. L«jiH of them mint build chapcLi r- the 
earth-.; :ir it lo avert the omen, Pfor does the guardian sprrh 
of the- It rad like lu have the hah washed too often , u might 
inj tire or incommode him. It w&a a grand solemnity when 
ttjr: king of Burma's held waa wittbed with water drawn 
Irom the middle of the river, Whenever ih e native pwfet or, 
from whom Dr. Butiau took le on= in Burmese at Mandate 
hud Ilia head washed^ which twok place u a rule once a 
month, he wa* generally absent fort luce days together* that 
time luring; commoted in preparing for. and recovering from, 
the operation of head - washings Dr. Basliaft 1 * eustgm of 
washing hw head daily gave rfrr to much remark. 1 The 
head of tlw king of Persia was ch-®ucd only unce a year, on 
hEi birthday, 1 Komrui women washed their heads annually 
<m the thirteenth of August, Diana's day. 1 The Indians of 
IV ru fmnird they could nil thrmidvt* of their sins by 
scrubbing thrfr head* with s small $tone and then washing 
thrm in a stream** 

AgLiirk Shr IhuTTios ilihik it an indignity ro have any objorrh* 
fine. especially a wotmifi, over ihdr beads, and for 
i caw ft Burmese hou^s have never mon_- than one story, 

Pitt! litmus are mi*cd on pn>its above the ground, and 
whenever nothing fell through the floor Dr. flasiiau hnd 
a!way* difficulty' in persuading a +crvant lo fetch it from 
under the house* In Rangoon a pries!. summoned lo the 
beddde of a fuck man, climbed up a ladder and got in at 
the window rather than ascend the sm/rcasc, to ™di which 
he must hn.c passed under a gallery. A pious Burman of 
Rangoon* finding spme images of Buddha in a chip’s cabin, 
offered a. hi^h price for them, tliat they might not be degraded 
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b) r R»ifnrs walking over them on tile deck . 1 Formerly in 
-Siam no person might Cross a bridge white his superior hi 
rank was pawing underneath* nor mijjlit be walk in a room 
above one in which his superior was silting or lying . 1 The 
Cambodians esteem it a grave offence to touch j man's 
head; some of llicin will not enter a place wheje anything 
whatever U suspended over their heads; and the meanest 
Cam bod inn would never consent to Jive under an Inhabited 


rv>utn. TJence Hie houses aic buiil or one story only ; and 
even the Government respects the prejudice by never pricing 
a prisoner In the stock* under the floor of A house* though 
the bouses are raised high above the ground* The same 
^upersiiiiou exbtt onioiigii live Malays; for an early 
traveller reports that in Java people H wear nothing on thdr 
heads, and sav that nothing must be on their fiends , . , 
and ir any person were to put his hand ujwm their head they 
would kill him ; and they do not build hini-ca with storeys, 
ill order that they may not walk over each other's heads.'* * 
In Uganda no person belonging to the king's totem clan 
was allowed to get un the top of the palace to roof it 1 m 
th^i would have been regarded as equivalent to getting on 
tlic top of the king Hence ilte palace had to be roofed by 
tneti of ,1 different clan from the king . 1 

The ume superstition as to the head is found in full 
npotialii ft' r l- p t hrougj httut Batymsi n. Tli us of G a t ta newpt. a Marqiicsaii: 

1 5,1 ^ Wt M to touch the top of bta head, or any* 

fhisig which had been on his head, w-is sacrilege. To pass 
over hi* hrzd sras an iudigviFty never to be forgotten 
< jaiT 4 Jtewa. nny t ,i 3 ] his family, scorned to pass a gateway 
which 13 ever dosed* or sl house with a door; all must tie 
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ns open and free as their unrestrained imiuncrg. He would 
pass under nothing that had been raised by the lund of 
(nan, if there was a possibility of getting round or over it 
Often have I seen loin walk the whole length of our barrier, 
in p referent:: to passing between our u;iior<asks; amt at 
the risk of hi> lift scramble over the loose siotu-s of a wall, 
rather ifato gu through the gateway.” 1 hlatigucaun sun nun 
hive been If .own to refute to go on the dtreks of ships for 
feat of pacing over the hcarls of chiefs who might lie below . 3 
JJic sun of a Marijiic.-.ii! high priest has been seen to mil 
on the ground in an agony of rage and rksp.-jr, begging for 
death, because -oms one had desecrated his head and 
deprived him of bh divinity by BprinUtug a few drops of 
water on his hair.* Hsu it was not the Manpitsun chiefs 
only whose heads wens sacred, The head of every Mar- 
Tltetttl was t a 1)00* a ltd might neither he touched nor stepped 
over by another; even n father might not step over the 
head cjf his ilecjiiitg child ;* women were forbidden to carry 
or touch anything that had been in contact with, nr had 
merely Intng over, the head of their husband or father . 1 So 
one was allowed to be over the head of til- king of Tonga* 
In Hawaii [the Sandwich Islands) if a man climbed upon a 
chiefs house or upon the wall of his yard. lie was pm io 
death ; if his shadow fell on a chief, lie was put to death ; 
if Hl- walked in the shadow of * chiefs house with his head 
jointed white or decked with a garland or netted with 
water, ho was put to death/ In Tahiti any one who 
stood over the king or (juroti. or passed his hand over 
their heads, might he put to death , 1 Until certain rites 
were performed over it, a Tahitian infant was (-specially 
taboo; whatever touched the child’s head, while it was 
hi this state, t»-rame sirred and wm deposited in a corse- 
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rrat«! plaw railed In for fhe purpose at the child's home 
tlhjMbui, [f h branch of -t tree touched the child's head, the tree 
" i rS, was cut (town i RJtd If in its fell It injured another tree 
L*'" 1 J' ; . -.o ns to penetrate the batk, that tree also was cut down as 
Unclean and unfit for use- After the rites were pcrioinsd 
thew: *|t«dai taboos censed ; bn! the head of a Tahitian wu 
always sacred, he never carded anything ou it and to Touch 
it was an offence. 1 In New Zealand "the heads of the 
chiefs were always tabooed {tofu), lu-'ucr they could not 
pass, or -it, tinder food hung tip; ur carry food, as others, 
on their hacks , neither would they cal a tai-al In & house, 
nor touch a calal«qh of water in drinking. No one could 
touch their head, nor, Indeed, commonly speak of it or 
alhide to it J to do «o offensively wai one of their heaviest 
curses, and grossest insults, only to be wiped out with 
blood," * So sacred was tin* Head of a Maori chief that 

«lf he only touched it with his fillers, he was obliged 
immediately to apply them to his uo4C, «nd tntlff up the 
sanctity which they had ..cipiired by the touch, ami Unis 
restore it to the part from whence it was taken. 3 O® account 
of the sacred ness of his head a Maori chief “«iuU not blow 
the fire with his in out h, for the hr rath luring saentd, com* 
muiticuted hiF sanctity tn it, and l brand might hr t-d.cn by 
a lave, or a man of another tribe, ur the fife might be us-’d 
for other purposes, such us cooking, and SO cause hlft death. 

It ts a crime for a sacred person in New Zealand to lea«* 
bis comb, or anything else which has touched hi* head, in 
a place where food has been cooked, or to stilTcf am,liter 
jxjraon to drink out Of any vessel which ha* touched his 
Ups- Hence when a chief wishes to drink he newt puts bii 
lips to the vessel, bat holds his hands close to his mouth so 
a* to farm ft hollow, into which water is poured Jsy another 
person, and thence is allowed to flow into his month. If a 
light i* needed for his pipe, the btimiuc ember taken foiirt 
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the fir^ must be thrown away as soon ;is it is used ' for the 5 anti>* -i 
[ J iP- become ^cred because ii has touched his mouth ; the 
coal becomes sacred because it has touched the pipe * and «n» 
if a article of the sacred cinder were replaced on the 
com moil fir*! the fire would also become sacred :md could 
tio longer he used for cooking.* Some Maori chiefs, like: 
other Polynesian* object to go down into a ship's cabin 
from fear of jwoplc pacing over their head*. 1 Dire inis 
fortune w*tg thought by the Maorkt to await those who 
entered a house when: any article of animal food was 
impended over their heads. " A dead pigeon or a piece 
of pork hung from the roof, was a better protec lion from 
molestation than a *en thick" 1 If 1 am right, the reason for 

the special objection to having animal food over the head 
h the fear of bringing the sacred head imo contact with the 
spirit ^f the animal; jufct as the reason why die iFUmcri 
nEalij might not walk under a vfne was the leaf of bringing 
litA sacred head Into contact with the jpiiit of the vine. 
Similarly King .Darius would hoe px-s through a gate over 
which there wa» a t^mby because In doing so he w-uidd have 
bad a corpv: above? his head,* Among the Awuna tiBw of 
the Gold C'-'a-u, West Africa, the wcr*hippen< of Hebesfo, 
the god of thunder* belteic that their heads me sacred* being 
as'odjted in some mysterious way with tls-r presence of the 
protective spirit of thdr go i, which has pa-^. d into them 
through this channel at baptism, Hence they carefully 
guard iheir heads againm injury, especially Agaijut my 
wound that might draw blood, for they think that such a 
wound would entail the Iras* of re-Vn ii on the sufferer, and 
that it would brin^ down the wrath >f (he thundering god 
and of his inonilw piece the felbh finest on the impintFi 
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gi^Mi ihr When the h~ad was cimsutercd so snored shut It aright not 

| '™ 11 * even be touched without grave offence, It 35 obvious that the 
JJSt^G r- cutting of the hurt mint have been a delicate ami difficult 
operation* The difficulties md dangers which* on the 
ftffeeuf primitive view, hei^cl the operation arc of two kinds. There 
£^e*«u h first tfctt danger of disturbing the- spirit of ihe head, which 
qpS 3 w. may be hi i sired in the process and may revenge Usnlf Upon 
the perton who tnoteits him. Secondly, ihtirt is the difficulty 
of disposing or the ihorn iock^ For the savage believe- 
that ihe *yrrrpathttlc connexion which exists between him- 
sdf and every P^ffr of his body continues to exist even after 
the physical connexion hiu been broken 1 .111 d that therefore 
he will suiler from any harm that may befall the severed 
parts of bis body, such as the clippings of hfs hnfr'or I hr 
parings of his nails. Acconrlingiy her takes care that 
severed portions of himself shall not be left in places where 
they mr^hi either he exposed to accidental injury or Tall 
into the hand* of malicious persons who might work magic 
oei diem to Ins detriment or death.. Such dangers arc 
common to nil but sat red persons have more to fear from 
them than ordinary people, so the precautions taken by them 
Tt* fcairurare pfoporttotiuldy stringent, The -dropiesT way of evading 
the peril hr not to cut the hair at all; and this U the 
Iii-AiUcr expedient adopted where the risk is thought to be more 
than usually grent- The Frankiah kings were never allowed 
^rtindrzi to crop their hair; from their childhood upwards they had 
it unjahorm' To poll the long locks that floated 
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oji ilicir shpuldto would have been to renounce thdr right 
So the throne. When the wicked brothers CEoUlre and 
Chitdebert eovoted the kingdom of their dead brother 
Clodomir, they Inveigled into their power thdr Istde nephew n, 
■he two aqtis of Clodoinlr ; and having done so, they wnl 
j messenger bearing sttaor* and a nuked sword to Hie 
chQdrcn** gmndidothcr, Queen ClotiJdc, at fttfit The envoy 
the wed the scissors and the word to Ctatijde, and bade 
Iwr choose whether the children thnuld be shorn and live 
or remain uti^hnm and die. The proud queen replied that if 
her grandchildren were not to conic to the throne -ihe would 
rather see them dead than shorn. And murdered they were 
by their rulhirs* unde Clotafre with his own hand . 1 The 
king of E^nape, one of the Caroline Islands, mint wenr hit 
hair long, and r -o must his grandees , 1 The hair of the A ttec 
priesb hung down to thdr hams, fro that the wdghfe of it 
became very tmublr nsntt for tiny might never poll it ?o 
long as they lived, or at feast until they Had been relieved 
of thdr nifkse on the Wore of old age. They wore it braided 
irt great tress**,, six finger^ broad, and tied with cotton,* A 
Haid.t medicineman may neither dip nor comb hir treij-es* 
vo they .\P' always tong nnd tang I :<i - 4 Among the H03, 
a negro tribe of Togoland in W«! Africa, ,l lhcic are priests 
on whose head no rasor may conic during the whole of 
their lives. The god who dwells in the man forbidi the 
cutting of Eds hair on pain of death. Ef the hair h nE last 
too fong, the owner mugt pmy to hla god to allow him at 
least to dip the tips of it The Mr is in fact ton reived as 
the scat and lodgtng-pFacc of lu- god. so that were it shorn 
the god would lose h*s abode in the priest ** 1 A ram - maker at 
Itaroma, on the lower Zambesi. ufved t4 ° give out fM he was 
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[N)sic ;; <!l by two <piriU, one of .1 lloti, (be other of it Icopani, 
ami in the Assemblies of the pen file lit mimicked the rawing 
of them beast*. In otder tbit Lhefe spirits itii- hi ioe leave 
him, he never cut hi* lutir nor drunk alcohol, 1 ' The Masai 
dan of the El Kiboron, who arc believed to possess the art 
of miking rain, may not pluck out ihdf beards, because the 
loss of their luard's would, it i* supposed, eiitait the loss of 
their rain-making porters. The lifiad chief and the sorcerers 
of the Masai observe the same rule for a like reason: they 
think that were they to pull ml tltrir beards, their super- 
natural gifts would desert them. 1 In central Borneo 
tbs chiefs of a particular Kayan family never allow 
their hair to be shorn, 1 Ancient Indian law rebuffed that 
when h new king had performed tins ceremony of am- 
secretion he might not shave his hair for a year, though 
lit: wa§ allowed lo crop it. According Ui ts-fle account himlc 
O f his subjects, except a Brahman, might have hi- hair cut 
during ihy period, and even horses were left undipped. 1 
Amongst the AI fours of Celebes the IMttfi or priest who 
looks after the rice field* may not she nr Ids h:i:t during the 
time that he exercises his special functions, that is from 
i month before tin- rice is sown until it in homed* In 
Usukmna, a district to the south of Ukc Victoria Xyana, 
the people arc forbidden to shave their heads till the com 
has been sown/ Men of the Tseisaut tribe in British 
Columbia do nal cut their hair, believing that if they cut it 
they would quickly grow old* trt Ceram men do not crop 
their hulr i if married men did so, they would lose their wive--: 
if voting rneu did so, they would grow weak and enervated. 
In TJmoriaut man fed men may not poll their hair for the 
same mason as in Ceram, hut widowers and men on a 
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Journey may do sc* after ofTcritsg 3 fowl or a pig in sacrifice. 1 11*1* krt^ 
Malays* of the Peninsula are ibrhldilen to cbp sbeir 
during their wjiVs prepias:cy and lor forty days after she fcrestigp*, 
child tes been born ; and a similar abstention y said ro'^ 1 ^ 
Imve been formerly incumbent on all persons prosecuting s*"«iMfF» 
a journey or engaged tti war,* Elsewhere men travelling 
abroad have liecn Jn Lhe habil of teavjtig iftdr liair unshorn 
unltl their return* The reason for fcliia custom in probably 
the ibnfjcf to which, En wt have seen, a traveller in believed 
to be exposed from Lhe tnagk arts of the stranger* amongst 
whom lie sojourn* ; jf they got pras^sJOD of his iborn hair, 
they mi gill work his destruction through It The Egyptians 
on a journey kept thdr Iiair uncut (EEC they returned linmc/ 

11 At TJtff when * man returned from a journey !ii* first duty 
w to visit the Rabba and poll W* hair * * AcbUka kept 
ttti shorn his yellow hair, because U* falter hid vowed to 
ifTcr it to the River Sperchius, it ever his son came heme 
from the wans beyond the sea** Fonne% when Dy*k 
warriors returned with the heads of thdr etotiH each tnan 
cut off a lock from the front of Hh head and threw it into 
rhe river r,s 4 mode of ending lie taboo to which Utey had 
been stubjocled during the eapedittoa.* Ikdmanas Alicr a 
battle had their hair shorn by their mother* 11 in order that 
new hair might grow, and that all which was old and pdEuied 
might disappear and hr no 

Again* men who have token a vow of vengeance s^me- 
times keep their hair unshorn lit! they have fulfilled *bdr u 
vow. Thus of the Marquees we art told that - occualonally 
they have their head entirely shaved, except one lock m She 
crown, which is worn loose or put up in a knot- Blit ibr 
latter mmlt of wearing the hair fs only adopted by them 
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jink when they have a solemn vow, iu to revenge thv death of 
sonic near relation, rtc. In Much case the tacit Es never cili 
*11': oil until they have fulfilled their prombe. h * A simfla* 

custom waa somethin's observed by the ancient Germans, 
among the OuuH the younK wamnrs never dipped their 
hair or their beard till they had stain an enemy’ 
thousand Saxons once swotc that they would not poll their 
hair not shave their beards until they had taken vengeance 
on their foes** On one occasion a Hawaiian taboo is 
said to have tasted thirty years* H during which the men 
were not allowed to trim their beards, etc “ 1 While Id? 
vow lasted, a Nsuarite might not have his hair cut: w All 
the days of the vow of his reparation there shall no razor 
come upon his head/ 1 * Possibly in this case there wa* 
a special objection to touching the tabooed man's head with 
iron. The Roman priciK, as wc have seen, were shorn with 
iu suh bfonze knives The fiinc fecKng perhaps gave rise to the 
European rule that a child’s ttad- a>ic3-ii1s L not be pared during 
t* kwt*L t] jr plr^t year, hut that If U S absolutely necessary to shorten 
them they should be bitten uff by the mother or nurse. 1 
For in all parts of the world a young child b believed tu be 
especially exposed tu supers atm a J danger* and pjjtlculai 
precautions arc taken to guard it against tlicrn ; in other 
wordfi, the child it under a number of taboos, pf which the 
rule just mentioned Is one. N Among Hindu* the usual 
eu&totn seems to be that the nails of a first-bom child are 
cut at tiie aye of sbt month* With other children a year 


i Dl pKtit! _/rWr-rul/ *} J LWlJf 

•mJr fit AU /Wr/f <Vraw H ti is-ft. 

* TidJU*, Gf**!**!*, J|_ Vcjm of 

ihr txnif ir*fi ww .HKCsiia^uliy iuolIt 
ui :hn R-. jll.ii ii ili;i..>e:<iju. ., t? i 

T*yjJn», /rird It. All, 

* Pi.iiJ 4 M EH inn am, Afar. 

Hi 7 | tlrffptf? nj Tpkit, /TuttlVt 
in /™%j f v. 11. *il. i. 
fC If i.~ iliUm*, \wiMle 

Eihikuk JVitf, 1^74!. 

1 v.\ oiii, 

U, jflj. 

* MLiriE-cru m. J. 

* J, A.E. KJUOrr, 

«*i I Vr^/dwfr, jmu; W, Ktniitnflfl, 


^ *V#r^#Tf Qwiirui, 
PT ; F- Vutaif /tnlnq- 

ftwtittm Myr&$/*£* i y\ If 33 s 

L V, SSin^Lti#. AV/cn p A'-ii.. ™ Arflrf 

-P-.7 jV rjir/r i»li^ 1 II 4fi- 
Tj : I. W. WcEf. tm* <*u*ni*M 

k f. 1^-a | 4 Sjjl iws | 5J4 
O, Kn^ipL *™.S 

fit p .«** jft#P J’irJiVif* *n m 

p. 157 S 33 ; r Vrrfccfpsfddr, n-Vflatnr*? 

■VitfTi, jVjftiM ujia 1 j.-^'j'j'wdW.L: A# 

tfSHfrawii'. j: ^ t J. MihrUltl, 
FWJtfW# 

$%jt £. KrHLw % «Abrf c Ui*li^n 
Klllfli npfl •Oflxlljl.rl Atffl^Hlf F« 
Mkfiixt.^ ter IV 

p K4. 




HAIR lAKOQED 




or two h allowed to elapse?* 1 The Stave* Hare, and Dognh 
Indians of North-Weal America do not pure the nails uf female 
children till they aic four ycur% of a^c, 3 Tel Uganda a child £ 
hair n \&y no! he cut until the child has received a iijix 
S hould any - T ti l>r rubbed or plucked ofT Accidentally, It U 
refaBtened to the dnldk head with string nr by being knotted 
to il it* other hafr»* Araon^t the Ewe negroes of the Slave 
Coast, a mother vows a sogmec lo the fetish if 

her infant should live. She then leaves the child uuDham 
till its fourth or sixth year* when she fulhb her vow and tins 
I he child 1 * hair cut by a priest. 1 To this day m Syrian 
mother wiSt some Limes, 3ike Hannah, rieWOte her 33ulv one to 
God When the child read m 4 certain age, it* hair is cut 
a ud weighed! and money is paid in proportion to thfi weight, 

Jf the boy thm dedicated is a Mo*km H hr breome* in time 
a dervish : if he is a Christian. he twome* .1 monk * Among on-ni 
the Toradj,!' of central Celebes when a child 1 -, hair 1^ cut 
to rid it of vermin, some locks arc alkm d to remain on the - 
crown of the head as a refuse for one of El 1 child's souk. 
Otherwise the sou) would have no fibre in which to wit It. 
and the child WfUiiri sicken* The Karo-lhilitks of Sumatra 
ire much afraid of frightening away mid r Wr uf a 
child : hence when they cut ilh hair* they always leave a 
patch unshorn. :o which the soul can fcirt-.U htrtofr the 
ghrars t;sualty this lock remain* unshorn ru] through life T 
or at least up till manhood 1 In some parts oF Germany il 
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h thought that if a child 1 s hutr b combed in to Rest year 
Lhc child will be unlucky; J or that if a hoy's hair is cut 
before hi* seventh year he will have nu courage. 4 
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But when It becomes) necessary to crop the hair, measures 
cue taken to lessen the -dangers which arc supposed to attend 
the operation. The chief of Nam oil in Fiji always ate 3 
man by way uf precaution when he ltad had his hair cut. 
1 There was a certain clan that hud to provide the victim fc 
and they u$cd to sit in solemn council among themselves to 
choose hint. It wa$ a sumhdaj least lo avert evil from the 
chief, 1- 1 Thb remark a b]e custom ha* been described more 
fully by anylher observer, The old heatlicn temple at Natnosi 
in called Rukumtambua, *■ and munrl about it me hundreds 
of turner, each of which tells a fearful tale, A subject tribe, 
whose town Wait hjjuc little distance from Naiuod, lad 
committed an unpardorublt offence, nmt were condemned 
to a frig hi fu! dontrL The earth-mound on which their 
temple had stood was planted with the mountain adult* 
(arum),, and when the crop was fife, lhe poor wretches had 
to carry it down to Nmnotl* and give at least otic of their 
number to be killed and eaten by the chief He used to 
take advantage ni these occasions to have hi# hair cut, 
for the human sacrifice was supposed to avert nil datfggf 
of witchtmfl if any ill^mher gut held of the cutting? of his 
hair, human hair being the most dangerous channel for the 
< lead best spells of the sorcerers. The stones round Rqkuui- 
iambus represented these and other victims who hat! been 
kilted and eaten 31 Numeral Each stone was the record of 
a, murder succeeded by a cannibal feast"** Amongst, the 
Maoris m any spells were uttered at hair-emting; one, for 
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cample, was tptikm to consecrate the obsidian knife with Sal™ 
whiL"ti the hair w^is cut another was pronounced to avert 
the thunder and lightning which hair-cutling witf believed ton fa*#* 
caiisen 1 “ He who hus had hh hair cut is in immediate charge ******* 
of the Awn (spirit) ; he k removed from ihc contact and 
society of hi* family and his tribe; he dare not loudi hi* 
food himself; it is put into his mouth by another person , 
nor can he for some days resume his accustomed occupations 
nr associate urhh his lellow-nieii.* s The person who coin 
the hair is also tabooed ; his hands having Lrceu fn contact 
with a sacred head, tie may nor touch food with item or 
entrap in any other cmployment. be b fed by another 
person with food cooked over a sacred fine. Hr cannot U 
released from the taboo tefc-re the fallowing day, when he 
nibs ills harith with potato w fern root which has been 
cooked on a sacred fire ; and this food having been raken to 
the head of the family in the female line and eaten by tu?r; 
his tenth are freed from the taboo. In Mime parts nf New 
Zealand the most sacred day nf the year wa.v that appointed 
for h*i«tming; ihe people assembled in large numbers on 
thai day fmm all the neighbour hood* Some lime a a Maori 
diief + s liatr w%ts slsorn by his wife, whrv was then tabooed for 
a week as a cunxcqucnte of having touched his facrcd locks* 

It I* an QfTi.Hr of [state w hm thr king of Cambodia's hair is 
cropped The priests place on the barter * finger* certain old 
rings set with large sume*, which are supposed to comam 
ipirits favourable to the king?, wnd during the operation tlie 
Brahmans keen up a noisy music to drive away the evil 
spirits . 5 The hair and nnfta of she Mikado could only te csit 
whHc he was asleep* perhaps because his soul being then 
absent from his body, there was lea* chance of injuring ii 
with the shears. 

From Lhcir earliest days liLLlc Siamese children have the 
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crown mI t the luiRd dcan with Lit^ exception of n single 

5tna1l tuft of tutlr, which is dmly combed, twisted, oiled- and 
tied In 11 little knot until lIlc day when it £1 finally removed 
with great pomp and emmooy* I He ceremony of sharing 
dv topknot take? place before Llic cldl-d has reached puberty, 
and grral anxiety in felt -si this- time lest the kwwt, or 
guardian-spirit who «flsm&nly resides in the body and 
especially the head of every Siamese , 1 should hr so disturbed 
hy the tonsure m to depart and fcavi- the child a hopeless 
wreck for liifo. Great pains are therefore taken to recall this 
mysterious being ill ease he should have fled, and to fix him 
sturdy rn the child. This is the object nf an elaborate 
ceremony performed on the afternoon of the day when thr? 
topknot ha? been cut A miniature pagoda in erected, and 
on it are placed ^rverat kimf-i of food known to be favourites 
of the spirit. When the tunm has arrived ami is feasting 
oti iht *: 1 dainties* he is caught and held foal under a cfoth 
thrown over the food. The child li now placed near the 
pagoda, and ail ihe family and friend-i form a circle w ith the 
chi Hi, the captured spirit, and ;hc lirahman prk -l.* in the 
ndddie. Hereupon thfi priests address the spirit* earnestly 
cuireating him to enter into the child. They amuse trim 
with tales, arid coax md wheedle him with flattery, jedt, anil 
song; the gongs ring out their loudot . the people cheer 
and only a Jhmut of the sourest and itiort obdurate disposition 
could resist the combined appeal The last sentences of 
the fermai invocation run as follow??: " J Benignant Aftftff* ,P 
Thou fickle being who art wont to wander and daily about! 
From the moment that the child was conceived in the 
womb, thou hast enjoyed every pleasure* until ten (lunar) 
months having elapsed and the rime of delivery arrival, 
thou hast suffered and run the risk of peri airing by being 
bum alive into Hie world. Gracious kurmt f thou wsst at 
that tune *0 bemler, delicate, and wavering as to cause great 
anxiety caEiuirrihii? thy fate: thou wu^ exactly Uke a child, 
youthful, innocent, and inexperienced. The lease trifle 
frightened thee and made thee shudder. Tn Lhy Infantile 
play fulii' i* thou *Attst won't, to frolic .md wa Eider to 00 
purple, A■ thou didst coiiinsefltie In team to ah, and. 

1 JW lUvtt, |t 
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to cmwI tottotagly on al] fours, thou wasi ever 
falling flat on thy face or on thy back* A* ihrsu didst grtnv ILT^ 
up in years and cmtldst move thy steps firmly, thou didst tf&snme 
begin to run and sport thoughtlessly and rashly all round :llitdrHi 
the rooms* the terrace, and bridging planks oi travel ling boat 
or floating house, imd at limes thou didst full Into the 
stream., creek, or pond among the floating ^afar-weed*, to 
the utter dismay of those to whom thy existence was most 
dear. O gcnUc iurnn, cornc into thy corporeal abode ; do 
1101 delay this auspicious rile. Thou art now full 'grown and 
dost form everybody's ddigbt and admiration, LcL ah the 
liny parties of k-as that Imve ftlfcri on laud of water 
alembic and mice permanent abode In this darling Utile 
didd. Let tlffim all hurry to tile dtc of ihU Auspieipu^ 
ceremony and admire the magnificent preparations made lor 
them In ihb hall." The brocaded doth from the pagoda, 
under which lurks, the caplin* spirit. k isuw rolled up tightly 
and handed to the child* who is tdd to cht-p ii firmly to 
hii brea-: and not iei the Jkmn escaj^. Further, the child 
drinks the milk nf the eno>iiuts which had been offered to 
Ihe spirit, and by thus absorbing the frod of the htfiin 
cn'iurei the presence of that precious spirit in hk body. A 
tnape cord is tied round his wriht to keep off the wicked 
spirit a who would hire the Izuvft artyay from home : and for 
shrcc nights hr sleeps with the embroidered doth from the 
Ittgoda fast clasped in his amii 1 
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But even when the hair and naib have bora safdy COL 
there remains the difficulty of disposing of them, for their 
owner believe himself liable to puffer from any harm that 
may befall them. The notion that a man may be ^ t \^ 
bewitched by means of the dippings of his hair, the paring f^* fc ^ r 1P 
of his nails, or any other severed portion of hk per-on ift ih* e^mir 
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uiihvr almost world-wide, 1 and interned by evidence Too ample; 

too familiar, acid loo tedious in it* uniformity to l)c here 

^irrrs afiEily^d at length. The ge»c«d idea on which tho 

STiar -1 superstition resh> is that of tire sympathetic connexion 

pmotii. supposed to persist between a person and everything that 
hm once been part of hi* body or in any way closely rdftted 
to him-. A very few examples must suffice. They belong 
to that branch of sympathetic magic which may be called 
conlagioui, 1 Thus, when tbe Cliiloie Indian a, i n tin hi ting the 
wild, deeply Indented coasts and dark ram-beaten forests 
■ f southern t huh get possession of the hair of an enemy, 
they drop it from a high tree or tic It to a piece of 
seaweed ami fling it into the fHirf; for they think that the 
sbijck of the fall* or the blmu of the wave- as die tress b 
tossed to avid fro on the halving billowy will be transmitted 
through the liair to thr perron from whose head it was cut 1 
Dread of we arc told, formed one of the most aaHcru 

diaracteristks of the Marqueiafi (dander* in the: old day* 
The smceneT took some of the hair, spilth* or other bodily 
refuse of the mao he wished to injure,, wrapped it up ill a leaf* 
and placed the packet in ri hag woven of threads or fibred 
which were knottr-d in an intricate way. The whole was then 
buried with certain rites, and thereupon the victim wasted uvay 
of a languishing sickness which I listed twenty days, Hi^ life, 
however, might be saved by discovering and digging up the 
burled hair, spittle, or whai not ; fur as soon as this wils 
done the power of the charm ceased, 4 A Marquesas chief 
told Lieutenant Gamble that he was extremely ill, the 
Ilappuh tribe having stolen a lock of hh hair and buried it 
in a plftnEain leaf for the purpose of taking Ins life 
Lieutenant Gamble argued with him, but in vain ; die he 
must Linicsj the hair and the plantain leaf were brought back 
to hkn ; and to obtain them he had offered the Happnhs the 
greater part of his property. He complained of excessive 
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pain in the head, breast, and sides, 1 A Maori sorcerer Bdkf ih* 
in tent cm bewitching somebody sought to get a teens J^ 11 ^ 
of hb victim’s hair, the parings of his nails, some of hbSurW 
spittle, or n shred of his giuttusm. Having obtained the 
object, whatever it was, he chanted certain spells and curses thdf Mr 
over it in a Hdsetto voice and buried it in the ground* As 
the thing decayed, the [ler-scm to whom J( had be lodged was 
supposed to waste away, 1 Again, an Australian girl, sick of 
a fever, laid the blame of her illness on a young tmn who 
hml come behind her and cut oil a Jock of her hair ; die waa 
itire he bajj buried it and tliat it wa* rotting, M Her hah*" 
ihc *ajd T h was rolling so me where, and her Nurnf-iw-fa 
(kidney fat) wm wasting a way* and when her hair had 
Dunplelciy rotted, she would dUr/ p 1 When an Australian 
btavkfdbw whiles to get rid of hb w ife, he cuts off a lock of 
her hair in her sleep, ties it t hh spear-thrower* and goes with 
it to .v neighbouring tribe, where he gives it to a friend. His 
friend sticks the spear-thrower tip every night before the 
camp fire, and when it falls down it u a ?i(;n shat the wife 
U deuiL 1 The way in which the charm operate* was 
explained to Dr. Howitt by a Wtrujuri man. "You see** 
he iald, ifc wbcn a bbckfclbw dr ■ tor get* hold of something 
belonging to u man and roasts it with things, and ring* over 
it* the fire cate hr s hold of the smell of the man, and that 
the poor fellow/* A slightly different form of the 
chftmi as practised in Australia is to fasten the enemy's hair 
with wax to the pinion bone of a hawk, and sc i the bone in 
a itmiti circle of fire. According as the sorcerer desires the 
deatli or only the sickness of his victim Ue leaves: the bone 
in the midst of the fire or removes it and lays It in the watt. 

When lie thinks he lion done hts enemy enough harm, he 
places the hone in water* which cuds the enchantment/ 
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udHiku Lucian cfcacrfb^ how i Syrian witch proved to bring back 
^ tL 21 f^ltlileaa lover to his forsake?! fiiir one hy means nt a lock 
bcvEgcii~>: of tils haSr f his shoes, his gjuTrumte, or somethin^ i_ d that 
SOUL She hung the hair, or whatever it was t on a peg and 
t&fiir tv**, fumigated ii with brimstone, sprinkling salt cm the fire and 
mentioning the names of the lover and hh lass. Tlten she 
drew a magic wheel tmm her bosom and set it spinning* 
while she gabbled a spell full of barbarous and fearsome 
word*. Titts soon brought Lhc failse iover buck to the feet of 
hU cliarmcn* A pu Leins tel I s how an amorous Thessalian witch 
wawwl [0 win LEie mTcelions of n handsome Boeotian yotiih hv 
similar mean*. darkness fell die mounted the roof- and 
there F surrounded by a LicUish array of dead men's bon£g, she 
knotted the severed tresses of auburn hair and thrciv them on 
the glow i ng emt tr rs of pi perfumed ft i Ch BuL her cu nn i ng hand ■ 
maid h.sd outwitted her; the hasr was only goat’s hair; and 
a]] tier enchantment* ended in dismal and ludicrous failure. 1 

The HuruLs of the Carpathian 1 * Imagine that if mice get 
*■ person's shorn hair and make a nest Of il f the person will 
*i_i * ^ulTcr from headache jr -rven became Idiotic , 1 Similarly its 
Germany it s& a common notion that if birds hud a person's 
cut hair, and build their wish it, the person wjJJ -mAer 
from headache ; 1 sometimes ft b thought that he will have 
an eruption on the head 1 The same supers! ftkm prevails, 
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rtf used l{j prevail, In West Sussex. -1 kitew how It would 
Ik,' exclaimed a maidservant one day, "when f saw that 
bird fly off with a bit of my hair in tta beak that blew out 
of she window this morning when I was dressing; I knew I 
should hare n dapping headache, and so i have."* In like 
man net the Scottish Highlanders believe that if cut or loose 
hair is 1,liowed to blow away with else wind and ft pas>es 
over an empty uts:, r a bird lakes it to is neat, the lieutl 
f toin which it came will ,ndie- J The Todas of join hem India 
hide their dipped hair in bushes or liolluwa in the rocks, fn 
order that it may rot be found by Crows, uud they bury the 
parings of their nails lest they should be eaten hy hnffi.lry^ 
with whom, it is bdieved, they would duiigrw . 1 

Again it is thought that cut or com bed-out hair may ..** 

disturb Lite weather by producing min and h.iil, thunder and ™JJ ^ 
lightning. We have seen that ill New Zealand a spell wuh 
uttered at hair-cutting to avert thunder and lightning, Ip tjic 
Tyrol, witches arc supposed to use cut or torn bed-ant hair to ° 
make bail stones or thumferstorma with,* TbUnkeet Indians 
have been known to attribute stormy weather to the rash 
act of a ^trl who fmd combed her hair outside of Lite house . 1 
The Romans <eni to have held similar views, for if was a 
maxim with them that no one on shipboard should cut his 
hair or mills except in a storm,* that is, when the mischief 
was already done. In the Highlands ol Scotland it 1 * said 
that no sister should comb her hair at night if -he have a 
brother At sea.* In West Africa, when Uie Man! of Chi lorn Ik 
or Jumbo died, the people used to run in crowds to the 
cori«o and tear out ids hair, teeth, and nails, which they 
kept as a rain -chin m, believing that otherwise no rain would 
lati. "the Mukoko of the Adiikos bcjfged the initduiniwi 
to give him half their bard, us rain-charm 1 When 
lJu Chaillu had his hair Cut oniony the Alllira of West 
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mtfml Africa, the people scuffled and (might for the dipping* oi 
his hair, even the aged king himself taking part in the 
scfEiamagiL livery orte who succeeded in getting some 
of the hairs wrapped them up carefully and wont off in 
triumph. When the traveller, who was regarded as a spirit 
by these simple-minded folic, asked the king what use the 
cuppings could be lo him, hfo sable majesty replied, 0 Oh, 
spirit) ihtsR lurira are very precIotM; we shall make mMrfdi 
(fetiches) of ilmrn, anil they will bring other white men In 
tis and bring us great good luck and ridies. Since ymi 
h.ivt* come to us. ah spirit 1 we have wished (o have mme 
of you? liair, but did not dare to ask for It. not knowing 
that it could be cut ." 1 The Whbondd of extern Africa 
preserve the hair and nails of their dead chiefs and 
me them both for the making of rain and the healing 
of the sick , 1 The hair, heard, and nilK of their deceased 
chiefs are the mo^t sacred |Wjki^HQO, the most precious 
treasure of the Barony of south-eastern Africa- Pre¬ 
served in pellets of cownjung wrapt round wifh leathern 
thongs they are kept in a special hut tmdcf the charge 
of a high priest, who offers sacrifices and prayers at 
certain seasons, and has to observe strict continence for a 
month before he handles these holy relics in the offices of 
religion* A Terrible drought was once the result of this 
palladium biting Into the hands of the enemy . 1 !n fooiu 
Victorian tribes the sorcerer used to bum human hair Ero 
time of drought; it was never burned at other times for fear 
of causing a deluge of rain. Also wlicn the rivet was low, 
the sorcerer would place human hair In The stream TO 
increase I he =tipply of wuief * 1 

Cm i:jir If cut liidr and naiU renin in in aympaihctk cmtdexiOO 

JJJJ 1 with tire person from wlio^e body they have hern severe d f 

sn^Ib it h clear that they can be uW <i.:» hostages for his good 

behaviour by any om who may citanoc to jn*se^ them ; 
f iJf on tbe principles of eontujrious magic he has only in 

1 P ft -iw CMUit, .V*^AnUw*f * A. Lti A* A**fm 

-ini (jT at!Jtvr im ,4/nilt chilli, JSt$ iCKX 

(tjL*xW, lib Ik *j* *?. 1 w - Si i iM t to , -ojii ei>« Atari- 

1 Op BumuHHf CTfsv/^fu w#mT Bing of V iaraiy " tf f&r 

Him .Vk'ikr^lB^r llUiLm, 1 £t*w*bfi{ji St\ i*ij §f /W^t, 

fL 14T. L fito&O fL 



*71 


v DISPOSAL OF CO T HATS' A V/> ,VAf£S 

4 

Engine thr 1= llf 4ir in <in)^r t■ ^ hmt HiimilratitfMiEjv 

Uteir 'jpgrttal owner- KenL.; when *ht.- N^mii bit mkvn 
n pri.HonLT they Ith hear! and keep the ?hnrn hair as 

a iurciy that he will not attempt to escape; but when the 
captive; k ran funned, they met Sim hi: ihurn hnir with: him 
to hi* vwn people. 1 For a timlliif reason, peril aps* when the 
naha fc ati Aral? trit>e Mpab^ have takeu a prisoner whom 
they do no 1 wk|i \o put tn deaths t hey ihavn one comer of 
^’ K head above hta temples and let him ga So* toft. an 
A mb of Miiab whe* pardons a irmnJcTcr will so melt tiles 
p -iil tiff the man * hiiif mid -have hi* chin before releasing 
hitii Again, when two Mdabhc Arabs had got hold ul a 
Lraimr who had rtTvealed fchejr pi mi of ram|aii^ii to the 
enemy. They contented ihrm^ivea with ihaving cotnpleltdi 
uiie lide of hi5 htur! and hfo moustache on the other. 
*ri?r which they m* him at liberty, 1 We can now, pertutp*. 
lindtmtun i why Hamm King of Ammon shaved off onc- 
li.ilf of the beunJj of King Duvitfa me£sengm and cut 
off liali Tht:ir garmenti before he sent :hetn Wl: to thrEj 
mast i Mb tnimtEnn, we may cmijrciure* wan not simply 
:o P wt 11 aifrant on llie envoys. He djatiuuled Lhc 

ambttiou, delicti* of (ting David end ivkhcd to have pfotne 
guarantee of the znnrntcmucc of peace and friendly rdatmtuf 
twrtwyicn tlir two COtJrttries Thai guarantee he may have 
ImagiTicd Thai her possessed in half of the bemda and 
garment j of iht amlo^nidori; arid if that was to. we tuny 
s^|spo»e that when the indignant David set the army .«V 
itfraei in motiuri against Ammon. trod the fordi of JonJjtn 
were alive with the pOs«|gc of his troops, the whan!’ of 
A mm on were y in the strong keep of Rabbali iniilieiing 

tlittr wi ird «petU and performing their qualm tmchnutnumti 
over the ihnm hair and levered -kim in order in ijispd the 
diiindctcStaid of war that wai gathering Mack about their 
country Vain hope*! Tfie city fait and ft™ rhe gate* 
the *aii inhabitant * trooped forth in thmjramls to- be laid 
in long Tine* cn the ground and awed Wjumicr or ripped 
up with hairaum or to walk into the icd ^tow of the 
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burning brick kilns.' Again, the paring of nails way serve 
tTie Spifiir puriJone i- the clippings of lta.hr t they too may 
Ik treated an ludl far the good behaviour of the persona 
from wluav. finger?* they have been cut It ia apparently 
, w |hi> principle that when tin? Ha-vita «»r the Congo 
wlky cement 4 peace, the chief' of the two tribes* meet 
anri c.it .. cake which contains dome «f their uafl-partngs 
as a pledge of the maimi-TiaiHX of the treaty. They believe 
ih.it hevrhr, hreiks an engagement coulmcietl in this solemn 
manner will d(t* Each of the high coniractitiu partks has 
in fact given hoslftgea U» fortune in the shape of the nair- 
parings which are lodge! in the other man's stomach. 

Cu; suit To preserve the eu: hair ami noils from injury’ ami from 

"H ; 1 £’■’ the dangerous uses to which they may be put by sorcerers, 
i*ctUi* i it la necessary to deposit them in some safe puce, Hence 
j.w the natives of the Maldives carefully keep the suiting* of 
»«h*r their hair and nails and bury them, with 1 little water, tn 
the cemeteries; "for they wmild not for the world Ucad 
truer »> u(»on ihcto nor cast them in the fire, fur they -,-y that ihr-y 
ij^T'i^L, arc jiart oi their body, and demand burial u it dots; and. 

. . indeed, they fold them neatly in cotton; atirl tn”St ■>! them 

like to be shaved at the galea of temples niid tTUWJuei '* 1 
In New Zealand the severed hair was deposited cm some 
sacred spot of ground * to protect it From being touched 
accidentally or deaifintdly by nny one** The shorn lock* 
tif a chief were g ul lie red with much enrc and placed in an 
adjoining cemetery . 1 The Tahitians buried the cuttings of 
thciT hail' at the temples,* 111 the Street* af Soku, West 
Africa, a modern traveller observed cairns of large stone* 
piled against wall* with tulLs of human hair inserted in the 
crevices, On iviking the meaning of this, hr: wan told that 
when any unlive of Lhc place j<itled hi? Iiiir tit careluliy 
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nutliured up the clipping mil deposited ilirm in tmc of th«e 
tiiimii, nil of which were 'tiered to the fetish and therefore 
inviolable. These cnirru of sacred stones, be further learned, 
were simply a precmjtfcm against wiichcraft, fur IF a mmi 
were not thus careful in disusing of his hair, vume of it 
might fail into the hands of his enemies, who would, hy 
means of it, be able to cant spells nva him inj m. cufflpin 
his destruction . 1 When the top-knot of u Siamese child has 
been cut with great ceremony, the shorL hair* are pot into 
a little vcisl mad*: of pluriinln leave; and ■...-' adrift un the 
nearest river or canal. As they dual away, ail that was 
wrong or harmful in flic child' disposition is leilcied to 
deport with them. Tht long Lm>> ate kept till the child 
makes u pilgrimage i>> Uio holy Footprint of (tuddha on the 
saeicd tiill at Ptiib.it. They ate Uu-r presented the 
Priests, who sire supposed to irnke them into brushes with 
which they weep Hie Footprint , but in Tact so much hail 
Is thus offered every year tlij.: the priest! cumuit uw it all, 
so they quietly burn the ui|*'r flinty a* soon Aa ihe pilgrims* 
bucii * cue turned . 7 The cut hair and ii.iils of ij; r Fla me u ^ 

Diaii* were buried under a Judty tree,* The shorn treses 
of the Vestal virgin* were hung on ait ancient lotus-tree.*mu>r 
In Morocco wotrihn often hang tfirir cut lair on a free that “ 
E»w» on or near the grave of a wonder-working saint; fur-i^ vr«s 
they think thus tu rid themselves of headache or to guard 
against it." In Germany the clippings of hair used often to 
be buried under mi eider-bush.* In Oldenburg cut hair and 
tuiia me winpl in a cloth which ii deposited in .1 hole in an 
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- k i ..idpf-tfce three diw he fort the new mrwn ; the hole i> lhn« 
^12* luggCil Ui> .‘ In the Weil of Norilintnbcriand it i* 

2£7 S»t if tht «'»l l^ins- ol a child's nail'i 

<*.*» ashfree, the child will turn out & fine ranger. In Am boy i a, 

rrr-n tr h * tna „ ty-ie tlFOpip ftiJ the fit -I 1itnC|InC 

il«™ut-i before a ctulu mat sdl h« t i . . , . . ■ 

toher cuts off » lock of the .(Hants Hair, which h-. bun* 
tHUfi,1n " under a sago-palm- 1 lit the An* Island* when a child i* 
a bte to Z* .lone, a female relation -.hears a loch <rt <> 
hair and deposits it nn a bammirtrec.* Jr. the .s.and o) 
Kotti it is thoughi that the first four which a cJul E’- 1 * 1 '’ 
not bh own, and that, if it k not cut off. it *« make turn 
weak and ill Hence, when the child 1- about a month old, 
hf 3 hair « polled with much ceremony- As each of the 
friends who are invited to the ceremony enter, the house he 
goes up to the child snip off a little of it, hair and drops H 
Lo a coconut shell full of water. Afterwords the fn her 
or another relation takes fhc hair and packs d into a li d 
b*g made of Icova, which he to tens to the top of a palm- 
tree- Then he gives the haves of the palm a shaking, 
climbs down, and goes home without rpaking to any one 
Indium of the Yukon territory, Alaska, do not throw away 
their cut foiir and nails, but tie them up in little bundles 
4 ,,d itlaee them in the crotches of <re« or wherever they are 
not likely to be disturbed by beast? I’V " they luve a 
W |«r«itlon that disease will follow the disturbance ol such 

remaim by animal*-**' 

Often llw dipped hidr and nails nre -towed away ui an, 

secret plate, not necessarily in a temple urcemttery or nt 
a trtf, ns in the eases already mentioned. Hm- m 
«r« you me recommended to deposit yo«r dipped hair in jniue 
S^n spot where ndlhcrwn aormoou can dune on h,tn rumple 
Iw*- in the ettrih ur under a rlonc.' In Uan*ig it is buried i 
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bag Under the threshold 1 In UgS* flue of tticr Solomon 
Inland^ nioi hury their hair lest it shoutd full into ibv bands 
of ini enemy who would make magic with it and so bring 
sickness or chI amity on ihern,* The msmt fear seems to be 
^■noral in MeJmeg lx and has led to u regular practice of 
hiding cut hair and route.* In Fijf, the shorn hair b concealed 
in the thatch of the Jmusc T fc Most Burmese: and Slums tie 
the combing of their huirnnd the [Strings uf their nails to a 
stone and nink them in deep water or busy Llicm in the 
ground* The Zend-Avesta direels that the clippings of hair 
and the paring* of Haifa “fhall be pliteed in sfcparute I idles, 
and that three. 3 Ex, or nine furrows tahAtt be drawn round 
each hole with o mend knife* In the Grtbya-S 4 tra 5 it fa 
provided that the hair cut from a child's head at the end of 
the firsg, third, fifth* or seventh year ahull he buried in the 
earth at a place covered wiLh gnisa or In the ueiyhbniirhijod 
of water/ At Lhc end of the period of lib 4ttn]cni=.h]p a 
Brahman has his hair shaved and his naHa cu; , and u person 
who is kindly disposed to hho g a riser'; Jhc <1 horn bah and 
the clipped nails, puls them in a lump of buT* dung, and 
buthta them In a. eg w-* Lib I c or near ..n .■ tree or in 

a dump of iLuhhn grass, with the words. " 'Ulus I hide the 
aim. of So arid -o, 1 ’ J The Mad I or Mo* a tribe of central 
Africa bury tbr parings of tbek nails In the grouruL* In 
Uganda grown people throw away the dippings of their 
hair, but carefully bury the paring* of didr unite 1 * The A-lur 
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ate careful !o Collect and bury both ihttr hair and nftib in 
safe jjUicc ^- 1 Tin; saiui! p me Eke i re vails Jinrofijj many tribes 
oF South Africa* from a fear lest wigtimllstuftiLd £ct hn'ld o! 
(be severed jiaj'tliulc* and work evil with them/ The ( arTne? 
carry ’’till im t her Fill- dread of allowing any portion of t|u:ci - 
seJvi> 1.0 fall into Uie hands of ah enemy ; fat nol CwlJ)' tJtj 
IIIcy bury their tut hair and nulls in ft secret >pot* but wiien 
one &f ihem derau the head of blotter he preserve* the 
vemiin which he catches, N carefully delivering them to the 
[lernin to whom they originally appcrttrificd, vtippbsfqg, ac¬ 
cord mg to their them y, that m they derived their support 
from the bleed of the man from whom they were taken, 
rinnild they be hilled by another, tlw hU> >1 of Ills iLcigbbom 
would be In hifc pta^csifan, thus placing; in his hinds the 
power of sutne superhuman influence.”* Atnongnt the 
Wartyoro of central Africa all cuttings of the liair and xiniU 
are carefully stored under rise Led and afterwards strewed 
about among the ttU gfaa * 1 Similarly the Wahuko of 
central Africa take pain * to collect their cut hair and nails 
and scatter them in the forest** The A*i. a brunch of the 
Masai, hide the clippings of their hair and the raring of 
their naib or throw them away far from the kr.mi', lent a 
sorcerer should get hold of them and make their erlgitaftl 
owners ill by hb magic." In North Guinea the paring ol 1 rite 
Unger-ilaib and ihe shorn locks of the head are rcmpulousiy 
concealed, lest they be convened into u charm for the 
destruction of the person to whom they bdung/ For 
the same reason I he dipped hair a fid trail paring? of 
chief* In Southern Nigeria arc secretly buried,* Among 
Lbe Thompson Indians of British Columbia loose hair was 
buried, hidden* tir thrown into the water, because, if an 
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sncmy got hold cd it, lie might bewilch the owner . 1 In 
! 5 t.Ln n ; Matigondo, a dlitml of western Celebes. the first 
hair cut from 4 child's head is kept in a young enm-um, 
which is commonly hung on the front of the liotiKi under 
tiie ftxjf.* To spit upon tin: hair before throwing it away is 
thought In some part# of Europe to be a sufficitint safeguard 
against it* use by witched' SpJtEtn^ as ft protective charm 
is well known ,' 1 

Sometime the wvcn J Imfr and nails are preserved, not c* i«* 
to jwvent them From falling Into the hands ol a magician, ■, cp, 
hut that the owner may have them at Hie resurrection of the £^>» 
body, to which some races look forward- Thus the Incas 
of Peru "took extretnt eurr u> pit-crvc die nail-paring* and 
the hhirs that »rere shorn tiff or tom out with a comb; 
plating them in holes or flfehe* ill the «knll»; and if they felt 
out, any other Indian that aw them picked them up and 
put them In their places again. 1 very often asked different 
Indians, at various times., why lltcy did this. In order to sec 
what they would ay,and they *11 replied In the same words 
saying, * Know that al 1 persons who are bom must return to 
IIic ‘ (they have no Word to esptfcs# resuscitation), 1 nrul the 
souls must rise out of 'heir tombs with all that belonged to 
fheir twdirrT Wc, therefore, in order ihai wc may nut have 
to search for onr hair and nails at * time when there will be 
much hurry and confusion, plate them hi one plate, lb.it 
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,;.,iihcy may be brought together mute vonveiiicntty, and, 
*naimii» H'bcntvrf n is possible, we ore also careful ,f| spit hi mie 
11^ place.*" In Chili this custom pi sttiffiftc Hie sbwn bait 
into holes in the wall is still oteCmttl.it tidOg thought the 
height Of imprudence to throw the hair aw»y.* Similarly 
ijir- Turks never throw away the parings of Hi eh ttaiU. hut 
cartful) v stow them in emeb of the walls or of the board*, 
in the teller that they will be needed at the resurrection 
The Armenians do not throw away their cut hair am! nisi’s 
and extracted teeth, hut hide them in places that a« 
esteemed holy; shell as a crack in the church wait, n pilliu 
of the hniuu. or ft hollow tree. Tltey think that all these 
severed portions of themselves will be wanted at the nrsur- 
rvcthtn, and thnt lie who has not stowed them away in a 
wife place will liuve lo hunt about for them on the great 
tLiy. 1 With I be iamc intention the Macedonians bury the 
parings of their nail? In a hole,* and devout Moslems in 
Morocco hide them in a secret plate.* Similarly the 
Aiate of Mnab Urstnw the parings of their nails in ihe crannies 
of walls, whirr.- they arc Mingumc enmtgh lo upcct 10 find 
them when they a|rj >c.Hr before Uieli Mikerl Some of the 
EftkfflUnrr keep the paring* of their finger and toe lulls 
In their bo^r-tn, in ■ rdcr to haw them al hand when they 
nn? asked for them al the day of judgment-' In a like 
spirit peasant* of the Vovges will sometime* bury their 
extracted teeth -easily, marking the spot well so that they 
ni.iy be flhk to wall; straight to ft on the resurtwtfcn day. 
fn the village erf Drumcemroth* near Abbey lei x, in Ireland, 
there used to be -nnir old women who. having ascertained 
from Scripture that tbs hairs of tbeir htadi were all 
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ETUinbeitil liy the A1 j i l Eght y, c x pec \ ed to have to nee* uint 
Ebr them ist H.r iky of judgment. In Ofckr io be able ie 
do 50 Uity ?itufTctj t f11■ .evcrtul Imtr Away in the dmich of 
plir^if com^o 1, ]|J Abyssim.t men also have had their 
haJitLi or Jetit cui off tire careful to dry tins flavored limbs 
<^vet a Hie aiul pr-'_ i -i rvc iliem In butter for the ^ urpose of 
being buried with them let the grave. Thud they expect to 
get up uiUi ah their limbs complete ill the. gene rut rising 1 * 1 
The palm tfltowi by ihe Chinn** to preserve corpses entile 
,iiid ftt*? from decay ^cJiins to rest on a Hi in belief in the 
ftaufrecikiji of the dead ; Iimce it 9s nntttral to fititl their 
endefi! tboka laying down a rule ife.it the hair* imib P and 
teeth which have Gillen out during (ffc ahoutd be buried willi 
the d=ad in the coffin, of it least Id tbo grave. 5 Tile Tors 
of central Africa object to cm any dm dseV nhih* for 
sbudrt the pari cut off be lost and not delivered ink* its 
earner^ h.uidu, it will have to be fraude up to him somehow 
or otbi’f After dc.1tk The paring • ate burk'd in she ground/ 

Some i nplc biiiu Uielt loose Stair to *uvr h from falling < 1 ^ b*fer 
(m© the hand* of *otttrof&, TM* U doae by the Pataganiiithi 
and some of thr Vtcforiim tribe * 1 In die Upper Vosges -r™i 
they say that you ±liouM never leave the clippings of your 
bait und nails lying about, hut turn* them to hjtt&tr the 
sorcerers frntn using them again «l yuu" For the 
rriis’ni Italian women di her bum thdr 3 ou*c I mire or throw 
them int a place where no one in likely to Ji.uk fur them . 1 
The almost urn verbal dirmd of.witchcraft inducts the West 
African negnies, the Makololn of South Africa, and thn 
Tahitbuti to burn or bury their shorn hair , 1 For the 
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same reason the natives of Uap. nor of the Cmulifir 
islands. child bum or throw into ihe the dipping* 
nj ihrir hair iind the paring- ot limit Mail ? 1 - 1 Oik of the 
pygmies who inrun through the gloomy depths of the tiiit 
central African forests ha* been seen to coiled carefully sh? 
clippings of hi,< hair in n packet of ItanatiA (raves anti beep 
them til) nest morning, when, the camp breaking up lor the 
day’s march, lie threw them into the hot ashes of tit* aban¬ 
doned tire 5 Australian aborigines of the Proserpine Hivcf, 
in Queensland, bum a woman's cut hair to prevent it from 
getting into a man’s bag; for if it did, rhr woman would 
r.,11 111/ W!:r;; an Bnglbli rjfnrcr had cut oif a lock H' hair 

of a Fueyian woman, the men of her party were angry, and 
one of ihem, taking the loch away, ilirciv half of it into the 
file and swallowed the rest. " immediately afterwards, 
placing hia hands to the fire, as tf to warm them, nnd 
looking upwards, be uttered a few words, apparently of 
invocation : then, looking at us, pointed upwards, nnd ex¬ 
claimed, with a tone and gesture of explanation. * Ptc>ttray, 
Ptihtray' After vvbich they rut off some hair from several 
of the officer* wlto were present, .md repeated a similar 
ceremony ." 1 The Thompson Indians used to bum the 
paring* of their nails, because if an enemy got possession 
of the paring* Ik- might b witch the person to whom they 
belonged.* fit the Tyrol many people burn their hair 
lest the witches should use it to raise thunderstorms; others 
bum or In try it to prevent the bird* from lining their nests 
with it. which would cause the head; from which the h«' r 
came to ache-* Cut and combed-out luiir is burned in 
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l kune run hi 4111I MmStem in Bitjrum . 1 In Nnrwaj.' tin* 
parity- of nalti .ire either burned or I tit tin* elves t . irn1 , 

<w the Finns shotlid find them and make thrm into bullets 
wherewith to shoot the Cattle.* In Corea all the clipping* 

and combing* of the hair of a whole family are carelully 
prcsirrviul throughout the year an el then framed in potsherd* 
outside the house on Liie evening of New Year* Duv At 
, uc }i *cnt;un* the Greets of Scenii. the capital, present a wewd 
spectacle. They are Tor the most part silent and deserted, 
KMTMstime* imitBed deep in snow i hut through the dusk of 
I will, hi red lights glimmer at every door, where little group* 
ft re limy ten; I in- tiny fires .ritott flickering flames east .1 
ruddy ft 1 rut gio-,' on the moving figures. The burning of 
(hr hair in tiu^ fires » thought to exclude demon;, horn 
the house for a %c u , but coupled with this belief may well 
be, or once have been, a wish lo put these relies out of rile 
reach of witches ami wfcard*-' 

This destruction of the hutr and unit* plainly involves ij™ ^ 
an inconsistency of thought fhe object of the deft melton Ull , JJh< 

is avowedly 10 Vre«mt these severed putfeH *** SKi* 

horn being used by sorcerers. ® uC P oss ’™' t Y of t1lCtf 
being iO UKed depends upon the supposed sympathetic con¬ 
nexion between llurm and the man fiom whom they were 
severed And if lids sympathetic connexion .still exists, 
clearly them severed portion* Cannot be destroyed without 

injury to the man, _ 

Hcfo:c leaving ihU subject, on which I have ^rhnp M-^, 
dwelt too lot.* it may he well to call attmumn to the mome t 

assigned ®tf dining * yomtfC t,aif ,rt km ;’ ," t££ S?^ 

island the first hair is regarded as a danger to the child, «ntf jM 
i , 9 removal is intended lo avert the danger. 11 « of |(r , w 

this may he that as a young cUU is almost tmtvcmlly „«,mu. 
supposed to U in a tabooed w dangerous Mate, it is new*' , f(Tn . .... 
sary, in removing the taboo, to remote also the separable rw«Ww* 

^ ** Ti,«*r no..* j**-« ft- *w«wr ittmiia, i»r:k * 
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PLait T^H,r py,rt3 of the child's body because they are infected* vj to 
sav. by tb r virun of in boo ^rid as sirch ah datig*:EOU* Hit-* 
iimk^ni tut ling of the child's hair would thus be exactly parallel 
*^1^ |H the destruction of the vessel* which have been uitd by a 
tabooed p&r&urii* This view is borne out by a practice, 
™l"hw- observed by some Australians* of burning nff part ni * 
w 3 n*i* wotnftn's hi!if after childbirth as wdl aa burning every ves*d 
which has been used by her during her Mission,* i lerc 
the burning of the woman's hair seem* plainly intended to 
jerve the mxm purpose aa the burning of the yeprfl u^ed by 
her ; nrid l^s LLlc vessels are burned because xhry are believed 
to be tainted with a dangerous liifectfcm, so, we must suppose, 
ia filao the hair. Similarly among the TwUufca of central 
Africa, a woman b secluded for fourteen days fl.frnr the 
birth of her child, and at the end of her sc illusion her hair is 
ihaved off and burnt.* Again. have seen that girls at 
ptrberty ate strongly infected with taboo; hence il is ntK 
surprising to find that the Ticunas or Brazil ItM out all ihs 
hair of gfrb at that period* Once more,the father of twins 
in Uganda h tu-buned for some tEnie after the birth of tin: 
children, and during that time bs may not dfo±s hh bair nor 
cut his linger nail* This stale of ub<w la«s until Urn next 
war bne-iks out* When live army is under nnlrrs to march* 
the fat her of twins luia the whole of hi^ body flit lived and Ids 
nulls cut. The shorn hair and ilir ciie nails arc then tied 
up in a ball, which the man takes with him eo the war, 
together with the bark doth he wore at live ceremonial 
daiKQs after the both of the twfatt, Wlnjm he has killed a 
foe,, be crams the ball into the dead man's mouth, ties the 
bark cloth round the neck of the corpse, and leaves them thete 
qn the battlefield * 1 The ceremony appears to be intended 
to lid ihc mao of the taint of itiboo which may l>c sap|>oved 
to adhere to hi* hair, nail*, and the garment he 
Hence we cun understand ih; L importance attached by many 
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iwrotites lo die first cuttirtK of a dnUri hAlr kind the elaborate H~i- 

* ■ 1 s „ _ |Lm u |j 

ccremoviieJ hy which die djjeratiosi fe acc0mp.un id. - A gaiill h (r 
nt c*n undcf^tanJ why u mat* should pailf hii lurid i* Mxk*^ 
after a journey.- For *t liim* seen lh..l a traveller ia 
m!'scm IjcU'-'.-td Lu u- .tttract j danger® in infection From l '. 1 i fr '*. i 
stranger*, ami thnl, therefore, ut !.■• n/iim. iiamc he L* .I'-Tf.!.- 
obliged to vubirtit to Various purificatory ceremonies before 
he is allowed lo mingle freely with. hi* own [jeoplc . 1 On 
my by put href* the polling of tin; Itafr is simply one of 
rhese purificatory or disinfectant ceremonies. Certainty 
this explanation appllc* to the custom as piaeti'.. J by the 
[f.i-htj.uui-, for w!‘ am expre&dy tnlil that " they dcanse of 
purify ihcmtolur* after jimmcyr by sliaving their heads, etc., 
let they slioiiiil have contracted freuu stranger* some evil 
by v- lichen tt nr sorcery" * Tire cutting of the iudr after a 
vow may lisve die amc meaning- U is s way of ridding 
the man of what has been infected by tire danger®!!* state, 
wlteiirer we caii it taboo. sanctify, or unde unties* (for all 
these «te only different expressions for the same primitive 
com -pi ion j. under which he lalummi during the eo min mu tot 
of tire vow. Stilt more dearly doa» the meaning of the JWt,i 
practice come out in the case of mounters, who cut their 
hair and nails and use new vessels when the period of their in*.» .rfil,. 
mourning h at an end. This was dune In wideitl indli, 
□bviutiBiy for tire purpose of purifying such from tire 

dangerous influence of death and the ghost to uhlch fot 4 
time they had been exposed.* Among the ilrnlov am! 

Lihimals W Assam, when a deith ha.* occurred, lire family of 
dm deceased is reckoned Unclean for thn-= days. Al the end 
of that time they bathe, shave, and are sprinkled with holy 
water, after which they hold the ftmeml fr-isl-* Here tire sc! 
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Hkiit rtf Ilf -havin'* must Clearly be regarded as a pnrificsitoty fit*, liU 
inwrran tntbiui' .uid sprinkling with holy water. At Hiefapoil* 
no matt mfebl «yiWf the great temple of Astartc on the ame 
.! ;i y on which I* had seen a corpse j next day he might 
,UlrtT, provided lie had first purified himself. Hut the trireme* 
fl f ( hr deceased were not allowed to set foot in the sanctuaiy 
for thirty days after the death, and trtfim doing so they had 
to shave their beads. 1 At Agweh, on the Stave Cflasl of 
West Africa, widows and widower at the end oi their 
iKirtoil of mourning wash them reiver, shave their heads, pare 
their nails, and put on new cloths; and the old cloths, 
the shorn hair, and the nail-paring* are .ill burnt. The 
Karans of Borneo ire not allowed ait their h;ttr or shiivr 
their temples during the period of mounting; hut as soon 
as the mourning is ended by the ceremony or bringing !*»** 
a newly severed human Ue.itl, the bsiters knife i’ kept > isy 
enough. As uadi man leave* the blttW* bauds, he gathers 
up the shorn locks and spilling on tli-tn murmurs a prayer 
to the evil spirits not to harm him. He then blow; the 
Itair out of die verandah oi the house.* Among the 
Waum^a of Kast Africa mourner shear their halt tuulet a 
fruit-bearing banana-1 roc and lay their diom lock* at the. 
foot of the tret When the fruit oi the tree i* ripe, they 
brew b«r with it and invite all the mourners t - pa: Lake oi 
It . laving, “ Come and drink the beer of those hair-kiiiaiinsA 41 
The tribes of British Central Africa destroy the house in 
which * man lwr- died, and on the day when this is done the 
mourners have their heads shaved and bury the shf-m hair on 
the site of die house ; the fttong* burn it in a new fire made 
by the rubbing of two dicks.* When an Akiknyu w oman has, 
in accordance with custom, exposed her misshapen or pre¬ 
maturely txxn titfrint in the wood for the hyaenas ro devour, 
hor rrttitrn bv an old woman and given ,■ 
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f msposA/ of cur mar Ajm jftms m 

Simitar]} 1 fri some Hindoo places of an the 

I’mnk^ of rivers inch who hive committed j.-rr.Li crimes or 
are troubled hy imeJLsy eonjideriL-wi have every hair d laved 
off by pfofeisfmraJ bar be before they plunge lulu the sieved 
stream, from which Pl they enofit^ge. new criMUues., with M fhc 
accumulated guilt of u long ]\k eflVkcJ 111 The matffcfdc 
Orc'tfiS is mi id in have pollr-l I.-, 3sair after ippccirEng the 
angry Furies of life murdered cnoLbcr* 4 


§ 9, Spiffs* 

The fkuuc fear of wisdieraft which ha* led *0 tunny 
people to hide or destroy their I osc itair and iudh hiu 
hid need other or Lbr yme people Lo Lieat their spit tie In a k* 
like fa hion, For on she principle of sympathetic m*&k 
the spIlLlc im part of the malt, and whatever h done to Si will 
have a craT^ponding effect on Mm. A Cbiklr Indian* who 
hi-* gathered Up the *pitlk of .m enemy, will put is h m 
lK)taio H and bang the potato In the smoke, uttering certain 
spells aa hr does so In Lhc belltf that id* foe will uojsie away 
as the potato dries in hb>- smoke. Or he will put the sphik 
En a frog and throw the animal Into an fnacce^Lilbk, tm- 
HaiTgabk river, which wfl| nutke the vfcrim quake and fdutkfl 
wish Afjut 1 When a Cherokee sorcerer desrkt^ to destroy a 
man F he gather* up |il? yteriin p * <|iitUc ou a «tkk And pot* 

It in a joint of wild pjitiuijj, logelh.-r with «vcji earths emu 
beateji to a pai^e and sevcr?ii! apJlman from a tree wlifch fcu 
been tirade by lightning. He then goa into the forest, 
<%3 a hole at the foot of a fctre which baa bam itrcr.k by 
lightning, and deprudt* fu the hole rile joint of wild juinsnip 
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wiih its contents. Further, he lays seven yellow sforte» 
>■» „ ** 1 in tbs hole, then nib in the earth, mui make; a fire ever the 
b> m=ti* ^pot to destroy all traces of hi* work If the ccfcmouy ha* 
bean properly Mirj*l out, the man whr/w spittle im? Ihtu 
been treated begins to feel ill at once. hit ‘-on] shrh * 1 U up 
g i,3111 dwindles ; and within sevrn d.iy# hr it; ? fSra^i munJ 
Irt the East Indian island of Shoo or Stauw. one of the 
Sail pi jTjoitp, I hr re arc witches who by ineaiiii of hellish 
eh linns compottmlcd from ihe roofs of plant? an change 
thuir shape and bring sickness and rnfsforttme on other folk 
These hagi also crawl under the houses, which are raised 
ahov« the ground on posh, and there gathering up the spittle 
of the inmates cause them to fall jib* If a Woljobaluk 
sufterer cannot get the hair of his foe, a shrqd^al hit 
rug, or something else that, belongs to the man, hs wilt 
witch till he sees him spit, when he will carefully pick up 
the «pittfe with & stick and UK it for the destruction of 
slit careless -piUcr,’ The natives of L'rewera, a ili'itnct in 
the north island o! New Zealand, enjoyed a high reputation 
for their skill in magic. It wad aid that they made use of 
jjeopte's -jiittle U> he witch them. Hence visitors were careful 
to conceal their spittle, lest they should furnish ibc*e wirenk 
Hr- ■ - With 4 handle for wv-rking then harm * Similarly among *>me 
Iribev of South Alb'ci no man will -pit when an enemy is 
«>u= tp.nl- dear, lest his foe -humid find the spittle and give it to a wh-ird, 
who w>>uld then mijcit with magical ingredients so as to injure 
fei'-KK the person from whom it foil Even in a man's own house 
his saliva is carefully swept away and obliterated for a similar 
reason. 1 For a like reason, no doubt, the natives of tlie 
Marianne Inlands use great precaution* lu spitting atul 
tnkc care never to exjKCtumte near somebody clsc'o biUn-c' 
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Xcgiw* **f Senegal, the llisssi^os Archipelago, and some 
of die Wed I nef id r Islands xiidi es Guadeloupe and 
Martinique, Arc aiso careful to efface their spill Sc by prey¬ 
ing it into the ground with their feet, list a sorcerer should 
use n to dr; ir hurt 1 ftatm » of Ad rob be Bay, In German 
New Guinea, wipe out their spittle for the same re.r,. -n ; 1 and a 
like dread of sorcery prevents some native*, or Germ am New 
Guinea fmm spitting on the ground in presence nf others.* 

Hie Tchfgus say that if ft mars, rinsing his teeth with eh nr- 
CraJ fn the mornings, apif* on the ma<l Und somebody eLsc 
tren Is on Ills aplLLk\ the .spitter will be IjiIiJ up with a sharp 
Attack of fever fur two ur three thy a, Hence all who wUh 
to avoid Lite aitinen! shuiild at once efface Ehelr spilUe by 
aprtTifclliii,; water on it* 

If common fcife arc thus cautious, it fe natural ihpil ft-w 
kings ami chiefs should be doubly aa In the Sandwich ^ 
IiJsntk diM* were attended by n confidential vrvarit juJ t-'*« 
bearing a ptittflbfc spittoon, and the deposit was 
fully buried every mamfog to put It out of (be readi of r^.u, - 

soieorr?/ On the Slave Coast of Africa, for the same 
reason, whenever a king or chief expectorates, the saliva jfl 
scriqmtotuly grubered up and hlddeu or burled/ The lame 
precautions arc taken for the taiTsc Ecu,o;in with tits spill 1 c 
of the chief of TiiluiJi an Soutlurni Nigerian 5 At ISufc- 
hane, in BfUitgHmbis* a French traveller observed a captive 
cm gaged* with an sir of great fmponzmu, in vmcHng over 
with aittd all file spittfc shat fell From the Up* of a native 
dignitary ; I he nun U«t! a *tua 1 ! uttek for the purjMtot.* 
Pagr-boyt^ who carry tails of eieph.inu, Itftaten sweep up 
or cover vrflh % 4 nd ihc tpftflr of the king of Adniiitec ; § 
an attendant used Id perform a simitar mice for the king 
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oi Centro;' and a cuftmm of the -.me sort prevail* or used 
toprJSV the court of the Muflu j.nt^o in the lotmor 
of A itaoli* In Yap, one of the Caroline !th«e ‘ re 

exalted dimity compel, them to lead a very- ^ 

They may eat fruit only from plants ^ trees *!»■- > «* 
grown specially for them. When one of them „□« abroad 
the other must stay al home, for if they wnt «* «**«* 
other on the marl. -omc direful calamity would jun-iy Mlow, 
Though they may not «n°ke tobacco, they art: allowed to 
chew'o quid of betd ; but that which they expectorate 
carefully qathefcd up. carried away, and burned in a .pecial 
manner, l«t any tMpwd person 
of the spittle and do their reverences a rafcchrf Jy 1Jit ^"’ ? f 
a cur^r over it." Among the Gunycrmi, and PM** 
Brasil. when » chief spat, the p«»us dx>ut h.ni received his 
saliva on their hands,* probably in order to prevent it (mm 

being misused by magicians. 

The magical uve to which spittle may be put marks if 
out Tike Wood or nail parings, as a suitable material basis 
fot a covenant, since by exchanging their ialiva dre 
coven anting parties give each other * E uaran f o g«d 
fojlh If either of them afmrwarfs fmsw*an Idmsdf the 
oilier can punish his perfidy bj a magical treatment of the 
■primer* spiUle which he has In hi* custody. Hms when 
She Waiagg* of East Africa felt* to make n covenant, 
the two parties will sometimes ml down with a **>' 
milk ct berr between them, ami after; Uttering an mcatitabo 
over the beverage they each take n monthfu! of the milker 
brer and spit it into the other's mouth, t» urgent cases. 
When there is no time to stand on ceremony, the two vn 
simply -pit into cadi other's mouth, which seals the covenant 

just «* well' 
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A 3 might. liAvr been expected* the superstition* the Orum 
sava^ du-icf tli it. I-- ci3 ji ■ ut ills: subject of fixad ; and fie *2^3 w 
fmm &THnn tmny animate and plinth tvho]e$ome rn1 

« , n ^ ]> r rvF r 

enough In themselves* wSikh fur one reason or another ,^-u ^ 
lie Far I ties would prove dangerous or filial to the eater. 
Examples of such abstinence are loo familiar and far too 
numerous lo quote, Hut if the onJkmry wan b thus deterred 
by superstitious for from part.iking of vurioua foods, the 
tr iiitm of this kind udtieb ore laid upon sacred or tabooed 
pcr-Ft.iiSj melt as kings and priests, are still more numerous 
and stringent- We liwrc already seen that the FI a men 
I Irillii was forbid lien to cm of even name several plains 
and animals, and that the fledt diet of Egyptian kings was 
restricted h> veal and goose . 1 In antiquity many prieits 
and many kings of barbarous peoples abstained wholly 
from a Hush diet.* The Gangat or fetish priesls of the 
Lo-mgn Coast are forbidden to eat or even «e a variety 
af animats and fish, in con sequence of width their 
flesh diet is extremely I muted ; often they live only on 
berbi and roots, (hough dwy may drink fr<-.k The 

heir to the throne of l.oango ta forbidden from infancy to 
eat park ; from early childhood he 1 * interdicted the use of 
the tc/a fruit in company f at puberty lie is taught by a 
pritst not to parluke of fowls except inch as he has Mir-self 
killed and cooked ; and *> the number of tables goes on 
increasing with Ida ycun 1 In Fernando Pa the king after 
installation is forbidden lo eat r«w {arum urW/. deer, anil 
porcupine which are the ordinary foods of the people* 

The head chid" of the Matai may cal nothin- but miifc, 
honey, and ihe mastrd Hem of goals ; liar if he partook of 
any other loot! he would Inse his power of wrtisaying and 
oF comirounding charms.* The diet of the king of Ltiyoro 
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{it Central Africa was strictly KegnlfttcH by Immemorial 
ctislim* He might never eat regetnWes, but must lire m 
mills and h-rl Mutton be might am touch, it* Uxt hr 
gtc mmt hr that of young * Tllin;ihi 1101 lTl ' >rc nne ycU 

old and it mud be Spilled ami roasted before a wood ft* 
But he might not drink milk and cal beef at the same tneaU 
He drank milk thrice a slay Id die dairy-, and the milk 
was always drawn from a 4 acred herd "which was hep* for 
his exclusive are Nine cows, neither more nor less, wffft 
daily hrrmght from pasture to the toyal enclosure to be 
milked for the king. The herding and die milking oi it* 
sacred animals were performed wording to certain mies 
prescribed by ancient custom. 1 Amongst lhc Murrmn= rH 
district of e»t»0 India. rm the fiordcrof Burma) 
"thereat* many prohibitions in regard to the food, both animal 
and vegetable, which the chief thoiihi eat, anil the Mun.im* 
,,y tlm chiefs post itih>! be a very uncomfortable onc- 
Among the hill tribe? of Manipur the scale of diet allowed 
by custom to the gtiniwiiHru or religion n head of a village 
1," sdway 4 extremely limited. The savoury flog, die tomato, 
the iwigSi, are forbidden to him. If a man in one o 
these tribes is wealthy enough to feast his whole village and 
to €fuci a monoml stones he is cn illicit to become 
(0 the same self-denying ordinances as the gfitmutW'H He 
wears the «auie special clothes, and for the :price of a lf ,ir 
at least hr may not use a drinking horn, but mmt flmik 
from a bnmbo* cu f x* Among the Karennb or Red Karens 
of Uurm-i it cliir! auflin* lii» position not by hcn?tsn.iry r-,;m 
but in viriur of she ah^ervanca of tnboo. Ik must abtfumi 
from rice and liquor. His mother too must Imre eschewed 
these things anti lived nrtly on yams ami potatoes while ?he 
was with child During that time *hu might neither enl 
meat nor drink water from a common well ; and in order to 
be duty qualified for a chiefihip her son uniat continue these 
habits. 1 Among I he Pshaws and Che wains nf the Caiitasii?, 
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w "Ilokc jioiilEjiuJ Christianity I u+ J*t« uei.iled Inin tupcrrifikm t'otiiitn 
iind polvUiclaui, there la rii annual office which email* u 
uumbc; of tabou* on the holder or a% he h called 

He mtut live the whole year In ‘hr irmjd*, willful going to ^ rTlAI,c ' 
hi* hoa.no or voting his wife: Indeed hr. may not ipenh io 
aji)' one, except theprfem for foar of defiling hfnmlf Omc 
a tvcteh he nuiai bathe In tin* river, whaiera titer weather 
may he, MJsinjf for the purpose a Udder on whkh iie> erne else 
may set fool, Hu only nourirshmefU to bread a ml water* 

1« I he lemplr he supciiutepik the tanrwing of the hem for 
the fcitivak 1 In the vtifage of Totiril, if) Yajr, fine of the 
Caroline Mauds, the year consist* of twenty-four months 
and there are five men who for * hundred day', of the year 
may eat only fifth and taro, may n^l chew betel k and mttit 
cibwve strict continence. The reason ns signal by than for 
mb milting to these rcJlntlnls b th;it If they did mit Att tliUJ 
the Immature girls would attain to puberty too kkui * 

To explain she ultima V reason why any particular food 
is jn .liiliited So a whole tribe of to certain of its members 
won!-! com manly require a far more intimate knowledge of 
the history and beliefs of ibr tribe than we possess The 
tfcnrral motive of such piohibifion? is doubtless the same 
which underlies ther whole taboo system, namely* the 
conservation of the tribe and the ifidEvJtia.iL 


j i f. fin&ts and Rings takx*ti 


We hove seen that among the many taboos which the Xwo 4ini 
Flsimcn Dial is at Home hod to absercr, throe was one that jjjjjjjj? 
forbade him to have o knot on any part of hi* garment^ n*t«n 
and another iMr obliged him to mar no ring ttnlcai it were ^[ITL 
broken * In like planner Moment pilgrim^ to Mecca are in 
a state of sanctity dr tabqo and may wear on their [;™ni 
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^-■Iiificancc, and may cotiVetiJeruly be comudwed together. 
To beqiP -v.iH knots, many I*»ple ^ dtf&mit 
world crrterfafn a strong nation to having ™y knot about 
Ihcir person at certain critical ^^particularly J*"ldb«t . 
mairiL’e and death. Thus among the Saxons of Tnmsyi 
to;*" 1 *** van a, a hen a woman is »« travail all kiml* on liw ?“ rr 'Xr 
S^i .ire untied) because it is believed that JW| >v l b 

SS** delivery, ami with the same trigmUwt all the locks 
£,KT"S* -itelte, on .ioore or lm*M. am nntekoj’ The 

• 1JW . .u,,k uw. " 

S7» life .11 k„m» in » l.m* ..l th. nionicnt of 
childbirth-* Roman million >cc|Uimd lhal “nmol -» » 00 
part in the riuo of Jnno Lad"-. .bo f'l«l«. 

should have no knot lied on their persons. In _ 
indict this supers tllUwt is extendeti to the whole time o 
pregnancy; the people believe that if a pregnant um™* 
L,e to tie knots or brakl or make anything .ust the cUi^ 
would thenthy be couvtricted or the woman 

- vied up" when her time came' Nay. »<"« <* lH f™ " X, 
lllC observance Of the rule on the father a* well v the moth* 
Of the unborn Chil .1 Among the Sea Dya** nr ' lh " . _ 
parents mav bind up anything with string or mahcrtijthing 
jj£ during the wile's pmgmmcy’ Among the 
the husband of the cxjxrtwl motlier is bound ^ r J= f ™" , 
tying things together with rattans until after her delivery. 
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In the Tourivbuluh iribt: vT Noith Celebes l ceremony 
is per formed in the fourth or fifth month of ,4 woman’s 
pregfsancy, and after it her Eiuab-ind is forbidden, among 
many other things to tic any fast knots 4ml lu sit with 
his letfs crossed over each other, J In the Kmlish tribe 
of centra! Australia the father of u newborn child floet out 
into the scrub for three days, away from his camp, leaving 
his girdle and arm-bands behind hun,*o that he Isas nothing 
tied tightly round an y pan of hw body. This freedom from 
constriction b supposed to benefit his wife 1 

Tn all these cases the idea seems to he that the tying ufOniM 
a knot would, as they say in the East Indies* "tie up" the 
woman, in oilier word?, impede and jierhops prevent her !■*»«« 
delivery, or delay her convalescence after the tilth. On the 
principles of homoeopathic or imitative magic the physical NH 1, 
obstacle or impediment of a knot on a cord would 
create n corresponding obstacle or impediment in the. 
body of the woman. Thai this is really the cxphim- i«sr=ni 
tifiji of the rule apjjcars from a custom observed by the ^ 
Hos of Tn 'Vihijjd fn West Africa at a difficult birili, u Tii&rr? 
Wlien a woman is in bard labour and cannot icing forth. ^ 
they call Jr> j m.iyii'ijti lo her aid. He looks at bef and 
(iyj, 11 Tlid child is bound in ibe womb, that is why she 
cannot be delivered." Qit I he entreaties of her female 
relations iie then pnmisn to Iqj.c the bond so that s|ie 
may bring forth. For that purpose lie orders them |o 
fetch a tough creeper from the forest, and with it he binds 
the hands and feet of the sufferer on her back. Then 
he lakes a knife nod calls out the woman's name, and 
when she answers he cuts through the creeper with a 
knife, saying, **I cut through today I by bonds and thy 
child's bonds." After that lit chops up the crcejiCf small, 
pilti the bits in a Vessel of walrr, and baUses the woman 
with the italer. 1 Herr the cutting of Hie creeper with 
which the woman's hands and feel arc bound !<» a simple 
piece of homoeopathic or imitative nu : Ijy re leasing her 
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limbs from their bond, ihr laagrrfen Imagine* that I'* 
simultaneously releases the child in her womb from d« 
tiamtnds which impede it* birth. Fur a dollar rea«n. no 
doubt, among the same people a priest ties up the hifibs 
0 f jj pregnant woman with grass am I then uii'i ‘ the kr.n-. 
^ytng, ■■ l will now open you.' 1 Al ter that the woman fcu 
to partake of sornc mai/c-porridge in which a fiat: 
of a magic cord had bean previously pbt«d by the psiesb 
l lie iiilentkm of this ceremony Is probably, on the prlnCipe* 
of homoeopathic magic, to ensure for ihc »« 

delivery by releasing her from lire bonds of grass I ve 
uq)4 train of thought underlies a practice observer. by 
some peoples of owning M locks, doom. *"<* « 
while a birth is taking place In lha house. \\c huve 
sc tin that at such a lime the Gomans a( Train* Vnap 
open all the locks, and the same thntg Is done also n 
Voigtkmd and Mecklenburg In north-western Argyll¬ 
shire superstitious people to Oj.cn every' lot|c m 

■he home at childbirth 1 Tire old Romm custom of 
presenting women with a key as a symbol of an 
delivery * perhaps points to the obMrvai.ee of a similar 
custom. In the island or Salreil* near Bombay, when a 
woman is in hard labour, all lochs of doors or drawer* are 
opened with a key to facilitate hrr delivery. Among t«e 
Mandeliriga of Sumatra the lids of all ch*sl% pans Jtod 

» forth are opened : and if this doe not product the desired 
effect, the anxious husband has to strike the pi^jectkifi ^tv . 
pf some of the house-beams in order to loosen ihetu : or 
they think that "everything must be u|wn -red lo ^ 
fret) lute tite delivery. 1 '* At a difficult birth the Bj 
O f Sumatra make a search through the powem»>ns « 
hatband ami wife and untie everything that » tied «P In 
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bundle -. 1 In same parts of Java, when a woman fj in travail, 
rvetyiliiTig in the hou^e iriii* wim ghmt Is opcraii, in orde:r 
Uini the birth may not be impeded \ not only are doors 
opened and the lids of chests, boxes, rice-pots, and water- 
bate lifted up* but L-YGfl sword s are unsheathed ami spears 
drawn out of their eascs/ Cu&scmiri of the same sort 
art: practised with the same intention in other parr n of 
the East indies . 1 tn Chittagong, whim a woman cannot 
taring her child 10 die birth, the midwife gives orders to 
throw all doors and windows wide open, ta uncork all bottles* 
to remove die bung* from a]] casks, 10 unloose the cows in 
the vial I, the horses in the it able* the watchdog in bis 
kennel to set free sheep. fowte, ducks. and so forth. This 
universal liberty accorded to the animats and even io 
inanimate things is, according to the people, m infallible 
means of ensuring the woman's delivery and allowing the 
babe to lie born/ At the moment of childbirth the Chum 
of CochiM-ChiiR hasten to open the alallof the buffaloes and 
to unyoke the plough, doubtless- with the intent ion of aiding 
die woman in travail, though die writer who reports the 
custom is unable to explain it/ Among the Singhalese, a 
few houre lujojc a birth is expected to take place, all the 
cupboards in Lhe house are unlocked with the express 
purpose of facilitating the delivery/ In the island of 
Saghatfcnj, when a woman h in labour, her husband 11 pi dues 
everything that can be imilane. lie loo*en!i tins plaits of hi§ 
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Amotig some modern [ c “ h , d w , m bmid tbutr Hatt *<** 
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l a | wyr in the house 1 Toum hiiluh man stains 

cwitf Again, we have t f IC , m siting with 

n ; ,l >' r ‘T ‘This "^pregnancy. The train of 
p-'hMr erwsed leg* donut h _ p Whether you c«k* 

^^thnugbl » the same fa Joih «^ [c?3 in sitting 

pTiliSc tfi&gkf cfOsb-mfe, dicck and 
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Of this important truth the R ■ ^ un(|cr mC du «i 

rit beside a pregnant woman 1 Pliny, b 

treatment with hands, **• it j 3 wor« 

to east a malignant spdl over 1 P* ■ dftapcrf hand*, 
still if you nurse your leg or k |> ; iwe , were regarded 
or lay one leg over th* Ol 'er. - hindrance to business of 
hy the old Roman* i9 a ^ . .,. meeting of magi*' 

every sort, and at a counc o w ' 1 man ^ suffered to 
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bml crossed leg*, and ihc child could nut be \mn until ihe 
Juiil been beguiled into changing her attitude, 1 It 
i* ^ Bulgarian supemtdints that if a pregnant irorn.m h in 
the habit of fitting wifli crossed it\\\ she will -mtTer much 
fn childbed.* In vmne parte ml lUvatfa. when «mvc ration 
Qonic* i±> a ^laiKUtill ami ftHeucc ensue*, they s-y p * Surely 
wndv-dy Im* hfa Jeg*, MI 

The magic*) effect of knots In tramimdUflg and olutruet- Kemi «* 
ing human activity wai believed to Lie manifested 
marriage not fa"* than at birth. Hiking the Middle Age*. ti*-' 
and down to the eighteenth century, it swinii to h:iw been 
commonly held In Ettrapc that the ctmMtrnmatmn of ite*we* 
gnurrugc could b prevented by any one wlite while die 
wedding ceremony taking pfa«:e. either lucked a Jock ur 
tied a knot in * card, and then iluiw the lock or ihe cord 
awiw* The lock or the knitted coni had la be Hung into 
wafer ; and until ft had beei; found and unlocked, or unlittl, 
no real union of the man led pair was possible, 1 I twice it 
wav a grave oftence, not only to ca -t such a *,pdl. but *!»■■ 
to $tc#l m nmke away with the material hismumi i ( it, 
whether lock or knotted conk In the year iyi8 the par- 
Itiunrnl of Bordeaux sentenced some one to be burned ultvc 
for having spread desolation through i whole family by mvan# 
of knotted cord* ; and m 1705 two person* were vomlcmnct! 
tu death in Scotland for scaling certain charmed knots which 
a woman had made, in order thereby to mar the wedded 
happiness of Spalding of Ajhfnlttly. 1 The bdirf in the 
cacy of these charm # appear* to have lingered ii> the Highland! 
of PcrthahJrc down to the end of the eighteenth cvnhiiy, fist 
.it that lime It wa* still customary in the beautiful pire.h of 
LoglcTnit, between the river Turn me I and the river T^y* to 
unloose carefully every knot In the dothc^ of tta bride and 
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kemh* bridegroom before the celt brjt ion of the marriage ccristn nny; 

When the ceremony was overs mid the bridal party had left 
tmtsmn tJic church, the bridegroom intrnttiiaialy rotinrd one way 
^ with some youtnett to tic the knob that hod been housed 
gremlin ^ uttic before ; and the bride in like manner withdrew 
tcprmcth*: ^ineivtiOT else to adjust tiie disorder of her rfivfis, 1 In 
mne puli q f the Highlands it was deemed enough that 
the bridegroom"* left shoe should be without buckle or 
lafccbet, 44 id prevent wilehe* from depriving k\m g on the 
nuptial the power of Eoofcfcdng the virgta scroti 

We meet with the same snjHT.^iUoii and the same Custom 
at the present -day tn Syrinx The persona who help a 
Syrian briik^’Twiti to dun hte wedding garments! tike care 
that no knot la ibrd on them and no button buttoned; to r 
they believe that a button huUcjited nr a knot tied would 
put it within the power of his enemies to deprive him of hi* 
nuptial rights by ma[pcat i n cum. B In Ltsbo* l he malignant 
person who would thus irijirru a bridegtr/fiill 'in hi* weddhag 
day ties a thread to a bir^h*. while he utlef > impi veaiEous f 
but the bridegroom can defeat the spell by wearing at 
hte girdle a piece of an tiki nei or of an old niantillts. 
bdutigitig to the bride in which knot* have been tied. 
The fear of such charms fa diffused all over Nnrth Africa 
at the present day To render a bridegroom Impotent the 
io rmfct (.fichanter hg-; only to Lie a knot in ft hwdketchfcf which he 
^ had previously placed quietly on some part of the bride- 
rnpomm, body When he was iiioiikilcd on hor^back ready to 

fetch Mb bride i so long a* Ihe knot in the handkerchief 
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remaitif tint, so tong will the brith grafai remain potteries 
to consummate the murrijigc. Another way of effecting the 
*ame object is to its rid hclmid the bridegroom when lie h on 
horseback, with an oj^:: clasp-knife or pair wfsio^ in 
your haad amt to call out his name , tf he imprudently 
ans«c«. you at once shut ihe clasp-knife or the pair of 
seizors with 4 soap, and Linn makes him imp trut To 
pmml against this malignant spell the bridegrooms mother 
mil sometimes buy a penknife ,m the eve of the marriage. 

* hut it up. and then open it Just at the moment when hrr 
son is akin' to enter the bridal -homber. 1 

A curious use is made or knots « marriage in the little Hunt i t mfl 
India*} Maud of RottL When a man ha* paid the pfict of his |U! "" 1 *’ 
bride, a coni is fastened round her wai.it, (f she is ,1 maid, hut hJaTr 4 * 
not otherwise. Nine knots arc tlqdftt Hie coni, and in ord 
to indie them harder to unloose, they are smeared with wax, 

Bride and bridegroom are then secluded In a chamber, where 
he has! to untie the knot* with the thumb ami forefinger of 
hi? left hand only. It may be front one to twelve months 
twfure lie succeeds to undoing them al! Until he lias tome 
so he may nor took on Oil- wonud as his wife In no case 
nui’.- the cord be broken, nr the kriifcgre*>ni would render 
himself liable to any fine that the bride's father might choose 
to impose. When all the km.Li are footed, the woman is 
h:s wife, and he shews the mr-i to her father, and generally 
presents his wife with a golden or diver necklace intend 
of the coni' The- meaning of this custom is not dear, hut 
we may conjecture that the nine knot* refer to the nine 
moullis of pregnancy, and that miscarriage would be the 
supposed resuil of leaving a rfngJe km« untied, 

Tlw maleficent power or km-t may also be manifested Ram mm, 
In the inflEctton of richness, disea wr, and all kinds 

Tims among the Elos of 1 ogoiaud a sorcerer 
will -inetlnwi curse his enemy and tic a knot fn a stalk of 
grass, laying. M I have (fed „p S*-ard-So to this knot. 
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May ad evil light Upon him ‘ When he Into :1ir fie til, 
may a 5Ti,ikc -sting him 1 When lie g«e» Lu lire chaw, may 
a ravening beast attack him ‘ Ami when he step. into a 
river, may the water sweep him away ! When it mists, may 
the lightning strike him! May evil nights he hi* I" 
It is believed that in the knot the sorcerer has bound 
Knau up tlw life of his enemy. 11 Babylonian witches and wizards 
" fi jjjj** lt af old used to strangle iheir victim, seal his mouth, 
Refill wrack his limbs, and tear his curtails by merely tying 
lotnftiui j n n tor( j t w hi|c at each knot they muttered a spell. 

But happily the i:vtf could be undone by simply undoing the 
knots. ! We he m c>f a man In one of live ‘ )rkney Islands 
who H'is utterly ruined bv nine knot- east on a blue thread ' 
and it would ±ccm that slick people in Scotland sometimes 
prayed to the devil tu restore them to health by loosing the 
secret knot that was doing nil the mischief.* In the Koran 
there is an allusion 10 the mischief of "those who pun" into 
the knots." and an Arab commentator on tbc passage 
explains that the words refer to women who practise magic 
by tying knot* in cords, and then blowing and spitting upon 
them. He goes on to relate Fiuw,once upon a time, a wicked 
Jew Lewi*rhed the prophet Mohammed himself by tying nine 
knots on a string, which he then hid in a well. So the 
prophet fell ill,-inti nobody knowa what might have happened 
if the archangel Gabriel had not opportunely revealed to the 
holy lnun the place where the knotted coni was conceited. 
The trusty All won fetched the baleful thing from the well \ 
and the prophet recited over it certain charms, which were 
specially revealed to him for the purpose. At every Verve of 
live charms a knot untied itself, and the prophet experienced 
a certain relief* It wilt hardly be disputed that by tying 
knots on the string the pestilent Hebrew contrived, it I may 
say so. to constrict or astringe or, in short, to tic up we 
vital organ or organa in the prophet’s stomach, At teas! 
we are informed that something of this sort is done by 
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Australian bb^fdbw ai lire present day, and if «?. why 
should it not haver been done by Arab* in the time of 
Mohammed? The AuidraUjiti mode of operation i* as 
follows IV her a blackfellow wishes to seulc old ware* 
with another blAekfdlow, he tie* a rope of fibre or b.-rk 
so tightly round the neck of his slumbering friend tu 
ponmliy to sihnkc him. Having done thl* he tmkes out the 
man's canl-fa t fmm under his short rib. tits up hb inside 
carefully wiih string, replaces the skin, and having effaced 
.ift external marks of the uround h mah* off with the stolen 
fat. The victim on awakening feci i no Inconvenience, bill 
sooner ot later, sometimes months afterward% while he is 
hunting or exerting himself violently in some oilier way, he 
will fed the string snap in his inside. 11 Hallo/ 1 say* hc t 
"somebody has tied me up inside wiih siring S ,p and he 
home u? the camp and dies on the spot 1 Who ran doubt 
but that in this lucid diagnosis ivc have the true key to the 
prophet's malady, and that lie too might have Ftyxumbcd to 
the wiles of his insidious foe if it had not been for the timely 
intervention of ihe archangel Gabriel? 

II knot* aie supposed to kill, they arc also supposed to ^ 
cure, This fojfawJ from the belief that to undo the knots S£J 
which arc causing sickness will bring the sufferer relief But 
apart from this negative virtue of maleficent knots, them 
ajti certain beneficent knots to which a positive power of 
healing Is ascribed* 1'liciy lulls us that some folk cored 
diseases of the groiEi by taking a thread from a web, lying 
seven or nine kfioti on iz t and Then fastening it to the 
patient groin ; but to make the cure effectual it was 
necessary to name some widow as each knot w&a tied* 

The afieicni Assyrians seem to have made much u« of 
knotted cords as a remedy for ailments and di-^aflc. The 
c-rd with Its knot\ which were sometimes iwict seven in 
number, was lied round the head, neck, or limbs of the 
patient, ami then after a time cut off and thrown away* 
carrying with it. a* was apparently supposed, the Ache* and 
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fains uf lljt HiiTcinr Same time- the magic Ciftl uhl.di war 
t“™" im-- 1 for this beneficent purpose Consist'd of * double strand 

dl *"“ of'black and while wool; some lime i< wm wswi-n of the 

Hair of a. virgin kht* A modem Arab cure for fever re¬ 
ported from llw ruin* of Nineveh is to tie a ttHton thread 
wltii Keen knots on it round the wrist of the patient, who 
must wear It for seven or eight day* or till such time a? the 
fever pa»«3, after which he may throw it away/ G'Domown 
describes a'similar remedy for fever employed among the 
Turcoman* The enchanter lakes at me camel hair and spins 
It into » stout thread, droning a spell the while. Next lie 
lies seven knot* on the thread, blowing on c/tch knot before 
lu; pulls it tight. Thin knotted thread is then worn as * 
bracelet on his wrist by live patient Every day one of the 
knots is untied ami blown npori, and when the seventh knot 
U undone the whole thread is rolled up into a. ball and 
thro a 1 n Into a river, bearing away >* ifey Imagine the 
fever with it * The I in- of Tagoiand In like stunner lie 
strings round a sick man’s fl«k, arms. Or lq->, according 
to the nature of ihe mnlrvdy; * me of tlw strings are 
intended to guard him against the !nfli^n& of ■the 
evil mouth": others are a protection agniml ^ 1L “ ghost' 1 
of Hie dead-* In Argyllshire, threads with three knots 
on them are still used to cure the internal aliments 
of man and beast. The witch rubs the *iek person w 
cow with the knotted thread, bums tire of the knots in 
the fire, saying. B I put the disease and the sickness on the 
top of the fire "and ties the rest of the thread with the single 
Hrtol round toe neck of the person or t!ic tai' of the cow, 
but always $o lliat it may not be seen * A Scotch cure for a 
sprained leg or arm is to cast nine knots in :» black thread and 
then lie the thread found Urn suffering limb, while you wyi 
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[n Guta rat if a man lakes scvcjI cOlton ihrcad?, jjoch id 
4 pLicc tyborc an owl b Tiootin^. strips luakeci* ties si kuof 
at caiii hour, and fasten* the k mil ted thread round the 
rfght arm ‘of a main sack nf the fever, the irtajjidy will 
luve him* 

Again, knots may br micd by an cndmiUntss Xt> win tK^nnuj 
tow *md attach him firmly to liemclf. Thus the Jovemfek 
maid in Virgil seeks to draw Daphnh to her front the city • ■ tJllrtUlk 
by jqUffli and by lying three knots on each of three 
of .liflfcrctil colour*.' So an Arab maiden, who had lost her 
heart k* a obtain man. tried to gain his love mid bind him 
to hendr h> lying knots in hi.-, whip , hui tier jealous rival 
undid the knots,’ On die same principle, magic knots may 
be i-mploycri id stop « runaway. In Su.ittej*nd you may 
often «ee gras* tied in knots al the side of the footpaths 
Every Otic of the* (mt>U tells of -* domestic tragedy. A 

u lie has run away from her hie band, and he.. Ids fiidiitli 

have gone in pmnil. binding up the path*, a* Uicy tall it, in 
this fashion to prevent the fugitive from doubling buck over 
them.* When a Swsheli wishes to capture a runaway slave 
ho will sometime take a string of c«o-fiUt Fibre to a wise 
man find get him to recite a |«uisgc of the Koran seven 
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\lmc% over h, while ui each reading the wizard tics a knot in 
the string. Then the slave-owner, armed with ihc knotted 
string tnkm his stand in tire door of the house and calls on 
hh slave *wen times, by rtnrnc, liter which be lutiigs the 
it ring over (lie door , 1 

fcaMv i--mi Hie obstructive power of knoll mid locks &S means of 
t^nimtiii ] 1iirr ]|^ out evil mwutfcsH iiidf in many ways. I tins on the 
ffc^iifH- principle that previmtwfi h better than cure, Zulu hunters 
immediately tie a kntit In rise tall or any animal they have 
killed* fiecaui? they bdlcve that thia will hinder the cnedt 
from giving them pain* in ihrir stornatfct 5 An wnctem I llrafoo 
book recommends ihai travellers un u djuigvruii? roid .hoeJJ 
tie knots if. the skirts of their garments, Ear this will cause 
their journey to pre^per, 1 Similarly among some CsxKte 
tribe?, when a man is going on a doubtful journey* he know 
n few blades of gras* together that the journey may turn out 
well.* in Lick hunters fancy that they can throw 4 i|sdl 
met a forc^ 30 as to prevent any one el-e from hunting 
there successfully* Having killed game of any kind, they 
utter certain magical words, while they knot together ftotne 
stalks of grass* adding. ** Aa I knot (his ^0 lei no 

Imntcr be lucky here/ - The virtue of this spell will last* as 
usually happens En such cases* so long the stalks remain 
knotted together * 1 The Yabims of German N ? cw Guinea lay 
a knot in a fishing-boat that is not ready for sea, fit orvlcr 
that a certain luring called Baluni may not embark in it; (or 
lie has 1 hn powtir of taking away dm fii>hand weighing down 
the boat/ 

Kn^i In Ktisafji amulets often derive their protectIve virtue in 

measure from ktiotx Here, for example* is a spell 
intn:-.> ih which will Warrant Its cmpluycr against ail risk of luring 
short 'I attach five knot* to each hostile, infidel shooter, 
over Arquebuses, bow^ and all manner of w at Like weapons* 
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Iki ye, O ksn'.is, bar the slmolRr from evrnr rt«d *nd way, 
loci': fast every orcpicbuse, entangle every how, involve nil 
warlike weapons, so that the shooter* may not reach me 
wish tlieir arquebuses, nor may their arrows attain to m , 
nor their warlike weapons Ho me hurt, tn my knots lies 
hid the mighty strength of snakes- from the twelve-headed 
snake.’ A net. from iti affluence of knots, he always been 
considered iti Russia very efficacious against sorcerers; hence 
in some places, when n hiide is being dressed in her wedding 
nil Ire, a fishing-net is flung over her to keep her out of 
harm’s way. Kof a similar purpose the bridegroom and 
his companions arc often girt with pieces of net, Of ai least 
With light -drawn girdles, (or before a wir.ird can l^gin 
tu injure lliem he must undo all the knots in I be net, 
or take off Lite girdles. Hut often a Russian amulet is 
merely a knotted thread A skein of red wool wound about 
the aims and legi is thouglil to ward off ague? and fevers; 
and nine <keiii* fastened round a child's neck, arc deemed 
a mV-creative against scarlatina. In the Tver Government 
a hag of a special kind is lied to the neck of the cow w hich 
■, Its befon, Lhe rest of a herd, in order to keep off wolves ; 
its forcL- hind' line- maw til" lire ravening beast. On the 
-.tree principle, a padlock is carried thrice round a herd of 
horwa before they go ifidM in I he spring, and the bearer 
locM and unlocks It as lie guts. saying. ” I lock from my 
licfd the mouths or the grey wolves with this steel lock .' 1 
After the third round the padlock Is finally locked, and then, 
whim the horses have gone off. It is hidden away somewhere 
liH Uic in the autumn, when the time comes for the drove to 
return to winter quartm. In tins case the " firm word “ of 
the q>ell i§ supiiour'l to lock up the mouths of the wolves. 
Tlu: Bulgarian# have a similar mode of guarding their cattle 
aL r .vhwt >'.ild toasts A w-Ouian likes a needle and thread 
aff.:r dark, and sew logelher the skirt of her dress A child 
isk» tier what -he is doing, end she tells Mm that she is 
icwlrig up tbc ears, eye?, and jaw 4 <if Die waives so lliat they 
may not hear, w. or bite the sheep, goals, calves, and pigs.’ 
.Similarly in antiquity a wh-.b fancied that she could shut 
the mouths of her ciicmk* by sewing up tlic mouth of a fish 
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lV ; f h * brnnw nrcdta l t and farmers attcmpreil ro ward <>ft 
hail front itoir crop* by tying keys to ™p«s all round the 
fields.* Hie Armenians *<*y '■« kck the j»w« «T wot^i 
by littering a (pell, tying *wt( knots in a shoelace, ■*>“ 
placing the string between '.lie teeth ol a wool-comb :r, ■ 11m i 
Ire probably taken to represent the fangs of a wolf. And 
an Armenian bride and bridegroom will coirs a locked lock 
on their tier sons ol and after marriage in guayd 'hem 
iuralust those evil influences to which at lh>s cr.sk of life 
they are especially exposed.' The following mode of 
keeping an epidemic from a villa,is known to have been 
practised among the Balkan Slaw*. Tim old women 
proceed to a spot outride the village, the one with j copper 
keltic Tull of water, the other with a house-lock and key. 
The old dame with the kettle (inks the other, "Whither 
*w:iv f- The one with the lock answers, '* I canto fo 
the village against mishap," and suiting the action to the 
worth she locks the lock Wid throws it, tether wish the 
key into the keltic of water. Then .she sir.de* thrice mi™ 
the village, cadi rime repeating the p rfomurnctr wiih tht 
lock lV id faith:-' To this -.1 iv a Transylvanian sower thinks 
he can keep birds from (he com by carrying a lock m the 
red-bag/ Such magical uses of locks and keys are clearly 
pinilki the inagic^l \m of fcnois> wish which \vc * ! " 1C 
concerned. In Ceylon the Singhalese observe “a curmiii 
custom of Ihe lhreihing*flwr called' Goigotfi the tying -> 
tire cultivate* knot. When a "b«f of core baa been 
threshed nut, before it is removed the grain is heaped up 
and the threshers, generally *1* in number, sit round it, and 
taking a few stalks, with the ears of core a!tactori. jointly 
lie a knot Mud bury it \n the heap* I* h Seft that uni it a 
the sfcaavea have been EhTt^Ucd, aud the cam Wkmmv cd 
ami measured. The object of this ceremony is to prevent 
the devils from diminishing I to quantity of co™ in the 


l Owl, fa*!. Si- i77 'If- * »»• 
VHtk W. W. r .k Xt™** 

[ t -J. y Ji. Ptt>mi tf ih* X't '+iu, 

IT' J«9 *?■ 

1 y. rr. 

* M. AtwjMan, Dtf *™*u*ki 

i Wf: S'* ( li- 

• il- Aljejtiio, V- * rf ‘ I s ' ?*- 


* V. TilSffaeh, "l*W twit.-' 

U. Jim IklkMuUrtn, - ' /wwikW' 
jfrrliV ft,* &*•»;**&*■, " LL ' 

p. 2- 

■ A. HrmrixK S>rm 

f7, v T w. ti ■wrfrf Am ^ 
f l-lli I 

p. 


t A*A !OT\ A XI) filSCS rAROOEQ 3*1 

heap ." 1 Knots rij-ii knlii may >i:tvc to avert not only dev ilr. Ki.'nim 
but ■: 'ntli it., Ef When they hr- ug’li! a ni'iraiiFi ti ■ liic stake 
at St. Andrews in T 5 7 - lt> burn tier alive for a witch, they omuinc* 
loum! on hern white cloth like a coll m. with strings and 
many knots on the atriums I'hey tonk it from hrr, sorely' 
against her will, for stir- - sertiunJ 10 think that she cotiM not 
die in (he fire, if only the cloth with the knotted =inngi 
was on her. When it was taken away, she semi, “ New l 
have no hope of mysclF ," 15 lit many parti of Kngland it is 
liioiMint that, n |)ertion cannot die so fon^ as any locks arc 
locked or bolts si lot in the house. It b therefore a very 
common practice to undo alt locks nnd bolts when the 
sufferer is plainly near his end, in order that his agony 
may HOI be unduly prolonged* For example, in the 
year 18U3. at Tltttmm, s child lay sick of scarlatina 
and death seemed inevitable, "A jury of matrons was, 
ai it wort, ctn pail died, and 10 prevent the chikl ‘dying 
IiheU all the doom (n the house, nil the drawers, all "he 
boxes, iill the cupIxMrda were thrown wide open, the keys 
taken mil, uiul the tydy of the child placed under a Iw-fn, 
whetr by a sure, certain, and easy passage into eternity could 
be seemed." Strange 10 say. the child declined to avail 
itself of tiie facilities for dying SO obligingly placed at its 
disposal liy Hie sagacity and experience of the Hriti h mu turns 
of Taunton; It preferred to live ruihcr than give up the 
ghoit just then-* A Masai man whose sons have gone out to 
war will take a hair and tie a knot in it for each of hi* absent 
<otis, praying God to keep their bodies ana sours as firmly 
fattened together a* these knots . 1 

The precise (node In which the virtue of the knot is 
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supposed to take effect in some of these i:.-.;;mc?s tic not 
clearly appear, Bui in general wc mA V **¥ l ^ il1 * n 
■I,.’ c-isas we have bcvii considering ihc i lading cliitrac- 
lerisiic r»f (he magic knot cn lock is Shat, in strict accord mo? 
with its physical nature, it always oclh as an tin pediment, 
hindrance, or obstacle, and that its influence is maleficent or 
beneficent according as the thing which it impedW or hinder* 
h good or evil. The obstructive tendency Attributed to the 
knot in spiritual matters appears in a Swiss superstition 
that if, hi sewing a Corpse into its shroud, you make a 
knot «m the thread, it will hinder the soul of the deceased 
on its passage to eternity, 1 In coffining ti corpse the 
Highlanders nf Scotian i used to untie or cut every string in 
die -ihroud ; else the spirit could not The German* 

of Tnwwylvanis place a liltfe pillow with the dead in tin: 
coffin i hut in sewing it ll»y lake great care not to make 
any knot on the thread, for they say that to do so would 
hinder the dead man from retting in the grave arid his 
widow from marrying again. 1 Anion,; the I’ldWreants a. 
Kuthenian people on the hem of the Carpathian*, when 
a widow wishes to marry again tm.it, -die unties The knots 
0)1 her dead husband's gisvc-rltnh<"t before the cuilin Is shut 
down on him. This removes all impediments to her future 
miirriicgc. 1 A Nandi who it starting on a jouinny wiil tie 
a knot in gntis by the wayside, as he believes that by so 
doing he will prevent the people whom he is going to 
visit from taking their meal till he arrives, or at nil 
events he will ensure that they leave enough food over 
for him* 

Tire rule which prescribes that at certain magical mid 
(di-^idus ciiicjiiQiiin tile hair should lilnjj loose And ihc feet 
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abould be bare' U probably based on the name fear of tiwiite 
trammelling and impeding the action in hand, wltatcver 

by the presence of any- knot or constriction. «u«M 
whether on the head ot cm the feel of the JUlfwiUft I ItU M$gjb0l 
connexion of ideas comes out dearly in a pa-titage of Qviri. who ^ 
bids a pregnant woman looses her lair ItelVwe the pt*y* to Hie M lsii-- 
goddess of childbirth, in order lhat the gtnlifcr,* in.»y gently 
loose her tceini ng ^womb. f It is Jcs* ea^v to ’■ay why <m ^juiWs 

certain solemn occasions it appears to haye i«ren easlenaiiy 
with some people to go with one riioe oiT and one -.hoc on, 

Tlw forlorn hope of two hundred men who, on >i dark ami “*£ 
stormy night, style out of Phtua, broke threugb the lines i**- 
of rite besieging Spartans, and escaped Irntn the ilixnnctt 
city, were shod on the left foot only. The historian who »‘-o 
records the fact assumes that the intention ws- to prevent ' 
their feet from slipping in the mitd. 1 But if so, why wen- s ., ; 
not. both feet unshod or shod f What U for the 
fool is surely good for the other. Tfo peculiar attire oi the «t mum 
PUtafcftnc m this occasion had probably nothing fo *'o “” fl 

the particular state oi the groimiJ and the wcaUiL-r §1 the time *ni 4 rrnfl 
wliL’ii tiicy made theti desperate wily, but war an old Custom, lJI 
a form of coiuecmiion or devotion, observed by men in any 
grr.it liaxard or grave emergency. Certainly ihe costume 
arnica ra Lo tiAve been regularly worn by ^me fighting 
races fn an!Equity, at lean when they went forth to battle. 

T Uus we are told ihnr all the Ac tertians were dlwl only on 
one foot, " because they were s*« warlike," * and V'irgil 
repurseerts some of the rustic militia of ancient Latium a* 
nunJilng to war, their right feet shod in boots of raw hide, 
while their left feet were bare, 1 An oracle warned l^’ias, 
king of loleus, to beware of the man with one wndai, and 
w hrti Jason utrived with a sandal on his right foot Lad * iih 
hit left fool bare, the king recognis'd the hand of fate- The 
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common story Hint jusem had lost onr of hi* 'i? tufa I* in 
fording n river prakibly invented when th». rell motive 
Of the costume was forgotten, 1 Again, according to *!« 
legend Perseus seems to have warn only one shoe when be 
went on his perilous enterprise io cut coi the Gorgon's head-’ 
In certain forms of ptfiilfttttvMI Greek ritual appears to have 
required that Liu: person to be cleansed should wear * 
rough shoe oti one foot, while the other W unshod The 
rule is not mentioned by ancient wt stern, bin may be 
inferred from a scene painted nn a Greek vUSC, w litre a 
maili Hiked except for a Bllct round hts head, b seen 
emu eh in.' "|j ike akin of a ^icrilkiu] victim, Ufa bare right 
firijfe resting on Eire skin, while k Is tell fool* *hod in a 
rough boot, A planted oil the ground in front of him. 
Round about women with lorchtrs anti ve^els are engaged 
in performing ceremonies nf purification over kirn? When 
Dido in Virgil, (killed by Aeneas, lisa resolved to die, >hc 
feigns to perform certain mag tea l tite* which wilt either win 
bnek her false lover m bring relief to her wounded hear!. 
In appealing to the g&U asul ihtr stars, she %mnih by the 
ultar with her dresj Inserted arid with one foot buir 1 
Among tht- lioathM Afa^ the cursing of an enemy n 
public act The maledictions were: often cmiebeJ \u tbj 
form of a satirical poem, which the poet him*df redted wisli 
certain solemn for mill tics, Thus when the young I ebii] 
appeared fit the Court of Norman to denounce the Abiics* 
he anointed the hair of his head on one side wily, let bis 
garment hang down loosely, and wore hut one shoe. This, 
*vc are told, was Ehe cobLuine regularly adopted by ccr{ aio 
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Thus vnrion* people* rfcin to be of opinion that 11 tfrnds T V ^ 
a man in gnr*i -tend to go Mrilh one foot shod and .™ l F ^s 

bare on certain momentooii wsdon*. But why? ^hr c"-wT 

cutiianfltvrm must apparently he sought in Ll« tnatfc*] virtue „ 
attributed to knots; fin* down to recent turn-.. we may t.ue 
it, shoes have been uni versa Ity ited to tl'e feet by loldiets. m . .i,w 
N ow the magical actio* of a htioi, « we 1»™ *****^*. 
supposed to be to bind and reatmln «ol merely the body ^ 
but the soul, 1 and this aeti'-n i* bcnt-fical or harmW , 
wording as the thing which U *»«"* 

or pood, U Is ■ necessary corollary of lid* doeinne that to Mi(lalM 
be without knots is to be ft* and untrammdkd whidt, hgM* 
the wav, may be the reason why the augurs staff si home 
had to be mmle from a piece of wood In which there was no 
kfiul t* It would never do (or a divining r to 30 spe' 
bound. Hence we may suppose that the Intention of going 
With one shots <m ™d one shoe ofTil both to reatiiim and to 
*t at liberty, tn bind and to unbind. But to bind or unhtnd 
whom or what? Perhaps live notion b 'n nd the man 
himKir of mug ini! restraint, but to lay it o» hr* fur, or nt 
all events on his fee's magic E in -hart, lo bind us estemy 
by a sod) While be himself go=* free This b aubrrtmn^ily 
.hr explanation winch the acute and learned S«v.ui gives 
of Dido's costume. He ay r that die went with one ihccon 
and one ^hoe off In order that Arne*- might be entangled 
and brrself released. 3 An aft 

Obviously apply to ull the other wc have Mtiftdcred, 
lot In .11 Of them the man who »«« this pecutmr 
costume b confronted with hostile l**®*- wbolher human 
or supernatural which it must be hfa object to by under 

* similar power to bind and hamper spirit^ as well as ^ 
bodily activities is ascribed by «nne people to *^*1. 

in the Greek island of Carpalhus, people 

chdites they put upon a <ksd lhe y ttn: ctrtM “*’*“** 
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*nu 114 remove all tings ft*.in it 3 " (at the spirit, they »*?, cun even 
he detained in the little finger, and cannot rt:st.‘ M Here il 
McriUt is plain thiil even if the soul ii not definitely supposed lu 
issue At death from the finger-tips, yet the ring i* contrived 
to exercise a certain constrictive influence abidt detains and 
imprisons Lite tin mortal spirit in spite of it' efforts tii t'tJje 
fixnn the tabernacle of day ; in short the ring, like ihe knot, 
act* as a spiritual letter. This may have been the re* - n ol 
an ondent Greek maxim, attributed to fyihagutaa, which 
forbade people to wear rings, 5 Nobody might enter the 
ancient Aicadbtn ssiicLu.uy of the Mistress at Lycesura with 
ji 0,1 his or her finger. 1 l'crsons who consulted the 
oracle of Fauna* had lo be chaste, to cat no flesh, and 
to wear 110 rings . 1 

Mm* On the other hand, the same con bidet ion which 

"m',™ hinder> the egress of the soul may prevent the entrance ci 
Pir.ni evil spirits . henee we find rings used as amulets again# 
demons, wiidwa, and ghost*. In the Tyrol it 1,1 said that 
*n.i ('iirt V- a woman in childbed should never tulte ofT her wedding' 
ring, or spirits and witches will have power over her. 
Among the Lapps, the person who la about lo place a 
eorpvj in the coffin receives from ihe husband. wife, or 
children of the deceased a brass ring, which he must wear 
fastened to his right arm until the corps* i» safely deposited 
in the grave. The ring in believed to serve the I’ersoti as 
an amulet against any harm which the ghost might do to 
him , 1 The JluiuLi or the Carpathians sometimes milk a 
co* ihtough a wedding-ring to prevent witches from stealing 
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its milk , 1 f n IhcELa iron fingy an: often notn a? an atqilSi t i- r« 
ji^ainsl discus t»* to counteract flit malignant in Hoc iter *>f tuutafc 
the planet Saturn. A coral ring ri u*ctj In (iiijnmt to ward 
off e he baleful influence of the sun, and it* Itenga) mourners 
much iL as a form of purification , 1 A Masai mother wlm 
lias [osl one or more children nt *u earfy ngv will pul 
copper ring on llw second 10c of her m.jel infant'-i n„ln fool 
( L i guard II i|>sinit jfcltnew* M#«ii (n«i also wear on the 
middle finger of the right land a ring mode onif of tlir.- hide 
of ii lacrmeial victim: it is supposed to pivitcrt the w- ocr 
fronj witchcraft and disease of every kirn!' We have ^rtn 
that magic conk ate feslentti round the prints of Siamese 
children‘to keep off evil spirits ;* ihm aims people tie string 
rourid the wrists of women in childbed, of convalescent Mter 
richness, and of mourners after a funeral In order to prevent 
the escajic of their souls at these critical seasons ;* and that 
*iih tile same intern ion <he Bayabns put bra a ring* on 
the wrists or ankles of the sick. T This use of wriri-har.rts, 
hraedetf, and anklets as amulets to keep the wul in die 
i**\v h exactly parallel to the use of finger-rin;’i which *t 
re here considftiinf- The placing oi ilicsc spiriiual flints 
on the wrists is cspeei -lly appropriate. because some people 
lancv that ft sod resides wherever a pulse is foil beating* 

How for the custom of wearing finger-imgs, bracelets, and 
jnhlclv may have been miluenei: J by, or even have iprmg 
from, a belief In their efficacy a* amulets 10 keep the soul in 
the body,or demons out of it. is a quwtiuti which *«m< worth 
considering* Hew we ore only concerned with the belief 
in *11 for ns it seems to throw light on the tuIc that the 
Hasten Dial!t might not wear a ring unhu <t were broUm. 
Taken in otinjunctitiit with the rule which forhade turn to 
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have ti knot tm hi- gmrmciitSp it point £ to i> fear that 1 fa 
j*jwcrfii! spirit embodied in him mieM be'tmmndlcd un.i 
liampnnj in st 3 grjings-out siiteI cofhmgs4n b) m^li iwjjunsl 
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Tinman 

(lujii hampered in its goings 

, m d spiritual fcttta* ^ rings and knot* The -amo T«t 
mu] ii»|f, probably dictated the ntlc that il a laicin in bonds wtme takcti 
into the house of the Flamfin Dialls^ the capiiyewas so be 
unbound and the coidi to be drawn up through a Me in tlw 
ruof and so lei down into the iU'cet . 1 Ruthcr, we may 
conjecture flint the custom of releasing prisoners at a festival 
jfitiv have originated in the same train of thought; it might 
be imagined that Lbclr fellers would impede the flow n< she 
divine grace. The custom was observed at the towk 
festival of the llieamophoife,* and at the Athenian 
of Dtufiyaus in the city.* At Utc great festival of the I 'assera, 
celebrated in October by the Goorkhasuf Sepautnll «*»» 
court* tire elated, and all pfhfoiret* tn gaol are removed 'n«n 
the precincts of the city ; but those who arc imprisoned aw Me 
the -ity do iKH Itave to change ilwrlr place ot confinement at 
the lime of the Oasscih - 4 This Ncpaulcsc custom appears 
strongly to support the explanation here suggested of such 
gaol-deliveries. For observe that the prisoner* are uni released, 
but merely removed from the city. The intention h llicrefree 
not to allow them to share the general frapp! ncs. 
to rid titc dty of their inopportune presence at the f&ii. il 
Before quitting the subject of knots I may lie alliav. l: 
to hazard a conjecture as to the meaning of the famous 
Gordian knot, which Alexander the Great, failing in his 
*P* '«“»■ effort* to untie it, cut through with his sword. In Gordium, 
the siidont capital of the king* of Phrygia, there was p«’ 
»i’n.cd a waggon of tthich tlic yoke was fastened to the p° l<: 
by a '-trip of cornel-b-irk or a viiic-shoot twisted and tied i [i 
an intricate knot. Tradition ran that the waggon had be*" 
dedicated by Midas, the first king of the dynasty, and that 
whoever untied the knot woukl be tuler of Asia** i cihap* 
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tlie ktitil win a talisman with which the fat' ■>! the dynasty 
was hd.it ved to lie bound up in such a way ti i't whenever 
the knot WL1* loosed the reign of ihe dynasty would come 
(D mi end- We have swn (hut the magic vimir ascribed 
to knots is flaiunitsv enough aun'O.-'d 1 ** ’'* v * 01,1 v u> lo1p K 

*« they tern. lied- if the Ciofdhn knot wui tlw WI* 

limit oJ thn Phrygian kings, I he ioc-ii fame it en;oyc *, na 
guaranteeing to them the rule of Phrygia, might easily 
exunimrated by dhtant rumour into a report tluit the v 
df Asia Itself would fall to him who should undo lhr wotidunu 
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Thr**»- ft*- tljrAHE-K to discriminate! dearly between woids arid thlngi, 
commonly fancits that the Jink between a name 
ii.i *ai-i aiitl the? purlin or thing denominated by i t is not a mere 
^bfirery and idenl assodatloni but a real and substantial 
■_»■■!-. ho ld which indies the (wo in such a way that nujlc imy 
^MjitiinV h_ wrafcghl on a mi!i ju^t as easily through hb name as 
2j^**(hmugh hb burr, tut natbj or any other material part ol 
.vlL hi* person- 1 In bef p primitive man regards hfe name as 
n viraJ rf himself and takes care of it accordingly, 

PbrMijh A. Thu?, for exam].■k, the North American Indian * regards hi* 
name, not jh a mere label, but as a distinct part of \\is j>cr 
wuKit> i JIXB1 *a much as are his eyes nr his teeth, mid believer 
that injury will result *a surely from the malicious handling of 
hia name as from a wound indicted on any pari of Ids physic*! 
Or^ninn, This behef wai found among the various tribd 
from ihc Atlantic to The Pacific, anti lias occasioned a 
number of curious regulation* hi regard to the concealment 
And change of names, h may be on this account itrat both 
Powhjuan and Pocahontas arc known in history under 
iwutntii ;ip|)eItadc>Er». their true nattier having been con- 
celled from The whitca iiniQ the pseudonym* were to* 
nrndy ciialiiEshed to be supplanted Should his prayer* 
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have no apparent effect when treating a patient lot some 
riciiijiis Him ns, live shaman sometime cnndifdcs I lint the 
name S» affected, and accordingly goes 10 water, with wiiiniw 
appropriate ceremonies, ami el iris tens The patient with 
new tvnme, by which he is henceforth 10 Ixt known; He 
then begins afresh, repeating tlie formulas with tlic new 
nani' <elcctcd for the patient, in tile confident hojie that ills 
HflfbrjM will be CJtiwltcd with success*" 1 Sonic Esquimau* 

pike new fttimc* when they arc old, hoping thereby to get si 
new lean: of life.® The Tobmyxtos of central Celebes 
believe tliai if you write a rnaiiV name down you can carry 
off lit* v,ni along with it. On that account lbe Insulin an of 
a village appeared uneasy when Mr, A* C. Krui.il wrote 
down hb name. He entreated the missionary to etr^n it, 
ami was only rr.vvtiired on being told that it was not Ids 
real name but merely Ids second name that had been put u« 
paper. Again, what the sunn- nusstorimjr <s^k down the 
names of villager from the lips or a woman, she Hiked him 
anxiously if he would not thereby take away the mill of the 
vill.ig"S mil sr* cause the inhabitants to fall sick.* If ue 
may judge from 1 he evidence of language, this crude 
conception of tin: relation of names to persons was widely 
prevalent, if not universal, among the forefather* of ihr 
Aryan race. For an analysis of the wurd» for " name in 
the varicii 1 languages of that great family of sjJterh points 
to the conclusion that - the Celts, and certain other widely 
separated Aryans, unless we should rather say the whole 
Aryan family, believed at one time not only that the name 
was a pari of the man, hut that it was that part of him 
which is termed ihe soul, the breath of life, or whatever you 
truiy djixv.e to define it as being."* However this may 
have been imtnng Live primitive Aryans, it is quite certain 
ihnt many savages at ihe present day regard their names as 
vital iiarls of themselves, and therefore take great pains to 
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conceal thdr red names, lest these should give to evfl- 
illij <vwd j*r waits 3 luirtrfte by which to injeif their owner*. 

ThuB. to begin with the savages who nut Is at the bottOtn 
■if the ftodil scnk, we tue told that the secrecy with which 
jmnng the Australian aborigines personal names are often 
kept fmm general knowledge " arises in great measure fmm 
the turlkf that an case my, who knows ytiur name, has in it 
some thing which he can use magically to your detriment * 
“Art Australian black" says another writer, “is always very 
unwilling to tell hi* real n.ttue, and there Is no doubt that 
I hi, rclucsunce is dn; to the frai that though his name he 
may be injured by •.nr.-erara.’* * On Ik,but River in Queens- 
laud the wkiirds, in order U> practise tlwtr arts against some 
one, “ need mily to know the name of the person in question, 
and for thi* rea.«on they rarely use their pio| 3 « name* in 
addressing or tpcaking of cadi other, but simply thdr class 
nitmrs,"* In the tribes of south-eastern Australia '*whtn 
the: new name is giwt, at initiation, the child s name 
becomes secret, not to be revealed to strangers, or to be 
mentioned by friend* The re^+ou ap|>c,ii' t - k tliat a 
name is part of a person,and therefore can b; made nsc oJ 
to that person's detriment by any who Wish so ' catch him 
by evil magic . 11 * Thus among the Yuirt (if Sew South 
Wales the totem name is said to have been something magical 
rather (hart a mere name in our sense, and it was kept secret 
lest nn enemy should injure its hearer by sorcery The name 
was revealed to a youth by bis father at Initiation, but «*}’ 
few other people knew iL* Another writer, who knew the 
Australians well, ubservei that in many tribes ihc bdiel 
prevails “ Mutt ihe life of an enemy may be taken by the 
use of hi* name In incantations. The consequence of this 
|J:-4 k, this in the tribe* in ttdttcb it obtunts. the name 
of the male id givrfl up fur ever at the time when he wider 
goe* the first of a series of ociciiuiiiiea which end in confer¬ 
ring the rights of manhood. In such tribes a man has no 
name, pad wheu a atm dr vires to attract the attention of 
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any mote of his. tribe? who is out of his boyhood, instead of 
calling him by name, lie addresses him as brother, ricpheiv, ^ 
or cousin, as the ease uiay bc r of by the name of the class nwms. 13= 
to which Jic belting. I used to notice* when \ lived amongst jjjjjjjjjjj. 
the fiangeraiig, that the mmXfr which the males bore in 
infancy were ^oon almost forgotten by t im tribe/' 1 it may 
be questioned, liowevrr. whether the writer wluioi I have just 
quoted Was not deceived in thinking that among these tr 5 !>---> 
men gave li j j their hulKkliul name* on [±a*iing tluough thr 
Lvir.ixiony nf Initiation Into manhood, It h more in harmony 
with savage belief* and practices to gupjxisc either that the 
old names were retained but tlrojqwfd our of use hi daily Sire, 
or that new names were given -d inflation and Mtlufouvty 
co n tea led from fear of sorcery. A missionary whu redded 
among the aborigines at Lake Tyef>, in Victoria, in forms ua 
Shat "the blacks havr great objection* to speak of a pcrmti 
by namii In speaking to each other they address the 
person spoken to a? brother* cousin, friend, or whatever 
relation the per s*m spoken to h<ars* Sometime* a black 
bears a name w hich we would term merely a nickname a< 
i he left-handed, or the had-banded,, or the Hlilc man. They 
would speak of a f^ereon by this name while living, hut they 
would never mention the proper name. I found great diffi¬ 
cult}" in collecting the native names of the htacks here. 1 
found afterwards that they had given me wrong names ; and* 
on asking the reason why, was informed they had two or 
throe names, bat they never mentioned their right name for 
fear anyone got it, when they would die/ 1 * Amoogit ihc 
tribe* of central Australia. every man* woman, and child has, 
besides a personal name winch is in common u*e. a secret or 
sacred name width Is bestowed by the older men upon Itlin 
or her sixni aftci birth, and w hich h known to none but the 
folly initialed members of the nrottp. This secret name Is 
never mentioned except ujjojs the most solemn occasion* ; to 
utter it in iUr hearing' of women or of men of another group 
would be a most scdtrtw breach of tribal custom, as serious as 
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(he most flagrant cast of Kttdkge among nunelvia. When 
meiuiunirj at nil, ih* n.nitc is spoken -Jrtly tn <i whisper, and 
not unlit the piust derate preciuiioni have been taken 
that n shafl l>« heaid by no our but m timbers of the gn"J|' 
-The unlive thinks, that a arranger knowing hit. iKcrci 
tiame would have 3 pedal power to work him til by mean} 
of magic* 1 

tin Mit> The sanw fear seems in have led to a custom nf the --nme 
b« MTt ftniot 'U sl 'he ancient Egyptians, whose comparatively 
M p*U* high civilisation was strangely dashed and chequered with 
relics of the leweal HVttgory. Every Egyptian received 
ht PcWt two names, which were known tcsjieeuvely as the true 
name and the gw*! name, or the great uattts and the little 
ih» INa fnm r; iiul while the good or little name was made public, 
f "' 111 * tlie true or great muse appears to have been carefully 

amcraTn^ 1 Similarly in Abyssinia at ibe present day it is 
cmimnary fes conceal the real name which a pcr^xiii receives 
m baptism and w call him only by a sort of nickname which 
][[-, mother give* him mi leaving the cbtirch The reason 
fit; thU conoslfrtent h th-il a wrccrcr cannot act upm a 
ptfuQtl vrhg&e real name he doe* (Hit know. but if he hnS 
ascertained his victim - * real name, the mngktan eahes a par¬ 
ticular Wmd nf raw, and rmitlrrJng toaethlrtg over it bends 
it inin a drek «nd place'* ii unitor a stone. The perron 
aimed at ij taken III at the my moment of the bending of 
the *trmw: and if the suaw smjM, he diejc* A Rrahmatl 
child revive* two quo for common use, the other a 

secret name whkh none hut hb father and mother %l\u\M 
know. The latte? it only used at cassmn flies such a* 
marriagt. Ihc cits tom U intended to protect the person 
a^ainit magic, since a charm only become cfftximl In 
combination with thr real name. 4 Amongst the Kru 
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negroes uJ We A Africa a mji's teal name is ahvdy* eon* 
CCSlvd fl'OttJ ‘ill but hi* I' Liki- .’1 i I. | iltlUll^ i to filhcr JlCOpfo 
nc b known only under an assumed name . 1 The Ewe- 
speaking j^dt of tli'.- Slave Court <! believe lluu there b a 
real and material eoimcxfou between a mans find hb name* 
and tli ail by rrsr j J 4 ■. of sin name injury may lx done to the 
ilium An lliiimaiimi u( ihb lias been given fn the cave nf 
she tree-slump Hi lt b beaten with a Niane icxompa^ the 
death of an enemy* for the name of that em my b not pro¬ 
nounced solely with the object of mfor suing the aniiit tiling 
principle of the stump who it Is wjmsc kath h desired* but 
ill rough a belief thal t by pronrumdng the name, the person- 
ality -af the man who bt.nn it b rn ^>me way brought to 
the itump" 3 The Wotef* of Senega mhia are very much 
AJittoyctl rf any one cal la them in a !oud vdec, even by day; 
for they say that their name will be rcmtrnbcrcd by -in evil 
spirit ani made use of by hEm to do rhi m n mi&ehjef at 
night/ Similarly, tin: natives of Nias believe ihat harm may 
be done tu -i jjci vopj by the dfitiuua who hear his name pro* 
flounced Hence the names of infrtnts, who orr csiH-ciijIfcy 
exposed to the assaults of evil uplifts, arc never spoken ; 
and often in haunted spots* such as the gloomy depths of 
the forest. the banks of a river, or beside a buiiblmg spring, 
men will abstain from calling each other by I heir names for 
a iike reason/ Among the hill tribes of Assam each indi¬ 
vidual h&s a private name which may not be revealed. 
Should arty one imprudently allow his private name lo be 
known,, the whole village is tabooed for two days and a 
feast is provided at [lit expense of the culprit/ A Mane^re. 
of the upper valley of the Aiwoor, will never mention Ins 
own name onr that of one of bia LcJJow*- Only the names 
of children ate an exccptfofl to this rule/ A Bsgobo 
ntan ef Mindanao, otic of the Philippine tsIsjuK never 
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utter* Ills own iiiinie from fear of bem* turned M° 0 
ravcii^ because ihr raven cmaki out Jis own «inme.i 
“Ihc natives of the Fast i tirlinn Lshmil of Hum,, and the 
Man^garais of West Flores are forbidden by custom to 
mention I hair own name *, 1 When l r afuir liad received 
h h death wciund from Sigurd, he .liked his slayer what hi* 
iiAine was* but the cunning Sigurd concealed his real name 
and mentioned a Tahc one, because he wdi knew him 
potent Are the word* of a dying man when he curse* hi* 
enemy by name . 1 

The Indiana of Chiioc p a large bland off the southern 
coast of Chiii, keep their names secret and do not like to 
have them uttered aloud; for they say that there ho* fairies 
or imps on time mainland or neighbouring islands who, il 
they knew folk's names, would do them an injury; hut sq 
long as they do not know the native?!, these mischievous 
sprites are powerless . 4 The Araucjinhmd, who inhabit the 
mainland of Chili to the worth of Chiloe, will hardly ever 
tell l Hi^wgrr their names because they fear that lie would 
thereby acquire some supernatural power over ticmselveii. 
Asked his name by a stimngcr, who is ignorant of their 
sustentions, an An ucanian will answer, " 1 have tome." * 
Names taken f - m plant*, birds, «f other ii vtural object? are 
be-lowed 031 the [ndlaits of Guiana at tlirir blrlh by thdr 
paienli or the incdkm^iriaii, * but thc^ names seem of 
little use* in that owners have a very strung objeelinn to 
idling or using them, apparently on the ground that the 
fldiDfr ii part of the man* urn! that lie who know* the name 
ha* part of the Owner of that name in his power. To avoid 
any danger of spreading knowledge of their name*, one 
Indian, tlscrefnre, gem-ralty addnes ^ another only according 
to the rrlat^nihtp of 5 lie caller and thir called, os brother* 
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shier, father* molhcT, ond =n on ; nr, when there b no 
relationship, is boy, gir] m n^nion, And so of? 1'hfic 
terms, there.for:, practically form the narrits actually used 
by Eziclii.il ir> among* r Ihe in itdvcsT 1 Among*! Ehir Indians of 
the fiwijira peninsula in Colombia it. is a punishable offence 
10 mention a man's name ; in aggravated cases heavy com¬ 
pensation is demanded 1 The Indians of Darien never fell 
their names, and when one of them is asked , 44 Wlint is yom 
name?" He answers* ri I Have none .' 11 For example, ihc 
tjtiaiiri of Panama, J like she grcuter port of the American 
Indiana, has several timnc^ bat Shat under which he is 
known tr> lib rclaU'ons anti friends Is never mentioned to a 
stranger; according to tbcb ideasa strangerwlw should learn 
a man's name would obtain a secret power over trim. As U* 
the gir]?, they generally have no name of their own up to the 
a-e of puberty*" * Among the Tejseh wants of Mexico a narne 
h a aaercd thing, and they never tell their teal native itumc^i 

In North America superstitions of the name sort .ire &ra;!« 
current. " Names bestowed with ceremony fn ehildlifxxl / 1 
«y* Schoolcraft, "are deemed sacred* and arc utldoni p™^i 
pronounced, out of respect, it would *ecith to the apbita™™ ^ 
under whtttc favour they are supposed to have been selected, 
Children arc usually called in the family by mine name 
which c-iti !*; familiarly used 114 The Sttvajr.^ of N> ,’■ 

Mexico afr most unwilling to reveal their own Indian 
names or those of their friends ; they generally go by senue 
Mexican name* which they hove received from the whites . 1 
“ No A pitch c will give hb name to a stranger, fearing some 
hidden jmwer may thus foe placed in the Granger a hand ter 
hip detriment, 11 * The Toitkawe Indiana of Texan will give 
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their children Cnpiftnclu and EnjgTWb mines in aJ.Jilioit to 
then- mlitt nmnei, wlm h they arc un willing to communicate 
^ifecto other. ; fnr they bdkve llutt when somebody calls A 
AbwxU^ 1 ,r: E ’ i; ° n by h is or her M< l tive n rt me ..!! c j r 3 c a lEl i) ir spi r; 1 o! 
r &h**b the deceased m^v fawr Et h and may be prompted to take 
revenge on such as dHltfriH:d hist , where** U tbr spirit 
be called by 4 n.tmc Ar«wri from another limguii^c, it will 
pay no fttied* Speaking of the Californian lndmtu T and 
especially of the Nishinam tribe, a welbiitfornicd writer 
observes i u One can vcjy wh!f>tn Icmri an Indians **nd 
never n squaw's Indian namct though they will tell 
thdr American thte readily enough, - Nd -qusw will 
reveal her own r^rne, Iml she will tell nil her nriph- 
bora 1 dial she can think of. For the reason above given 
many people believe that half thn squaws have nr> names at 
all ’ So fiit i* this from the truth that every one pussies 
at least one and sometimes two or three .'’ 1 BlftfiMuol 
Indiana believe thru, they would be unforturutte in all t tacit 
niidcrtakiSigs If they Wert to spe ik their narqe ^ 1 When 
the Cauadi.m Indians were aifced their iiam^, they tised 
to bang thrir heads in siimice or answer lhat they did not 
know* WV.-ti an Ojehway is asked his name, he will look 
at jijme by^LuuIrr and ask him to unswur, r1 This reluctance 
arise- ftons mi itnpr£irimt Uiey receive when young* 'hat if 
they repeat their own names It will prevent l Sicir growth* 
anil they will be simill In stature. On account os thb 
unwillingness to tell ttadr imuts, many si rangers have 
fancied that they either have m names, or have forgotten 
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in llit* !*U ease m© arr«j*!c icons to Lie felt about 
»iminURic 4 lrtt£ a man'' name lo vttnn^iji. add no 111 effect! 
a[»i>c3r to Iw dn-mlfsi a> 4 convqucin^ or divulging It; harm 
fa nn!y dime wh^n a namr f .5 spoken by hs owner. Why ls 
thi, f and why in purlieu hi r *l«>nld a mad be thought to 
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stunt his growth b y uttering his own name? We may con- a*nr* 
lecture ih^l to gunRgdF safe ael anti think Am a perien , #^^“ 
name only seems to be a pan of Jumsdf when It fa in trued mfirt 
firiih hi own breath ; uttered by the breath of f>\hm h \m*\ ' ' 1 A 
no dial connexion with him* ntid no harm can enme to him 
through \L Whereas so these primitive philo ophtr* may 
have argued, when s man lets his own name para hi* lip*, 
he h parting with a living piece of himself* and if he persists 
in so reckless a course he must certainly end by dissipating 
lii= energy and dvsltermg hi* constitiition, Many a broken- 

down debauchee. many a feeble frame waited with disease, 
may have been pointed out by ihcsn simple mondial* to 
their awe-struck dfecipkl as a fearful example of the fate 
Lhat must sooner or Inter overtake the profligate who in¬ 
dulges i mm imIl lately in the reductive habit of mentioning 
Ids own namc- 

However we may explain It* the fact Eft Certain that l( '' n '' h(l 

, / L . ' f _ win Q& 

many a savage evinces the strongest reluctance to pronounce.. 

his own name, while at the same time he tnakes no objection 

nt id! tr- other people pfotioimditg ft* and will even invite u^ie 

them to do w for him hi order to satisfy the ttfriewily of If| 

an his]ii{fitijve stranger Thus m ioitw f^ul* ■ -! Mjidujjaateir h i tu* 

it is /dJr nr tab^o fur a pcrMni to tell liis own ttanK\ hut a HVlt 

ifave ur attendant will answer fur him, 1 H Chatttog with an 

old Saha lava while the men wen: packing up, we happened 

to ask him Id* name; whercu[ou U politely requested tw 

to a*ik one of hit servants standing by. Ort c^prciring 

aitonidiment that lie should have forgotten til*, lie told us 

that h was ftid} tabooed) for rise of his. tribe to pronounce 

his own natut. Wc found this was perfectly true In that 

< E* strict,. but it Is not the e-i.se with I be SakaUva a few days 

farther down the riven* 1 The ^une curEoui istCQiishtcucy, 

an U may scion to us, fs recorded of some- tribes of Am mean 

Enduing Thun we are tokl that M ihc name of an American 

hi titan is s sacred things not to be divulged by the 

hiuir.clf without due cony idemHoa One may ask ft WATtwf 

*1 fill™, T*t r.W,f/ A?ri**n OW 4fawwn» .Jjm-irf rt^rf 
ftA pW {IjKlilWU tsfioh I iSU ,- 1 *:::’-^ >rt L p 35 
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ii«M «ii* of my iHltf 1o give Sri* mime, and the question will I** met 
miiKn w **h a point-blank refusal or the more diplomatic 

^ i f bai be chi mol understand what E< wanted of him. 

The mument a friend approaches the wnmfvr first mlcrnog- 
flterI wil1 w,al ,a w*«tcd, a ltd the friend tan tell 

riTiotor the name, receiving it reciprocation of the courtesy from 
iiittti the Other/ 1 Thii genomJ -statement applies, far sample, 
to the Indian tribo of British Columbia, as to whom it is 
*n.dd ill at H One of their strangest prejudices, which appears 
U> prn.iide .<!] tribes .dike, is a dislike to idling their name* 
—thm you never get a man's right name from htinkerf; 
hilt they will tell cadi others names without hesitation/ * 
Though it is considered wry rude for a stranger to ask an 
Apache his name, mid the Apache will never mention it h£m- 
-^if, he will :dJow his friend a; \m side to mention it for him* 
Tht AbJpmics of South America thought basin in a mart to 
fitter lua own name, bin they would tell each other's names 
freely ; when Father DrphtizhoiTcr asked a si ranger Indian his 
name, the man would nudge hk neighbour with Ids elbow 
iis a -tirpi Thai hi;! Companion should answer the question^ 
Snmc of the Maleniut Kttjmin.itjx of Bering Strati dislike 
very much to pronounce their own names ; If a man be 
asked his name he will appe.ir ctmfused and will .grntrraJIy 
turn to a bystander, and request him to mention it far hint 1 
In the whole of the East Indian Archipelago the etiquette 
is die rfime. As a general rale no one will utt^r kh own 
name. To enquire. " What is your liimsB?* fa a very in¬ 
delicate question in native society When in the course of 
administrative or judicial btidfie** a native fa a^ked his name, 
inyttad of replying he will look at Ufa comrade to indicate 
that he k to answer for him, or he will say straight, out, 
" A&k him The stipembbui fa current all over tht East 
Indies without exception. - and It h found also among the 
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ftfotii un«! MolUtnattf tribes of Hritfsh New Guinea, 1 ihe 
Pupituns of Fin^cb Haven in German New Guinea,® Ihc 
Nufoon of Dut h New Guimrx* EintJ ihc frldaiic'mn* of the 
BL- : niaick ArcWpelfkgo/ Among many tribe? of South 
Afrk^ men psnd women never mention thi?fr name* if they 
an get any one else to do Se for them, but they do not 
absolutely refuse when it eannnl be avoided? No \Varna 
wilt tell his nune^ but he does not ubjeCi to being addressed 
by it? Amrpng tlie Mami," when a man is called or spoken 
ID, tie is Addressed by fife father^ namv L and hh own name 
is only used when speaking to his mother* It hi considered 
unlucky for a man to be addressed by name. The methods 
employed in finding out whan an individual \$ called seem 
apt to lead to confusion If a man is asked bis name, tie 
rcptles by giving that of hi* father, and to arrive at bis own 
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name it necessary to jiftk .1 third pcfjwii, or to ask him 
wli.it is 1 he Marne of lib mother, There b nn objection to 
muithej J [rttmn irioukmiiig hi* ttfitUC even in his presence 1 
We -lit! told tli.lL the WAfiyamimi dwem always Address 
each other as "Mule* or" Friend / 1 and a man soinctjntes 
quite forgets lib own imnc jiud lm$ to be reminded of h by 
another/ The writer who itinkes this statement was pfob- 
ahly unaware of the iduciiocc of many savages tt> utter 
thdr own inunc-H, and lion:;: li. Eniduuk tliai rrluctLu.ee for 
forgetfuliics*- In Ugiuulu no qitcr will mei.tkm Ills totem. 
If It is uvazmFy thai it should b-^ known, he will ask n 
bystander to mention h for him* The E* Lua In the 
Congo rcgktn nrr unwilling to pronounce the name oJ 
their trite ; if tiny are pressed un the ^ubjeel, they will 
call an ^nme foreigner to give the required in format ion/ 
w ,*[>-**, Sometimes the embargo bid an pcf*oui] name* b not 

Un!iST*a pCOTanonl , it ti conditional chi drain [mince*, and whm 
■trrMwfN the>r change it ccjak- to operate, Thu W her- the Nandi 
£7b7r 1 then are away on * fumy, nobody l home may pronounce 
the name* of rhe nitwit warriors . they must be referred to 
a* bird? Should a child ^ far ibigct itself is to mention 
***?*** one of the distant ones byname. She mother would rebuke: 
w 1 *■ kt saying, Jl Dorft talk of the blrdi who am in ihc heaven*-"' 

Among the Hangah of the Upper Congo, while a man is 
fishing and when he n: turret with hia ciitcli, liLi proper name 
ia in nbeyauce and nobody may mention it Whatever the 
fisbennan's real name may be, he Is called mm!* without 
distinction The rostou 1 $ that the river Is full of spirit^ 
who, if thay heard ihe fiiibcfm ins real name, might m work 
against him that he v.<uUJ catdi little or nothing* Even 
when he hai caiiglu hi® fuh and landed with them, the buyer 
mutt rtill not address him by hit proper name, hut must 
only call him feitiw/r ; for oven tlien* if the apIriLi were lo 
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hear hh proper name, they would either bear it in mini! and 
serve Kim gat another day, ur ihi-y might mi mor ih< jrWi he 
h*id t-nught that he woukl grl scry lit lie rur them. Hence 
the fbhcrmrm i^ri extract heavy damages from any bod) who 
mentions bis nume, nr can compel the though dess speaker to 
relieve him of ibe ftjb nr a. [rood price 30 as to restore hb 
luck. 1 When the iiulka ot New Britain arc near the territory' 
nf their cncmtesihe Gatrtei they take care not to mem ion 
them by their proper mcm% believing that were ihey 10 do i o, 
their ftiea would attack And slay them. Hence fit these 
cfrcvimEtanccs they a peak of the Gal: mi sis fofittjb* that is, 

'I he rotten trce-trimk-O and they imagine that by calling tJ-r:m 
Shat tJit*y make iiic limb* of Uirli dreudtid ennniies ponderous 
and clumsy tike log*. 1 Tilts cxnmplc iLlustrntc- the ex* 
tfemfdy materlalbtie view whldi ill, sc suvages lake of the 
nature of word* , they supj»o*e tluil the mete insenmet of 
ati exprauthui signify mg. duinsiiu^-- will bom^jopathteally 
with dumstiies* the limli* of their distant fvcmua 
Another JlUlsIrsttim nf ilii■ citribu- mltcur^ejitiou h furnished 
by a Caflrc atipenlition that the character of a younfr thief 
can lx: reform^ by shunting 1 his name over 11 boiling keltic 
of m 'dleate ! water, thru dapping a lid on the kettle and 
living the hi>mt to sleep in lh* water for urveral days. 

It I- not in the I'eajsi ueces-aiy that the *hki rduuild he 
aware of ihe use that fa bvtrig made cT Kb naror behind hb 
Kicks the moral reformation will Ik cfTeeled wllhuirt tils 
knowledge. 1 

When it is deemed ncc?r~$ary that & man's real name r H or-arr r? 
should be kept secret, it is often customary, as wc hove 
to cull him by b surname or nickname- As dhtifigiiLshed p»|ii*‘* 
from the real or primary name^ these secondary names are 
uppurently held to be no part of the man himself, *p that isu’nm 
they may be frerjy used mid divulged to everybody vvbhowt *^!s™ 
endangering his safety thereby. Sometimes in order to 
avoid the use of \m own mtmc a man will be called after 
Isis child, Thiis we arc itifonncd that - thc Gippsland * lm 
1 Rn. J, 13 W^n f -l Anshi.^ 1 A- 3’*rkb *-n i JAnu% ^irf m 
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t ta!* biiitka objected strongly to tel any one outside the nil* 

HKkTn ^ E1|)W ^ ir Hamc ^ lest ihdr enemies, ttanUnjj them, should 

SumT* j make them vehicles of incarnation- end so charm their livers 

^ nti away* A3 children were not thought to have enemies* they 

uicd to ^pi ttk of a "Lj'lii iti, the father, unde, or cousin of 
Sa-and^o, 1 minting a *:luld; but on all occA$\am abstained Horn 
mentioning the name of o grown-up person.* 1 Similarly 
aiuong the Nufoors of Dutch New Guinea, gvnwn-iip persons 
who are related by marriage may not mention cutcli other's 
names, but It b lawful to mention the names of child red ; 
lienee En order to ile-ugunle a permit Who*: name they may 
not pronounce they will speak of him or her as the father *ji 
mother of So-and-su. 1 The ALfoor* or Po», fn Celebes, 
w{\\ not pmrmunce their own names. Among them, accord¬ 
ingly, if you wish to ascertain a person's name, you ought 
licit to ask the man himndf, hut -should enquire of others. 
But if this i* imp^rtale, for example, when there b rio one 
else near, you □liquid ask him hi# chiid's name, and then 
add l ess him aj« the * Father of So- a n d - &l> 11 Nay, i hese AI foor± 
arc dry of uttering the mtnn even of children , when a 
hoy or girl has a nephew or niece, he or site is addressed 
as " Uncle of So-and^* f w of 11 A uni of So-and+so* 1 I n pure 
Malay society, we Life to!d, a man h never asfced h*s name, 
ami the custom of miming parents after rheir children is 
adopted only as :t means of ftvoiding the use of the patents 1 
own names. The writer who makes tbil statement adds 
in confirijinttou of it that childless persons ^re named after 
thifir younger brothers. 1 Among the land Dyaks of 
norfihem Borneo children as they grow up arc called, 
according to their sex, the father or mother of a child of 
their father's or mothe/a younger brother or sister, 41 that ls k 
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they ant culled like father or nether of wbat wc slitmid 
tall ifcitir first coi»frL Tin! CsAbi tistd to think it ilia- 
counmus to call a bride by bet own name, so I Key would 
<all her "the Mother of So-and-so/' even when ^hc tvas only 
betrothed, Car less a wife and a mother , 1 Anion - the Koki& 
and Zend- e-r Kaelia Nagas of Amelia parents drop their 
own ruirtur* After the birth of a child «td arc named Father 
And Mother of So-end-sOr Childless obopfcs go by the 
names uf 11 the chfldJcs- father," * the mother ; 1 11 the 

father of w child" “the mother of po child " 1 A Zulu 
woman may nol utter her husbands mime; if she speaks to 
or of him the say a, M Father of So-and-^o / 1 meiitiqpin^ Hue 
name of one of hfs children , 1 A Hindoo woman will not 
name b r husband If *hr hits to idsr to him she Will 
designate Kim as the father oF her child or by some other 
periphrasis The widespread custom of naming a father n* 
after his child ha* sometimes been aipjwsed lo spring jlOTI™™^ 
a desire on the father's part to assert hU paternity. ■p|wr- 
ftntiy as a means of obtaining those rights over ha children ^’iLr 
which had previously* under a system of mmlurr-Sritt, been 
possessed by the mother . 1 Hut this j^ptmilbn doe* mi 
account for the parallel custom of naming she mother after 1 
her chitdi which seems commonly to ca-exim with the ptinitan 
practice of naming the father after the child, Still kw. 
jKJSHjblt, does it apply to the customs of calling childless j^rvur 
couples the father and mother of children which do 
exist, of i.amini; people after their younger brothers, and efitfrwS «. 
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dr signal] i-g children a? Hit: uni:ltv> .mil mint of So-wnT-io, 
nr a* tht r f.nlietit and mo liters of their first cousins. But 
ill! til [/f.-i'-ticf - arc explain J in -i simple end ii.tlursl 
way ff we suppose tint they originate in * reluctance 
in utter sire real nanus of [ntfson* addressed or directly 
referred m Tint reluctuncc is probably l».iwd piirtly on a 
frar of attracting tju.- mil fee of evil spirits, partly on 4 dread 
of revealing the irame H> surmera, who would thereby obtain 
a handle for injuring the owner of the name.’ 
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| 2 . Niijntf flf Nrtnhatof fftht&pd 

It mi^hl tmiurnlly h w exptctirU that the tt me *ht tv 
commonly maintained with regard to personal names would 
br droplet or m least relaxed among rHfttions -mi) 1'ticruis m- tprikn 
Hut the K(nrv. uf Hits i- often :he It h (Hrtisdy rhr ','J ^U 

pmom most liilim-itdy connected by Wood and e | :cia!l; ■ ^ s - 
by ttutriage to ivlioni the tulo applies with the ({rtitest^ 
stringency. Such [maple are often forbidden, not only to 
pronounce each other's names., but oven to inter ordinary 
word* which resciqhlo ot have a Jingle syllable in common 
with th»*'c names. Tlie persons virTio are thus mutually 
debarred from mentioning each other'# names itro especially 
husbands .1 ml wivt=, n man and his wife's parents, and a 
woman end her tijuhandtl Father, For example, umiwiR the wmi'i 
C aflres of South Africa a «omim may not publicly pronounce 
the birth-name of her hmhtmd or of any of llts brothers, nor cun- 
may -he u« the Interdicted word in Its ordinary sense. If 
her hitsKiiiri, for Fn si aura, be called u-Mpaka, from iiuf>nka t 
a small feline animal, she must speak of that beast by sonic 
Other name 1 Further, a Cafirc wife Is forbidden to pro- 
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SVrrrr r » ItClStflvV CViMI EACIIIaH^ th^ fflUTM^ of hiX fattier-111 dllW *11 d flf 

ICf a11 lu!7 h,lrta *^* I* 1 ***™* fc the amending line; and 

fwfri whenever the emphalk syJUblc of any of their iiamc* occurs 
in Another word, ulic tmil avoid it by «ubsiftuimg dilicr on 
entirety new word, or, at trsuc, another sylLablc In its pkuza 
lld-nrc this cmlmtt ha.% givers rise U> an almost distinct 
buigiiag^ <mttmg the women* which the Caflres call Ukuitfa 
Kuwfnrf&ri or r ‘ women's speech," 1 The {nteiprctadcHl of 
thin 11 women 1 * speech* is naturally very diflkuli, M for no 
definite rules can Ik given fur die formation of there auhsii- 
tuted wnreb, nnr is ir pebble to farm it dfdfannry of them, 
their^ number being go great—-aince there may many 
women, even fn (lie same tribe, who would l*e no mote rft 
liberty to use I he .substitute* employed by some others than 
they sire to use the original words them selves. 1 " 1 A CaflVc 
man* on his side, may no: mention the name of his mother- 
in-law, nor may she pronounce his; but he is free to niter 
words in which the emphatic syJhbte of her name occur*. J 
In Northern ffyasasdand no woman will apeak the name of 
her husband or even use a word that may be ajmonyrnmii 
with It If die were to cat! 1dm by his proper name, she 
believes it would be unlucky and would affect her powers of 
CDciceptloiL In like manner women abstain* fur fUpetfStttkHis 
fiction^ from u*[ng the common names of art tele? 01 foot!* 
which they designate by terms peculiar to thcmsdvesJ 
Among the KoeuJc5 , at the tiuilli - western end of Lake 
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Nyassii, ;i wfjpnan may not mcnrlrm thr* name of bet father- >^-.r.r= m 
ioiuw ; indeed she in ay not even apeak to him nor nee him. 11 
Among the Bare» and tkjgos of Kastern Africa n woman 
never mentions her husband's mine, a Iktgrj wife would 5Ei2£ 
ntllier be unfaithful to him than commit tile mnnmus iin 
of allowing ImBIMHOT io puss her lips . 1 Among the I Causes 
" Lhc first-boni son is never called by his para ills by tifa 
name; Indeed they will not even spcilc with him if other 
people are present. The same rule holds good pi" the fiot 
husband and the first wife/ 1 In anthpuiy Ionian mmrn 
wuuJd not call their hutbsttd# bp iheir mum * 4 W hite the 
rft&a of Ceres were be trig performed in Rome, no one might 
rum to a f+itiierr or j daughter. 4 Among the South Slavs at 
the present day 1msbands and wive* will not menixart each 
other's liftmen and a young wife may not calf any 03 her 

tiouwiUit^ bv their true r:■nines ; bhr. must Invent O; 3t leas! 
adapt obIjlt name* for them* A Krr^hii woman dart= irul 
pm [jounce the tiamt* of tlie older rtl.ilrmia of her husband, 
nor even mz word* which resemble Uiod in souiuL her 
example, if one of these refatkiLi is caUed Shepherd* *he 
may not sjie.sk of sheep, hut mtwl call them M the bleating 
cmrs H ; if hh name h Lamb, die must refer 10 Lambs 
"the young of the bleating one*/ 1 After m4tmi;c an Aleo 
wife may not mention her husband* name; to di. *0 would 
be deemed equivalent to killing him,* Among the Sgams 
a Karen tribe of Burma, children never mention their 
parents + name*. 1 A Tod a man may not utter llus name* of 
hh mothers brother* hi- grandfather *nd grtridpvbthtf, hb 
wifcV mother, and of the mini from whom be has received 
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hi i wife, who h usually the wife's father. All these nam^ 
arc tabooed lo him in the 3 ifcC i mr uf the persons who bear 
them, and after death the prohibitions art not only main 
tahicd hut extended/ In southern India wives believe that 
to tell their lure hand's name or to prnfioimce it even in a 
dream would bring him to nn tint 1 mdy emt Further, they 
may not metrtfon the imoresof their ptifent*. their pamrits-Sn 
law* and their bt utters-tu-kiw and shuars-tn-taw/ Among 
the Qjchways tilft bauds and wives never mention each others 
names : a union;: the Ouuduis a man and his falher-trt-Iaw 
and mother-in-law will on no account Utter cacti other 4 * 
Domes In company/ A Dacota w is not allowed to address 
or to look towards hh wife’s tout tier, especially, and the 
woman is shot ofT from familiar intercourse with her 
hLUJbatid'i father and others, ^ud etiquette prohibit* Iheim 
from speaking the mime* of their rdativtn by marriage*'* 
* Nune of thefr ciraEomni 1 ’ adds the same writer! *ti more 
tcnadvmi of life than iMs: and no fxiniiy law h more 
binding/' fc fit tile Xhtmi-im tribe of Cailiomfa "a furebund 
never calls hi* wife by name on any account, and it Is said 
lh.il divorce* have been produced by no other pro vocation 
than that " 1 

Hie Biitas or Batiks of Sumatra display a great aversion 
to mentioning their own nomc* and a still git-xter aversion 
to mentioning the names of thdr parents, grandparents, or 
elder blood - fctcitfani* Politeness forbids the putting oi 
direct” question* on this subject* that tte investigation of 
personal identity becomes difficult and laborious, When a 
Jatta expects to be ■ passioned as- to his relations, he will 
usually provide himself with a friend to answer for hbn/ 
A Batiik man mfty never mention the names of bis wife, his 
liangtitcrdn^faw and of hi* son-Endan’; a woman h mo=t 
parricafafjy forbidden to mention the name of the man w ho 
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baa married her daughter* 1 Antony the Karo-Busaks the for¬ 
bidden iiainel arc those of parent*, uncles aunts, p&rChU* 
In-law, bi-others anil * biers, and e*facial ly grandparents/ 
Among the Dyaks it child never nroLiOuiscca the names of 
his patents,.-mi! b an^ry if any one else does in hh presence. 
A hUMbaud ne ver call* ills wjfc by ljer name, and slir never 
calls him hy fibs. It they have children, tile y name r.u. h oilier 
iftcrthcui," Father prSu-ajid-so 11 and “Mother ul 5o-.mil *o"; 
if they have no children they me the pronouns ‘‘he" and "sh */ 
or an expiry-don -uch ;lj "lw Lit %he whom l love" . and Jit 
gownl* members of a Oyak family do not mention each oWi 
names/ Moreover, when the personal ruum* happen diO, as 
they often do, to be names of common object*, the Dyak U 
dcbanied from dcMgETating these objects hy their iir^lqaty 
rnime^ For butanes, if a man or one of hfe family ts tailed 
Bintang, %v!ilch means ,4 star/ he rmm not call a *tar a ivtar 

^tnfar r A -: i he must cull it a If hr or a member of 

his domestic circle bean the name of i)uhm t which fimam 
“monof he may not ipsak of the moon as the moots 

0&fm) \ hr mu*t call it frttx/a. Hence it comes about tl^at 

In the Dynk language there nm two &c!s of distinct names 
for many objects/ Among the sea iJy&ks ol Sarawak a 
man in ay not pronounce the name of his father" in 4a w or 
mother-mdsiw without incurring the wraih of the spirits. 
And since he reckons as hb fiisIwMn-law and mot hern n-law 
not only the father ami mother of his own wife, but also the 
fathers and mothers of hii brother** wives and sisters 1 
husband^ and likewise the fathers and mother* of all hi$ 
■cousins, the rmmbei* of tabooed name* may be very conrickr- 
able and the opportunities os' error correspondingly numeral) >, 
To make confusion wor&c confoundeni* the flume* of person* 
lire often the name- of common tilings, such aa moon. bridge 
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r brieActfi*. [wpard ; w that when any of a monS many 
rTi-upnv fnthers-m-bw mid moth rsf* in-law are called by such names, 
f# [K*tW thew common word* may oot pa&s his lip ?- 1 Among the 
JfgJ^ayik? of Landik and TajatJ it k forbidden to mention tbc 
i-v i- if- i:imt-3 of ji ■. i •! is anti grandparents, sometimes also of ijrtat- 
Sft w grandparent whether they are mllvc or dead/ Among 
wpHiiufthi | he AI foots of Tonuija* of P<S&, in central Celebes, yon may 
nulvL &Dd not pntUHUKt die frames of your tifhcfp mother, gnind* 
parents, and other near relation^ litit Lbe strictest taboo 13 
on the names of parent rin-taw. A son-in* law and a 
daughter* Ln-Eaw may not only never mention tbc name* Oi 
their irtfentedn-EiW, hut if the name* h a| ■pen to be ordinary 
words of the language they may never allow the words in 
thcli com nil ni rignifieiiiiec to pas* th^rr lip*- hoi example, 
If my father f$ called Njara {* horse M ) ( 1 m+sy not Jpcak ai 
him by that imviit ; but in jqwakfng of ihr animal Im ttl?e 
to use the word hoise (ir^miX But it my Fatlitr-in-'Uw is 
called Njnra, the case h different, for then not only mav [ 
not refer to him hy liis mrnt, but 1 may not even Call a 
horse a hor^; in speaking of *h£ anlmsJ 1 muat use same 
other word. The mLwinzuY who reports the custom is 
acquainted with a man whose mother-indaw rejoice in die 
name of Rin^i (" rixdohar ^ When this man has occasion 
Ld refer to real risidollars, he alludes to them delicately as 
-■Iurge pdJdejre" {rdtfia fa**). Another man may not u->c 
the ordinary word for water ; in speaking of Water he 

employs a word (mnuiz) taken from 3 different dialert. 
Indeed, among these AJ fours it is the common practice in 
wc ti ca*in to replace Lhc forbidden word by a kindred word 
of she time Higiiiiicoficc borrowed from another dlnlccL In 
this way many fresh terms or new forms* of mi old word pass 
Into general ehctikiiim 1 Among the Atfoors of MinahasSOt 
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[,1 northern Cctcbe, the ctssliem i« carried stJtJ further so ti i 
to forbid Lhe use even of words which amrety rciiciisWc i'u? 
personal names in sound. ll is MpcciaUy 'he nnme tii jl 
father-in-law whfch is thti.* laid under an interdict. JHie, 
lor example, is called Kalula, hi* son-indaw may not *p«ak 
of a horse by hs common mime faxtxfo ; be mint call !t a 
“ tiding-beast" {stitokajiw)} So among tire Allow* of the 
Maaui oT Buru It is taboo to mention the name* ° ( 
and parent ^in-law, or even to speak of common objects by 
vtvtds which rirstunble these names in 'Oiinri, "thus, if ymn 
HHitlii.r-iti-iiw Si called D*tu. which means 11 betel," yoti may 
nul ask for held by its ordinary nrtmc, you most ash r °t 
“red innuth " [mtu mika) ; if you want belel*tc»f. you may 
■lot iay betd-lcaf (dbfe nun), you must say *wnw fftnut. 
lit the’same island it is also taboo to mention the name of 
an elder brother in his presence.* Transgression* of thete 
rules are punished with Bnes.* In Bolang Mongondo. a 
district in the west of Celebes, the untnenttenable names are 
thr-it of parents, paretits-in-bw, uncles and aunts-* Among 
the AI ft virs of Halmahcm a son-in-law may never use h;» 
faiher-itl-tnw's name in * peaking to him l lie must simply 
address him as “ Father -in-law ." 1 tu Suttria it is thought 

that a particular crop would be spoilt if a mnit were in 
mention the uattitH of his father and mother. 

Among the Nufoora, as we have soon/ arsons who are 
related to each other by marriage are forbidden to mention 
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each ether 1 * names, Among: dir counexiuiis whose ttamw 
an; thus tabooed are Wife, mnilier-us JaWi father-^* law, your 
w ife's unde* and aunts and also Iter grantl-urwks and grand* 
an sits, and the whale of ymtr nr yodr husband's family 
in the eeneratkm ** yourself except that men may 

mention the name* of their brotheodndaw, though women 
may not The taboo come* into operation iW soon a* the 
betrothal lias taken place arid before the iiinfTlstgc ha* been 
celebrxitoL Fain ilied thus ecmncctcd by the tvnroihat of two 
of ihcir members nre not only forbidden to pronounce eisch 
other's names ; they may not even look at each other, and 
the rule gives rise to the most comical scene* whin they 
happen to meet uncx: peeled !y> And not merely the names : 
themselves, but any words ihai sound like them are serapn* 
loudly avoided and other words u*ed in tlieir ptace. ff it 
dicmid chance that 11 person hat Sfiarfv'crtendy uttered a 
forbidden name he must at once throw himself on the floor 
and say, 11 T have mentioned a wrong name t throw it 
through the chinks of the floor in order that I may 
eat well 111 In German New Guinea near relations by 
marriage, particularly faihcr-in-kiw and daughter-in -law. 
mother- in daw and taadn-Uw, as well as brot herein daw 
and slstCrt-fa-law, miuvt ™ sis little of each other as possible; 
they may not converse together and they may not mention 
each uthe^ n.imcy not even when those names hnvc passed 
Lo younger members of the family. Thus If a child i* called 
after It* deceased pater not gram! father. the mother may not 
call her child by Its name hot must employ another name 
for the purpose. 1 Among (he WbJm* for example, on the 
toulh-ejfrt to.iirl of Got man New GulltC^ paraiMndaw may 
neither touched nor named Even when their names ate 
Ij ome by mhtr people or ate she onUmiry name* of common 
object* they may not pass the !ipn of their ^ansdn-Uva and 
daughter*-in 4a w.* Among the western tribes of British New 
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Guinea ih<: principal taboo or ->■ it i* cnllea » 

concern* llir names of relatives by marriage. A man tj^V 

tiot mention the iuiijhj of hi* wife 1 ' father, mother, “Idea 
4ster, or elder brother, nor tin name of any male or female 
Native of her lather nr mother long «* Uw relative In 
question is u member of tihv same tribe ^ the sp^ttkciv Hie 
names, of lii» wife's younger brothers ami si lets -vre not 
tabooed to liitn. The sam': taw applies to * woman with 
reference to the flumes of her husband's fob.me*. A* * 
general rule, tbl* taboo does not extend ouUisle the tribal 
boundaries. I knee when a man nr w oman marries mil of 
hu Of htf tribe, the taboo is usually not applied. And when 
mem liens of one lritx\ who may not pronounce each ut her* 
names at home, sue away from Their own territory, they -re 
no longer strictly bound to observe she prohibition. A 
breach of the taboo Jia* to be atoned for by the ofTcnrlct 
paving a fine to the person whose tiame he has taken in 
vain. Until thai has b«tJ done. neither of the parties 
concerned, if they arc males, may enter the men's dub 
house. In the old time* the offended party might recover 
his social landing by cutting off somebody else'* head 

In the western falUttfc or Torres Stn.it* a man never 
mentioned the personal names of his father-in-law, mol her - ^.u.jv 
En.law, btothcr in lnw, and ustcr-in-hm ; and a woman ww,jjv- 
subiecT to ibe mm* restriction*. A brother*in-law might be .?* 
spoken of «* the husband or brother of some one who*-g«£ 
name it was lawful to mention; and situilurly a nster-in-Uw 
might be called the wife flf So-and-^ If * mail by chance 
used the personal name of his bmther-m law, be wns 
ashamed and hung hi* head His ‘-ban>= ^Y «*■««* 
when he had made a present as contpencation to the man 
who* name he had taken in vain. The «m* compenstrlmn 
wns made to a ristrHn-l»w. a fathrrdn-law, and a mother- 
{ii-taw for the accidental mention of then name- l n= 
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dfenjiilhy to use tin; [ prison ft I r;iinr ■ of ml it ivts by marriage 
wa< associated with Use cuing rn, so common throughout flic 
wort-!, tJini a man or woman is not allowed to speak to these 
. relative^ If a man wished to tom mini it ate with lus (Ather- 
tn-inw ot mother-in-taw, he spoke to hfe wife and she spoke 
to her parent. When direct communication became absolutely 
necessary* it was sdd that a man might talk to hfa father-in- 
law i>r mother'll1 4 ,iw .\ very little lei 4 low voice. TLr 
behaviour towards a hrolbei 4 n-btv was the wurr e. 1 Similar 
tahocra on Hie names of persons connected by marriage are 
In force in New Britain and New Ireland 1 Among the 
natives who inhabit Hit coast of the Gnnejlr Pcruii&tih in 
New Britain to mention the mine of s hrotberriil faw is the 
gral*?±t [rfteiible affront you can offer to him ; It is a crime 
pimi-duhto with death 1 in the Santa Cm? and Reef 
Ul-iuds a man is forbidden to pronounce the name of Ifu 
mother-in-law, amJ he inny never see her face so tong as he 
lives, She on her ftftlti lies under simfUr remind fan* in 
regard to him Furthfcfi a itinn is prohibited from men- 
tinning the irnme bU son. in-tow, though h- la nliowni lo 
look at him. And if a h Us land ha-* paid money for Iris wife 
to several mer. a none of these men may ever utter ills name 
nr took him in the fate If not of them did by diiincc 
look at him, the offended husband would desiroy some 
nt the offender's property.* In New i a Jetton in n brother 
may not mention hi* ulster's name k and she may not 
tnentlw his. The same rule is observed hy inAto and 
female cousin 7 in regard to cadi other's names?.* fn the 
Hanks* Island*, Mtrlancsrit* she taboos told on Ihe names 
of person0 connected by marriage arc very itricL A man 
will not me niton the name of lies father-in-In w. much less 
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the mime of Ids mother-in-law nor may I if nniltr his 
wife's hr ,4 her ; hut he may mine hi T wifi-'-i sister—she i? 
nothing to him A woman may n«l iimtte h*rr father^jn-law, 
nor on any account lice son* in-taw, Twit people whose 
children have intermarried are also debarred Irotri tncrtlion* 
ing cadi others names And not only are all these ^winson* 
fmbidden to uller each other's names; they ittcy not even 
pronounce ordinary words which chance to he either identical 
with these names or to have any syllables in comtnrm with 
Ihetn- " A tnnn OH one occasion spike lo me of tin house as 
j shed, hind when that was not understood, went and touched 
it with his bond to shew what he meant; * difficulty Iwing 
sOU to add he looked round to be sure that mi one was near 
and whispered, not the name of hi* son’s wife, but the 
respectful substitute for lier name, amtu Afptegma, ;he who 
wa* with his son, and whose name was Towarina, Hind- 
hfHite." Again, wc hew of a nat ive of these i'lands who 
might not use the common words for " pig " ->nd ,l to die," 
because these words occurred in the polysyllabic name of ids 
son-in'law . and we *tre told of another unfortunate who 
might tun pronounce ilte everyday words for " hand" and 
♦‘hoi " m account of HU wife’s bmtliciU itame, and who was 
even duhatred from mentioning the number “ one. liceause 
the word for "arm H farmed r*rt of the name of hU wife's 
cousin , 1 

It might be exported! that similar taboos on the tame 
of relation* and on words icsemhlirn; them would commonly lit I -Vil ff1 
occur among the aborigines of Alttirtlta. and that Mime light M 
might be thrown on ihdr origin ami nnanh-g by ihe priml 
live modes of thought and farms of society prevalent among 
these savages. Yet this expectation ton scarcely be said 

10 be fulfilled ; for the evidence of the observance of such 
customs in Austin Ha is scanty and hardly of a nature to 
explain their origin, Wc are told ihai there are Instance* 

11 in which Uie names of natives are never allowed to hr 
Spoken, a.'i those of n father or mother -in-law, of a istnvin-law, 
and some case* arising from a connection with each other's 
wives-** Among some Victorian tribe* a matt never at 
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any C i in n mcntfOnc^l thfi ftiUftc rtf III* tnrtl ticr-1 ( s nnd 
from (he (fine nf hi* betrothal to his death neillier «hc iM 
her iiitrrs mi.;ht ever look at or speak to him, He tttlght 
Hot go within fifty' yards of their habitation, and when hr 
met them on a path they Immediately left h, clapped 
their hands, and covering op their bends with their rwg■» 
walked In a stooping po?turc and spoke in whi^xrs fill 11 he 
h.L.J gone by. They might not talk with him, and when lie 
*iul they spoke to other people in each other’s presence, ilicjf 
dial u ijfcLLd farm of speech which went by the name ol 
> turn tongue." This was not done with any intention of 
concealing their meaning, for - turn tongue “ wa? mideratood 
Ity everybody. 1 A writer, who enjoyed unusually favourable 
opjiortmiitie* of learning Hue language and custooif of the 
Victorian aborigines, informs us that "A stupid custom 
existed among ihetn, whidt they cullitd l-ft.il &ytit. Whenever 
a it male child was promiwd In marriage to any man. from 
that very hum tiki! her he nor the child's mother were per¬ 
mitted to look Upon or hear each other Speak nor larat their 
name* mentioned by others; for, if they did, they won id 
immediately grow prematurely old uitd die." * Among the 
Gerlangs of Cups York, h Queensland. and the Kowraregaii 
or the Prince of Wales Islands, a man carefully avoids 
spanking to or even malt toning the name of hi- 1 mother-in- 
law, and Id wife act* similarly with rrgnntl to iter fatherin* 
taw, 11 Thus the mother of a per^m called Niikl—which 
hum ns water—is obliged to call water by another name. 

In the Uoouiuiik tribe of South \mtral1a person* connected 
by marriage, except husbands and wive*, spake u* each 
oilier in a low whining voice, and! employed words different 
from those in common use/ A pother writer, speaking of 
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t |,r <stl „ e . (rlbe, say*; " M,ithcr?-in-Uw and BjOnsdn law 
studiously avoid each othct A father-in-law ronycren with 
hb son-Tridaw in a low tone of voice, and in a plwascoittfjp 
differing somewhat from the ortUnaryone," * 

It will pel'hdps occur to the trjtler that customs of thii Tjw ^ 
latter sort may pouibJy have originated In tite intermarriage Ljlli(y r , 
of trih- Jinking liiflereiit Iw^ges ; and there are «n.r™- 
Australian fact'- which seem at first sight to favour tni , 1|Jrl ; 
MMAiQil. thus With regard to Use natives of South ^ 
Atutolin we art told that " the priudpid mark of distinction 
between the tribes is Mfcrc'Xt of language or rlialcci .; 
where the tribes Intermix orally no Inconvenience is 
experienced on this account, ii> every- person understands, in 
addition to hi" own dialect, that of the itcighbc-urinf. Lnhe; 
the consequence t* that two pCrton* commonly converse in 
two languages, just an Englishman and Germ an would 
hold a conversation, each person sjw-aking hfs own lattgujgo, 
but understanding that of the other as welt as hi* own. I his 
peculiarity will often occur in one family through inter- 
marriages, neither party r-vw i Kinking oi changing hi- or her 
d jnteet for that of the other. Children do not always adopt 
the language of the mother, bui that of the triln- among 
whom they live' v Among same tribes of western Victoria 
4 man was actually forbidden to marry a wife who sjjoke 
the same dialect as himself: and during the preliminary 
visit, which czcli paid to the tribe of the other, neither was 
permitted in speak the language of the tribe which he or 
The was visiting. The children .poke the language ul then 
father and might never mix it with any o&rt. I». her 
children the mother spoke In their father's language but \o 
her huslwnrl she spoke In her ow n. and he answerer! her .n 
Ids; 11 so that all eoltvcnatlDB is earned on between hus&am 
and wife Iti the same wav as between an Englishman nod 
a Frenchwoman, each speaking his or her own language. 

I ll,9 very TcnvArknble law explains the preservation of So 
many Hblind dialects wllhfn so limited - space; even where 
there are no physical ubtla£l» to ready and frequent 

I 1J, SuwuL if F- M Cun'* TUkt V ,W* AmitnAo 
4»x>etia* K*tt tl*. 1*1. k 449 

* £L VV MtAnUtau ■« Atffln* 


TAHOOtki* H URDS 


cn*r. 




communication between the trlbti'* * So Hmniig't Uir 
Satetu,nn aboriginal race of the Malay Peninsula, a man goes 
iini.iKr^ to a considerable distance for a wife, generally to a tribe 
uiii specie quite a different dialed- 1 The Iiidtrm tribes of 

French Guiana have each their own dialect and would hardly 
be able to understand each other, were it not lhat almost 
every person mfurtee a wife or -■ husband of ttdiffrrem tribe, 
and thus the newcomers serve as interpreters between the 
tribe la which they live iuid that in which they were bom 
:nul brought up. 1 It is well known that the Carih women 
tpoke i language w hich differed in some respects from that 
of the men, and tile explanation generally given of the 
difference if that the women preserved the language of a 
race of whom the men bed been ex let mi rated and the 
women married by tlie Curibs. Tlits explanation is not. as 
lonve seem to suppo-e, a mere hypothesis of the learned, 
devised u» clear up a • urious discrepancy; it was a tradition 
current among List Garik* themselves in the seventeenth 
cciiutry,* anti m such it deserves serious attention, Hut 
there are other facts which seem to point in a different 
explanation. 1 Among the Camyahbt, a tribe of Brazilian 
Indians on the Rio Grande or Araguaya. River, the dialect 
of the women differ, from that of the men. For the must 
part the difference- .ire limited Jq the form and round of the 
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wanii : mi \y a. tew wonta So he qui\e dkvmcl in thu 

two dkdectdL The speech of the wCatnen appears to jtreserve 
aider and fuller forma than iluit of the men: for towwccc, 

■■ gifl M b in tjie fetnuSe 4pencil but jW^mm In the 

iiisb ; M nuil" h desibi 911 iht mouth i>f a warn An but <A»« 
iti thn month of 3 man , 1 f itm-j vci meh remarkable 1 1 TsT*: t- intef*. 
eitdc^ ai^ li> I*; copiedncd. a JJUlc iclkcU^ will probably ^ 

mil vines u« ikit a mere jntcnuLxLitft of met* ^staking i^n* 

liiffuro-sn .gw* could <*irt«ly account for Uir phnnomriia 

of kngiiptge tinder otmtfderilJtiO. Fet the iclucbmrc toj^ 
mention "tie TLiinrii t.r even syllable* of the name* of pcjnsciua 
connected with the spoil kef by imrrfage can hardly bcthaAUM 
separated from tire reluctance evinced by » mwf ptuplc M 
to utter their own names or the flames »f the dead cr of 
chiefs and king* . and if the rutieetiw a<- to these hitler 
names springs mainly from super* Lit inn, ivc may infer that 
the reiiciticT as lf» the f.rmrr has no better foundation. 

That the savage's unwillingness to mention his own name i* 
based, »• I vast in part, on a iuper-litious f-ar of the IN uv; 
that might be made of it by his foes, whether human or 
spiritual, has already been shewn, it retrains to txamine 
the similar usage in regard to the name* of the dead and of 
royal pertonages- 

§ 3 . iVamtJ 0/ th* D*ad AtAwrf 

Tlie custom of abstaining from all mention of the fsemes n- mu* 
(if the dead was observed in antiquity by The Albanians 
the Caucasus,' and at the present day it ia In full force 
among many sav.ige iribes. Thus we are toll I that orie of ir , r 
the customs most rigidly observed ntul enforced amongst the 
Australian aborigines ia never to mention tlic name of it 1 ‘ 4 
dccejtsei! per^ni, whether male of femulo; to name aloud 
one who hm departed this life would be a gross violation of 
their tmut fsanl prejudices, and they cure fully abstain from 
iL* The chief motive for this abstinence Appear- to bo a 
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fe-jr of evoking ihc ghm!, although the natural unwillingness 
10 revive past vJtr >wh undoubtedly oyierates also to draw the 
veil of »t)llvwMi over the names uf tI j-c dead,' Onec Mr. 
t Jtdfidd 30 terrified a native hy dioutJi^ «llt the name of a 
deceased pcr>-rn H that the man firidy look to kls heels and 
did not venture to shew' himself again for several 'Jays. At 
iheir nest meeting Ik bitterly reproached the rash white mao 
for hia indiscretion ; " nor could I." add Mr,Oldfield. “ induce 
him by any means to nttrr she awful sound of a dead it»n"> 
inline, for by so doing he would have placed himself in *1"' 
[Xjiver of the malign spiriis." 3 On another occasion* n 
VVatchan-lie woman having mentioned (he name isf a certain 
man. was Informed that he had long been dead. At vhn! die 
became greatly excited and spat thrice to counteract the 
evil efleet of having taken a dead man’s name into bet lips 
This custom of spitltog thrice, as Mr. Oldfield afterwards 
Iciirneti, was the regtilai charm whereby the native? treed 
themselves from the power of llin dangerous spirit'; whom 
they had provoked by such a rash act.' Among the 
aborigines of Victoria (he dead were very rarely spoken t-I, 
and then never by their names; they were referred to in a 
subdued voice as " the lost one “ or " the poor fellow that is 
no mete.'’ To sp;ak of them by name would, it was snp- 
po-ed. excite the malfgtjity of Coult git. the spirit of the 
departed, which hovers on earth far u time before it departs 
for ever taward* the setting diiii* Once when a Kiimai 
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,1 NAMES OF THE DEAD TABOOED Jit 

itmti ntuj spoken to aboil a r lc.< 1 friend, soon nftti tlic 
decease, lit looked round inir.vdJy -md said. " Du not do 
that, ht might hear you and kill met!" 1 U ** Kaiahara 
black dies, It is triber-people never mention his name, but 
call him i'.'urfCftnM, " the dead/'ami fa order to expfa'n 
who it is that has died, they speak of In* father, mother, 
brothers, and so forth,' Of the tribes 'sft the Lower Mm ray 
River we art told th,n when a dies 1 they mrclull) 

avoid mentioning his name , but if compelled to do US they 
pronounce it tee a very low whisjatr, w faint that they 
imagine the spirit cannot hear their voice,"’" Among" 1 - the 
tribes of Central Australia no one may utter the name of 
the deceased during the period of mourning, unle* 1 ' it is 
absolutely necessary to do so, and then it is only done in 3 
whisper for fear of disturbing ami annoying the fasn’it spirit 
which is walking about in ghostly form, If the ghost bears 
Ills name mentioned fa: omdudes that his kinsfolk are nnl 
mourning for him property ; if ifa-ir grief were genuine they 
could not bear to bandy his name about. Touched to ilu- 
^iilck by their hard-hear led fadiflcrc.neo, the indignant ghost 
will come and trouble them in dreams* tn ihtse tribes no 
woman may ever again mention the name of a dead per^m, 
but the restriction on the male sex is not so absolute, far 
the name may to mentioned by men of the two jubcta;«s 
to which the wife’s father 3nil wife's brother of the deceased 
belong.' Among some tribes of north-western Australia a 
dead malt's name fa never mentioned after his burin! and he 
fa only ipok-cn **f a* '‘that nnc~ : otherwise they think that 

he would return -uul frighten them at night in camp.* _ 

Tilt same reluctance to utter the names nf the dead 
appears to prevail sniitiijj all Lire Indian trim,s oi America ItF tint 
from Hudson's Jfay Ten limy to Patagonia. Among the"*"! 
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Irwiiwis, for example, the name of tlir deceased *“ 
mentioned after the period uf mourning had expired. ^ I lie 
winn* rule wrus rigidly observed bv the Indian* of tiiiforma 
and Oregon ; its imtis-^ttasion mighl be pumshbl with a heavy 
fine or even with death.* This among the Kamk of 1 nii- 
fornia we we told that "the highest crime w>e att commit 
i* thr ftt-dUJ'fi, the mere mention of the dead reblivcV 
nam*. It h a deadly insult to the survivors, and can be 
atoned for only by the same amount ol blood'money paid 
for wilful murder, In default of th« they will have the 
vlltom'v blood* 1 Amongst the Win tun, also of California, 
if some one in * group of merry talkers inadvertently nmi- 

tT,,fn ,1m . tie of a deceased person, * straightway there fah> 

upon all on awful *II«kx Ko words can describe the 
shuddering and heart-sickening terror which set** spun them 
at th* Utterance of that fearful word." 1 Among the i,oa\i ™- 
of Colombia to mention the dead before bis kinsmen is * 
dreadful offence, which ia often punished with death; for il 
it happen on the mWmt of the deceased, iti presence of his 
nephew or unde, they will awuredly IdU thc offender on the 
spot if they can. Hut if he escape*, die penally resolves 
itself into a heavy fine, usually of two oi more oxen/ So 
among the Ahrpone of Paraguay to mention the departed 
by name was a serious crime, which often led to blows and 
bloodshed When it was needful to refer to such an one. 
it was done by means of * general phrsic such as he who 
is no more/ efccd out with particular* which served to 
identify the person meant.* 
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A similar reluctance to mention the names ol I he dead tunny tti« 
is repotted of peoples «» widely separated from each os l«r 
as the Satnoyeds of Siberia and tile ToJas of wuLhent n«mkm 
India ; the M unguis of Tartary and the Tuaregs of the Sahara; 
the Ainas of Japan and the Akamtat and Nandi ol central e««i- 
Africa ; the Tin gu isms of the Philippi ties and the inhnldtohtt 
of the Nicobar itikntis of Borneo, of Madagascar, ant! of Tas¬ 
mania,’ tn all cans, even where it is not cxprewly stated, the 
fundaments! reason for this avoidant* »s probably die fear J^mT' 
of the ghost. Thar this It the real motive with the Tuaregs <“i“£i 
of the Sahara we are positively informed. They dread tile £ 
return of the tic*d man's Spirit, and do all they can :■-> avoid 
it by shifting their r*mp after a death, ceasing for ever to 
pronounce the name of the departed* and etckewlng rveiy- 
thing that might be regarded as an evocation or recall of ^ rb* 
his soul. Hence they do not, like the Arabs, designate“; c ^ r 
individuals by adding to their personal wpje-? the nstnci . 
their fathers ; they never speak of So-aitd-so, <on of So-and- 
so j they give to every man a name which will live nix’ die 
with him. 1 So among some of the Victorian litlirs in 


buoiia I C* liJJI T*wt, In /mirnMl rfthr 

fu-divS*. trrrt r 

Pl i i3- ju^ p Th* fkr mtf, tli fj**4 
f / tid iu/-l ttW D&ti> p. »| ; A. 
Afk»*f**T* m OfrgfM tr 
jAVrtflr, p. lllT ft 1^- 
S^OcICIlfi. .MfrHI fttUt IT. £4 ft 
| t « lo ibe ItefinSti of C-ilirOTmajl i 
Ch. N, Petlg 41 V Miullfe T«tl- 
hwj%" format f/ tfo G**$t*f*i* 

ftif StkFftf* tiVl-L 'LS J *i I TN A 

PiistLl[ s Ivritefil ^ 

^nTLrPu,' 1, Jftawi tJ/^. *l- 

ilWftl WwiaiJn/n*^ 

W h\)*J Gwtpiftf 
■tL f 1*7*1 V* ^ tit to VMUQtbitl 
rfliJiPCfl t* * fJowl Maw* 

I P. fit PaJIJu^ AW« Wr, 

frAftfdtar A* TJ.ISI-'Vvi 

fruili, PI- 76 jSjunftyttlih J; w. 
RrrrVu t*rrtttf( <rf t&* f^’trmJr-r 

iW WirinWrth'; #/ .'4/ A r i'%jVu jLcin- 
ifaii |«7J], p. "j = vv &* M 
7 >*iWj 4*iwprfM# Trtrjj, {■. i?7 : IV. 
II. R ftlwil. pp- 4 <V±. 4 ^ 

a<5; Pbin fiTsuft (dr Pinin'* 

RtLarirn *** Tv**nt. <~* + 

tP‘ r %ixw, rap* iri. J iii- i II- Dwt^rtefi 


JSsa/rra/Um <.v ^ubinc, Jtf J* 

^ **5t JJc0t 

R C- ,+ i riif Anu.'Vi'wrt;!/ 

r/ fig InMliuSt. ItL 

( 1 I 74 I ^ S 3 * i J« Tk**ii*m 

m irf f*tt :t** iT^Wklnb i9UlJi 

S^tp 5^4 1 *■ - 1 IlflasbfSIsJty 
“ ipniidup Kexit^n tftnrr 

L amia ijri^ il>>«* NatbljuJ u,' ZffJi.'A fV/J 
ifir l f 4 ^ 5 # 

A- C- Itullk Fir A*«JiV j> 7 1 l 
I", ISlfimralirlit, tV^Mvl fiwf 
lio- fl'kiShflj 

p, jfiifhrtMngm, 

Nft 67 } a N, FDiHnffti, 
-1 UH blur r^pbZHT I.-aln ^’ 1 Altuti. A J*iV~ 
Hurrifr, PFi- iLtai^m, 17^) 154 » 

W\ II, Furtr^. AWjf^Vrt r>- 
IWillMbni, i%^ii p- 

2-&S. A vaji r.fcmfljip ff irf*- 

MtiM# ii ,1.A-_L 'Uj J rjr r [ij|... 7U Tjf- j 

T, |*I i rl (kf, " N r-.t- Tiilv* 

yrtumw/ */ 14# .,' ^4 * :!■*- 
Jnttv«rt, UL fltl7.! I- *#* b 

IlMLWkt. I'tUl? 1 .</f 4 >*» Tl I^JlKf 

PT I4j, i*j 

1 li IlUreyrtf. JEf^r*fwp 

^ 4JI- 




TABOOED tm 


i Ihf, 


T3bf 


In tpreBiiew 
lh* Vmtnrt 
*i lil* 

• sa 

lit lill*** 
W * It** 
■it thatt 
irfiaiH. 
pS*** 

clIrTiTInn 

fBljfliS ■* 
IN' 

iumti^m 
.0^ ibrlf 


Australia veronal name* were rarefy perpetuated, because 
the natives believed that any one who adopted thew 
a deceased person would lwt Uve loll H i’ P^babfy In 
ghostly namesake nas :-upp'■■*•! to '-' JlDC aiitl f(:ich 
;; wW to the tmiril-lauiL The Yubiin oi German New 
Guinea, who believe that the ajiMts of Ure dead jws* th™ 
time in the finest eating nppalataWe fruits, are utmilliiiR •<» 
mention the mrnui of the Oceea^d «^t that ghosts should 
Mispend their habitual occujttlkni !« eom« and trouble the 
livin '. 1 In Logewone of the Samara: Archipelago, « t ,c 
soulb -caslcfti end of New Guh«*. no custom » ob.ijved so 
strktJy ns the tree which Forbids the fiaintng of the tea «< 
Ijrc^ence of their fdolitwts* To say t* * pwsoh oul 
fliers *re dcid." is consHcred a direct challenge to 
Ruin ; it iji an insult which must he avenged either by 
iUp dt^th of the man who pn^cnanced thw* - iW ^ *■ 
os by the dczith uf un* of hb rdatiye* or [Hauls- l he 
Storing"** lb* names of the .lend is. *ltm }T with Mnh 
cide, one of the chief causes of war in tire Wnml. W hen 
it s, in:-:e-^iy to refer to * dead man they -k-ljjnaK him 
by such a phrase as "the father of SQ^ml-au, 1 ' or "the 
brother of S'. and‘SO." 1 Thus the fear of mentrurung the 
names of the dead gives, riie to eireum local ion* or preen ly 
the same as those which orifflnnti: in a reluctance to 
rut me living people. Among the Klallam Itsdian* o 
Washington St Ate no person may bear the name ol h* 
decnnsl father. grandfather, or any other direct anrv*tor in 
the paternal litre. 1 The Masai of eastern AHtt are ««1 110 
rciart to a simple device width enables them to >j>enk al the 
dead fredy without risk or tire inopportune appearance of 
lh. ijhoM, As sum m a man or woman dies they chat^e 
hi, or her fiame, and hmeeferth always speak of him or her 
by the new name, white the old name bills into oblivion, and 
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tn tmer It in the presence of u kiftltmtiii of the deceased h 
an htatitl which cnlis for vengeance. They uwtimir that the 
licuii man will not know his new name, and so will not 
answer to it when lie hears it pronounced. 1 Cihoa(> arc 
iieluriounly dull-witted; nothing is easier than l<> dupe 
them. However, according to nnothcf; and more probable 
account, tin) name of a Masai Li not changed after hi* 
death ; H is I nerd J' suppressed, nnd he or *he it re ferret I to 
by a Uocrfptive phrase, uieh as **m>- brother; 1 "tny unde" 
my staler,"' To call a dead man by hts name U deemed 
tmlmky, anil Is never done except with the in Lent ■ on 
of doing harm to liis surviving family, who make great 
bmcjilationr. on such mi occasion ,* 

The iiihe Fear of the ghost* which mover profit top,,, mm 
supprcn His old name, naluruliy leads all persona who * K5U ‘^d, ,s w 
„ simitar name to .. : J.a«gc U for another* lest it* uttcrante 
should attract the aUctuion of the ghost, who cannot 
reasonably be atj»«iBd lo dfaeriminate between all ft* *>■*** 
different appHeaiiotUt of the same name. "I bus we art tplduoitirf 
that in tin- Adelaide and Encounter May tribes of Smith 
Australia the repugnance to mentioning the names of 
those who have died lately is carried so far, rhm persons 
who bear I He sane name as the deceased abandon it, and 
cither adopt temporary names or are known by finy others 
that happen to briemy to them,* Tim s.nae j-racltcc was 
observed by die aborigines of New South Wales, and is 
said to be observed by Hie tribe*, of M* txwr Murray 
River.* and of Ring file's Sound In western Australia. 

A similar custom prevail* among some or the Queensland 
tribe : hut the pmlnlntlon to a* flic names of the dead « 
not permanent, though it may last for m&Y J' Mra * ° n thc 
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w Bloomfield Rivrr, when a dks ' thc 

'■ l! « calkd Tany». ■ word whose mcamiqj is unknown, or - 
he or she receives, a name which refers to the corps-:, wish 
the syllable Wnv prefixed to It- Per example, he may be 
called Waii-baU ha, with reference to the place where t he 
man was buried l or Wan wotchinyu (“ bttcor * with mfer- 
cnee to the cremation of the body. And H there should be 
several people in camp all bearing one of tf«* allnstve 
designations. they are distinguished from well oLher b> the 
mention of the names of their mothers or other relatives, 
even ihnugb there last lave tong been dead and gone. 
Whenever Mr. W. E. Roth, to whom we owe this inform* 
tion, could obtain an explanation of the cuMom, the reason 
Invariably assigned was * fear that the i?W. hearing. tumseW 
called by name, might return and cause mischief, tn some 
Australian tribes the change of name lhb‘ brought about is 
permanent: the old name b kid aside for jswr. and the 
ffliiEi is known by his he*" name for tins rest of his h ts, or at 
least until he Is obliged to change it again for a like reason. 
Among the North American Indkir- all person*, whether 
men or women, who bore the name of one who hftd >usL died 
were obliged to Ethan don it and to adopt other names, wmc 1 
was formally done at the first ceremony of mmirrtW® Iw 
the dead 1 In some tribes to the cast of the Rooty 
Hoimtibs shift change of name lasted mly during Lhe 
scamn or mcun'irtng,* but m other tlftet on the t'actnc 
Coast of North America it seems to have been permanent. 
Amongst the Masai also, when iwo men of tire same tribe 
hear the same name, and One of them dies, the survivor 

changes his name-* . ,. 

Sometimes by an extension of the same reasoning all 
the near relations of the deceased change their names, what- 
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ever they may hap]*n to be, doubtles* from a Tear that the 
■nwrf! of the familiar tumt■> might lure back the vagrant 
spirit to it*> dii home. Thus hi sitmc Victorian vibes itwd itto 
ordinary names of all the ne-Xt of kin were disused during 
the period of miming, and certain guteral term a. prescribed 
by custom, were substituted for them- To call a mourner 
by his own tiaute was considered an insult to the departed, 
and often led to fighting and bloodshed-’ Among Indian 
tribe* of north-western America rieur relations of the deceased 
often change their namm "under an itnpfessku that spirit* 
will be attracted fesek to esrlh If they hear familiar names 
often rr pea ted." 1 Among tltc Kiowa India ns the name oi 
the dead is a ever spoken in the presmec oi the relatives, and 
on the death of any member of a family all the other* take 
new mimes- This custom was noted by Raleigh's colonists 
Oil Roanoke Island more than tbreo centuries ago. 1 Among 
the Lengua Indian* of tbeC.ran Chaco in {South America not 
only is h dead mrn‘i name never mentioned, but all the 
sorvivors cbangs their names also. ' 1"h r.y say that Dwib ha* 
keen among them and ha* carried off J list of the living, anu 
that he will soon come back for more victims ; hence iti order 
to defeat hu fell purpose they change their (writes believing 
that on his return Death, though he has got I hem all on hi* 
list, will not be able to identify them under these mw names, 

Biiil will depart to pursue the search eltewhcifc 1 So among 
th e Cmayctims of the Gran Chaco, when a death had taken 
pliice, the chief used to change the names of every JK-T.tiin in 
the tribe, man and woman, young anti old. and it is 4 ^d to 
have been wonderful to observe huw from that mo men t 
everybody remembered hi* new name just as it he had Ii-thc 
it all his life* 1 Kicobarcse mourners take new name* in 
order to escape the unwelcome attentions of the ghost i and 
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for the same p*pc*- they di^tto themsdres by fljvlnjl 
their beads SB that the -host » unable to recognise them. 

T he t hukchccs of Hering Strait believe that the -auh of K 
dead turn into malignant spirit who seek to haitn the living. 
Hence when a mother -to the name of to youngest ami 
.Jeareit child is changed, in crile* tlint her y lttal T1 ° 

kitoiv line chalci 1 ^ . 

hurt tier, when the name of the deceased happens to be 
Umt of aimc common object, such as an artttnal, or F 1ar ’b DI 
fire or w-iter, it is sometimes considered nect-^y to drop 
that word in ordinary speech and replace H by atvAh^ A 
CTitum of this sort, it a [-lain, may easily be a 1»«iU agent 
of change ii> language : for where it prevail* U* any constto- 
,ilile extent many words must constantly toome ° _ c c 
and new ones spting up. And this tendency ia? eui 
remarked bv utorvers who have recorded the CLt.om in 
.Australia, America, and elsewhere. For example, with 
regaid toUw Australian aborigines it to ton notet. thill 
* the dialects change with almost every tnbe. Some tn to 
name their children after natural objects; a™ ,l ' c 

person so named dies, the word is never again mentioned, 
another word has therefore to Is invented for the object 
after which the child « called." The writer give* as an 
instance the case of a man who* name Karla ^gmhest 
“fire"- when K.rl.i died, -i new word for to hud to l« 
introduced, «Htm«V adds the write*, -the language Is 
n lways changing " ‘ In &* hfoouindc tdl* »ifo fto* 
“t-fll" used to be but when a boy cal led 1 orpool 

.tied, a new name [Ul^uiih) was given to the bil l, and the 

ifd mime dropped out altogetto hum the language of the 
Tribe . 1 Sometimes, however, inch substitutes for common 

words were only in vogue for a limited time after the deal i, 
mid were then discarded in favour of the old words, Un» 
among the KowrOrefiM of the IViuce of Wales' Islands and 
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the GikSaiib* of Cap* Vetk in Queensland. Ihe namo *f ** 
dead arc never mentioned without great relnttoncr. m Lhat, 

for example, when a m*. . .. Us < t>r T Mm ; ,'Mv 

name of the .tone waff Changed to xM wrr. the 
which is a tumU? but ft* ^gEnai word wmW 
return to common us* 1 Again. a missionary, who lived 
among the Victorian aborigines, remarks that it i- 
mirto^ry among these blacks to disuse a word when * 
person has died whose name was the same, or oven of Iht 

Line sound 1 find great AXM# *• blwcl f “ 

repeat su ch word* t believe this custom is «wnnroo to »JI 

the Victorian tribes. Ihmigh in course or time the won. I* 

notmud again. I live seen among the Murrey blacWr the 
dead freely spoken of when they have *»» dead 
time."* Again, in the Encounter Bay trite of booth 
Australia, If n man of the nltot of NgnH which mw«3 
-water." wen: to die, the whole tribe would be obliged ** 
One some other wont to «prcs water &* • eonardemWe 
time after his dec W. The writer who records this custom 
SUil| ii^ that it may explain the MM * mimbcf J 
svnooytus its the Jimginige of the IrBxs.' IW* 
confirmed by what we know of tonic VtetnrMto lnb<> who« 
speech comprised a regular «t of synonyms to be used 
instead of the common terms by all member* of # ll M - In 
tiiriea of mourning. For Instance, if a »naw “ 11 „ SU5 

f" crow "1 departed llils (iff, during the period mourning 

for him nobody might call a ocv a ““ j cVcr >' K ^. - o 
sneak of the bird as a •t.'tmtpart. Whrn » yenm 
JK& in ti* title of Ringtail Qpmm gjj^W 
™ the way of *H ^b t his sorrowing relations and the 
tribe at large were hound for a time to refer to run.Lii 
opossums by the more sonorous name of 
If (he community were jihmged in *]* tor Ite h>« ** 
reanected female who hnre the honourable name “fUukcy 

liuLrd. the ptwpw «w« f ° ( ttakK >,. b ^ tJtds . Wb SL, ^ 
kirrim, iMUtt out. nftd tffli tittutska me m And 
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ffiu(itfit ttiu/iiHtits with the names of Black Cockaioo, liny 
Duck, Gigantic Crane, Kangaroo. Eagle. Dingo, anti the 
rest , 1 

TM A Similar custom used to be constantly transforming the 

language of t be AbJponcs of Paraguay, amongst whom, 
however, a word once abolished sectoa never to have been 
revived. New wtnds, iays the missionary DobrliholTcr 

«nST*“ finding up every year like mushrooms in a night, bccimsc 

(“ Jl au words that rcsanhled the names of tin! dead were 
abolished by proclamation ami others coined in their place. 
The mint of words was in Use hands of the old women ot 
the tribe, and whatever term they stamped with their 
approval and put iti circulation was immediately accepted 
without a murmur by high and low alike, and spread like 
wildfue through every cump ftnd settlement of the Irilur. 
You would he astonished, aays the same missionary, to see 
lio» meekly the whole nation acquiesces in the decision of a 
withered old hug, and how completely the old familiar words 
fall Instantly out of use and art rtever repeated cither 
through force of habit or forgetfulness. In the seven yean 
lluit DobriiholTcr spent among these Indiana the native word 
for jaguar was changed thrice, and the words lor cnxo lile, 
tfioru, oiul the slaughter of cattle underwent similar though 
lc« varied vicissltudtts. As a result of this habit, the 
votabul.irle* of the missionnriM teemed wlrh erasures, old 
words having constantly to be struck out as obsolete and 
new ones Incited in their place,* Similarly, a peculiar 
feature of the Comanche language Li that a portion of the 
vocabulary i» ojntlnually changing, tf, far example, a 
person called Eagle or Rlion dies, a new name is invented 
for the bird or lleast, because it U forbidden to mention the 
name of any mu? who is dead.' So amongst the Kiowa 
Indians all wurdi that suggest the name of a deceived 
person are dropped for a lorn of year* and other words 
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urc ,nUtil tiled for tiicm. The old word may after die 
lapse of yean be realoml, but it often happens that the 
new one keep* iU place and Ike ordinal word is entirely 
forgotten, Old men sometimes remember as many as three 
different name? which have been successively used for the 
same thing. The new w«rd ft commonly a novel combina¬ 
tion of exiting mols, or a note) use of a current word, 
rather than a deliberately invented term* 5 

The Basagata, * cattle-breeding people to the wer: of 
Uganda, cease to use a word If ft was 'he name of an ftwWiUta , 
influential person who has died. For example, after the [* r «gg* 
death of a chltr nasiL-d Mirenda, which in tans - nine, the LifJ . N „ 
name for the numeral was changed "On the deaih^ 

0 f 3 child, or a war Hr, or a woman umotigsl the Ma sin,, 
the body is thrown away, and the person's name is buttei, 

U ft ft never again mentioned by the family- Should 
tJjcre be anything which ft called by that name, St is 
given another name which is not like that °f the decease - 
For instance, if an untoporunt per-xjn called O (on an a (he 
ivho is soft, or weak, or gcr.Ce) were lo die. gcnilencss would 
n(> t be called tnxnm in that kraal, but it would be called by 
another name, such as tpstpd (it is smoolh> . - • lf atl ^ 
dies leaving children, his name ft not buried to hi* descend- 
anti are named after him." * F««n tin* statemuct, which ft 
translate,. 1 from a native amount in lift UttgLiugc, -,ve 

(nay perhaps infer that among the* Mu*ri it ft a- a mk only 
the childless dead whose names ate avoided. In the whim) o 
lluru iL unlawful to mention the tinm« of the dead or 
any words that resemble them in sound.' In many tnl-;s 
ef British New Guinea the names of perKiflt are the 
names of common tilings The people believe that if the 
name of a deceased person is pronounce*., hft *T* m * " i]l 
reunm, and as they have no wish to *ee it back among 
them the mention of his name ft tabooed and & new word 
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U created to take iia place.‘whenever ite 
bt a ennwnoa term ot the language- * _ 

waga. near the sotttb-e^m extremity 01 N™ Gum . 
Sr nU» of thin d«d UcomC tab™ -tamely »&* 
5L*h and if they are, « happen^ _ihc ^™^ 

of common objects, new words ,nuSt °P '"L , 

these things and the old or* dropped tom the 

!a,, ruajje, so king at least » ihr memory of Lhc deed aut* 
v5vL 8 ror example, when a man died w^e 
meant “ hombiir a new name Iftwjy ™= 

pl^^r- was adopted for the bird. Consequently many 
L,.j. are permanently lost or revived -<ih moQ'fictl «r “t* 

meaning?. The fr^ncm ttolg« of 

ibis custom are very inconvenient. ami nowaday J ’ , 

of using foreign w«d* u wbstltirtea i» coming and 

Ire into «** «"d» F™*** T^T etiZ 

share to Am <* *“« savage’ 

Islands the ordinary name for wV/i 

district of POnXpe the pig is called not pttk bu -■•* ■ 

i "Se JSSf that inih, in the soil: for te «£■/“* 

was there tabooed after the death of a man named uik- 
“ This L. a living Instance showing how under o«f vcry eye 
old words are dropping out of use in these w\Mt»\ d *bu 
a i^nOit uid new one* are raking ihdr place"* In the NM» 
pK5 » Islands a similar practice has similarly «**ted tbc *?“% 
the natives. “ A mml Singular custom, says Mr - * 
■*“ **“■ Roep-storff, “ prevail* among them which one would supi*^ 
must most effectually hinder the ■mailing of history m. *t 
any rate, the irjnsmmiott of hMprfcftT namftv c- ) 
strict rule, which ha, all the sanction of «*f^TftSS 
no man's name may be mentioned after his death To such 

a length is this cam*! ‘hat when, M very frequently *«gM 
the mun rejoked in the name of * Fhw 1/ " 11 at - Vlrt - K ° a ' * 
etc. in its Nienhurew equivalent, the use nf *«««**J 
carefully eschewed for the future, not °nl y as being th. 
personal designation of the dccta^d, but even as Hie names 

v- 1 - w- »•»»■ * T^Ty.*oSL. Hr 

~ * C- G. i'j/dwtfi S 1 **|S' ^ 
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of ilic common I kings thry rejnw-snt; ihv wofdl l,ul *-' r 
the language, and cither new vucahlcs arc coin el i'> cxpv^ 
the thing Intended, or a substitute for the dbvlnwl word i 1 
found hi other Nieobweae dialects or In some foreign tongue. 

This extraordinary custom not only add* an element of 
instability to the language but destroys the emit >nutty ' 
political life, ami renders the record of past events precarious 

and vague. If not Impossible," 1 , . 

That a superstition which suppress the names of lU* 
chad must cut ut the very root of historical Irtulitinn h- iS , : i:«^< 
been remarked by other workers m this field, - The * 
Klamath jsrople." Observes Mr. A S. Gntschet, Jl fM^e^ n ‘< , wH t: r 
histone traditions going further hack in time tlia " 
century, for the ismplr reason that there ft:iS J * lTi '' m 
law pmhihiiin^ the mention of the per™" °t act-, of a 
ticce-v^tl individual by uti»£ his taut*. This In* wjv 
rt-idlv oblir.e-l among the Californians no 1 m than arnong 
‘he Oregon bins, and »n its. tran Eg region the death ],risaliy 
could be inflicted- ThU is certainty enough to 5 «ppre« all 
historical knowledge within u people. How can dg be 
written without names? 4 ** Among some 01 the tribe* of 
New South Wales the simple ditties, never more thin two 
lines long, lc< which the natives dance, are never imnsimitetJ 
from otie’gcnemtioti to another, because, when the rude (**t 
dies, ' all tiie of which he was author are, as rt were, 

buried With him, fna«naeh as they, in common vnlh hi. very 
name, are studiously ignored from thenceforward, conse¬ 
quently they am quite forgotten in a «* short *«r of 
time indeed. This custom of endeavouring ptrststeniij to 
firn.et everything which had ben In any way connected 
with the dead entirely preclude* the possihilily or anything 
of vi historical nature having existence amongst Hu m; in 
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fact I he most vital occurrence, if only datiity a single genera¬ 
tion back, U quite forgotten, that h to say, if the rmumimg 
thereof should occcasitate the mention ol a dclimel 
aboctehml’s name." 1 Thus among these simple 
even a sacred bard could not avail tu rescue mi Australian 
A^meinnoiv from die long night of oblivion. 

»,«» In many trite-,lumfiVcr, lire power of this superstition to 
blot our tin' memory of the p^t b to aomc extent weaken. ,1 

1"KK,ikI Impaired by a lulural ""“W " f •”£ 

Time, which weans out Site deepest impressions, inevnab.y 
dulls, if it does not wholly efface, the print left cm the savage 
mind by the mystery and horror of death- Sooner or later, 
A 3 t hs memory nf KU loved ones fades slowly swayy e 
becomes more willing to speak of them, ami thus Heir rm t 
itumet mav sometimes he rescued by the philosophic enquirer 
before they Stave vanished, like autumn leaves or wmter 
snows, into tile vast undiatingublicd limbo ol Hie pasv 
Tills was Sir George Grey's experience when he attempted 
to trace tile intricate system of kinship prevalent aiming the 
narivc-b of western Australia- He says; ” It b impossible 
for any person, not well acquainted with the 1 angling*. 11 * e 
native^;, and who dots not posses, great perccmul hi due nee 
over them, to pursue an inquiry of this nature ; for one o 
the customs most rigidly observed and enforced amongst 
them b, [icver to mention the name of a deceased jicrsou, 
male ct female. In an inquiry, therefore, which principally 
turns upon the Mine of their ancestor- thi* prejudice M 
he every moment vlutatcd. mid a very great difficulty 
enanmtered in the outset. The only circumstance which at 
all enabled mo to overcome this was, that the longer s 
person has teen dead Hie less repugnance do they evince in 
uttering Ws name. I, therefore, in the first instance, 
endeavoured in ascertain only the oldest names on record 1 
and on subsequent occasions, when I found a nasive alcme, 
and in. a loquadob* humour, I succeeded (n filling up some 
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i.f llic blank;- Occasionally, round their fires .it night, I 
managed to involve (tern in dispute? regarding their 
ancestors. and, on these occasions, gleaned ranch of the 
Information of which \ was in want," 1 In some of the 
Victorian tribes the prohibition to mention the names of the 
dead remained in force only during the period of mourn¬ 
ing ; 1 In the Port Lincoln tribe of South Australia it 
lasted many years.* Among the Chinook Indians of North 
America 11 custom Forbid a the mention of a dead man's 
name, at least till minty yeans Iuivb elapsed after the 
bereavement,"' In the Twins, Chcmukmn, and K la l lam 
tribes of Washington Slate the names of deceased 
members may be mentioned two or three years after their 
death,* Among the Puyallup Indians the observance of the 
taboo Is id&vcd idler several years, when the mourners have 
forgotleu thdr grief; and if the deceased was a famous 
warrior, one of his tkseetfikuts. for Instance a great- 
graitibo% may be mimed -dler him- Tn thi* tribe the 
liiboo U not much observed at any time except by the 
relations «f the dettd* Similarly the Jesuit mbiflwiBfy m 
L&fjtau tells tis that the name of the departed and the 
similar names of the survivors were, so to say, hutted with 
the corpse until, the poignAncy of thdr grief bring abated. ^ to 
it pleased the relation' to "lift tip the tree and raise the *££»** 
dead." Hy raising the dead they meant bestowing Aw 
name of the departed upon some one el«. who thus became 
to all intents and purpose-. ,1 rrineantatluii of the deceased, pnvr.,. 
since on the principle of savage philosophy the name b a 
vital part, if not the soul, of the man. When Fatherrtfwfei 
Ufitau arrived at St* Louis to begin work aiiumg Ihe^JSfll 
IrtKjuois, his Colleague* decide! ihat in order to make 
favourable impression on hi? dock the new shepherd should 
assume the native nmnt of hii deceased predrees wir, Father 
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lifiiyfls, "the celebrated missionary.'' who had Uved munv 
yc.^ anwnp the Itidiaus ami enjoyed their higji 
Hut Father Urtiyai hful been called frmn bfe earthly labours 
to hb heavenly rest only four short months before, * n “ •' 

wa* too Boon, in the phraseology of the l"*g* J° 
up the tree.” Him* mbed up it Ml in £*<£**' 
and though Mime bolder spirit* prated that their Itc* 

pajrtor had wronged them by b.Xmg the " a ™ " *“ 

jJw.or/MMWrf «y* Father Umnu they dtd 
not foil torvrgt.nl me ii hiiwdf In another &*»<■* 
for-Wiwe). *hice I had entered Into all Ins nglits. 

Tlw same mode of bringing a dead tr*h i« life Jy 

bestowing hi* nnmc upon * living t««» ”* P^' 1 ^ 
live Unions and other InUlfltt tribes of Canada. An e-r f > 
French traveller in Canada hav iie«ril*d the ceremony 
ititi i—i n < ijf rcaiirtectinh as it was obfcrved by a ir ’ u . llfl 
522? ““ cans the Atthumidom,, , He say*: "The AttreriiuWs 
Araniutn nfadise nsiirrcetlon ? of the dead, principally of persons ' k '■ 
have deserved well of their country by lift* remarkable 
von ices so that l he memory of JBtr.tri.ntS and valiant men 
revives in a certain way in other*. Accordingly they ca 
assemblies for this purpose and hold councils, ai which they 
eho t* one of them who has the same virtues and qualities, 
;f sxwiible, os be had whom they wlnh to rtyiivcitatc ; or at 
!-■ iti he tna.i be of Irreproachable liic. judged by the slant art 

J t ravage people. SVWiing. then, to proceed tn l« 
resurrection they nil stand up. oreept him who k to b* 
iriu'cita vd. to whom they give the name ot the <h ceiled, 
and all letting their hands down very low they pretend lo 
lift hint tip from the -mrUt, Intending by that to signify that 
they draw the grtai personage deceased from the ft r ' vc 4,1 
restore him to life in the person of tlik other, who stands up 
wn -!. ifter great accfomotion* *f the people. receive* he 
present* which the bystanders offer him. They nirthm 
) fcust* In hU lion: or and rtgard him then*- 

forth us the deceased whom he reprint*; ami by this 

l 1, If, lafiuo, -l/lfw'i ** Utmpt rf rnal- " A e^l bwrvWlp’■htb* 
*mrndMMMT OVk, I mi, lir AM’ piuATd luril l?jr Cuptosn J.-^ E< w _ * 
Qwherd* merely Wj < fSftl * !*ti«*>«0 kiptAlag ^ ^ Cwf 
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II rim ' l ift)t.-indt U fttamfo f-rminr. P- ( 2*b 


ft 


jvAMtrs of r//£ mtAP tabooed 




mcuiiv!, the memory of virtuous mci and ‘*f a,,a 

Vitilant captains never dies nrnr.nn them" Aunt as ' tC 

Huron- the ecr; muny look place between the death mil *h® 
ureat Festival .if ihe Head, which ims tomnlly celrhf.ncd 
at intervals or l««Sve years. When it was revived i" ' ' i|l,! “ 
citate a departed warrior. I he member* of W* fnnn!y i»ct 
und decided which of i lain was to tie regarded as an mcar- 
mittail «f the dwcJsetL IF Ore dead man hud f*c» * 
famous dii. f anti leader In war. bis 1mi«c repn •«■'«■.*"d 
namesake succeeded lo hU functions IV* nt '™ lIc 

l rt him, and lie entertained the whole tribe a: A ma^nlrcem 
banquet, 1IU old robe* were taken from him, mid He 
dad in richer raiment Thereupon n herald |H«*lun<4 
ahijd die mvitrty of the Incarnation. ** Ut all thei F«"P*. 
he said. " remain tU-.nL Open your can and abut vmtr 
mouths. That which I about to say is of importance. 
Out btHnc-s i.v to raiuduitu a mon ami tu k |an £ 3 E™ 26, 
captain to life With th« be named the dead man 

and ill hi- jUrttaritv, and reminded Ins bearers of the pmo. 
and manner at Ids death. Then taming to bm jJ" J 
succeed the dr parted, ha lifted up b* voice: Behold him, 
he cried, - clad in thU dutiful robe, ft b not he wW you 
saw these post day* who was «1M Nchnp. H« 
his name to another, and ha himsell » now called L«M 
(the name of the defunct ■' Udk on him ns the me 
captain of this nation, It b be whom you arc bound to 
obey; it is hu whom you ale btaind to listen to. <- H hc 
*>l)am you are bound to bW Tire « I™"** 
rnejuiwbib maintained - dignified vdence, and afirewanU ted 
the young braves out In war in onkf to prove that be l .ut 

inherited the w«W virtues « w ' ! ‘‘ ,c ”Z! t £ 
the dead chief. 1 The Cartier Indian* of British Cotumhia 
firinlv believe 4 that n departed *Wit *»«.» n pleases, come 
Ijjrek to the earth, in a human shape or body, in order to * 
hi. friends, who .ire still <lhto Therefore. as they «b «M 
to „:l lire to the pile of wood on which a tw P sc t* Iwd. a 
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ndatiun of I be deceased pmofl \tands at hi* fret, and a-k* 
hEm [f he will ever come hack among them. Then the 
priest ot tii=Ly icirin, with a grave countenance, stands She 
hi' rid of the corjT-i-, and tnokfi thmugll both ht* h.nid- un its 
naked breast, and then raise* them to ward hcjiNit, and 
blow* through them, n* they say, the -on! of t In- deceased, 
that it may go .*nri find, and enter into a relative. Or H 
any relative is present, the priest will hold Irath his hands 
on th- head of this person, and blow through them* that the 
spirit of line deceased may entr-r into him or her ■ and 
then* as they affirm, the first child which this person has 
will poises^ the soul of the deceased person/ 1 The writer 
dues not sa> that the infant took the name of The deceased 
who was bom again in it : but probably it did, For Kfne- 
tlmcs the priest would transfer the soul from a dead to a 
living ircrsmt, who in that ease took the name of the departed 
£ti addition to Ilis own/ 


Aitsdn£ the Lapps* when a woman was with child and 
near tin: lime of her delivery, a deceased ancestor or relation 
(known as a Jahnttk) used to appear to her in & dream anti 
Inform her what dead perwm was to be bom again in her 
infant, sind whose mime ihc child was therefore Id hear, If 
the woman had no such dieam, Jt fell to the father or the 


relatives to determine the name by dlvtnatloii or hy consult 
Ing a wbattL 1 Among the Khonds a birth is celebrated on 
the seventh day elkf the event by 4 feast given tu the prfet 
and £0 1 lie whole village* To determine the child r * name the 
priest drop gniim of rice into a cup of witter, naming with 
each gram a. dcocusetl anatalor. From the ninvciueiits of 
the seed in the waicr, and from uhservslinns made On the 


person of the infant he pronounces which of HU progeoftdrs 
bai reapjKTired In him, and the child generally* a* least 
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arming tin* northern tribe*. teed™ the name of that 
ancestor. 1 A moitg the Ewe-apealcine pcfipte<l of Togo, in 
West Afrlc.; when t wottnin f» in hard latxiur. a fetish 
jjfjiMi iir priesttsa is nllrd in to disclose the name of the 
deceased relative who has Just been born again into the 
world In the jurrsftfi of the Infant. The name of that 
rein live it, bntowjel on the child. 1 Among the Yontbas, 

-awn after a child has Ucn U-m. tt priest of If". the K«i 
of divination, appMis on the scene to aaeeilnin whul iinces- 
tml soul ha- been reborn In the lldaab As won an this has 
been decided, the patents are told that the child must con¬ 
form m -ill respect* to the trimmer oflifi of tbc ancestor who 
now animates him or her, and if, a.= often happens, they 
profess i^nonurttc, the priest supplfc* the riece ^r>- iftfoi ma¬ 
rine. liit: child usually receives the name of the ancestor 
who has bwn berm again in Mm,* tn Uganda a eh M Is 
named with much ceremony by its grtndfather, who bestows Hirtertm 1 
on it tiic name of one of its ante.tors, but never the name 
its father. The spirit of the tlcceascd namesake then enters MPl .'to . 
the child and assist* him through life. 1 Here the relncuma-^ 
tion of the ancestor appear, t:* Ik effected by giving lu» 
name, and with it hi* soul, to hi* descendant. The same 
idea seems to explain a curious ceremony observed by the 
Mali a! aka of South Africa at the warning of a child. The 
spirit of the ancestor whose name the child ia to 

br.ir is represented by an elderly kbit man nr I* ins worn an, 
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McnnJinC a* (he UtUr aim b tt 1»y or :i girt, A pretence 
; s ma de of catching the representative of the spirit, and 
drugging him or her tv the hut of the child's parent*. Out- 
>idc the hut the pretended ipMl takwte sent and the slnn 
nf an animal b thrown over him. He then washes his 
hnmis in a vessel of water, cals mm mflkt-pomdge, and 
washes ir down with beef. Meantime the women and girls 
dance gleefully round him, v:reaming or singing, mid Lhrow 
couper rings, tleads, and so forth as present5 Into the vessel 
of water. The men do the -Bine, but without dancing ; after 
th.it they enter the hut to partake nf a feast, the repre¬ 
sentative of the ancestral spied now vanishes, and the child 
thenceforth bears his or her tiamr. 1 Tin*- ceremony may be 
intended to represent the reincarnation of the ancestral splrft. 
hi the child, 

k^-uU'-f In the Nicobar Islands the flames of dead relatives arc 

*Mn»rt=* ■ ib'-jcd for a generation ; bn! when both their parents are 

m^dcfel, men and women are bound to »*»* ,he fiamca | °| 

Mf'-***-Hidr deceased grandfathers or grandmothers c 

cSirtJu, Itartiap* wish this funtea ihey may thmrglif to Inherit 
the spirits of their ancestors. Among the Tartars hi the 
Midslle Ages the names of the dead might not !>■ Uttered till 
the third generation. 1 Among the Oilynks of SaghaU&n no 
twu parsuist In the -ame tribe may bear the same name nt 
the same time ; for they think that If a child were to receive 
!iw name of a living man, either the child or the man would 
die within the year. When a man dies, his name may not 
be uttered until after the celebration of the festival at which 
they sacrifice a iwar for the purpose of procuring plenty ol 
p,m-' and fish. At that festival Uicy call out the name of 
the deceased while they bnt the skid of the bear. Thence 
forth the name may he pronounced by every one, and it will 
be bestowed on a child who -hall afterwards lie born,* These 
customs nggcsl that the Gilyaka. like other peoples,suppose 
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(he namesake of a deceased pw*on to Ur hi* ot her reinear- 
nation . for their objection to let lw living pereoiti hear the 
same name scon* to imply » belief thiU tilt said rocs with 
The miinr, and thesefme cannot i« sluued by two people at 
rlu- same li mt 

AiDon B th£ Ksquiw^s qf Bcrfrtfl Simit the first child SMm 

in n villnge afler -»™: one ha* died receives the dead *1 

,erWs name, find must represent him in subsequent*^ 
festival* which arc given in hi* honour. I he day before lhe 
great feast of the .tend the neitiest male relative of flic 
.k-cctreed goes to the grave and plant* before It a stake ^*h. 
bearing the cr CT : or badge of ihe departed. Tld* 1 * the 
notice served to the ghost lo attend the festival Actonl- 
fugly he returns from the spirit-land l . 1 the g yavc * After* onto 
•l swig is Mirig at die grave inviting die ghost to repair to the 
isaarthlydiousc, where the people arc gathered 10 erk bia.tr 
the festival. The shade accepts the invitation anti takes 
hi* place, with the other ghosts, in the fire-pit under the 
floor of the assembly-house. All the lims of the festival, 
which lasts for several days, lamps filled with wal-oiJ arc 
kept burning -lay and night in the sjscmhly-hrm^ fn «nkr 
to light Up the psuli to the spirit-land and «»ble die ghuit* 
to find their way back to their old haunts on cattle When 
the spirits of the dead are galbcied in the pit. and the 
punier moment ha* come, they all rise up through the flour 
and enter the bodies of their living namesakes. Offering* of 
food, drink, an d clothes are now made to tho.-c MMMR, who 
eat and drink and wear Lhe clashes an behall of the ghosts- 
Filially, the dude*, refilled and strengthened by the 
banquet, are wit away back to iheir graves ihinly cjtl in 
the spiritual essence of the dollies, while Lhe gross ntulcmj 
substance of lhe garmeuts 1 * retained hy their nnmc«k< 3 . 

Hero the roincamatitm of the dead in the living I* not 
ncmunJetit, but merely occasional ai d temporary- * 

‘pedal annexion may well be thought to subsist at all time* 
litween the d«W*d and the living person who bear* hi* or 

tier name- 
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tw The forgoing facts m±m to render it probable ihnt 

uj a> ivhere ei belief in 1 he mnearTSfliian of ajicesiora either te 

thiiW^ not **&&*&¥ Attested or has bi>£ ccasrc! to forro part of 
jwoluLiip the pop id nr creed, many of the solemnities which attend 
the naming of children may have sprung originally from 
the widespread notion that the souls of the dead come to 
life again in their namesakes. 1 

In stunt* cases the period during which the name of the 
i deceased may not be pronounced soemi to bear a tlotu 
«**]F relation to the lime during which his mortal ixmuinj may 
he supposed :iJTI to bold together. Thus of some Indian 
i<Jue*fcre tribes on the north west coast of America it in said that 
they may not speak the name of a dead pencil M imlil tin 
bones are finally disposed of." 1 Among the Narrinycri of 
South Australia the name might not be uttered until the 
torpsr? had decayed.* In die Hncoutilvr Bay tribe ,.f die 
4ame country the dead body is dried over a fire, packed up 
In mats, and Carried about fur vvtral month. among the 
scenes winch had heart familiar tu the deceased in Id* life. 
Next il is placed on a plot form r>f slicks and left there till it 
has completely decayed, whereupon the next of kin takes the 
skitll a ltd live* it a* .1 drink in g-eiip After that flu- frame of 
the departed may be uttered without offence. Were it pro- 
pounced <n-->rier hii hii-fm-ti would tr* deeply offended, and 
a war might be the result 4 The role that the name of the 
dead may not Ik* fpofccn linri: his body fins mouldered 
.v.vay seem* to point to n belief I hat the spirit eonrfiittcs to 
exist only so long is the Ixxly docs so, and that, wireu the 
material frame h dissolved, the spiritual part of the mail 
perishes with it, or goes away, cr at least becomes <o feeble 
and incapable of mischief that his name may lac bandied 
about with impunity, 1 This view is to some extent cun- 
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filmed by the practice of I be Aruntn tribe In 
Austral!-'- We huve seen that among them no one t,Mi y «itnM< *» 
mention the name of the deeded durini: *h K l ,er ^ 
mourning fnt feu r of disturbing and annoying J £ *■■* 

j« believed lo lie diking about at lar,;c, 7:0me ol '-Ik nr.Utuni.. <f 

of the- dead man, it in true, such as his pj«ntt,clifcr tawUiert ..»*-> 

and sUtcrs, ; iinnial attms, mnlbw-in-law, and all his wiia- 
s n -)g Wl vulictli f actual or possible, arc debarred all I bar !>v« 
finm uklir bift name into tlvrir Sip*J hul other people, 
iududing i U wife, children, grandchildren. grtittlpniems, 
younger brothers ami jUters, and father in-law, are n« lo 
name him « »oon as lie h*s tv*scd to nnlb t\* * a * th 
k-ntr tit Ik dangerous. So mo twelve nr crglitrat mnutli* 

,flcr his death the people -«n. to think that the dead man 
has enjoyed hi* liberty long enough, and that it is time to 
confine HU ftatles* spirit wtlhin narrower bounds Afeonl- 
incly a grand battue or ghost-hunt brings the d»> - '- ™ 
Snms .. .» «J- flic fcvouific h™. o< ,h, 

[ S hrti-ved to be the burnt and deserted camp where he flu "■ 

Here therefore OH > certain day a band of men and trtimrn, 
the mrn armed with drldds and spear-throvrertt. assemble 
and begin dancing round the chaired and blackened reraa.n^ 
of ft* camp,shouting and beating the air with AarwmgJ 
ami hands in order to drive away the lingering -pint from 
the spot he lusts loo well. W»n tl« dnncmg h over, the 
whole party proceed to the grave at a **£* 

before them It U in vain that the unhappy ghost «•*»* 
last bid for freedom, and, breaking *«■*>■ fn>»' thc Kaiem, 
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doubler back lou-ards the comp; the leader of the port}' l* 
pirpaied far this manoeuvre, and by (nuking a long circuit 
adroitly tills off the retreat Of the fugitive. Finally, having 
run him to earth, Lkey trample trim down Into the grave, 
dancing ami ilatnpitsg on the heaped-up soil, while with 
downward tlinwu through the air ihey beat ami force him 
under ground. There, lying in Ids narrow house, flattened 
arid prostrate under a load of earth, the j»of ghost sees Id* 
widow wearing the gay feathers of the ring-neck parrot m 
bar bait. am) he knows that die tints of her mourning for 
lum is over. The loud dlmits of the men and women shew 
him that they are hot to be frightened and bullied by him 
any mott, and that he Had hitter lie quiet. But he may 
still watch over his friends, will guard them koto harm, and 
visit them in dreams. 1 

| 4 . .Vam/s #/ Kitigj .trtd fitter S,ur/J Ftricns faboetd 

tv yn&. Whew we see that in primitive society the names or 
l( *ni,r, cA mcrc tomiriOncrS, whether alive or dead, are nuttier* of such 
anxious, cnre, we need not be surprised that great precau- 
ftisi (tv- should be taken to guard from harm the names of 

nuj-irca. kings and priests. Thus the name of the king of 

Dahomey is always kept secret, lest the know ledge of it 
should enable some evil-minded person to do him ii mis¬ 
chief Tlie appellations by which the different king* of 
Dahomey have been known to Europeans are not their Itur 
names, but mere titles, or what the natives call " strong 
names " {nyi-miy As a rule, these M strong names M are the 
first words of sentences descriptive of certain qualities. Thus 
Agaja, the name by which the fourth king of the dynasty 
whi known, was part of a sentence menning. * k A spreading 
tree must be lopped before It can be cast into the fire"; aqd 
Teg h we SUM, the name of the filth king, formed the first word 
of a sentence which signified, “ No one can Like die cloth off 
Hie neck of a wild hull.” The natives seem to think that no 
harm comes of such tilts* being known, since they are not, 
like the birth-names, vitally connected with their owners.* 

* S.ntunr in.) OJiU-ii, .Vj.'ht r,iht U is. HZtlh 7*t &m t/**a*i 
*■ tW jp. 4»S.£ol A-/** if tit -t'w* cmt. n *f- 
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in the Gall* klhfiOnm of Gh«a the birth-name of 0* 
sovereign mar not lx pmrtOUiicai hy a subpO. under j d 

33 -orJ. «ttt* 

chauMd for other* Thu* «btm»qUW> named ( «m rec¬ 
over the kingdom, the word to*, wh.ch *t*<* SI ^T 
exchanged for #nw \ Further, ****** 4BS * ''"*' rc F, 1 , - 

„y,; and War*. “#W ww tfaep^d and *»M*g 
tilled For It 1 An.eng the Bahim* of central Africa, when I he 
king dies. hi s name is abolished from the lounge, in -> * 

M.,me was that nf an animal, a mw iF|*nalfc>» njn* »* 
round for the ne#tWC at once. For example, the k g 
ohr-t, called a lion, Hence at tl« deathof a 1«JJ "T^ 

Ltol a new mmn Tor lkm. tn K™’" 1 Jus J£; 

Thus in the language of the Bahitna the Wl,r 10 , 

U>mc yean ago was ntpet^g^mL But when » S 5T ° , 
chief of Dial name died, tht won! for Hon was changed 
Mm*** Again, in Hie BaWn» language tin- won! 

« nine" u«d to be a w«W* which JOCW with the 

Mme meaning but dialectic*! vurfitmns In the Innguugrt of 
S tribes of central and eastern Africa. But when a chief 
who itom the name Mwcrtda died, the old name for nine 
had to be chanced, and accordingly tin - 1 word 1Jl » ’’ 

SSSS In Siam it used to lx tUfltodt tu mm an 

ihe king’* r«l name, since it was Qftlully kept <«tet from lear 
of sorcery i any one who mentioned It ws* dapped ln Q t>"> - 
ThekiTitf might ant y be referred to under c^fnm high- 
SXr ' the august,-'the- the 

“the-'teat emperor; 1 "deJC&fidncit of the ^ci-, mi\ so mi. 
In Hurnta it was amounted W knpW>* of the Uy J “ 

mention the name of Uw «■*»'"£ sovereign'. l * 

• d , evw * her. they urm hr from thdr country, <ouW not - 

££37*5S»i» .«« to m» ?•«* 2S 

[he ;:»«* » known hy hlr. royal titles only. 

name of the F.m^m of Chin* may neither lx pronounced 

. a. CVitil. /» *#* *•>>"*" /2't U?i 
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nt»r written by any of his subject* 1 CupMitt m, it- formerly 
fhrtfiUcn. iiudtr severe iwnallics , 10 Ult<r '' lt ‘ 'j; in S ^ l|Ll|, '' J - 
which, infeed. was seldom known. 3 When n friiM* -v^'ids 
tin! throne of C ifnbi 'Jii he ceases to be datgnntcd by lik 
rc.iS name ; and If that nsntc happens to be a eonimii! wrmi 
in tint language. the word is often changed. Thus* .or 
example, since live «f King Any * ,e * 0rt J 

■A«#r<; which Ittcaiit a small coin, has been reptottd by <w». 

In the Uliind of Sunda it is tuboO to utter any word winch 
coincides with the n.mtc of a prince or chief* I hr name o 
the rajah of Bolang Htmgondo* a district in the west of 
Celebes, is never mentioned except in case of urgent 
necessity, and even thru his pardon must be tekrj re- 
penally before live HUrty Is token,* 1 n (he island ul S^mbu 
people dn not mention the ifcvl name of a prince, but refer to 
him by the name of the first stove whom in Ms youth he 
became master of, This slave Is rtgnidcd by the chief m 
his second self, and he enjoys practical fanpumty for any 
mlsdeedi- he may commit-* 

ivAmong the Zulus no man will mention the r5rimc (,[ ™ 
*» *** chief D f his tribe or Thr names of the progenitors oi the duct, 
dyeh sa far 33 he can rtmiirnbcf them ; nnt will he utter common 

•* words which coincide with or merely resemble ie 

tabooed names, * As, for instance, tits Znagtt tribe say *tate 
for numii (water), amt intern for tsteuti (grass), and wot- 
raiJu for umtettde (astrgai), and ittpttag ' for tnldtU paihj, 
because tltcir present chief is Urnfan-o inhlcla, biv fatfiet wjs 
M norinl bis grand tot her Irnkondo. and one before him 
T±h ami." In the tribe of the jriv.indwti then; was a chid 
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called Lunch which means the «in hence the name o « 

sun was changed from Awrtfi to A T ' fo . al>lJ M ««**"“ 10 *“ 

day. though U«ga died more than a hundred year* 

Once mOTtr. in the Xnnmnyo tribe Reword 
herd canto" wai changed horn «/«.m ■'*» ’'■ vf, ' t *° -' ■ 

because u-Meywi *» die ips of the chief Bepjfife-' *h«* 
ttlM whlcll .™ oWrd by crtl mte »»*»**.■ 1 
Zulu tribes united in tabooing the name *r the bint *■» 
«U<*1 over the Whole tuition Hence, for example, when 
l’,ndi was kin- of 2u Inland,the word for "a rootof a lrLC ’ 
which is was duitROd to »■****• Again, the w« 

fnr 11 lies ” or * slander ” was altered from <ima^e to *»> > 
because «iMb «».Uii«. a syllable of the name of the 
famous King Cetcfcwayo. Tluae substitutions art not, l'«J* 
ever, carried so Tar by the men as by the women, who omit 
every sound even remotely resOHWiitg one that oculi* in * 
tahJcil name- At tlm king’s km* 1 . indeed d is 
difficult let understand the s,kxcI. -f n- '<>>'* M J ';> 

Treat in ibi« fad-jo,* the "*»-* not only nf the kmy ■' 
forefather,, b* even of his and >heir lumbers back fbr gmmi.v- 
;inns When to these tribal and tmt.on.ii tab™» *rjdd 
those* family taboos on the names of connexiom by marriage 
which have been already described, wo can ***’'>' 

*,and how it coma about that In Zolulwd every in^e h» 
wonb peculiar to itself, a.ul that the *©•»« have a «*- 
ditewbfc vocabulary of their owrt Members, Wh «* <«* 
hnrLily may be debarred from using "**&* &*& 
t| 10SC of another The women of one kraal, for msMi.c 
tpAy call a byaCTW by its ordinary name; 'ho&r of 'h- 
lla yu- tire common ^Wtkutc , while In a th.nl he 
£2 rn.tv also be unlawful and another term may Nve to he 

SS to supply its M it-- *' S5SJS- 

«: Imted. for wil*ttk> «r <M"B« « *»»» 
lhrr , or r ou , S)nonym\ whicli llimu£ii «k I>IcikUi.£ of Inoc. 

air known all ovf/ 3tu inland* 
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hi Madagascar .1 similar ctHforn everywhere prevail* and 
iiai resulted, :l 5 aiUkitif Hit Zulus, in producing certain 
dialectic dhVvrciices m tiui speech of the various Lrilics. 

I l.«c are no family name in Madagascar, and aiinoftt every 
personal name i* drawn from the language of daily life and 
dguifiti* wine common object, or action or ij utility, such as 
j bird, a \ttuM, a tree, a plant, a colour, and so on Now. 
whenever one of she* common words forms the name or 
part of tlie name of llw chief of the tribe, it becomes acred 
.,nd may no lunger be used in it* ordinary sigoification as 
the name of tree, an insect, or what not Hence a new 
muni: for th-: object must be invented lo replace the one 
which hi« been dbesrdciL Often the new name consists i.f 
a descriptive epithet of a peri pi .reus. Thin when llm prin¬ 
cess Kftbodo became queen in ahs took the name of 
Kasohcrinn- ffow ffktrpti r *■#) the word for the silkworm 
moth, hut having been Ftssumcd as the name of the sovereign 
it could no longer lie applied to the insect, which ever since 
hivs been culled *att/-d’rt:y, “ offspring of dik." So, again, 
if a chief had or took the mime of an animal, say .if the dug 
and was known as Unmboo, the animal would hence¬ 
forth be Called by another name, ?robahly a descriptive .me, 
such as " the barker 11 [fumavo) or * the driver smy" {fm- 
drotiku), etc, til the western part of Imerirra there was ft 
chief called Audfia-tnamba: but wamha was one of thr 
pjunes of the crocodile, so the chiefs subject* might not call 
the reptile by that name and were always scrupulous to use 
another. It is easy to conceive what confusion and un¬ 
certainly may thus be introduced into a language when St is 
spoken by many little local tribes each ruled by a petty chief 
with hi-> own sacred name. Yet there are tribes and gxroplc 
who submit to thi* tyranny of words as their father* did 
before th m from time immemorial. The Inconvenient re¬ 
sult* of the eustotn .ire especially marked on the western 
coast of the island, where, t>1 account of lire large numliftr of 
Independent chieftains, the name* of things, places, and 
rivet* have suffered m many change* that confudon often 
iibes, for when once common words have been banned hy 

AntJt ir/- tMtUnU, Ai. (l!w)H nm'nJr LolkV .Wri{Uitin, *bkll h 

j>. Th*i=«nilM to lb* tell U Lij ml Iry fir the iiiilnl. 
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Uw chlefa the natives will not Mkiwwfetljf to l*«ve ever 
known them in their old sense- 1 

But it is not merely the primes of living kings and **»^S^T* 
which arc tabooed in Madagascar; the name- of dead *,ui 

,..igw a.r equally under a ton, -it leant in MWt.e F»t- «t 

the Wand- Thus among the SakaUvas, when a kiini ho* ,„wi 
died, the noble* and people meet in council mlttid the dc«i' 
b<«ly and solemnly choose a new name by which tho 
deceased monarch shall be henceforth known. The new 
name alwayi begins with aitJrim. u lord," anti ends with 
amtmu. “ thousand." to signify that the tale king ni "f over 
* numerous nation. The body of the name is (MKT 
an epithet or phrase descriptive of die deceased or ol it-* 
reign. After Use new name has been adopted, the old name 
hy"which the king was known during Ins life btromc< ^creo 
and may not be pronounced under pntu of death, [-urtiier, 
womb in the common language which bear tiny rest mltlaiwe 
10 the forbidden name ntra become-acred and have to be 
replaced by others. For example, after the death «i tong 
Makka the word Ink*, which meant a canoe, wa» atomh-imd 
and the word fim mr&w * substituted for il When 1aou>3 
died, the word ^..Signifying "bcauUful "we, replaced 
by tom- Feu Similar remits the word 4»Mn t *** 

changed for wtef, Which properly means " rip* 5 'he word 
l vtsji, -castrattn!," wsw dripped -"id cut, 

Adopted in Us place; ami the wood for Jslund (««0 *« 
dunged into ieM wf*h gullies strictly ’ a place wheto 
there is rke.« Again, when a SakaUv* W»g named 
MarentocUa died, two Wf* Ml l«* JUu f "““ft the 
word utkn or mdtr meaning truer untl the word into, 
mailing “condition- 11 Person* who uttered die* forbulilcn 
uiiids were looked on tmt only W poszly rude, out even 
a* felons; they tod committed a capital mme. How¬ 
ever, these changes of vocabulary we confined to the 
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T»c district o«r which the *»■** J*** £ r ' 

«* ndahbowhis districts the u(d «crda continue Id 1* 

r ployed in the bid wn *. 1 A(ata. am f*£ Bn,a ’ ^ t ', r 
uihc of M.idagav^r, " tlw memory of their deceased temg 

is hold in the very highest respect - the ^ ■«** 
kings b comukrtd wmnd-loo sacred indeed lor 
and no one is allw«d to pronounce Jt l □ such ■' ^ngth 
a this absurdity carried that the name ol any person or 
thing whatsoever, if it l*s<r .v r^mhl mee to the name ol 
Liie deceased king, is no longer used, but Some other 
designation U gi>cn. For iu 4 M«. there was a king named 
Andriamasoanrfro. After his decease the word maswmdn 
« s m> longer employed iu the name of the tun, but 
wa } if nik* was substituted for it -” 1 An en,incut author.ty on 
Madagascar has observed : " A curious fact .which hal had 
a verv marked influence on the Malagasy Jangimgc, .s the 
custom of no longer pronouncing the name of a dead person 
nor even the words which iambic it In llieir «melu«oi* 
The name is replaced by another. King Uaimtm, since h« 
decease, luu been called Mahatenutcnarksni , 1 the prince who 
has conquered a thousand foes,' and a Malagasy who thou] 
liltef hh old name would be regarded *<■ the tnufdererof the 
prinee, and would ! here forts be liable ro the canty, cation (il 
his property, or even to the penalty of death. It b easy 
accordingly to understand how the Malagasy language, one 
in its origin, tu* beet. -.urn. pled, mid how it *un« About that 
at the present Jay Uimc are discrepancies between ll;e 
vnriom dialects. In Membe. since the death of kmg 
Vi nutty, Hie word utcmiing a pot. hnt been replaced 

bv fiktink***, * cooking vessel,’ whereas the old word con¬ 
tinue*. in use in the rtr .1 of Madagascar These cbaiiges, it 


. v. S-l, “ tie ■!< irnuJufs-iW, 
.sd.ffirhn <«r t« Saiiilm." Palm* 
J. IPmJ»S. Itoe 

JAfc,« PP- m 

l«K A Iri^nL liar, " 1J3 IMri Fjh*. 
phti-i rvn lt» 

.i'SHnr, V. t'W P- 3I * : 

A- Wi^v^TIit £afej*U*A_ P 

Kant v J/*&/*™* jV^r- 

wl 11 , lUptte < ! li* 

Four M ■! i ij’ «fc'i i (AnuMniiimfl, 

i A. Yin 


if itftttHJtit i rlAfn^fjn^Tp f ps l w 
(A Auu>D(il I liiiC SwfcljAl** <1 
fcY{fUhJcfl Iff m-flTillrKl ill* MUH* ul 
4 U T . 1^-1 JKFKI 11 *F* A- YrtfUdfOW, 
t>Vun M-ftorirViTu mi* 

Ekl&nldEVR ftrn ffri' Hiaa^qicirp^ 
^ GerthtAMft /ti* Ant 
£ 1 m.it m &iri* H, M*ii |lS 06 ) Mft. 
1 |Lw-jii p «T||£ I 5 ttri^ n .IritJtt*- 

RWffv 1 iWtiir* f- ^ 

vuUL. HqiiilLE ef <l»« Bt«rffcd Fenaf 
Nwnbciv (AmnainfttvOf 1 ^ 3 . F- ^ 


v , VAXES Cfi SACKED PKKSQXS TASOOEO 3*' 

is initti hardly take |»ta^e e««pt far kings and greal 
chiefs." J 

The sanctify attributed to (he permits of chiefs In 
iicsia nalurully extended *itto to (heir iMfltes, which *B 7,1.# 

primitive view arc hardly separable f i»m (he penality k 

their owners. ilfliice in I’dtynesUwe fitwi 'he same >yitem- ivjiti*™- 
uLic prohibition to utter the names of chief* or of common 
word* resembling them which we hive already met with in 
Zululand anti Mftdjiguscai Thus In New Zealand the name 
of a chief is held so sacred that, when it happens to be a 
common word, it may not be used in the language* nod 
nnrt iiwr has to be found to replace it* For example, a chief 
u> the southward of lisat Cape bore th/r name :t Marfpt, 
which signified a knife, hence n ntw word iurrinO far 1*^ 
tvaa Introduced, ami the old one became ohfdtet*, Eliir- 
•iihot; the wool far water [ttwf) had to he changed, because 
it chanted to be the name of the chief, and would have been 
desecrated by bring applied to the vulgar fluid i' well »» to 
hh «cied person- Thta taboo naturally produced a plentiful 
crop of synonyms In the Maori language, and travellers 
newly arrived in the country were sometimes pur skd at find- 
tag the um: things called "by quite different mime* In neigh- 
U'utrim; tribe*.* When a king comes to the throne hi 
Tahiti, any words in the language that resemble hi* name in 
sound roust be changed for others, In farmer times, it any 
■nan were so rash as to disregard this custom and to use the 
forbid lie 11 words, no! only he but all his relations were 
immediately pul to death.* On the accession of Kmg Utoo 
which happened bcfwc Vancouver's visit to Tab lit. the 
proper natttrs of all ihe «We6 «(*« changed, as well u-, t rty 
or fifty of 'Ik cum inn nett wonlj In the language. «nd evtiy 
unlive obliged to adopt the new terms, for any *wglc«' 
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In in was punbslicil with Ih* pteUesit severity. 1 When 
a certiiii king named Tu came to the throne of Tiidll ike 
word flt, which ineaii". ,H to stint!/ 1 was dunigaJ \o tt& ; fitb t 
"A tint* tx-cxinie 4 /iW; fari, *to strike/' wm turned into tint, 
and *<i on- Sometime*, a* in ihe?e Instance^ 1 he new names 
were formed by merely changing or dropping wme fcues nr 
fcUcjTi of the original wordsf in other ea*es the ^rteftituted 
Lcrim were entirely different worth, whether chosen for their 
similarity of meaning though not of sound, or adapted from 
anmhi - djaket, or arbitrarily Invented. Hut \h(: changes 
thus inlipdoccd were only temporary; on the ctenEfr of the 
king the now words fell into disuse* and the original one* 
were revived* Similarly in Samoa p when the name of a 
sacred chief was that: of an anlmaf or bird, the name of the 
animal or bin! vm at once changed for another und the old 
one might never again be uttered in that chiefs district 
[ r or example, a sacred Samoan cldef wan named Pea, which 
means *' flying-fox* I lessee in his iJLlrlci a ilyiitg-fox \% 4 $ 
no longer called .1 flying-fox but a ‘ bird at heaven 11 

[Nidn:i /ixnjpy* 

In atiefcut Greece Llic nantes of the priest* and oilier 
hfah official1 wfto had Jq tin with tlie pel lor 1114me ul the 
*■*"* Elctiainlan mysteries might not be uttered In their lifetime; 
k UltffttL To pronounce them waj u legal efience, The jiolant in 
Ludnn Iclb how hr fell in with these .11141 use personage 
felling along to the ; Sice coutl a ribald fellow '*lio had 
ilmJ tu name Ihetii, though well he laUV thm ever since 
their consecration it w>ts unlawful l*> do to, because they hnd 
become iinonymous, having St*-, 1 thrir old name and acquired 
new -ind 'Acred thie*.* From two inscriptions found at 
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Elcu'-h It appear* that lit* name* of the pri^t* wits 
committed to the depths of the rea;’ pnit.ably the)- wets 
manNt oil laWeti of broaw or tea* which wwe «* 
thrown into deep water In the Gulf of Salami* the inten¬ 
tion d.uihtliti- w n’- to keep ibe iiiLFiifis Jt profound sct-rct ; 
and how could that be done mare surety thtm by sink mg 
ihrm in the tt*? what human vision ronld qjy 'hem 
Simmering far down to the dim ***" « t!lc ^ 
water ? A eteuer 11 htitration of die confusion between the 
incorpoTT-ai and die corporeal, between the name “nd tt* 
mol crial embodiment. could hardly be found than in thb 
practice of civilised Greece- 

I„ 1 VifiO. a district of Weft Africa, a secret religious Tbr^ 
sosictv flonriilica under the nnmc of the Ycwc order. Hoth n ,. h r. (lS 
,*„ =,1.0 »«*« .dmhwl K. IL m twching 
practice of the order are lewd and licentious. Murderers ^ p „ 
and debtor i join it fc* tlw --akt of escaping from ^ u f for 
die member* aie n->t rntmuMt to the luws. On bong 
Initiated every one receives * now name, and thenceforth Vus 
or her old name may never be mentioned by anybody under 
pennity of a heavy line. Should the old name be alined in 
ITfitiarret! by an uninitiated pawn, Urn aggrieved party. who 
-cems to be ofteier a woman than a man. pretends to rail 
lu‘, .l frenxy. and in this state rtishet into the hoeae of the 
offender, .mashes hi . pots, delays the grass n>A and man 
dmtii itie few. Then she rum away ml* the Ihrcs , where 
tin- -imple people holievO that she :> changed into * Iropani. 

In triilli she slinks by night into the cnnvemu.il buildings of 
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tlie order, (tnd is there secretly kept in comfort till tile 
busings h settled. At Last she Is publicly brought back by 
the sodtLy wiiii great potup, licr body smeared with red 
eiiftli and adorned with an artiJjciAl tall In Onier to make 
lilt Ignorant think llial she has really been tuitied intir a 
leopard. 1 

When the n.itnr f.r held luk n vital jmrt or Use person, 
it is natural to sm|ij»oj!? iliac the mightier the person Lite 
more potent must btr bis name, llcntn the nrunes of super- 
natural beings, such as gods ami spftlla, an; corninunly 
litiieved to lie endowed with marvellous virtue*, ami the 
mrnr utterance of them may work wonders and disturb the 
iniinr of nature. The Wjrrsmtuiga of central Australia 
be] lev ■ in a formidable but mythical snake cal fed llie 
Wolhtn<jua T w hich lives Ell a pool. When they speak of it 
ama::^ themselves they designate it by -mother name, 
because they -ay that, w-rre they to call the snake too often 
by its real name, they would lose control over flie ctwtltrr, 
nnrJ it wcuU tome gut of theater and r-il ihtm sill up. 1 
Kor thii neasoat, too, the severed bucks of the Mongols* 
which namilt: the m nr* colour deeds of the divinities, are 
allowed to be read only in spring or snmmo 1 ; because nt 
other seasons the reading of them would bring.on tempests 
or snow* When Mr Campbell was (ravelling with ionic 
Ikchiimta^ he asked them one morning after breakfast to 
Edl him some of their stories, but they informed him that 
were they to do so before suekm& the do cads would fall from 
t lie heavens upon iliesr heads* 1 The Sidfca of New- Britain 
believe Its a certain hostile spirit named Kot* to whew wrath 
they n I tribute earthquakes* thunder* and EFghUntig. Among 
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th*. things wbkh provoke life vengeance i* the tdilng of 
lilci and legend* by Jay ; atones should i« told only at 
evening tv night. 1 Most of the riles of the Nawjo 
Indians may be celebrated only in winter, when the thunder 
is silent and the raltlcsaukes me hibernating. Were they 
to tell of their chief god* or ruinate the myths of the 
day's of old A- -my filter time, the tftcfitni bdfcvc thnt Urey 
would soon be kitted by lightning or snake-bites, When Dr. 
Washington Matthews was to New Mexico, he often em¬ 
ployed ns HI* guide anil Inrcinrumt .1 II Lera!-minded member 
nt the tribe who had lived with Americans anti Mexican* 
and ir/mrrl to be free from the superstitions of his feiiows. 

- On one occasion “ say* Dr. Mat thrum, " during the month 
of August, in the b ight >f the ndny season, I had him in my 
-tudy conversing with turn. In ini unguarded moment, on 
hi s part, 1 let! him m!n a discussion about the uod= of his 
people, and neither of us lad noticed a beany storm coming 
over the treat .if the Jiuni mountains elo-.c by. Wc were just 
talking of Estumttldu, the goddess of the * art, when the 
house was shaken by A tdtttic pal of thunder- He tvs* nt 
once, pale and evidently agitated, ami. whispering hoarsely, 
Wait till Christmas, they are angry,' he burned away. 1 
have seen many such evidence* of the deep influence of ibis 
superstition on them." : Among the Iroquois the rehearsal 
of tales of wonder formed the chief entertainment ol the 
fireside in winter. Hut all the summer long, from Ihe 
time when the trees began to bud fn spring till the 
red leaves of autumn began to fall, these tmmeltotts- 
storks trere hushed ami hMotkal tradition took ihuit 
place. 1 Other Indian tribe- >1*o will only tell their 
mythic talcs in winter, when the «»» ii^ like a p-dl on 
the ground and lake,- and rivets are <«*md with sheet* of 
ice ; for then the spirits underground omiM Hear the i.:r,ries 
iu which their names an: made fr« with by nimy gompa 
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gath-red round the fire . 1 The Yabirn of German 
Guinea tell iheir magical inks especially at the time when 
the yants lui\ c been g-iihcfcJ and store*,! in the lunJ^y 
Such tale* are told at evening by the light of the fire to n 
circle of eager I Lite nets, Lbe narrative being broken from 
time to time with a sou* k which the hews join* I he 
tclliug of them stories Ja believed to promote the growth of 
the crops, i fence each Uk ends wllh a wish that there may 
be many yam-,, that the utro may 1 * big, the sugar-cane 
thick, and the bananas long.* . , . . , 

yv.ni w mu* Among the KwsWutl MM* of British Columbia the 
umisiTi sopefjthwn about names has affected In a very curious way 
th™Kw*. the social structure (if the tribe. The m.liles luwe two 
difftmit sets of names, one for fee in whiter and the other 
in summer- Their winter twm- -we Lhme which were given 
them at initiation by their guardian spirits, muf as these 
spirits appear in their devoured Only in winter, the name, 
which they bestowed on the Indian* may not be pronounced 
iu summer. Conversely the summer names may not Ik 
used in winter. The change from summer to winter names 
takes place from the moment when the spirit* are supposed 
to he present, and it involves a complete transformation of 
the sofiiil system i for whereas during suniRlsi thr jwople 
arc L'toupcd in dans, in winter they arc grouped in societies, 
each society consisting of nil persons who have been Initialed 
bv the same spirit and have received from him the laim: 
magical powers. Thus among these Indians the funda- 
menti*l constitution of society chnngci with the seasons: in 
summer it b organised on a basis of kin, in winter nn ,1 tvisfs 
of spiritual affinity : for otic half the year it is dvil, for the 
other half religious* 
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| j, AW#rr of Gods faired 


Primitive fnun errata his gods I ft Ws own imagfc. 
Xenophanes remarked tong ago that 1 V,,- completion of negro '* 
god , whs black and thuir no-es flat ; that THraeiuu god* 
n-rfn ruddy and blue-eyed i nod that if horse-, «nen, and 
lions only believed in gnd* and had band* wherewith to 
portray LLisiti, lln-y would doubtless fashion their deities In 
the form of horses, and oxen* nnd lions - 1 Hence jum a* the 
furtive a.iv;!ge conceals his real name hcousc Ik fears that 
wreerer- mEfcht make an evil use of it, so he fancies that Ids 
tjnds i[iiust likewise keep their true names secret, lest other 
god* or even men should !eu» the myitic sounds and thus 
is; able tu conjure with them. Nowhere wna this crude 
conception of the secrecy and mti;'.ical virtue of the divine 
Tjaiue mote firmly held or mote fully developed than in 
undent Egypt, where the supers tit in n;i of a dateless past urie 
embalmed in the hearts of the people hardly less effectually 
than the bodies of cats and crocodiles and the i«l nf the 
divine menagerie in thrrir rock-cut tombs. The conception Ha . i^ 
well |J lustra led by - 1 story 1 which tells bow the subtle Isis ih„ „ MHM 
warmed Hi* vseret name from R«, tlie groU Egyptian fit*! 
the auo. Ids. «o runs the tale, was a woman mighty in 
WPr< h, and she was weary of the world of men, and yearned 
after the world of the *;od* And she meditated in her 
heart, laying, *Cam** 1 by virtue of the great name of Ka 
make myself s goddess and reign like him in heaven and 
earth ? J1 For k.t had many name*, but the great name w hich 
ehvc him al t power over god* and unm was known to none but 
himself. Now the gad was by «hi* rime grown old: he 
slnbljcred a! the mouth and hi* spittle fell upon tlur ground. 

So his gathered up the spittle and the emth with It. and 
kneaded thereof a rerpetrt and Lid It in tire path where the 
great god pissed every <Uy to Hi* double kingdom after his 
hearth desire. And when lie came forth according lu hi* 
wont, artcndOd by all hi* company ef gala, the sacred «n«nt 
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Ktiaig him, and the god opened Ms mouth and Cried, and 
Ws cry wont up to heaven. And the company of (pul* ctM, 

*> VVli-xt wleth thee ? "and the gods shouted, J ' Lo and behold . 
Jim he could not answer; his jaws rattled, his limbs slunk, 
th c poison ran through his flesh as the Nile Jlowtth over the 
Ja»il. Wit*i* the great s;od had stiflpd his heart, he cried to 
hfs followers, ** Come to me, D my children, offspring of my 
body, t am a prince, the son of a prince, the divine sred of 
a fjod. My father devised my name J my father and my 
mother gave me ttty natoc, tjnJ it remained hidden in ms 
Ixrtiy since my birth, that no magician might have magic 
j lower over me I went out to heboid that which I have 
itiatk. I walked in lh- two lands which T have created, and 
lo l •omelhing stung me. What it was, 1 know 3 sot. Was 
it tire t was it waiter? My heart Is on fire, my ^Icsh 
tremble! li, all my Iftnbe do 'juakc. Bring me the children 
of the gods with healing words and oaderstafuling lipd, whose 
power nauheth to heaven." Then came to him the children 
of the gods and they wen very sorrowful And Isis came 
with her craft, wlu-.e month is titll of the breath of life, 
whose spells chase pain may whose word maketb Ihc dead 
to live. She said, “ What t> ft. divine Father? what is it 7 " 
The holy god opened lib mouth, he sjakc ami Mid, “ J “ cut 
upon my way, 1 walked after my hearts desire In tin two 
legions which 1 have made to behold that which J have 
Created, and M ft serpent that T vtw not *tung me., if it 
fire? b it water? J am colder than water. 1 am butter than 
firs-, all my limbs sweat, I tremble, min: eye i- mil de.i lfa.il, 

I behold not the sky, the moisture bedeweth iny face as in 
summer-time." Then spake tsss, J Tell me thy name, divine 
Father, lor the man shall live who is called by hi* tiatnt" 
Then answered Ra, “ J created the heaven^ and the earth, 1 
ordered the mountains, l made the great and wide --c*. 1 
stretched out the two hcddOS like o curtain 1 am he who 
opeiuttfa his eyes and it is light, and who shutteth them and 
{t is doth. At h« command the Nile riseth, hut the god* 
know not ills name. I am Khcp-rra in the morning, 1 sun 
R,i at 1)001, l am Turn at eve." lint the poison was not 
taken away from him ; if pleated deeper, and the great god 
could no longer walk. Then said Ills to him, ” L hal was 
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ntrt Uiy rtatni: that thou apakatimto mt OK tell it mr.that 
the jsolson iiuiy depart ; tor he aii.ill live will*-’ name i» 
named." Now tile poison turned like fire, it war hotter 
limn the Qcune of fire. The god said. “ 1 consent that Isit 
‘Hail search into met, and lliat my name shall pas- from roy 
bre-irt Into hors." Then the god hid himself from the god*, 
tnd hi- fjliuie In i lie ■ hip of eternity was empty. Thus w,v- the 
name of the ijirut god taken from him, ami Ifis, tlit witch, 
spake," Flow away poison, depart from Ra, It is I. even I, 
who nvercximc the liaison and cast it tn the earth i tor thr 
name of the gicai god hath been taken away m m him L** 

Ha live ami lei the poison die." Thus spake groat tiK the 
m :; . -I <,f the jjodi, she who knows Rs ntirl hit true naioe.. 

Thu* we *ee llvat the real name of the god, with wliich 
n» power was Inextricably bound up, was supposed to be 
lodged. In an almost physical sense, somewhere In hi* hwasrt,*^^. 
from which it mail! be «:ti acted by !i sort of surgical oprm- .,,,, , T 
tioit and transferred wMi all It* supernatural power, to the 
breast of another In Egypt attempt* like that of In* 
npprepru* the lW w=r or a high god by f*MP*frg J«*l 

of hi^ natnr were not mere legends told of the mythical wn*» 
beings of * remote p**t ; every Egyptian magician aijSred 
to wield like power, by similar means. For it was ton ever! 
that hr whir pev-esw-'d the true n.ime possessed the -cry 
being of fttri or man. and could loree even 3 deity to obey 
1 dm 05 * slave obey, hi* master Thu, the art of th* 
nrnjrfdun consisted ill obtaining front Hid gods a revelation 
of their sacred nam«, and he left no stone unturned to 
accomplish hi- end. When once o god in * momciil of 
weakness nr Ibrgctftilnev, had Imparted to the wirardlhe 
wondrous lore, the deity hail no Choice but to submit 
humbly to the man or pay the penalty or hi» enmumacy. 
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In one papyrus we find the gad Typhon thus adjured: rt F 
invoke Ihw by thy true names* In virtue of which thou cJinat 
hot refuse fo hear roe M ; and in. knottier the magician threiittftri 
CMm tti a 3 if the- god does not do hi* bidding lie will name 
him akitid in the port of BusfrU 1 5 o In the Lucan Lbc 
ThcwaHan wftdi whom Sextus iVunpdUi consulted before 
the battle of I’harnalhi rtuvutaui io call up the Furies by 
fchdr real name? if they will pot do her bidding,* lit modem 
Egypt the rnugidan »tilF works his old ctiduiutmems by list 
Sjrne ancient means; only the name of the god by which he 
conjurer is different. The roan who know* h the meat great 
name" of God dh, wc arc told by the merr utterance of ;s 
kfll the living, rake the dead* transport falnwetf mtfamly 
wherever he pFease^ and perform any Other tnTmde.® 
Similarly among the Arab* of North Africa at I he pvtwiftl 
day “ the power of the name fa such that when one knows 
the proper names the jmn can ■-ciircdy help answering the 
cal'! and obeying \ they arc the servants of the magical 
names; in this case tin* incantation bos u constraining 
quality which is for the moil part very strongly marked. 
When Ibn d ll&jdjdj ei-Tlcmt&ni relates how the jinn 
yielded up their secrets to him* he says. 1 1 once met the 
seven kings of the jinn in a cave and 1 asked them w teach 
me the way In which they attack men and women, causing 
them to fall .nek, smiling them* paralysing them. ami the 
Ilka They all answered me r ' If it were anybody but yon 
we would teach that Lo rn.-l«. Jy. brj i you have tli^coveneil ibr. 
bands, the spells, and the names which compel us ; were ft 
mi for the name* by which you have constrained m< we 
would not have answered to your call/ 1 '" ‘ $% loo," the 

Chinese of ancient times were dominated by the not Ion that 
beings arc intimately associated! with lltcir names that a 
naan** knowledge of lbs? name of a spectre might enable him 
to c^crt power over the latter amt to bend it Us Ufa wj)b ,v * 
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shared by the Romans When they ant *io*« a - £ *" 

the priests addressed the gwnfiw tJrtjjf wf * 1 * place m » <RIL^LITR 
set form of prayer or Incanl.ulon. inviting hhn to ahmrdrn, « tlh 
the beleaguered city and came ov«r to the Komaiw. «ho 
would treat him a* well oi of letter than he 
beets tieared in Ids old Imm* Hmire Uie name m 

Uiurdian deity of Home w*» kept a profound -etrel, lest 
ontmfe. of the republic might lure hmi tf**. evenw» he 
Romans themselves had induced many god- m " 

rat,, the fatllng fortune* oTeitk. that 1*1 sheUncd rhem n 
happier days 1 N»* the real name, «* «««iy of U* 
guSdtan d^.birt OF the dty lUd$ w*»wmp« hr ipMV 

and flight never be utterc*i not even In the t\ ^ _ 

«mh. Valerius Sontruie, who dnred U> dnrnlge the 
^crer was put to death or came to a had reld- f« W« c mart ^ r ' 

KM*S MM 4 W*» '» 

(he mystic names of their dtW amt *>*» to “g*? 
times U>c OwttrtfliBS of the C&uoiiis t«P the name* of their 
Kimmuna! villages secret fn;m motive* of -uj'^tiuori, 

If the reader has Imd the patience to <o»«* ilifa ,jjUlfre* 

- tl( j perliiitw tedious exam mid ion of die lUpcratUfop* * dL ‘ h 
10 personal mtmei he will probably agree ,tiBt * 

{., which the names of royal personage* am so often direudwl 
j* no isolated phenomenon, no arbitrary expression o eon; y 
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§ 6 h C&nittFn Wards- tnh&cd 

Cotihirm But person;i1 name* are not the only wards which 
* »up««ill^u* fear 1 ! have banished fmin everyday use. In 
fmoiaj many ca*es similar motives forbid crftniii person* at certain 
"^nSwi *«*«> to call common things by common rmratt, thus abiding 
Hi* dictn either to refrain from mentioning these things altogether 
or to designate them by special trims or phrases reserved 
iwilwi foj- such occasions. A consideration of these eases follow* 
naturally on an examination of the taboos Imposed upon 
personal names ; for personal names arc themselves very 
often ordinary tons of the hmguiigc K 50 that an embargo 
kid on them necessarily extends to many expressions current 
in the commerce of daily life. And though a survey of 
some of the interdicts nn common words fa not s trie Ely 
necessary for our immediate purpose, it may serve usefully 
to complete our view of the transforming influence which 
superstition has exercised on language. 1 shall make no 
attempt to subject the examples to a searching a 1 Li lysis or 
a rigid dussifi cat ion* but will set them down as they come 
in a rough gcr^rnphical order. And since my native laud 
fur cashes as apt balances of the superstition any other, 
we may start on our round from Scotland. 

O-"-™™ In the Atlantic Ocean, thou- six league* to thr vw-i *4 
t*y Gallon Head in the Lewi*, lies a small group of rocity 1 lets 
HinM-iftfii known a* lb* Finn min hlatids, Sheep ami wild fowl are 
m Z now ihdt otdy inhabitants, but remains of what are described 
(UfcjrmwL 35 Dfuliilca] kmpks and She rillc of the Sacred hies given 
them by Budumait surest that in days gone by piety or 
$upCT?£itkin may have found a r*fc retreat frtim the lurnic-SI 
of the world in these remote jalhudc*, where iha <k?dtlnft of 
thr- waves and the ilritfeftt scream of the $ca-fa|rdi are almost 
the 1 inly 4ind> that break the silence. Once a year, in 
summer-time, the Inhabitants of the adjacent lands of the 
Lewis, who have a n^ht to these i<> lands, cn>ss over to them 
to fleece their sheep and kill the wild fowl for the sake both 
of their flesh and their feathers* The}' regard the islands as 
Invested with a certain sanctity, and have been hcard to my 
thus none ever yet landed in them but found himself more 
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disposed to devotion there than anywhere tire. Accordingly 
the fowlers who go thither are hound, during 'he whole of 
the time that they ply thdr business. lo rdme-fye very punc- 
liUniiily certain ipiaint cutfamis, the tratisunv-dun o> which 
Would be *ure, in their opinion, to entail «nn* serious lucon- 
veil Ect icc- When they have Ian led and fastened their l>oat 
to Uif side of a rock. Iky clamber up into 'he island by a 
wooden ladder, and no vmnirr are they got to thi- top, than 
they all uncover tbetr headB and make a turn tun-wayi round 
aWut. dmnking God for their safety. On ihr nf the 

island- 'tie ; tic ruin* of a chapel dedicated to St. Hannan, 
Wileu the men come within about twenty pacts of the altar, 
they idl strip Lhciiisclres of their upper garment-, at ■ nre and 
betake thedielvcs to their devotion?, praying Ihric* before 
they begin fowling. On the first day tk fir^i jrraycr it 
offered as they advance towards the chapel on their knees: 
the retired is said as they go round the chape*; and the 
third is ‘aid in or hard by the ruins. They also pray 'hrire 
every evening, arid .iveoiliiL it unlawful to kill a Irva ! after 
evening praver*. as also to kill ft fowl »t ™Y timc w ‘ ,h a 
Jlone, Another ancient custom forbid* the crew io <iny 
home in the boat any met of the sheep they slaughter in 
the islands, bmvevm many they may kill, Bm what here 
diitlly concerns U"- Is that so long as they stay cm the island* 
they are strictly forbidden to use Certain commim words. and 
are obliged to substitute others for them. Thus it is akyl- 
utclv unlawful lo call Hie Island of St, Kilda, which Ik* 
thirty leagues to the south w-reil. by its Jtoipcr Gaelic name 
of Hirt | they trm»t call it only "the high country, I hey 
may not so inu. li as once name Ihe islaort* in winch they 
are fowling hv the ordinary name of Plan non ; they must 
upcak only of “ *1* country, 1 ’ 11 There are several otlwr 
thing* that must not be called by their comm on names - eg. 
wk, which In the langusuitf of the natives signifies water, 
th,. v r ail bum; a ft**, which in thri* lang-iDge is m £ , W* 
here be ailed U hnrJ : 'bnre in their lan^Ke 

expressed by (Luldaek, sntist here be called wh. it. a cave; 
tour in their Ittiigusge is exposed g»rt, but must here 1* 
called M .V. ihatpt slippery, which i* expressed Ay, 
must be called ; atvd revere! other things to Uu. 
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jaJlinj; or fishing, they wine fbrWddfln ■« ^' ,l p ? . 

Tia iiuJ by wlitdi they wen: known «w lind. 1 hu* toe »a - oo 
should mil be called a from ww, but * i * "**f j 

fc«t«the ilwipone a seal f , '- 

(MW »**«/)«■ a fox not imwmvA but the ied £*, 

(moiiaa/A rmtJA)i the stone for unchofbig the b&« noL * 
L “ hardness” (rra^J, This pradltr now premia ^ 
mure on ihc east Coast than on the west, where « inay - 
to be generally extinrt, it tl imported to be earcfo y 
observed by Hie foheitnen about the Cwmarty Fmt 
Among the words tabooed by fishermen in the ti.-rih °* 
Scotland when they am at Are mmisier. salmon hare 
ratjhSt fa t oio, and porpoise. At the present doy if wn 
0 f the' boats that come w the berrtng'fisbing nt VVich should 
m «U ^non-boat fmm Rosy in CaithiW*. thedremng-mon 
V.-HL not -;;x.*stk to. nor ever, look at. the salmon-fi-dm^ 

. _ When Shetland fishermen me at sea, they employ n 

^ nomendoture peculiar to the occasion, and 
SS* 'may be mctlttoied by Its usual name. . n.e ^hmted 
LOTH. are nwrtly Of Nora«*i«0 0 IL B II 1 . (of the W».i> 
hot. o«c reported to be good Men/ to *tu„ C .he . 
lines th*: Shetland fishermen are bound to refer to certain 
objects only by some *P*W word* or phrases. JJ™* * 
knife is then called A rbtm* or toUt* ; a church become, 
buanims or hm*A**t; a minister 1* **»*«* or V«« or 
^rtwtfrftw ; the devil is .wW tkitid, ^ <h tli-htxJ 

U or da k.Wi :»A a cat i* kirvr.fittog, vmfa or 
Wnr* On tlw north-east coast of Scotland there are *eme 
villages, Of which tl« inhabitants never pronounce certain 
words anti family names when they alc al *** ~ cadJ V1 J 
has Its peculiar aversion to one or more of thtjc wor ^ 
Uflon* winch am - minister." “kirk," "swine. -saltucm. 
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*■ trtrn}, 1 ' and ’ dog." When ,1 chtlrtb hit* to Ik referred Ui, 
jif, often httplHJiiif, *iucc «ncm» of the chtiKhev «rnr -i- 'mid- 
m.trks to die fishermen at sea, it (i spoken of »■ ihr 1*11- 
hot„c* instead of the “ klrft "* A mlnhtttr I* catlrrf • the 
ojKii w i 4 the biack quytt" It U partieulaiiy mihicky to 
utter the wont ''sow “ or “swine* or “pig" while ihr lint i* 
beiti,: baited ; if any one Is foolish cntniph to do to, die line 
Li sure lo lie lost In fom-c villages nti She toast of l ife a 
fiifaw man who liear- Hie ill-omen C(f ivottI Spoken will Cty <0it 
►-Cold Iron" Tn the village of Buckie there ate •noun' family 
names, esjwcially Koss, mid in n h'ss degree Lntill, "hish no 
fidtermau will pronounce. If one of these naJfte* he men¬ 
tioned in the hearing of a fisherman,. iw *piti crt - afi ** Cilit ' 
il, Any one who beam tin- dreaded name ■* enllcft 

it “ chiller-out,' and iu referred to on!)' ■■> a cireuinloclltini 1 
inch US "The nitin Ii dir BO in so." or * the load t( lives at 
such and such a place* During Ihr tu to hr- reason men 
who are unlucty tiwii^li to inherit the tattooed name* have 
Utile chance of bring hired in ihr; fishing-boats; and nomn- 
lime\ If limy kart been hired before their itamn were 
known, they luvn been re fused ihrir wage* nt the end -f the 
^mt, became the boat In which they wiled had n °*J* cn 
successful, and the bad luck was sot down to their presence 
rn it.' Although in Scotland superstitions of this kind 
appear tn h> sptoUHy intJdant lo the callings of fishermen 
ft nd fowler., other occtipntiofla are mil exempt from thrm. 
Thir In tlw Outer Hebrides the fire of a kiln it twK 
fire . Intt wvM Such a fire. It is »id, is a dangerous 
thing, and ought not to be feJcrr«J to except by a euphemism. 
v Evlt be to him who called it fito nr who riamrd fire in the 
kiln, It was GOitiiJdtrred tli* next tliin,; lo Kiting it on fire 
Aisiin In wrttte districts of SodUwi.I a brewer wqdld hnire 
rt^nUrf the uk of the word “ water* in reference to the 
work in which he was engaged, "Water he jrtmr part of it, 
was the common reiwu It *m supposed that the w of 
.he word would n >dl the brewWj 1 The I lighkirders rey 
* *. Onf-t, f,'i Awr* *Tk 
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thsit when you meet a hobgoblin, and ihr fiend asks whnt it 
(he name of vouf dirk, you should. not cull it a dirk (Modug}, 
bin "my father's sister” ifiidhar <ti\uh*r) or "my &au 1* 
mother’* sister " {fmDtar w steawitnttair] or by some ttnuhi 
title. If you do not observe this precaution, the goMJn will 
lay such an enchantment <>ji the blade that you mil he unable 
to’ atnh him with il ; the dirk will merely niitke a tinkling 
noise against the soft impalpable ho ly of Lhe fiend* 

Manx fisherman think tt unlucky to mention u horse W 
a mouse on board a fid dug-knit. 5 Iho fiduiniieu of Dieppe 

on board their boats will not speak of wveml ihiugs, for 
instance priests and cats* 1 German huntsmen, fiom moth ts 
of superstUtoo. call everything by names different lima those 
iti common use.* In s;«ne part of BavnrU lhe former will 
not mention B fox by iti proper name. I r ->t his jipultry 
should suffer from the ravages of the animal. So instead 
of Fufih j he cal is the beast Ltrltti, finui-tw'. or 

//flOl/m 1 tn Prussia and Lithuania they ray th.il m the 
month of December you should not call a wolf a wolf but 
” tlic vermin 11 {dm G*witn»), otherwise you aHll be torn in 
piece by Hue werewolves.* In various parts of Germany it 
i% a mk tltftt certain animals may not hr. mcniinned h; their 
proper names in tlic mystic season between Christen** »nd 
Twelfth Sight, Thus In Thdringeti they say that if 
would be spared by lire wolves you must not mention their 
name si this timc> in Mecklenburg people tl\i*k that 
were the)- to iiome a wolf on ->nc of tin sc days the an tom 
would appear A *1vnphcrd would rather mention the ucvu 
than lhe wolf at this season ; and wr "»d of n farmer who 
had a bailiff named Wolf, but did not dare to «« the 
man by liia name between Christmas and Twelfth Night, 
referring to him Instead as Herr Undwrt Mr, Monster 
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I* Quuttow. n village of Mwkteiturg, there arc mimy 
nnfmab w h<>:-= common i»b .i>c disused at ihl* wa^on 
anti replaced by other*: tints a fox is called “long*tad, 
and a mouse * fcg-rutitMf " Any person who 

disregard* the custom ha* to pay a lint 1 In the Mark of 
HramWoJjltrg tlwv say that between Christmas am* Twelfth 
KUi you iboulii fio! iinuik of mic* as mice hut as 
ftfo&ri otherwise the field-mice would multiply excessively. 
According to thr; Swedish popular belief, there are certain 
animals which should never be spoken or by their proper 
narrl cs, but mudl always be signified by niiphcmiwiis and 
kind allusion* to tltelr character. Thus, if you speak *bqht- 
ingly of the cat nr beat twr, you fuiul be sure not to men!but 
her name ; for ibe belongs to the hellish crew, and is a friend 
of the mountain troll, whom du? often visit* Great caution is 
also nestled in talking of the cuekuo. die owl.and the magpie, 
for they are birds of witchery. Thr fox must be Called 

- luiue-foat," or “ he that g«e* in the rarest“ , ami rats are 

- the iDPg'bodloiir mice 1 the small pty? and the seal 
•> brother l.ars" Swedish hrrd-giiis, again, believe that if 
the wall and the hear be called by other than thcEr proper 
atid legitimate rmmes, they will dot attack llw herd. Hence 
they give these brute* names which they fancy will W* hurt 
their fed logs. The number of endearing appdlulfotiis 
lavished by them on the wolf i* legion, tluty Latl him 
■ gulden tooth* “ the silent one," ** i;iry Irgs,” and >o on; 

ihe teftr in referred to bv the n^pcctfu! Ittlc-s uf t ,e 
Old man' ” dintWr/ 1 "twelve menV MrengtlC ^olJrn 
fc-r and more of the same sort, Even teammate things 
ur’flot always to be called by their umA >«»■ ti* 
instance, fire f= sometimes to be colled H host (Ar.'Ai) not 
rider til ; water for brewing mu it he culled /u.' ™ nut 
tuitM w cb^ Mjc fjeef WflflJd not turn ^ut -ft 
of the Carpathians, a pastoral people, who dread (lie rav»<;ts 
of wild bi ids on their Hock- and herds, as; unwilling to 
mention Lbe bear by hi* proper name, w they call Wm 
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nrepccifully "the little uncle" or # tfw Mg one." In like 
manner ant! for similar reasons they name lire wolf" die 
little one " [uni the serpent ■* the long one . 1 * They mny not 
say that wool is scalded, 01 in the heat of summer Ihe sin - p 
would rub themselves till their sides were raw ; so they 
merely say that the wool is warmed . 1 The Lapps r Pa . to 
call the hear by his true name, lest he should ravage their 
herds ; SO they speak of him a* ■ Uie old man with the «mi 
of skin , 11 and in cooking hi# flesh to fWnisli a meal they may 
not refer to the work they am engaged in at "touting," bur 
must designate it by a special term/ The Finns sj^ak ol 
the bear as M die apple of die un-od," M beautiful honey-paw/* 
* the F ridt the U ticket," * the otd mao," and ao on,' And 
tn general a Finnish hunter think# that he will have poor 
sport ff he call* animats by their real names ; the beasts 
resent It, The fox and the hare an? only spoken of aj 
* gftins" w»ii the lyn* i« termed " the forest cat," lest U 
should devour the sheep,* Esthontan peasants arc very loth 
to mention wild beasts by their proper names, for they 
behev.. that the denture* will not do so much harm if only 
they are called by other names than their own. Hence they 
sj«ak of the tear as "broad foot "and tile wolf as - nrev 
CMiL"+ h '' 

natives of Siberia arc unwilling to call a bear a 
Jniffliii 11 ,>tjr > they speak of him os * the little old mart," ■’ die nineter 
* of l h= ftTrest, 1 * “the sage" - the respected one.” Some who 
K*» mfl[E familiar style him - my cousin " T The Kamteiuit- 

kans reverence the whale, the bear, and the wolf from fear. 
Aatxrka. Qn d never mention their names when they meet them, be¬ 
lieving that they understand human speech. 1 Further, they 
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think that mice also uiulcwtaitil the Karolctuukan language; 
w in autumn, wfe*u they rob the field-mice of the bulla which 
fcluHvc little eftaLitre have laid up in their burrows as a store 
against whiter, they call everything by n««« different from 
the rod in ary ones, kit the mice should know what they were 
■saying. Moreover, they leave odd; a nil citda, such a-. old 
broken tiredlri, cedur-nuts,and so forth, in the burrows, 
|n raakc tile mice think that the transaction line bc -11 nor a 
robbery hut a fair exdmngc. If they did not do that they 
fancy that rbc mire would go and tliown or hum- ti emwites 
ont of pure vesatlnn , and then what would Live Ramic/miii- 
bans tb> whhntit tlin mice- to gather the bulbs lor them ? 
They a !sn rpcak kindly to the imiuaK and beg them not to 
tabc It 01, explaining that whtt they do Is done out of pure 
friendship 1 The Cherokee Indian, mE*rd U« nltlaiiafce 
n:i a superior being and lake great pain* no: tu offend iron. 
They never say that a man ha* h«n bitten by .a snake but 
that he h-ir. been " scratched by .* briar." in Hkc manner, 
when an eagle bu been shut for <1 ceitSndtiJaT dunce, ft is 
announced (hat “ , romvblrd has hern killed." Tlie purpose 
is to deceive the sp|du of rattlesnake^ traffic* which ought 
be Kilening. 1 The Rcqulraatlx of Hiring Sited think Hist 
some animals con hear anti undent and what I* s*M of them 
st a distance Hence, when a hunter i- going on! In kill 

bear? he will of them with the greatest respect and 

give out that he is going U> hunt »t oilier bea k Thus 
tile bars will be decefteii and taken unaware*- Among 
the Ksaulaux rff Baffin Load. sCBta in mourning may 
not mention the names of any auimaU.* Among Hie 
Thompson Indians of British Columbia, children may not 
dime the coyote or prairfc wlf in mfslcr, Icj 4 be alien ■ 
turn on hll back and *n bring cold weather. 
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Thr Arabs call u man who has been bitten by a snake 
-the sound one 11 i leprosy ^ ^ ^ey «**ie? a ' c 
bSegmi disease - ; the left side they name -‘the lucky sule ; 
thev will not speak of a lion by his right name, but t :fw to 
him at for example “ the fox." 1 in Africa the lion » 
jitludcd to with the same ceremonious respect as the wolf 
tind the bear in northern Europe and Asia. Hie Aritb= of 
Algeria, who hunt the lion, apr-uk of Ivitn as Mr. J”hn Johnson 
flolian bcn-el-iohan). because he b» the noble* qualities of 
matt and understands all languages. Hence, too, the first 
huntsman £o catch sight of the beast paints at him w ith Ins 
fiueer and says. “ He is nut them"; for if lie were to say 
He is there,” the Hon w°uld ril him up . 1 E*«P ! U! ‘? C1 
jtre necessity the Waxtgtias of extern Africa never men -ion 
the name of the lion from fear of attracting him. 1 hey call 
him 11 the owner of the land" Or "the great bcasl. 
negroes of Angola always u*r the w °rd W- 1 ** C ' ,rt 
sneaking of the -amc noble anhn^l, hcfftUK ihry slunk lh*X 
iiv- is "f.-tish 1 and would not fail to punish tlv:n> for dis- 
rcsjwct if they omitted to do so.' Bush«wii and Hcdmanas 
bfdh deem it unlucky to speak of the lion by Uis proper 
udnic j the Beclniima-' call him the boy with the }>■*«*! " 
During an epidemic of smallpox in Mombasa, Brits -h East 
Africa, ii was noticed that i bn people Were unwilling 
merit bn the native name {tutu*} of thr disease. They 
referred to it either as “grains of corn” -v.V] t« apiplf 
■■ ihc bad disease." * So the Cliinc.-c of Amoy am averse to 
speak of fever by its proper name; they prefer to call it 
“ beggar's disease" hoping thereby to make the demons of 
fever Imagine that they despise it tod that therefore it would 
be useless to Stuck them . 1 Some of (he natives oi Nigeria 
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dread the “wl a* a hit;! ttf ill “men and a re loll Ho mention 
its name. preferring w speak «f it by- mca^s oi a «fr- 
cam I net) don suck us “Hi- bird that makes one afraid"» 

The if crop think tlwt if they W - L tnnkt and cii] 11 by 
it< name, the reptile will dine them, but that ii they e-dl ii a 
rtmp (MO il will lie Hilt' When Nandi vnrtfcifi ere 
wit Of* fin expedition, they may wi* call it kitffc a 
Itktfkrtwri)', they must call it - i« mre* fot b!e«dii<: califo" 
f toxgtt) ; and none of the party may utter tlic w-tod win] 
employed in greeting mak** In MaitaKawa* them seen# 
to be an avcrslnn it. pronouncing fin. word f “' lightning 
tvdrafra ); the word for mud (/Jffljfo) Is wwietWies 
luted for U-* Again, it fe drier I y forbidden to mentkm the 
word for ciworiile (mrrterAr’i near river; of Madiign --nr , 
and if clothe? «huu!d be netted in pertain odwr river of 
the Island, yon nwy not -ay that they air wet <.j;u ; 
vdu must say that they am nu fire (cjnrjf ) uf that 
they are drinking water (mtsiirv rdti:> A cet t-ifn spirit, 
who used to Inhabit a lake in Mailngjwear, etiU-rrallied * 
rooted aversion to sail, so that whenever the thing "‘a* 
carried past the lake in which hr resided It had id he called 
by another name, or it would all ha><? teen dissolved and 
The persons whom he inspired had •" vfil l tlisl* 
reference* tu the obnoxious iftfcfe under the disguise ot 
- sweet peppers."* In « West African story read of a 
man who wj* told that hr would «lit* If ever the word for 
sail wus pronounced in his hearing. lT*e fsi.il word was 
pronounced, and die he did sure enough, hut he -»*nt c.mr 
to life again wjlti the help of a nmgicn wooden pestle of 
whkli he tnt the TucVry possessor’ 

[ T1 1,-dIa the animals whose names are merit commonly *« "» * 
tabooed are. the snake and the tiger, but the same tribute “f™;™^ 
redirect la paid to oilier faeaate also. 5»yfd* and Mould- u» 
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cmlftn, man# of high rank in northern India *ay that you ihmilj 
never call a sunk? hy its proper name, bm alwayti describe 
tatwlij It either a# * liger itktr) or a string (rani)} In TdfngaiM 
the euphemistic name for A snake, which should always lie 
employed, is worm nr insect {jmrttpt) \ ir you cnli * < obis hy 
iLs proper name, the caatinc will haunt yon uif seven years 
and bine you a" tin: first opportunity.* Ignorant Jknrjiiira 
women v ill not mention u snake or a thief by their proper 
namea f)l night, for fear that one or other might appear, 
When they have to allude to a serpent, they call it “ the 
creeping thing “ ; when they speak of « thief, Ihey say “ the 
unwelcome visitor ," 1 Other euphemisms for the snake in 
northern India are "maternal uncle 1 * and •rope .' 1 limy 
ny that If a snake bites you, you should not mention its 
name, but merely observe “A rope has touched mt " 1 
Natives of Traviiiieore are careful not to speak disrespect- 
fully of sj; i penis, A cobra b called " the good lord " {ffitlh i 
tatHbirtm) or * (he good snake " -WAi pnutitu\ While the 
Malay • of the SUcrvarny Hills are hunting the tiger, they 
speak of the bfclit only as" the dtr ,;." 5 The Canart-w; of 
southern India call the tiger either "the dog" or 11 the 
jackal", they think that if they called him by his proper 
name, he would be mre to carry off One of them," Tlic 
jungle people of northern India, who meet the tiger iit his 
native haunts, will not pronounce Ids name, bul speak of him 
as" the jack ill" {gUar\ or “the beast" (jfatttw), or uw 
some other euphemistic term. In some places they (real 
the wolf and the 1 k-.it in the same fashion/ The Paribas (“1 
South Mtfiapirr will not name the tiger, l*:ar, camel, or 
donkey by their proper names; the camel they rail 1 long 
neck." Other tribes of the same district Only scruple to 
mention certain animats in the morning. Thus, ihc Khar- 
wars, n Dm* id ton tribe, will not name a pig, squirrel, hare, 
jackal, bear, i non key, or donkey in ihe morning luiurs ; if 
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Higv have to allude 10 ihrsc animnh at (hot ittnf. they e*1) 
Liteiii by special names. For instance, they call the hair 
"iht four-fooled otic* Of**hc that hides In the rock's" r 
while they .j of tire bear a. 5 - jwriut, which being inter¬ 
preted means “ lit with iht liver of compassion," If the 
tthniy-Tim. nip shafrlutuly obliged u> reftr to a monkey nr * 
bow fit the morning, they speak of the monkey an “ the n<x- 
cliiiihci’' and Lite besrfafl "tin; ■ aitr of white nuts They 
u.drill not jnenlinn a crocodile. Among the PnUm the 
matutinal title of the bear Is * the hairy we»H»t" 1 The 
Kok Dravidian nice of northern India, will not Hpenk of 
death or Isciuts of prey by their pTOiwr names in the mom- 
iug. Their flame tor the tiger at that lime of day is 11 he 
with the daws,” suid far the city haul "he with thi- teeth.'* 1 
The forest! of the Sutidarbamt, the district: at il« inoush of 
the Gauges, are full of man-eating tiger’ Bud th- annua! 
loss of life umirng the woodcutters is heavy. Here occord- 
iitgly the Nracic-u* animal Is not culled « tit'cr hut a jftekat 
{ptr/i 1 

fit Annam the f eat inspired by tigers, ekphnnis, and 
other wiki animals Intlucca the people to address these, 
creatures with the greatest i«pcct »s "lord” or ‘grand- 
father," lest ill* beaiU dmuhl take umbrage and attack them,* 
The tiger reign * supreme in the forests of Tonrjuin am! 
Cochin-!, hism, ami the peso ill i honour him as a maleficent 
deity. In tal'iiiij, of hi in they always call him &t£. wliich 
means mni-ricm or grandfather. They ore convinced that 
if they dared to -peak of him dbropcetfuUy, he would 
avenge the insult * In Siam there are many people who 
would never venture to utter the wools tiger or crocodile In 
a spot ivli rr thes' terrible creature* might be In hiding, Kwl 
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the sound of their nanu- ^Itoufil utiraci the mtciiikm erf the 
trtMta towards the speaker A 1 When the Malay) □? 1 'ftUnl 
jl-iy In Stom tire in the jungle and ihlnk there is i tiger near* 
they ’.rill either *pcak of him in complimentary tcims as th# 
^ graudfiithen of the wood* " or only mention him in 3 
whisper,* In Lao^ while a ninn h. out hunting elephants he 
is obliged to give convenfionnt 11 unit's to :iU common object e, 
which ctdtei ft son of special language for ekpHant-hunten-* 
So when the ilhams ami Qrang-Glai of tnrio-China ate 
searching for the precious eagle wood 111 the forest, they 
must employ m at ti fiend jargon to designate moat object of 
everyday life ; thti'.i. for example, fire is Called " the red." a 
she*goftt beenmeg " a spider~ and so cm, Some of the terms 
which compose thr jargon borrowed from t\v dial ecu of 
neighbouring tribes 4 When ! 5 l-.- Mftnliws ur uliL rigines of 
M tliicca sue searching fur whet t they call gabtiru lignum 

they sue obliged to a special language* avoiding 
the word 4 in ordinary use At sueli timer* UiL-y cali 
by the name of M-W-, ami they apeuk ol a timkt as * the 
long animal 44 aftd erf the eleplunii as M the groat BEijguah 1 ' 
They have adm to observe a number of other mbnot, partial? 
turfy In the m, liter of dim Ei s man ha* found a promising 
jfif/Atm irt 4Eid mi Win* dreams that she guardian 

spirit of i!h£ me ^ (in?/* demands a human victim as 

thr- price of hi> property* the dreamer will try next day to 
eatcl* somebody adeep and *rne..r his forehead with lime 
This is a sign 10 the guard ran spirit of the free, who 
aCcordingiy carries away the soul nj the sleeper to ihr 
land of the dead by means of ft fever nr oihcr ailment, 
whereas the original dreamer gels a good supply of aloes 
wood . 1 
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(P*Ti«, i&flj) p, jUi fn Ibit imn 
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A't.ijrneni, rik riSsij |t. Cera* 

pttif- A Cjtetorci, AV-wvAVr 
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„ COMMON WORKS TAMOtTD 

At certain «»•*•«» «< «1« Y^ m ' iil,ricS: , (>l 
IIS,mu SO .M to «* to wnplw I" «“ "« , “" n ' f ““? S“-, 

of .hoi. ™Hw couooy, *ua u U.i .«*£'■*?*£ S3E* 

extremity rf tlw Malay l'mimml*. the Land * 1mA of Am w 
They arc «taoit for three or four months cogctbeT, 
during tlie whole of ihU tins* the use of the ordInary MnL> 
liLEti- Is forbidden tv tbciHi Mid L ^ c > p Ulrt * n fS ^ lL ' hl ' 

JdM law called * **» «* *»m ** «« 

vJdicn to employ this p«iilhir l*niW ; JJ* 

men and women who *uy at home hi il« v J llB S" n ^ 
obliged to speak il while the others ate 0 «»y toohmg for 

SSmphor They licUrve th.it a spirit 
camphor trees. and that without propilurtlng hnr. they «idd 
not £* the pettool «e» i #* cry of •£*’/ 

dcada, heard at night, is supposed to be ****** ol * h ‘ 
s „{rft If they failed to employ the camphor hmgi'ago. tfej* 
t {,inh Ulat they would Wc great difficulty Id hading 
can.pl.or tUuo* *m *- 

camphor would not yield itself up to the collector- Ti c 
camphor lurv-unge counts in great part of words winch are 
S M^Ar OF Malay origin. hut it also 
many word, which art not M alayan U* ™ p^unict to be 
rrmiin, .I the original jakun dialect, now aim*-t extinct .. 

,h«* dbtlrfrt^ Ttic words derived from Malign mu forrt^ 

i„ many eases by merely substi! tiling a descriptive phrase 

to * L-l. Thu. MJ* fjgjtoy -J-Jg* 

w " ■ innlrid of Run they »y ^r sounding . "‘t q^nn 

lijZd- u filmed to 1.08 hair )■ "to»> « “ 

I. , c av( . ;j - ^ w OIL* SO when the Battar or RaUk> o r but*mt ru 
hrive gone out to search fur camphor, they mart **“"*"’*. f 
of daily * « soon as they n*ch the c«,pbor 
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££» Sri&'&i 

ipitrl rv* rja. *sy--' ?! a. 
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ansfc. v— 
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: n l "* Z^J^ Wcn they h«c t-e.1 on *« it, 

which to tty toft luck, to* - Qf 5MrjfiCiL Be *, 

*pii« in front of it to acne a* P . MJ - by 

aftcf jnmnwnfag the cmnfj^ sp ■* repeatedly. 

Play**™ - *"*■ thc J ^VSccwbU cZEphor I. 

Then they M f**« » *?*Jg ’ and ch <™* 9 

!° When it b** been cut down to the Accompanjmer 

V^toTtoc L I. efeft .»J *pli< “I- •" <■** 

r.Lc Mnpfcn cyral,. .hid. are to be fal " , ;! | "^^ ro "e 

3®£S 'Sxmmg 

SS &ZEK 

if iliev ibolta anything but the camphor language. 

» whiefc ■ S faMm to toe Melanie la«s"»e t ;*■»*— **• 
Iking for can,phnr tony -ay ‘ T""* 

«s t»* '-;z^ n rtx^"y 

ZfZm‘tZZ~ ol d*t 1 Influential men; 
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ir they hfwUe m* rule, ibey w '*" !d fil ' J nft taHS P hor ,n 

tl “ STS* wwtem *t*(« of Lhc Malay ihr 

industry b tin-mining, ami «M i«k» F«-» 

HBlhci u to the nature and properties of Ihc ott. i . fflUUtt 
mrjvfd it A* Alive mid «rowinj[, wmrttaiw hi the U»pe o * 
bSalo, which makes it* vay from pta« to p' 
gromd. Om of inferior quality is un *»«£' 

Fts tender years ; it will no doubt Improve u it F^* "W» 

Net only b the tin helloed to be under the 
command rf certain qMt» who M be PgftoJ* 
is even supposed to l»w Its 0 »n *T*ci*t tikes and div.lke* 
for certain sod thing* Hence the 

Advisable to t™t lit. ere «f* »]** “ 
venicnec. nay, to conduct the barlow m mmlnB "« J* eh * 
wA y that the ore rosy. V ft were, be extracted without ft* 
a Jn knowledge. When such are tlidr ideas about he 
mineral it b no wonder that the miners scruple to employ 
certain words in the mines, and replace them by «Jg 
which are less likely io often® to the ore or its F™d »n 
Srits, Thus, for example, the elephant uniat not be /*J£ 

... eleuhAM hut “ the tall one who turns hituseft *Jmit ■ 
L d ,?Z manner .pee,.I-la. «*-* f™! *« " 

common u«, m «lpl<V*> hy the mine* * debate 
„t, the huffato, the snake, thr centipede, tin 
tin. arnl lentons. Lemons am particularly dbijuieOi) » be ^ 
spirits; they may not 1* brought Into iK-mmo. 
the M^lay wiurd. who is a&**l in snaring pf 6 «m» wdh g? 
the help of a decoy-bird and a enlling-tubc, °" ***** 

■LTtfount csJl thlnes t*y tiidf cmnmnn Tiit tiny 

& in JS be .its ,™tin« for Ike wM PC™'* ™ 

SSriosteW about Mm. eon by the **£-«*»“» 

“ the M«ia Prioee. park.* erf* a detete He™, 'o 
It. nnble inmate. Tbe eellirts-lube >■ b«««n •» 
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rrp.sT™ mi * -UK ‘ht *«• 
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Distraction. doubtless on account of the exlTUtyrdfnary 
fn?ciijaiion It exercises on Use h'udx The dccoy^pigeon 
reed visa the name of the Squatting Princess, muj the rod with 
a noose at l fee end of it, which serves in catch the unwary 
birds, is disguised under the title of Prince Invitation 
Everythin£ r in fad, h oti a princely scale, so far at least ns 
UTsnlfl can make Et so. The very nooses destined to he 
slipped over the necks or legs of the little struggling prisofieri 
arc dignified b\ the title of King SMomntifo necklaces and 
armlets ; sod the trap Into which the birds are invited to 
walk La variously d&LCiibcd as King SoJonioia's Audience 
Chamber, or a Pubicc Tower, or an Ivory Hall carpeted 
wilh silver and misled with amalgam. What pigeon could 
resist these manifold attractions! csp-d*Tly when it Is 
addressed by the respectful tide of Princes K^por or 

Kpiriai Princes* Samp or Princess Fading r 1 Again, the fisllcr- 

folk on the east coast of the Malay Peninsula, like their 
v1 £l brethren in Scotland, are reluctant to mention the miw* of 

ttrni birds or beasts while they am at mi. All animali then go 

by the name of a meaningless word which is bdiewd 

not to bo understood by the creatures to whom it rcims. 
Particular kiuefe of animals arc distinguished by ipjwuprfaln 
epitheL-% ■ the pig is M ihc ^rimting rAj-wwA* the buffalo h " I he 
*kttwA that says ftdJk* the snipe rs "the ihrirh that erie-. kt&- 
tf&’and m on 1 In this respect the fbttcrioen of Pa tarn Buy 
class together sen spirits, Buddhsnt monks, beasts, and 
reptile*: these arc all tittvik and their common iwn^ may 
not be mentioned tl sea. !5ui f curiaitdyenongli, they lay no 

such embargo nn the names of fish and birds, except the 
vulture and dumwtfe fowls aiul ducks. At sea the vulture 
U nuincd H bald litad " the tiger ■ striped* the snnlx 
* weaver's sword,* the hor^e N fatst," and a species of monkey 
- long tail," the human foot is called "tortoise. 1 ' unci 
a Ruddhbt monk H yellow 1 ” on account d the colour Of 
hh yobe- Thfi** Malay fishermen are at lenst as un¬ 
willing lo ijicak of a Buddhist monk at sea as Scotch (Lfther- 
iiien are to mention a minuter In nirnkr irireiiitistanch If 

on-: of them mention* a monk, hi* mate* will fall on Mm 
and treat him , whereas for other alipft of the temgue they 
* W W- SMad, if. * pp, i^g ^ 1 W. ^ nfc pfk Iff* *f- 
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mm h ■» Ate** **** of 

the treiWgreSand to say, * «# «he Wtudi t-= 

Th'- u-' of itils special laiiguiijy i« C'fii nu-m f'Wi .-' ' ■ r ■- 1 

tHd* Uuii by day, Oh shore the Silw«Mt» ^ *JP 
tntrry over Ifawr lubberly landsmen who cannot talk cutrcc y 
J^2.1 in like wmJm Athimsse m#m* Rt)rtbefn 


V 


at '.ea * 1 hi UKc HUmB oui"* ---; ■ ■ 

Sumatra, employ a special vneaboldry w htn **W afC 11 ' 

11m» they may a* call a mmimnin a mountain, of mnunufo* 
high mi" Zm *waui|t the boat ; they 
ground.- They may not apeak of nn elephant •* it- 
name of but must call it fi mnmk. \f ■ «*« “jjw* 

to »7 tlial totncthlag N clcin. he muil " 0{ “ ,llL ‘" ,1 " \ 
word for Hear <A«iQ 11 ^ ** ,‘Vht 

-fare," "t«wre*; and the utterance of s«h » word in gUt 

enable the filh to ** G» fram 1114 " ct 
oi it,c*fk he must therefore employ the Iw 
svnoavm tttmgtm. In like manner, we am told, among th* 
Stein of the north coast of Java whole IU» o' wd. 
might be cotnpUed which are labored at *» mi mu * l * 
replaced ity Gibers^ 

a3 !S^Sn » the spfob. of tbe tiivnimr. w 

Malay Peninsula, Thu ivory, and the ( c mn > n ^an 
bl !Lht by the miners to Hie scene of then operetmih fw *■ tc^m* 
the s « m of such things the spirit of Hit mine wo«W CBU * J 

mfer to certain thing* by tlidr V™1*< n «^ * nJ , ***** 

|„ tt of them the mini» must u_e other wort*. . 

caU for example in MM**! «ta «->» of the *□*•*£ 
s [Se mu ft be observed ; «» commands my CT^n 
^oetilons asked’ pretaWy breau^ tU ! 

Ldous metal is regards a* a theft which the «mt « r 
putih.fi if titty caught the thieves In the *cL Cerr.ml) the 


f 

spirits of the gold mine* are treated with 

. a *. xlic 6pSnta of ihc iliVTiiifsr^ its thr mi3|inaS , 
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njhih oj Dyaks believe that ji^old tins H soul w hich -iceks m avenge 
oti men who dig the prsdoiis metal. Bui the arijpy 
h4m<:<4Ih splrii t» powerless to harm miners who observe certain 
vl^ 1 ^ (weautionayittch- aft never So bathe In a river with thrir feces 
turned up at ream, never to sit with i licit legs dangling, and 
never to tie up their link. 1 Again, a Sumatran who fancies 
Lh.it there Is a lir-er or a crocodile jn his neighbourhood p will 
dpCJik uf Lhtr animal by the honourable title of - grandfather" 
for the purpose of propitiating the creature." In the 
Forest a Karu B-ihik refers io a tiger as H Grandfather 
to whom the wood belong*," 11 he with the striped co.it/ 
or •'the roving umj^ * Among the Guye-j of Sumaira 
it Is fnrbidd'iii to mimtbn the name of small pox in the 
hmisu of ,\ man who is suiTering from ihc disease; and 
the word* fur isgly, red, stinking, mi lucky, and so fostli 
are forbidden under the same circumstances. The disease 
h rrfrxred to under the titJ t- of Jl prince of the averters of 
mitforfutie."* So long as the hunting season lasts, the 
natives of Xin ■ may not name the eye, the luuniner t stones, 
arid In Some places the gun by iEicir true names ; no smith 
may pl/ his trade En the village, and no person may go from 
one village to another to have smith's work done for him. 
All this, with the exception of the mile about not naming 
the eye and the sun, is done to prevent the dogs from grow¬ 
ing stiflf and so losing the power of running down the game * 
During the ftee-harvest In X T i r* Eire reapers seldom speak to 
each other, and when Lhcy do so, it is only In whispers 
Outside tlte fidti they must speak of everything by names 
different from those hi common use, which givc* me lo a 
*pccui\ dialect or jargon known as M field q-pceeh/' ft 
has been observed that *mte of the words hi Ihb jsngtm 
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resemble wards In the hmgn#ge <* f l1lC Haltas o( Snmn “*' 

While these rkc-rtopc ra of Ki>» •* «™k thr >' f,t ? 
address ad, other by their rattle; they fitu»l "™ 

Attend terms as - man." " wrmm" rt B lf| . " M *““V J* 

“old won**' The word for" foe" may «*» 1*»*J*“Jj"; 
instead Of It they must um the word far <-w.d C 

tabooed to them during the ktfwt «e the wonli fof 
Coke” ford 11 Atone," If a reaper to «k ***** 

for his whelslotte to sharpen his kntft. he must spe*® 
u a "fowls qift-’* In Jaw wlurn peop-^ “^“f 1 tlial 
tiger or crocodile Is near, they avoid the use t>ftj* 1 
JU of the beast ami refer to him *> ”lh« <M lord or 
" grandfather.” Similarly.own "hoar* wMehmg 
Jf nmiicet it from wild boars speak of these animals u 

“ handsome men" Atf*). Whcn “ 

unhusked rice h to be brought foto the Urn.** hart 
ntt called * bam but "the dark *m*-hou*. 
epidemics my not be mentioned by 1 ^ 

.mall «m » called the "pretty £« *k« IL 

Uthksc are particularly cartful to eschew certain common 

in « . Jw - •'•»*- n-f ** «.e 

“tree-root", the «*«**» oetttis«de is K&njil» « 

„ r -H ant <• - nit is spoken of as * water ; and sp forth. And 

when leaves and herb, *c being «" ^ C'.mty 

they are nearly designated by other than their ««*"* 

Alfoort or Tnmdyi* of Peso, in Celebes.** *££££. 

,.,, „ hl . .ft jt-tik the ordinary' language when »**> 

SS?S£5hSSwSd. AtZ* amt. tmptoy --a 

ormonty in this that i» it «me « ****** * 

r U tt. It- A- "Gfl*!' 
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wirJu imitlly applied in a d Efferent sense t or by de*aipjfvt 
pfiraaei or dfciintlocutiont* Thu* Instead of “run M tftfcy a&y 
Mfnjp"; lii^SjclkE of’VlmtiiT* tfcby say 11 that with which one 
rr.idie§ H ; Instead of H fool " they say 11 that uith which one 
limp? 11 ; ami Instead of "Gar " they say iP that with which 
one Itcare." Agdn, in the field speech M tu drink ' becomes 
* to tin wit forward Ihc mouth " . * lu pai* by n 3s express-. I 
by " nod with Ihe head"; r gun h "a fire-producer" , 
ami wbthl l< 11 that which b earned on the shoulder; 1 The 
writer who rcjwrls ihe custom was formerly of ■ ■pinion that 

this secret Ivingiiago wai designed to av^Id attracting the 
altcnttau of evil spirit to th£ rijttf tkc ; but further enquiry 
hi?- satisfied him that the real reason for adopting it h a 
wish mu Tn frighten the *nn! of the rice by fcveadiitg to it 
th. alarming truth that it is about to lie cut, carried home, 
boiled, and i-asm. It is just the words referring to them 
actions, he tells its, which arc especially tabooed and replaced 
by others Beginning with a rule of avoiding a certain 
n amber of common words* the custom lias gi ■ 'wn among 
people of the Malay stock till it has produced s complete 
language for use in the fields. In M i rmtinsssal^o this staet 
fidd-spcecb consist^ in part of phrases or circumlocutions, of 
which many are wid to be very poetical* But it is not only 
On Ihe harvest field tliat the Toradja rtaoris to the use of a 
secret language from supers tit Ediis m stives, lit the E rcai 
primaeval threat he, feels ill .:t for '.veil lie knows 

choleric Semper iif Uie spirits tv ho Inhabit Ltic ^fani trees of 
I J if wood, and that were he tu excite t tieir «r it*! they would 
assuredly pay him out fu one way or other, it might be by 
carrying off )ii; soul tnd so making him ill, It might be by 
crushing him flat under a failing tree. The^ loudly being* 

|i.i itJfiiLnrLy dkHke to hear certain words pronounced, and 
accordingly on hi* way through the forest rise Toradja takes 
came to avoid the offensive icon* ami to substitute others for 
them, ! hits hr will not rail a dug a dug, hut refers to it as 
“ live hairy one ": a buffalo ij ijwkcn of as " thick hide " ; a 

1 A. C, Kmffl, 11 I'm *H ALnJ-t i ESOJl Jip- 14^-1481 (/, “ 
** * q p**d* h-1 K+F^fli; - cn BfeUidhtp- w\hr« sj*t\ MSiBtJtBiJjijjm 

trim +elt, dua r-toAlfr'i," lI* TufowMqJ™ m TotPMi ( " iW 
wm Awt .Vf±' lUr Uycn\ pib ti* if, 
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ewUinc pot taoBO * flu* «** * ■« rf™' 1 "! •* *S§ 
thr t,c«a b lii»M »W ‘!, J*J 

ff t |k under the hm*w"f a bor^ b loil B , *"«» *■“» 

*r* * tfeflfcat* of the Ml“ If he rt«K or cnr«.c* 

«u u ucr e fgrijWtfcrt WW* *« forest, a 

trwapWt Mill fetch him MK& □ bxit K on the »*w) tha ‘ ^ 

tfSU spoilt from his nose mi mouth* 1 Again, 

t)lc weather fe fine «.<1 the T«*lja *»!■« « m ««»'* "• 

lie is careful not t» tttttir the a'ofll " rairi * for ’ ^j/J! d f| 

She rain would fancy he wi» called for and would gg j ffi g 

present himself* tn *** <Jlflt,lc ’ ° f 

Lbinh is i • • r-'v •- - 1 h>* *«*y ■«““«■■}• T t £‘m 
may not be mentioned thnmghoir the jcar , _ 

p rOTOte a lcmpe« ; the uwhm tin liable thing ■# there 

dclicoicly alluded to a£ " irp-tilcttsora^ , - 

When a iJugiiiccsc at Mm? Asia' inan at *** *«<M 

ing past a place which he believe* to he haunter! hy *■?•* 


but if he is obligirtl toijT 




• riWliL lie keClM- »8 (TUiCt M ^ C*** p ^ t ** i™ 

Sgn»W *»S» »«J “«"*• "f ,f r. 

b, J»Ur lenns «Md> u* K«Si"““ 

and therefore cannot be undi*«oa*l by the dil spirits, whin 
' jL . i; of to-ujiga is limited to these two wnguw. 

•» ^r 1 bw yr yfe .5 

the same authority, it upp*" > h * 1 f Jj 

terms are n—iy ferret*' lor 

botmwerd from tlie wUimT language. Thus the u or 

enter is replace.! by a raft word meaning min . a^riqe* 
ftiller is repute r « onc who is 

in f ailed a - black mun , wnwr r «'- c 15 ‘ . . 

T p ' -... j. a ™ ucc-lraf"; 4 fowl is one who Hvw m 

r^illwuSdi * l *»j *» V* h * ■ tn^«S" ■ ’, 

U W. -w* «•*»» ,h “ ““ ,h 7“;f 
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l^r m Q ' khc t" rni ,;ot meit ‘ fon wuwe or their island when they 
-- *.« nak.ng .1 certain sea-pa*.*^, art( i j,, „ 1|fi . , h ,J 

ta'Sth P,Ak °! a fa ' f W, '- d by tts P w »’ ef nam * The reason 
m ^rh owes l9 a fear oi disturbing ,J le evil spirW When 

nn ivr S ol the a^poodi Arebfp«t*|fo, |e t h e north east o( 

r/ 1 '. !' ““*% Wl11 «w» «y that they arc „ Ciir thc 

- 0I r,j r ^ they did so they would be carried 

vvhVr^ lt bya l r ii wifld " r hy wime orher *"*&a* f 

Jiikbrcese sailors Bpc crossing over to a land ihal|, 
«mc way olT say o nc or two days' an,I, they do not remark 

Z / '*** *« !>«"* %ht or any bird, «£* 

_ } ,, r ° r t h«y believe tli.it were they to do m they 

OH L. >c driven <mr of their courw and not reach the land 

™n 2jSS5 Tr *‘ ftPS * 1 ' tt,ey not ‘heir 

r, V "V * :i,rT of 3t - Jf ^ry have 10 r.f 

, f ° r f hey say “the beak or tbehind « 

jhirfoanl in named "sword," and larboard ■.-biebr* The 

';‘ h ' b “™' s «r Tk« an .( «f a, S,„ ci ™ 

b ngcfous to [win 1 at distant objects or to name j^rtn white 

min Tr‘ °" Ce While Mrihl S w ‘hli a cxrw of Termite 

^ , ° I,e ° f Uwn thc «»*<■ certain 

Sk ll i r W f h thpy had f™ L Hie mtm had been 

«M re :i U * tflE t,Ut5tioM "*»»* him to silence, 
•ho'nld at n ' , “*«"** <f 1 ‘old ym, wc 

‘n(Te a Ur r J ,Ue ^ «d Perhaps 

2!L^21.hL“T ° f T f4kndi " Thc Winder. 

onH r^h b ordininy iftn-nage, a„ ancient one which I* 

U pml : v u ?; Jfir3toot * hy «me of the p™ p | t This old 

SSSttS £&£&$ in 

*»*•— ^ • * 4 . 9 . 
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and so frualnitiri;;, the plan* of the voyttger-, 1 1h" Nnfonre 
or Dutch New Gnmua l-.litrvc that rf they were t, mention 
Ihe name of an island to which the bow of tin dr vessel wo-* 
pointing, they would he met by storm, rain! or mist which 
would drive them from their course 1 

In some parts of Sunda it is taboo or forbiHflen to call r<» i»bi* 
a goat a goat; it must be called u " doer irruler the ltou#e-" 

A tiger may not t>e spoken of as a tiger ; lie must hr referred m 
to as “ the supple one,* rt lhc one there," “the honourable," 

“ the whiskered one." ami SO on. Neither a wild boar nnr a I'biV 
mouse uiay be mentioned by its proper name ; a bom mtaT ‘ * 

be called " tile beautiful one* (masculine) and the mouse 
» |f| C l^.iuliful one " (Tc ini nine). When the people are ashed 
what would be the consequence of breaking ■« taboo, they 
generally say that the person or thing would suffer for it, 
either by meeting with a mishap or by fulling tlL Uut some 
lay they do not so much fear a misfortune as cxpfii iencc 
nn indefinite feeling, hair fear, half reverence, towards an 
institution of tlwir forefathers. Others can assign no ttuisou 
for observing tlw taboo*, and cut enquiry short by saying 
that M It Is so because it is «x"* When the Kct.yahs of 
Borneo are ah- MIS to poison the fi«h of a section of the river 
with the far* rnot, ihrt) 1 always speak of the matter as little 
as possible and ns-: the must indirect anil fanciful modes of 
expression. Thus they will say, “There are many leaves 
fallen here," meaning that there are many fish in ihr fiver. 

And they will not breathe the name of the tuht root; if they 
must refer to it, they call it fatal akmg t where «fcwjr is the 
name of a strunysraidling root something like* tuia, ami 
pakot means “ to agree Upon “ 1 so that f*tke>t (ttang dgulfits 
* what we have agreed to colt uJhwjf," This concealment of 
the truth deceives till the bats,hinds, and itiwets, which might 
otherwise ovcrhi ar the tulle of the men and inform the fish of 
the Jeep-laid plot against them * These Kenyahs also fear 
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the cmcotfilr attf! do not like (g nu-mirm it by namr, fespectiiilv 
if one I r in sight; they refer to die beast os "the old 
grand father," 1 When 3 m:; II pox invades a village of the 

Sikerang Dyakj In Borneo, tl« people desert the place smi 
lake refuge in the jiinyfc. In the daytime they do nut <|an* 
to stir <* to speak above n whisper, lest the spirits should 
nr hear them. They do not call the ,mail-pox by it* proper 
tnme. but spent nf i; ns "jungle kavdi*or "fruit" nr " the 
ehffit'," .ind ask the sufferer, " Idas he iuft vouf -ntd the 
' 3 hi a whisper lest the spirit should h,..„ = 

Natjees of the Philippines u' H c fhnnrriy prohibited from 
p^kniH 01 the chase in the ho y ,e of a fohernuin and from 
<*■' liefirnjff in 1 lie house ufa Ini titer , jgurti ying Uv 
land they mifiht not talk of marine mutters, am! sailin’- on 
the sea they might not talk rtf terrestrial matters. 1 

When we survey the Jtotanas of this *«|*rttitl w which 
have now been enumerated, we can hardly fait to be struck 
by tile number of case, |„ which a fear of spirits, or or other 
bcirifis regarded as spiritual lin d midHg.-rH, is assigned ^ ,Tic 
trastin for abstaining in certain circumstances from the use 
of certain words,' The speaker imagines h„ti«]f lo be over-' 
heard arid utuknluod by spirits, or animals, or other beings 
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tt,'lu*in bis fancy endows wilh human inteJltgEnrc ; and hcnre 
hc avoids certain words and substitutes others in ilxir 
either from a defii* to soothe and propitiate these being- by 
speaking tvdJ of them, or from a dread that they may «mlcr- 
stand hi* speech and know what he is about, when he happen* 
to be engaged In that which, if itury knew .if it, would rxdlc 
thoir anger or their fear. Hence the substituted rcrois fall into 
twockv-M--. acurnlmg a* they are cantpllmcmmyor cnigm*Lie ; 
iand these expression* nrc employed. according 10 cireum* 
stance., for different and even opjiosite reasons, the compli 
men (ary Lkc.iuss they will be understood and appreciated, 
and the enigmatic because llicy will nnL We cam now see 
why person* engaged in occupations liki risking, fowling, 
hunting, mining, reaping, ami sailing the sea, should abstain 
from rhn use nf Ihc common language and veil their mean¬ 
ing in strange wot da and dafk phrases. For they hare this 
in common that all wT th in are encroaching on the domain 
of the element a) beings the creature* who, whether visible 
or invisible, whether clothed In fur vs walrs or feat hers, 
whether manifesting thettrtclve* In tre 1 : o.' *lotic oc minting 
stream or breaking wave, or hovering unseen hi the air, may 
be thought to tmvc the lir=t light tr* *h | J region* of earth 
hill] iea and sky into whie! i man iitUudn only to plunder 
and destroy. Thus deeply T.nbucd with a sent" of the alb 
petvadltig life and intelligence of nature, man at a certain 
stage of his intellectual development cannot hut he visited 
with fear nr compunction, whether be is killing wild fowl 
among 'he stormy Hebrides, or snarling dove* in the sultry 
thicket ■ -if ilic Malay T’crtlnsul*: whether he i- hunting the 
Uvir ii: Lapland snow s, W the tiger in Indian jungle-, c-r 
IniiiSh- ; hi Lhc dripping net. laden with silvery herring, mi 
r i ir of Scuttiiiid ; whether he is searching for the 

camphor crystals in fhe ihstlc of the tropical forest, or 
extracting th* red gold from the darksome mine, or laying 
low with a sweep of hi? sickle the yellow es(T on the harvest 
Bek! In *11 the c Idi. depredations on nniure. man’s fii>1 
endeavour apparently is by quietness' and sifencc lo escape 
rhr notice of the being* whom he dreads; but if that cannot 
be, he |,isL- the kert hue n- cau on tltc matter bydisscniliting 
hi* foul design under a fair exterior, by flatten tig the 
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Fjuin,™, creature* whom he proposes to betray, and by so gtuirimg 
atiJiij i>} W a that, though his dark a«jW«uutt» wort!* ate uniter- 

,#0 °? CUW1Rh Mfowfi > *** Wholly tntmci-lligihk 
ui rjpid *ii hj hi* victims. He pretends to be what he is not, and to be 
doing something quite dUEnmjC From the real business In 

birii fund. He is not, for example, it fowluc entohing pigeons in 

the forest : lie is a Magic Prince or King Solomon himself 1 
inviting fair prim***? into hi- | M Jaee Tower or ivory lull. 
Such childish pretences suffice to cheat the guilds* miiim 
w luim the savage intend* U> rob or kill, perhaps they even 
ifiqx«e to some extent upon himself ; for we ran hardly dis¬ 
sever them wholly from those form, of sympathetic may re in 
H'hidi primitive nuiii sreki to effect hr-- purpose by imitating 
the «»% he iledres to produce, or even hy assimilating him- 
v-IF to It, It it hard Indeed for 05 to realise the mental 
■ate of 1 M.day wizard mu.qu-rarflng before wild pigeons in 
the character of King Solomon j yer perhaps the make- 
lariieve ol children and of the stage, where we see the players 
daily forgetting their real selves in their passionate im¬ 
personation of the shadowy realm of fancy, may afford u* 
k'j-hc ipirnji--- Into thr workings of that it id M Met of imitation 
or tnimtery which b deeply implanted in the constitution of 
the human mind. 
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Oyit DEST TO THK SAVAGE 

IT would be easy «o esiend Ibe list w royal and 

labooa to, ibe invoices collected in the preceding pag** 1|U1B±U 

may JB a* apedtnirn*, To collude Uua jut 

subject it only remain* to tbOo summarily jted 

concision, to which our **M» t«vO ^ far ccm- 

ducted m. We have *en Hut to ^vage or barbarous y,^ te 
Society there are often found men to whom the «V-tfHn ^SU 
of their fellows asctltei a wnlwWog bllucnce over the 
opmhiI course of unturtv Such men are accord.ngiy adored 

^ treated as g.*to Whether the* human dmmua^c^ 
also hold temporal sway over the U«* mid fortuiws of !(l 
their udnren, or whether their fund too* «* purely t|*M ^ 

w-U J gad* or only the (utter. U a distinction which hardly 
aiemlui here: Their uupp»d divinity f. ** 
fet with which we hive to deal. In virtue of it they are a 
ph-doe and guarantee to their worthfppflWOf the cmitimunec 
of *■«* PMuut phenomena u,ion 

which manktod depends for aib*i«t*ri*i 
fore. Ure lif« and health of such a pad-iron »« nu,tt: ™ p 
anxious concern to the people who* welfare *«d **" 
*"JL K are bound up with his; UitttfuHy he .aeon* rained 

SSTilnfch.'«..««* «i- - 77 

hL dttfatil for u “= il |! w " h,ch lk ' h " “ r - J™ 

j op tire last III, death, ttec rules* ft* an cxa.ntoi.i aii of 
th-in ha- ahwWH at« noting but tire nmxim* with ‘hlch, on 

the primitive view, every man of "£ 

comply if he would live long m the land. But * lllte 
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c-iLi^r of on][miry mem Hie fib^tfvjnce; the rules J* left to 
Utc choice of Ihn Individual in the cjlsc of Ulc god-roan it 
h cnkiiccd under penalty of dismissal from his high -ratlim,. 
or even of dentil For hi* worship] jw have fur ti.ni gre-iS 
]i «tukr In hr* Iffc to ;illow him to piny fait mid !iv?-c 
it, Tkiuidbrc ill the quaint sup rstittan*., the old - 1 wrarldl 
maxima* the vmfcmnWe sow* which the Ingenuity of savage 
philo^iphm cljibunucd Jang ago, nriti whkh old ivmijcji at 
chimney comers a’ill impart <* rnr^m. s of fcrr.it price ta 
Ihdf descendant* gJthcrcd mum! the cottage fire on wittier 
evening!—'.ill !bei=e fancies dmuered, all cob- 

,.f the brain were ^pun ahum she pash qf the old Fine, 
I he tnuuim l ( who, immfilled in them like n fly in she 
t.>ih of a spider, could hardly <iit a timb for thr threads at 
custom, * light as air but -Tiring as links of imq " that 
erring and recro^injp each other in an cndlfcsi ma^; bound 
him fast within a network of observance* from which death 
or deposition alone could release hinu 
a nuiEi -f Thus to -indents of the pw-t the life of the old kings 
kfiiTtU i!r am * priest* (cem* with Instruction. In it was summed tip 
»t, in-iKfir all that paired for wisdom when the world was young* It 
|X:,, was the perfect pa Stem after vi-Jiich every man strove to 
simps Ids life ; a firoJtieas model constructed w\\h rigorous 
accuracy ujxan the Una laid dou r, by a baft&roui philosophy. 
Crude ami faisc X3 that pMunjpliy may seem to u\ it would 
he unjust to deny it the merit at logics! eonsiateney. Start* 
from a conception of the vital principle &| a Huy being 
Or soul existing in, hut distinct and separable from, the 
living being, it deduce* for tile practical guidance of Ufr n 
system of raid which En general hnng? well together And 
tunui ;l fairly complete and hortnonluui whole. 1 The flaw— 
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Vur drt^ wc arc hound thankfully to tnmmtimnrate, many, perhaps 
WAM* were savages, For when all Is said and done cuir 
re?cmh‘rii rices !o thr savage ar? still fiir numerous than 
our differences from him ; and what we have in common 
idth liim t ami deliberately retain as true and useful, we owe 
to our savage forefather? who slowly acquired by experience 
and Transmitted to us by inheritance those seemingly funda¬ 
mental ideas which we are apt to regard \m original and 

intuitive. We arc like h sirs to a fortune whkh has Ijetn 

handed down for so many ages that the memory of those 
who built it op is toac, and its possessors for the time being 
regard it as having been an original and unalterable pos- 

tessfon of th'-ir race since liter beginning of the world- Bui 

reflection anti enquiry should satisfy us that to otii pn> 
drecssOra we arc indebted for much or what we thought 
mD-3t our own, and that their errors were not wilful extra¬ 
vagances or die ravings of Insanity, bui simply hypothec, 
ju^lithiblc as such at the time when they weitr projlOUfidcd p 
bul which a fuller experience ha> proved to be inadequate. 
Tt Is only by the successive Eating of hypotheses and 
rejection of the false shat truth is at last dteiled. Aficr nil, 
whnt we call truth ts only the hypothesb which is found to 
Aurk best. Therefore in reviewing the opinions md ptme- 
ticesi of ruder ages and races we shall ifo wdl to look with 
leniency upon their errors as inevitable slljn mode ft) the 
search for truth, anti to give them the benefit of that In¬ 
dulgence which we ourselves may one day stand in need of' 
e*Mi tmimthm zutqu* wttrvt xuifw$di iuh$, 
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-iB-i"-'.m ct hmrlklftm € f mijdiU 

s^tf ^ jp. 

Nffliik ftka^rn^Aifflk, t 
H«IW» u*f in** « Gfmrriv 3 rf : 
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